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Introduction. 


‘This work naturally divided itself into two parts, distinct from 
cach other in some ways, yet interwoven in other respects 

First, a bistory of the public affairs of the county, and of its 
material progress, its institutions, ete 

‘Second, record of its pioneers with brief sketches of their lives, 
more especialy those pioneers who took some part in public affairs 

‘Aste the sources from which the material has been gathered for 
this work, only a few remarks are necessary. In some degree, the 
trork of a person who undertakes to write a history of modern times, 
Nhether general oF local, consists in going over newspaper files and 
Mnilar records, The weiter did some work of this kind, but he had 
nico to develop the history of the days before the newspapers began in 
the county, and in so far as any plan could be made it was his chief aim 
se cecure as much material as possible about the pre-newspaper days: 
‘ehile it is atll possible to get i, since it becomes more difficult to do 
sage time passes. For parts of the first volume he went through the 
Printed. proceedings of the District Councit and of its successor, the 
County Council, fom the begioning in 1843 to the present time, and 
like the Canadian statutes. For the second volume much was gathered 
at various times during the last thirty years from pioneers, most of 
whom are now passed away To cite all the authorities, for the 
Statements made herein, would take space only a trifle less in amount 
than the work itself, So it has boen thought inadvisable to encumber 
the present text with footnotes stating the authorities, as these can be, 
for the present, supplied by the author to those who may require them 
and will apply to him 

Attempts at the compilation of a general history of this county 
have hitherto heen confined for the most part to two or three directories 
feeued more than thirty years aga and to an Atlas issued to subscribers 
in 1880 at the high price of 612.75 each. ‘The Gazettcer and Directory 
of Simcoe for 1866-1 (McEvoy & Co., Toronto, 1866) had some histor- 
foal notes interspersed throughout its pages, and similar notes 
appeared in later editions of the same published by W. H. Irwin. A 
nove extended compilation was the Historical Sketch in Belden’s Atlas 
(Toronto, 1880) issued at the unpopular price mentioned above, These 

Teil 
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compilations, all the work of non-residents, and anonymous, have a 
high percentage of error, which the conditions made inevitable. ‘They 
give but scanty aid, as pilots, to anyone aiming at the preparation of a 
full history. Notwithstanding its faults, the Atlas sketch shows much 
patient toil and research, and as a frst effort it deserves some credit. 

‘The printing, in 1895, of the Minutes of the first District Council 
fof Simcoe, 1845-1, which was the period before the advent of the 
printing press in the county, was accomplished in 1895 under the 
Supervision of His Honour Judge Ardagh, and was an important step 
as it aroused some interest in the county's history. Besides its utility 
it discloses some of the quaint proceedings of the governing body of the 
‘county in the easiest years ofits existence. 

‘The first draft of this History appeared as a serial which the 
author wrote and published from week to week in the columns of the 
Barrie Zxeminer, heginning in the issue of that newspaper for October 
24, 1889, and concluding in that of February 5, 1891. Appearing in 
that shape, it had the advantage of a winnowing through the columns 
of a newspaper, and it underwent the criticisms and corrections which 
such a process brings. 

The Hon. J. S. Duff addressed the County Council on January 30, 
1908, requesting them to take the initiative in having a History of the 
County brought to completion. The Council having thereupon resolved 
to bring out a History, and having appointed a special committee 
consisting of Councillors A, C, Garden (Chairman), Messrs. Clark, 
Picotte, Scanlon, Potter, Lawson and the Warden (Donald Currie 
Barr), who has taken a lively interest in the production of the work, 
the author placed the original material at their service, with the 
reminder that much work was required to complete it. This they 
‘authorized in the following May, and the work then proceeded, 
Numerous long extracts were expunged from the original, and the 
remaining matter fully revised and inereased fivefold, the result being 


the work now presented. ‘The engravings are by the Grip Company, 
Toronto, and the typography of the work itself by Warwick Bros. & 
Rutter, Toronto. 
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Vol. 1.—Its Public Adairs 


Chapter 1. 
THE HURONS AND THE EARLY FRENCHL, 


When Samuel de Champlain returned to Canada from France in 
1615 he brought with him four friars of the Récollets one of the three 
Ieanches of which the Franciscan brotherhood consisted,—to under 
take 2 mission work among the Indians of the country. One of these 
Franciscans, Joseph Le Caron, with twelve Prench soldiers, the very 
first summer of their arrival in Canada, made his way from Montreal 
tothe populous Huron tribes of our own county, travelling hither in the 
company of a party of Hurons who had been there to trade. Cham- 
plain himself, with two other Frenchmen, followed with another party 
‘of Hurons eight days later. Both parties in turn journeyed by the 
‘sual route of that period, viz., up the Ottawa River, across Lake 
Nipissing, and down French River, by which they reached the shores 
‘of Georgian Bay; then, passing down its easterly side, they arrived 
jn the country of the Hurons, landing somewhere on the north-east 
shore of the Township of Tiny 

As the island called Beausolil's, which is marked on maps as Prince 
Wr. Henry, lies in the course of a canoe paddled across the entrance 
of Matchedash Bay, from the rocky ishinds of the eastern shore t0 
the opposite mainland of Simcoe County, we may infer the most con- 
Yenient landing place to be somewhere on this mainland opposite the 
south corner of this island, One of the Ojibway names of this island 
has a meaning: descriptive of its position, lying as it does across the 
‘channel. The same island (Beausolicl’s), has yielded remains of 
Hurons, thus affording further proof of having been on the line of 
‘eave in that early time 


uy 
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(On arriving among the Hurons, Le Caron began his missionary 
work, but made slow progress until he gained some knowledge of their 
Tanguage. Champlain arrived at the Huron village of Otouacha on 
‘Aug. 1, 1615; next day he went to another village called Carmaron, 
French league distant. He next visited two other places with even 
more frightful names (Tousguainchain and Tequenonquiaye) : thence 
to Carhagouha, fortified by a triple palisade of wood, thiety-five feet 
high. They banquetted him at these places, and he describes in his 
Journal, with considerable detail, the course of events, giving also 
descriptions of the products of the districts through which he passed. 
‘Then, after visits to five more of the principal villages, he reached 
Cahiague, with its 200 lodges, on Avg. 17. After some waiting, he 
went from Cahiague on Sept. 1, with a war party of Hurons against 
the Iroquois, passing on his way, the fishing station of the Indians at 
the Narrows, which he describes, theneé proceeding by way of Balsam 
Lake and the chain of waterways now known as the Trent route 
Having returned to the Huron country ia December from this 
inst the Iroquois, Champlain repaired to Carhagouha 
fand found Le Caron, who had, in the meantime, continued his labors 
famong the Hurons. After a few weeks’ rest, the two made a tour 
in February, 1616, to villages and towns of the Tobacco Nation in 
Nottawasaga Township, and to the teibe called ““Chevaux Releves,’ 
living further west in the valley of the Beaver River. In the succeeding 
summer, both of these pioneers returned from the Huron country 10 
‘Quebec. 


“Tue Fraxciscans. 


After this beginning through Joseph Le Caron, the missionaries 


of the Franciscan Order Iabored among the Hurons at intervals for 
fore than ten years, In fact, till 1629, the Order continued their 
Huron missions, the annals of which are given by Sagard in his two 
‘books printed in 1632 and 1636 respectively, and in which he also 
describes the Hurons themselves, as they appeared to him. The Order 
of St. Francis was a brotherhood of bare-footed friars, who formed 
themselves into a frateraity in the Thirteenth century; and being of 
‘2 more humble disposition than the Jesuits, their labors in our county 
hhave been less known, yet none the less worthy 

De la Roche Daillon, a member of the Order, left Quebec in 1626 
with a party of Hurons gathered there to trade, and with him Brebeut 
nd De la Noue of the Jesuit Order, all bound for the country of the 
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Hucons, He has left a narrative of his experiences, and Sagard in 
Glades it in his history. On Oct, 18, Daillon started froin Huronia 
fo visit the more remote Indian tribes in this province. He went by 
vray of the Tobacco Nation, and thea made his famous tour among. 
The Neuteals, who lived ia the territory westward from Lake Ontario 
tothe St Clair. On his return to the Hurons in 1637 he did not 
Temaia forge among them, but soon went to Quebec, leaving his col- 
fengues at work among the natives of this county 

The once numerous nations af the Huron Indians, whom Cham- 
plain and the Franciscan missionaries found in this county were so 
Important in its early history that they deserve a separate volume. 
Accordingly, it will be only a mere outline of them which this present 
‘work can contain, But as relies of these Indians are to be seen in 


Juseume throughout every part of the world, having been taken 
the county at one time or another, and for which it has become famous, 
it would be an omission, even in & general sketch, to pass this subject 
in silence. The three kinds of their remains best known are their 
village sites, burial pits, and tral in the forest, to each of which a 


Few remarks must be devoted 


Hunow Vintaces. 


‘Theee are evidences in the early French writers of an increase of 
population in the Huron territory (now North Simcoe), from which we 
may infer that migrations took place. Champlain and Le Caron, in 
1615, reckoned 17 or 18 villages in the area, with 10,000 persons. Bre- 
eu in 1633-20 years later—found 20 villages and about 30,000 souls. 
[Relations (Canadian edition), 1635, p. 333 1636, p- 138] "Here is exi- 
dence of an influx from some quarter into the sheltered peninsula of 


‘North Simcoe, between the years 1615 and 1635. Yet, further, accord 


ing to the Jesuits, there were in the year 1639 thirty-two inhabited 
villages of the Hurons in the same territory 

There is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the statements for 
those particular years, but there are sites of upwards of four hundred 
Huron villages within that area, All these, however, were not occu 
pied at the same time, as the remains show some had evidently been 
bandoned before the arrival of the French, because all research has 
failed to reveal any traces of French intercourse: while others yield 
abundant evidence of the presence of French traders, The Hurons were 
incessantly harassed by the hostile Iroquois tribes, and compelled to 
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shift their habitations from time to time: thei filthy domestic habits 
also rendered it impossible for them to remain long in one place. They 
were thus obliged to lead a half nomadic life, although they were quite 
stationary when compared with the Ojibways, Ottawas, and other tribes 
fof the Algonquin peoples. And hence it came that only a few of the 
Huron villages, whose remains are still traceable, were occupied at 
the times of the census returns just mentioned, 

The sites of nearly all these villages are marked by artificial heaps 
fon the surface of the ground, ashes and debris at some distance below 
the surface, stone and hone implements, fragments of pottery in great 
abundance, besides many other relics. “Articles of early French manu- 
facture are often found. ‘These villages were of various sizes, ranging 
from two or three lodges to extensive hamlets. The largest site in the 
‘county known to us covers an area of more than fifteen acres. Many 
‘of them were palisaded; but nearly all traces of fortifcation have been 
obliterated fram the surface, owing to the great length of time that 
has elapsed since they were deserted, Nearly all the Huron villages 
were situated on elevated ground where the soil is Tight, but close to 
fa supply of fresh water, and in several cases it is possible to locate 


4 chain of villages lying along a particular tral, whose direction de= 
pended on the physical features of the region 


Tue Bunats. 


With many of the more important villages in the Husoa country 
sociated ossuaries, or bone-pits. Since the year 1819, when 
‘Simcoe County first began to receive European settlers, discoveries 
fof Huron ossuaries have been constantly taking place. The number 
fof these discovered and undiscovered, has been variously estimated; 
more than one hundred and fifty have already been excavated by dif- 
ferent persons, but chiefly by the farmers. As to the number of skele- 
tons in each pit, a great diversity exists. The ossuary of 
average size contains about three hundred, but a few have been fo 
in the Townships of Tay and Tiny containing, at a moderate estimate, 
more than a thousand, while others contain less than a dozen. These, 
however, are exceptional cases, The Hurons selected light, sandy sos, 
almost invariably for the pits, clearly because they had no good imple- 
ments for digging heavy soils 
The Huron mode of burial resembled in some respects that of the 
Sioux, Blackfeet, and other North-west tribes of our owa day. The 
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body was placed, after death, upon a scaffold supported by four upright 
poles. At regular intervals of time the skeletons were collected from 
the scaffolds and buried ia a large pit dug for the purpose 


Beebeut's account of the burial ceremony, (Relations des Jesuites, 


1636), has been fully confirmed by excavation of the ossuaries. In 


most cases, the small bones of the feet and hands, and such as could 
easily be blown from the scaffolds or removed by carrion-eating fowls, 
fare not to be found, showing that the bodies were exposed on the 
scaffold before interment. In a few instances it is possible to find 
some large bones of the limbs (femora, tibie, humeri), arranged in 
bundles of a size convenient for carrying. Although the thongs which 
bound them together have enticely perished, the surrounding soil kept 
thom in their original position 

Further proof of the strange mode of burial among the Hurons 
exists in the fact that the dimensions of the pit are almost always less 
than would have been required for dead bodies, No definite arrange- 
ment of the bones in a pit can be traced; although one sometimes 
‘observes that all the skulls have heen placed with the face downward 
an arrangement by no means universally adopted. ‘The few ossuaries 
in which entire bodies were buried together, ean easily be distinguished 
from the prevailing variety. When buried in this way, as sometimes 
may have occurred after @ massacre, it was usual to arrange the 
bodies rogularly with their fet toward the centre of the pit, 

Alter the arrival of the French, brass kettles were often buried 
with the bones. These were purposely damaged at the time of inter 
ment by knocking a large hole in the hottom with a tomahawk, Many 
of these Kettles have been found in some ossuaries especially in those 
of the Townships of Medonte, Tiny and Tay. Besides Kettles, they 
buried copper and stone axes, chisels, and, in fact, almost everything 
to be found in a Huron household. 


Turan Foxnst Traits. 


‘The third class of Huron remains—the trails—have been singue 
lerly preserved from obliteration by succeeding Algonquin tribes. These 
tribes followed the original trails that were used by the Hurons in the 
Seventeenth century, and Kept them open down to the clearing of the 
forest by the white settlers. Our knowledge of the location of these 
trails comes chiefly from pioneers of the district, who themselves used 
the trails before opening the present public roads. From the fact 
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that the sites of the Huron villages are now found slong the same 
trails, i i clear that the paths recently closed were the original Huron 
trails, The foregoing remarks on the village sites, burials and trails 
apply to the Tobacco Nation, which dwelt in Nottawasaga Township 
‘when the Hurons dwelt in the north-east parts of the county 


“Tue Oun Hunox Missioxs. 


‘The story of the Jesuit missions to the Huron Indians has 
often been told; but as new facts arise in connection with the subject 
Such a story will easly bear repetition in the light of the new facts. 


G\ CHOROGRAPHIA 


\ REGIONIS 
SSHVRON VM 
\ hoe 


esertae 


‘he Firt Published Map of Porton of i y 


Intrepid missionaries of every ereed, many of them working with 
cout colleagues oF helpers of any kind, have ranged far and near among 
the habitations of all kinds of aboriginal peoples. Yet the labors of 
none surpass in zeal or in strength of organization those of Brebeuf 
And his band of associates during their Rifteen years of toil between the 
Georgian Bay and Lake Simeve 

Briefly given by years, and in the order of their arrival, the roll 
‘of these missionaries stands thus :— 

Tn 1634, Brebeuf, with Daniel and Davost, reached the Huron 
country; next year, Pijart and Le Mercier came; again, three more-~ 
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Jogues, Chastellain and Garnier; then Ragueneau; and the foltowing 
Summer, Jerome Lalemant, Le Moyne and Du Peron. This brings us 
own to the year 1639, the date of the building of Ste, Marie on the 
Wye, 8 their headquarters, after which a few others came. 

Father Daniel, in 1648, was the first of these to lose his lite 
‘This occurred during the destruction of Teanaustaye, at which Huron 
town they had established the mission of St. Joseph. At the present 
Gay many iron tomahawks have been found near the site of this towns 
fad at 4 solitary spot on the way to the next mission town of St. 
Michael, the owner of the land found great numbers of these weapons. 
At this. place the ground was bestrewed with tomahawks so thickly 
fas to suggest that it was the scene of an Indian battle 

In the destruction of St. Louis during the next year the Iroquois cap- 
tured Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalemant, and took them back to St. Ignace, 
where they put them to death, The yeographical position of St. Ignace 
has been an open question for many years. As at least half a dozen 
places had been suggested, the writer, ten years ago, visited all the 
Huron village sites known to him, within ressonable distance of St 
Marie on the Wye, and reached the conclusion that it was on lot 11, 
concession 9, of Tay. Since that time two other places have been 
Suggested, both at greater distances from Ste, Marie, but it does not 
appear that their claims are as good as those of the one on lot 11 
The question is more fully dealt with in another work on the antiqui- 
ties of the district, and 0 it necd sot be taken up in this general 
sketch. 

A modern post village in Medante Township bears the name of 
Mount St. Louis, perhaps meant to commemorate the old mission, al- 
though there is a geographical error in thus naming the places it 
would have been more properly called Mount St. Joseph, as the mission 
‘of St. Louis itself was about ten miles further north, 

Finally, Garnier was among the slain at the capture of the mission 
town of St, Jean in the Tobacco Nation and his companion, Chabanel, 
was murdered by a Huron a few days later, Thus, there were five 
Jesuit priests martyred in the Huron country. 

‘The remains of the mission headquarters of Ste. Marie on the 
Wye may still be seen where the River Wye issues from Mud Lake, 
being isnown as the Old Fort, They are in a much-neglected condition. 


A Msi Chrc ot Penanlsen rs eed 1 cone: 


rate the lives of these martyrs. Bulle in the prevailing stylg of the 
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continent of Europe, with “turrets twai ich one also frequently 
sees in the Province of Quebec, it crowns the high ground in that 
northern town and overlooks the picturesque bay. ‘The parish and 
Cchurch—the handsome new structure also— were pamed Ste. Anne's 

first after the early mission near there, The indefatigable elforts 
of the late Rev. Father Laboreau, the pastor, were devoted for many 
years towards the completion of this work. The corner stone was 
laid Sept. thy 1886, and the building was far enovgh advanced by 
1890 to allow services to be held in the basement. It was dedicated 
in 1902 


(Church at Paetangaiebene Erected as a Memoria! tothe 
‘aresre Jest Missionaries 


It would be an omission not to speak, at least brief'y, of the 
“Relations” of these missionaries—the reports of their work in the 
Huron country (as well as in other parts of Canada), to the heads of 
their order in Quebec and in France. Like other books written on 
the feld of action, especially books of travel, they breathe the open air 
ff forest, lake and river, Notwithstanding’ the monotony of the par- 
ticulars about conversions and sacraments, occupying so much space 
in their pages, and the drawback of having been written amid dangers 


land interruptions of every Kind in rude mission lodges, they have 
iar to themselves 
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The original editions of the “Relations” have been for a long time 
among the rarest of books, The three-volume reprint, made in 1838, 
by the Canadian Government, has also become a rarity. And the 
new series, published by the Burrows Brothers Company, of Cleve 
land, Ohio, will soon follow in the same direction. The latter issue 
thas an advantage for English readers over the former one, inasmuch 
as the text is translated into English, the original French being given 
fon the opposite page 

Besides the fact that they are edifying, these “Relations” have 
been the chief authorities from which Canadian historians have drawn 
much information, although the Recollets preceded the Jesuits in 
this country, und alsorlet a few volumes of original materials, 

In many ways the labors of these Jesuit missionaries, and the 
books they have left us, will remain a prominent feature in the history 
ofthis country 


La Saute’s Joursers 10 THE West, 


‘The great explorer, La Salle, with his party of twenty-five men, 
passed this way in his expedition to the ilinois, in 1680. Making his 
way from Fort Frontense, he followed up the River Humber, then 
crossed to Lake Simcoe, and thence by the Georgian Bay, he reached 
Michilimackinac. Again, in his expedition of the following year he 
took the same route, 


At the beginning of autumn," says Dr. Seadding, “he was at 


Toronto, where the long and difficult portage to Lake Simcoe de- 
tained him a fortnight. He spent a part of it in writing un account 
of what had lately occurred, to a correspondent in France.” He 

ides his letter thus: "I have a hundred things to write, but 

not believe how hard i is to do it among. Indi 

fanoes and their lading must be got over the portages, and 1 must 
speaks to them continually, and bear all their importunity, or else they 
will do nothing T want. I hope to write more at leisure next year, 
And tell you the end of this business, which I hope will turn out well, 
for T have M. de Tonty, who is full of zeal; thirty Frenchmen, all 
good men, without reckoning: such as T cannot trust, and more than 
' hundred Indians, some of them Shawanoes, and others from New 

land, all of whom know how to use guns." With so many ene 
cumbrances, it was October before he reached the Georgian Bay 
Then falls a tong silence aver the country of the ancient Hurons and 
its environs, during which (for 2 whole century) very little is known 
of what was happening there 

2 





Chapter I 


THE OJIBWAYS AND THEIR SURRENDERS OF THE LANDS. 


With the massacres of 1649 and 1630, the Hurons vanish from 
these parts, and the events therein occurring, for more than a century 
afterward, are less known. When we begin to hear of the region 
‘again the Indians are all Ojibways. Some writers have asserted that 
these Algonquin tribes came from the north shore of Georgian Bay 
and spread over the abandoned country of the Hurons; Dut one should 
rot forget the poptlous tribes of Algonquins who, in the days when 
the curly Jesuits had a mission among them, lived in the Township 
fof North and South Orillia, There are no existing’ records to show 
that these tribes were ever completely displaced from their ancient 
possessions, although it is natural to suppose the massacre perpe 
trated by the Iroquois in their neighborhood would inspire them with 
fear and cause them to retreat for at least a brief period. 

One writer on the traditional history of the Ojibways, George 
Copway, has asserted that some Iroquois did take up their abode in 
the land from which they had driven the Hurons, and maintained set- 
tlements, of which the principal one was near Orilia; but the tradition 
is yet unconfirmed by ‘actual history, The region has teemed with 
traditions of battles in various places between the Ojibways and their 
hereditary enemies, the unrelenting Iroquois; and indeed every burial 
pit of the Huron tribes brought to light his been accounted for as 
the result of some battle, by those unacquainted with Huron burial 
practices. Another writer asserts that soon after the massucres of the 
Hurons there was a migration, in 1653, t0 this county and other parts, 
of Southern Ontario of Mississagas who had been inhabiting the banks 
fof a river of that name in Algoma, and after them the Ojibways, from 
near Sault Ste. Marie, (Canadian Journa}, Vol. 3, old series, p. 209). 
‘Whatever may be the value of these traditions, the first travellers, after 
the beginning of British rule in the eighteenth century, found Ojibways 
in the district now comprised withia our county 


|A Few Oun Nawes oF Laxe Siicoe. 


Some remarkable names have from time to time been given to 
Lake Simeoe, more especially by the Ojibways; and it may be of 
2 to} 
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present interest to review the circumstances under which they have be 


applied, more especially ag there are some fragments of history in 
them, "The earliest term by which Lake Simcoe was known was 
“Ouentaron,"" or “Ouentironk,"” which signified in the language of 
the Huron Indians who applied it, “Beautiful Lake,” from which we 
would infer that Huron taste was wsthetic. Lahontan, in 1687, called 
it Lake Toronto, signifying “gateway,” or “pass,” in the Huron 
language: and many subsequent map-makers adopted this name for 

The later French traders gave it the name of “Aux Claes," 
which referred to hurdles, or latticework, employed in the taking of 
fish, May not the explanation of this term be found in the rows of 
stakes, or the “fence” at the Narrows, whose identification with the 
contrivance seen by Champlain, and described in his journal, was due 
to the late Joseph Wallace, sen., of Orillia? It is within the range 
‘of possibilities that this ancient collection of stakes or fish-weir at 
the Narrows, had some connection with this name. Lac aux Claies, 
frequently becoming corrupted into Le Clie, continued to be the name 
given for many years, 

‘The Ojibways of this district in the eighteenth century knew it by 
the name “Ashuniong,"" or, as it is sometimes given—Shain-t-ong, 
Sheniong, or Sinion. The Rev. Dr. Seadding, in a note to his paper 
on “The Toronto Landing,” says this word, Sinion, or Sheniong is in 
terpreted by some to mean “Silver Lake." For another account of 
the meaning and origin of this name we are indebted to Dr. A. F 
Chamberlain, formerly of Toronto, As stated to him, in 1888, by an 
aged member of the Missiseaga band at Lake Scugog, which formerly 
uelt at Lake Simeoe, ““Ashuniong" means “The place of the dog 
call,” and is derived from the Agonquia word, Ashuniun, “To call a 
og."" Various wards in the Algonquin vocabulary are but the early 
French words Indianized, and this name of Lake Simcoe is. $0 suse 
pisiously ike the French "chien" for “dog"” as to suggest some con- 
rection with it. The French “‘chien"" enters into other geographical 
ames, as ia “Prairie du Chien," so it might be in this. Be 
this as it may, Dr. Chamberlain obtained the Mississaga tradition of 
the naming of Lake Simeve thus: “Early one calm day an Indian 
beside the lake thought he heard some one calling a dog, Ashuniun 
Ashuniun ¥ The voice could be heard plainly, but there was nobody 
tobe seen. So our people called the lake Ashuniong, the place of the 
dogecall.” 
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In the manuscript notebook compiled at Mr. St. George's trading 
post at the Narrows, which bears the date 1802, and is preserved in 
the Toronto Public Library, Lake Simeoe appears to be called “Tepa- 
higgnon,” but the meaning of the term is not cleat. 

Again, in Copway's “Traditional History of the Ojibway Nation,"" 
the writer of which once belonged to the Rice and Mud Lake band: 
he calls Lake Simcoe, **Wahweyagahmah." This name occurs fre- 
queatly throughout parts of Canada where Algonquins have been 
Settled, and means in their language “Round Lake."” It is an 
appropriate one for this lake, as without the bays at the south and 
west, its shape is quite round 

In 1793 Governor Simove gave it the name by which it has ever 
since been known, not in honor of himself, but of his father, Capt 
Simooe. R.N. 


Bovine tHe Lax Frost ene Opmways. 


‘Phe official document which attests the purchase of the fand at 
Penetanguishene from the Indians, hts some curiosities in the way 
of orthography, for the Indian chiefs scem to have possessed names 
‘ohich no ordinary linguist can be expected to articulate without a 
good deal of practice 


Chabondasheam Reindeer 
Aasanee Otter 
Wabininguos Pike 
Ningaveson Reindeer 
Omassanahsqutawah Reindeor 


‘The Treaty, which bore these formidable signatures, was made at 
York, May 22, 1798 and was signed by Wm. Claus, Superintendent 
of India Mfairs, on behalf of the British Government, and by George 
Cowan, Indian interpreter 

The bargain was for @ tract of land adjacent to the harbor of 
Penctanguishene, For £101, Quebec currency, those five chiefs “gave 
granted, etc, that tract butted and bounded as follows 


‘Reginning at the head or southwesternmast ancle of a bay situs 
ated above certain French ruins, (ue., the head of Mud Lake, at the 
Tower end of which is the ruin of Ste. Marie on the Wye, as shown on 

ketch of the purchase accompanying the treaty)’ the head oF 


outhwesteromost angle of the said bay being called by the Indians 








OsMWAYS AND SURRENDERS OF LANDS. 18 


Opetikuoyawsing; thence north 70 degrees west to a bay of Lake 
Huron, called by the Todians Nottoway Sague Bay; thence around the 
shore to the place of beginning, containing all the land therein, to- 
gether with the islands ia the Harbour of Penetanguishene 


In the subsequent treaty of 1815, the length of the Hine from 
Opetiguoyawsing, which was near Wyebridge of the present time, t0 
Nottawasaga Bay, is ssid to be seven and a half miles, The tract of 
land purchased by this treaty of 1798 was all included in the Town 
ships of Tiny and Tay 

Previous to this treaty of 1798, there had been a surrender in 
1795 of the land adjacent to Penetanguishene harbor, which was 
intended as a camping place for the traders. But this earlier tran 
siction was an “agreement to purchase,” as it appears, the actual 
treaty not having been made tll 1798, 

Alter the visit of Governor Simeoe to Matchedash Bay in 1793, 
the harbor at Penetanguishene, which he had the sagacity to recognize 

sa desirable place for a fort, had continually been coveted by the 
Government. And the negotiations leading up to the final surrender 
of the harbor by the Indians in 1798, all had their origin in his choice, 

A few years later another preliminary treaty with the Ojibways 


greed for the purchase of the tract of land between Kempenfelde Bay 


tnd the Penetanguishene purchase. And in connection with the boun- 
daries of this new purchase, Samwel S. Wilmot made an exploration 
of the territory in March, 1808. A stone mark at the water edge, 
twenty chains west of Kempenfeldt Sand Point, as deseribed in 
various Indian treaties of this period, was the starting point for the 
measurement of their boundaries. From this important spot, Wilmot 
surveyed the Penetanguishene Road ia x81r, and it thus became the 
southerly end of the Oro-Vespra town line, as well as the point of 
Aeparture of the military highway. The object in buying this tract 
from the Indians at this time appears to be to open a road by which 
the North-West Company could transport their furs from Lake Huson 
to York (Toronto), thereby avoiding the circuitous route of Lake Erie 

id the inconvenience of passing slong the American frontier. At 
say rate, this was the object alleged in Smyth's Gazetteer, published 
in 1813, 

The preliminary treaty just mentioned was “an agreement 0 
purchase," and this appears to be the tenure during the time of the 
war, when the road was hastily opened for military and naval pur- 
poses, It was aot until Nov. 17th, 1815, that the actual treaty was 
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agreed to, and signed. The three chiefs who ceded the new territory 
were Kinaybicoinini, Aisaince and Misquuckkey—names perhaps all 
frightful enough, yet in which we have no dificulty in recognizing the 
more familiar Snake, Aisance and Yellowhead. These thece chiefs 
granted the tract of land bounded as follows -— 


“Reginning at a stone boundary, 20 chaing N., 81 degrees w 
from the base of Kempentelde Sand Pont, (which is projecting about 
five and a half chains into Kempenfeldt Bay), thence (ic, from the 
stone boundary), N.y 40 degrees W., thirty-six miles and a quarter, 
more or less, to. Lake Huron; then along the shore to the bottom of 
Nottawaysague Bay, at the N-W. angle of the Penetanguishene pur- 
chase; thence slong its S.-W, boundary seven and a half miles 0 2 
Small bay called Opetequoyawsing} thence northerly out the bay, (i 
‘,, out of Mud Lake), to Gloucester or Sturgeon Bay and following the 
Shore of Matchedash Bay easterly, southerly and northerly until it 
intersects a line at or near the mouth of a small lake, being the 
western boundary of a purchase said to have been made in 1785, thence 
euth along the westerly limits of the said purchase, eleven miles, more 
be less, until it intersects line produced N. 78 degrees W. from the 
Waters of Lake Simcoe near the earsying place hereinafter mentioned 
then S. 78 degrees E- along the S. boundary line of the said last 
Inentioned purchase to the waters of Lake Simeoe, near to a carrying 
place leading to.s small lake, distant about three miles westerly; and 
hen southwesterly along the northwestern shore of Lake Simcoe and 
Kempenfeldt Bay, to the place of beginning, containing about 250,000 
aces of land." 


“The consideration the chiets received for this tract was £4,000 

[Aline from the stone boundary at Kempenfeldt, projected at the 
langle mentioned in the treaty, would reach the shore of Tiny Town- 
ship somewhere in the vicinity of Six Mile Point, according to our 
modern maps. 


The treaty of Oct. 17th, 1818, completed the surrender of the 


territory from Lake Ontario to the Georgian Bay (then called Lake 


Huron unreservedly) and was the most extensive of all. Four chiefs, 
or principal mea of the Ojibway nation, took part in the negotiations, 


Musquakie, or Yellow Head Reindeer. 
Kaqueticum, oF Snake Cat Fish 
Maskigouee, or Swamp Otter 
Manitonobe, or Male Devit Pike, 
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And a fifth, named, Manitobinince, or Devil's Bird, with some 
kind of fish as his totem, apparently the pike, also subscribes his “‘devil~ 
ish” name to the treaty, although he does not figure in the text itsel. 
‘These chiefs for the yearly sum of £1,200, granted the tract thus 
bounded 
by the District of London on the west, 
by Lake Huron (ie., Georgian Bay) oa the north, 
by the Penetanguishene purchase (made in 1815) on the east, and/ 
hy the south shore of Kempenfeldt Bay, the westera shore of Lake! 
Simcoe, and Cook's Bay and the Holland River to the N.W 
angle of the Township of King, 
This large tract contained 1,592,000 acres by computation. 





(Chiet Yollowhead’s Hout, Onilia, afterward the First St. Jans’ Parsonage. 


The reader has, perhaps, already observed how the process of 
buying the several parts of Simcoe County from the Indians took place 
feom north to south, a direction quite the reverse of what we might 

The annwal distribution of presents for these and other land sur- 
Fenders took place at Holland Landing in 1827 and 1828, as well as 
in previous years; then at Orillia and at Present Island near Pene- 
tanguishene and Midland until 1835; then at Manitoulin Island for 


the frst time in 1836, and afterward always there, Thus the busiest 
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theatre of Indian life at the dawn of white settlement was just where, 
in the seventeenth century, Champiain and the early French mission- 
aries had found so many Hurons. But it was now shifting north 
ward before the advancing tide of civilization not to return. 

The most prominent or best known of the Ojibway chiefs who 
signed the treaties for the cessions of the different parts of the county 
was Musquakie, o Yellowhead. For many years he was the head 
chief over all the Ojibway chiefs in the district, and was famous man 
i his day, his memory being stil Kept green in the name of “Muskoka,” 
The Government built, in 1831, @ tesidence in Orillia for Yellowhead 
the building afterwards became the first St. James’ parsonage, and 
still exists, though in a much changed condition, as a. private resi- 
ence, having being moved to another street some years ago from its 
original position near the present parsonage on Neywash Street. In 
the Council House, also built about the same time, the early mission- 
aries ofall denominations of religion held services. It thus became known 
Also as the Old Mission House, and as the Anglican Church was the frst 
to send a regular clergyman to Orillia, in 1841, it was the first church 
fof that denomination in the town, the accompanying illustration of 
that historic building, having beea drawn by the Rev. Canon Greene 
from plans and descriptions. It was moved to another site, bricked 
over, and, like the first parsonage, exists at the present day ina 
rrodified shape 

Musquakie, or William Yellowhead had his jaw shattered by a 
ballin the war of 1812, and the wound ever afterwards during his life 
showed as a defect in the side of his face, He died at an advanced 
fage, the burial taking place on January 14th, 1864. The register of 
St. James, in Orillia, gives his 3 h as 95 years, yet many 
persons believed at the time of his death that his age exceeded 100 
ears, and Thomas MeMurray gives this current belief in his book 
fa Muskoka and Parry Sound, (Bracebridge, 1871)- At page 36, Mr. 
MeMurray says 

“Old Chief Yellowhead died in 1865 (1864) aged 106 years, He 
was an honest Indian, much respected by all who knew him, and he 
‘continued to frequent hhis hunting grounds (in Muskoka) till a few 
days before his death, On his last trip he ealled at the residence of the 


‘writer (in Draper Township), and remained over night."* 


His body lies in St. James? Churchyard at Orillia, In his will he 
professed faith in the Christian doctrines. 
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In the days of the pioneers the Indians were much more numerous 
throughout this county than they are on the reserves to-day, and in 
iow of their numbers were of more importance in the life of the new 
country. In their system for governing themselves, the Ojibways 
hud at least some well defined notions of land-holding and proprietary 
rights, when the fist white settlers arrived and found them ia occupa 
tion of the soi, They had divided off the land among different families oF 
bands for hunting grounds, and observed these bounds quite strictly. 
This, John Jack and his brother Jonas had from the lake which bears 
his same (Jack’s Lake) westward to the Blue Mountains; the band, or 
sulvhand, at Snake's Island, had a portion of the adjacent Township 
fof Tonisfil; Musquakie, or Yellowhead, had his own lake now spelled 
Muskoka Lake; and £0 on. 


The first Indian Agent in this district was Capt. Thos. Gummersall 

on, who had been a fur trader on the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries tll the war of 1812-15. After the war he was placed on the staff 
‘of the Indian Department, and fived at Drummond Island. In 1828, 
when that station passed into the hands of the United States, he came 
toPenetanguishene, and two years later moved with his family to Cold- 
water. In 1837 he moved to Manitoulia Island, and on the death of 


Col. Jarvis (1845) he was promoted to the position of Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, He foally moved his family to Cobourg in 1847, 
in and near which place he spent the remainder of his life. He died 
ia 1875 in his g7th year, A sketch of his career, with illustrations, 


appears in the Sixth volume of the Papers and Records of the Ontario 
Historical Society, along with some reminiscences of his times 
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‘Tue Ontiita-CoLoWATER RESERVATION. 


Prior to 1830, the Indians had wandered indiscriminately about 
the Lake Simeoe region; but in that year, Sir John Colborne, the 
LieutsGovernor, collected them on a reserve of 9,800 acres, stretch~ 
ing from the Narrows to Coldwater. ‘They consisted for the most part 
of three bands of Ojibways under Chiefs Yellowhead, Aisance, and 
Snake, besides @ band of Pottawatamies, lately from Drummond 
Island, or Michigan. They numbered in all about 500, and were 
placed under the superintendence of Captain T. G. Anderson. The 
headquarters of Chief Snake's band was the island named after him; 
Yellowhead's band, which afterward removed to Rama, was then 1o- 
cated at Orillia and the Narrows; while that of Chief Aisance was set- 
Hed at Coldwater, the other extremity of the reserve. A road was at 
fonce cleared from the Narrows to Coldwater along: the famous tral, 
and during 1831 a line of houses was built by the Government at a 
istance of a mile apart over a portion of the route. Shortly after~ 
ward the Government also erceted, at Coldwater, a store, a school, and 
age later of which began operations in 1833, 

‘This reserve was on different occasions visited by Rev. Peter Jones, 


land many are the interesting references ‘0 it in his published works. 


Mes. Ana Jameson, the distinguished authoress, passed that way 
land records her observations and experiences in WVinter Studies 
and Summer Rambles (Vol. 3} She also recounts at considerabie 
Tength her visit to the Indians of Manitoulin Island with Capt. Ander- 
son, Other travellers have also left accounts of this early Reserve 
ruthers, in his Retrospect, has also preserved a glimpse of 
‘and its inhabitants as they appeared in 1833 

TThe Indians on this reserve made rapid progress in the peaceful 
fof the white men, according to the extant report for 1835 of Mr. 
‘Anderson, the Superintendent. There was a threatened outbreak of 
holera among them in 1832, as we learn from the following letter, 

put fortunately it passed over without serious trouble. 


York, (Toronto), 6th August, 1832, 


Dear Sie,—The Lieutenant-Governor has just sent me a com 
munication from Me. Dasling, a surgeon, recently arrived at the Indian 
mutlGnent at Coldwater, stating that a decided case of cholera had 
sec ts appearance among the Indians, and remarking that from the 
TeAMoure the settlers are subject to, for want of shelter, the disease 








O/IBWAYS AND SURRENDERS OF LANDS. 


‘would most probably spread amongst them. I beg, therefo 
{ou will, i circumstances should make it necessary, have erected sa 

accommodation for them as you may judge their numbers and 

tions Fequire and afford them all the relief in your power. However, 
as the disease does not appear to spread at Newmarket or any athet 
country place, Tam inclined to think the settlers will, in a great 
meanuze, escape 


(Sed) PETER ROBINSON. 
Mr. Wellely Richey, Medonte 


In 1836 the Indians surrendered this Reserve to the Government 
Yellowhead’s band removed, in 1838, from Orillia and the Narrows t6) 
Rama, where they made a purchase of 1,600 acres of land for £800: 
paid out of their annuities. According to the surveyor, Chas. Rankin, 
quoted in Lord Durham’s Report (p. 174, edn. 1902), the settlers of 
Rama Township, after a trial of three years, had abandoned their farms 
fon which they had made improvements. ‘They had met with such 
serious dificuties from being separated by lands in the midst of their 
settlements owned by speculators, who had no intention of settling 
them, that they had not made the necessary roads, In this way Rama 
had become available for the Indians in 1838. Aisance’s band settled 
at Coldwater, removed to Beausoliel and Christian Islands, where they 
have resided ever since. 

With the Reserve thus broken up in 183648, were connected the 
names of several teachers and missionaries: Law, Currie, Sawyer, 
Mulkins, Moffat, Miss Manvwaring, besides Rev. Messrs. Case, Miller, 
Stinson, Allison, Belton, and Scott. Mr, Anderson, the Superintend- 
ent, visited Manitoulin Isfand in 1835, and shortly afterwards removed 
there to take charge of the extensive Indian establishment formed upon 
the island at that time 


Arrewrrs ar Renovat, oF se Termes. 


In Sir F. B. Head's first year (1836), he removed from this 
county the annual detivery of presents, and held it at Manitoulin Island, 
to induce the Indians to retreat helore ‘the accursed progress of 
civilization,” and to retire upon the,islands, as far as possible from 
White men--a course which Sir John Colborne had also strongly recom- 
mended. Yet, from the very despatch (No. 93), in which Sie Francis 
B, Head advocated this humane service for the red men, it appears 


he also possessed a knowledge of the fact that many Indians were living 
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‘on rich lands, with white neighbours exeerating their indolence, drunk~ 
fenness, etc,, without making single effort to improve them, ‘The 
plan advocated and introduced by Elder Case and his co-workers, vizy 
to have Indian schools to overcome the degenerating surroundings 
the natives were lig amidst, was obviously not that of Sir F. B. 
Head. Nowadays che Government Indian schools everywhere, but 
more especially in the newer provinces, show that a vast change has 
taken place in the policy of the Government 

Evidences of a different state of affairs in those times were every 
where plainly to be seen. For example, we read in the Journal of the 
Rev. Peter Jones, in June, 1827, when the distribution of presents was 
annusily held at’ Holland Landing, how that Chief W. Snake com- 
plained of Me. Borland and Philemon Squires, threatening to flog. him 
if he did not leave off attending the Methodist meetings, and how that 
he traders were exasperated generally at the Indias becoming a sober 
people. Restriction of afew traders would have been easier than 
moving the entire Indian nations, yet such was the remedy proposed 
land partly cartied into effect. 

Placing the Indians on islands and tracts of worthless land was 
really 2 practice copied from Maine, New York and other border states, 
fat that day, And slthough Head execrated everything republican, or 
What he was pleased to call “the low, geovelling principles of de 
rmocracy,” he copied really more from the United States than he thought 
he did. If in such barten, desert places, Indians failed to prosper as 
farmers, it does little credit to the white men to find fault with them 

‘The question of removing the Indians remained a live one for 
some years. A General Council of Indian Chiefs and Principal Men 
twas held at Orillia, on July goth and 31st, 1846, on the proposed 
Temovat of the smaller communities, and the establishment of manual 
Tabor schools, The minutes of this council were printed in a pamphlet 
at Montreal, the same year, from notes taken in shorthand, and other 


wise, by Henry Baldwin, barrister-atlaw, of Peterborough, secretory 


to the chiefs in council, A number of clergymen, residing in the 
district, were present at this council, of which the place of meeting is 


‘named in the pamphlet as the "Lake Simcoe Narrows."* 








Chapter IIL. 


THE DAYS OF THE FUR TRADERS, 
Sour Noreworray Pioneer Trapess. 


Across the water of Matchedash Bay, from the village of Fess 
ton, of more precisely, opposite Bush's Point, are the remains of 
buildings known among the settlers there as ‘The Chimneys."” On 
the shore at that place you could see, as the name indicates, an assem- 
blage of old stone chimneys, which marked the dwelling place in the 
eighteenth century of an Indian trader and his family. About forty 
scres of a clearings were to be seen before the settlers came, and the 
stone foundations of some houses, while quite near the shore were the 
romaing of a larger building, and beside it a stone wel 
this trading fort™the habitation of an early trader named Cowan— 
that Governor Simcoe eneamped shen om his memorable expedition to 
Matchedash Bay in 1793; and although his Excellency visited Pene- 
tanguishene Bay at the time, this was the remotest camp pitched during 
the expedition, ‘The volume of Transactions of the Canadian Institute 
for October, 1890, contains the diary of Sherif Maedanell, who accom= 
panied General Simcoe and party on that oceasion. It gives an ex 
tended sketch of this trader, from which we extract a few sentences 
Mr. Cowan is much liked by the Indians. He was taken prisoner by 
the French at Fort Pitt, during the war of 1758 and ‘9, when a boy 
He has adopted all the customs and manners of the Canadians and 
speaks much better French than English, He has been settled at 
Matchedash upwards of fifteen years without once going to Lower 
Canada, He makes an annual trip to Michilimackinac to meet his 
supplies there and forward his furs to Montresl. He has in general 
six Canadians engaged with him, and is well known to that class of 
people by the name of Constant." He lived at that spot for many 
ears, and brought up a family, all educated and respected. A cen- 
tury has elapsed since this historic Figure passed from the scene of hi 
abou 

A grandson of his died on March aged, 1892, near Penetanguic 
ene, at the ripe age of 86 years. Wm. Cowan was born at Richmond 
Hill, May 13th, 1806, became one of the earliest setters of Simcoe 

fen) 
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County, and saw a lange share of its pioneer life. His father was 
Killed by some unknown parties when he was four years old, and he 
was brought up by his maternal grandmother, who kept a wayside 
hostelry at Hogg's Hollow, (now York Mills), at the time of the war 
of 1812. One of this woman's sons, James Remi Vallieres, became a 
distinguished lawyer and rose to the Chief Justiceship of Lower Canada, 
‘This boy and Cowan were playmates, in youth, at their home on Yonge 
Street. With his grandmother, young Cowan came to the military 
post at the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, in June, 1816, where they 
stayed for 1wo years and kept a canteen for the sale of cookery, whise 
key, ete, to the soldiers. (The name of her second husband was Asher 
Mundy, an American and their only son, Israel Mundy, was lighthouse 
keeper near Penetanguishene for many years, surviving till December, 
1888.) When the soldiers removed to Penctanguishene from Nottawa~ 
saga, in 1818, she also removed her canteen. She was a noted person 
in her day and lived to be more than a centenarian, Young Cowan 
went, when sixteen years old, with the survey party of Captains Bay- 
field and Collins, then engaged in making a hydrogeaphic survey of 
Georgian Bay and the other upper lakes. He was subsequently two 
years with the Hudson's Bay Company, at Nipissing, and three years 
fur trading at Fort William; always, however, making his headquar- 
ters at Penetanguishene. He received a grant of land south of that 
place, and with his wife, a woman of Indian blood, settled upon 
it about 1855, where he remained tll the time of his death. He was a 
most agreeable and mild-tempered man, not given t0 chasing for 
notoriety in the slightest degree, and as a result he was unknown 10 
fame; but the eventful times he had seen, and the experiences he had 
passed through, entitle him to receive a notice in the chronicles of the 
district 

During the early years of the nineteenth century, the region at 
the south end of Georgian Bay, and the route by way of Lake Simeoe 
and the lakes to the east, held among fur traders # favorite position, 
both as ragards their trafic and as a place for development with a 


view to making it a base for supplies. For instance, we find John 


Johnston, of Sault Ste, Marie, writing in 1809 in his Account of Lake 
Superior {in Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, by 1. R 
Masson, Vol. 3), in these words :— 

“A gure market for provisions could easily be accomplished by 
opening a communication with the Bay of Matchedash, fom whence 
to the Island of St, Joseph the distance is only ninety leagues." He 
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then compares this route with the Detroit route. Johnston did not 
doubt but that Matchedash, under this scheme, “would soon become 
the most thriving place ia Upper Canada, and the centre of pro- 
visioas and transport trade for the fur countries. 

The early traders had used the Ottawa and Lake Nipissing route, 
because, as one writer says, “this (travelling in canoes), was found 10 
be both a guicker and cheaper mode of transportation than in sailing 
vessels on the lakes.” It is recorded that one of the partners of the 
Mackinac Tradiag Company of 1778 lived at Matchedash (probably 
the Mr. Cowan above-mentioned). Since he did not use the Trent or 
he Toronto route the reason for the disuse of Lake Simooe as the 
highway of the fur teade in the eighteenth century is perhaps to be 
found in the canoes travelling by another route 

‘As early as 1785 Lieut.-Gow. Hamilton instructed John Collins, 
the Deputy Surveyor-General, to make a survey of the communica 
tion between the Bay of Quiate and Lake Huron, by way of Lake La 
Clie (ie. Lake Simcoe). A copy of the instruction appears in Mr 
J. J. Murphy's paper on the first surveys in Ontario, printed in Pro- 
‘ceedings of the O. L, Surveyors, 1898, page 230. 

As early as 1802, Mr, Quetton St. George had a trading post at 
the Narrows of Lakes Simcoe and Couchiching for the purpose of 
bartering with the Indians, who had from time immemorial made that 
point a favorite rendezvous. This distinguished French gentleman, 
slong with others, had emigrated to Canada in 1798, and acquired an 
state in the “Oak Ridges” on Yonge Street but Binding this spect 
lation rather profiless, as Dr, Scadding informs us, he resorted 10 
trading with the Indians in the remoter parts of the province. For 
this purpose he established several trading’ posts in various parts of 
the country, one of which was near Atherley, at the Narrows, Ia 
the Public Library of Toronto there is preserved a manuscript note 
book which did service at this early trading post. It bears the date 
82, and contains a short vocabulary of Indian words, evidently the 
work of a clerk who, in order to master the words that he was obliged 
fo make use of every day, wrote them down with their English mean 

Mr. St, George carried on a prosperous trade with the Indians, 
‘with whom he was very popular. They called him Wau-be-way-quon, 
which means “ahite hat,” as it was his custom to wear a white hat 


in the summer season. Just how long he continued his trading post, 


itis not easy to say; but he gave up business, its supposed, some time 
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previous to 1820, and returned to France, having amassed a fortune 
in his enterprises 

The wellknown firm of Indian teaders, Borland, Laughton & 
Roe, of Newmarket and Holland Landing, hid a trading: post at the 
Narrows at an early date, and maintained it for some years. Owing 
to its being frequented by the Indians in considerable numbers from 
the earliest times, Orillia, as well as the Narrows, made a favorite 
point for the operations of the traders. In 1862-3, the Hudson's Bay 
Company established a trading post at Orillia, and continued it for 
about seventeen years, with Thomas Goffatt in charge At about the 
same period (1866, ete.), D. J. Mitchell was the agent of the Hud 
son's Bay Company at Penetangrishene, 

‘To a considerable degree, the old Nor'-Westers, who were mostly 
Highlanders, and their employees chiefly French-Canadians, were 
crowded out By the usion of the two fur companies ia 1821. The 
influence of the original Hudson's Bay Company men became para- 
‘mount in the new concern, as did the name of the new company 
itself, Many faithful servants of the late North-West Company were 
left without a job, as the combined staffs were more than the work 
required. Many others became dissatisfied and left of thelr own 
accord 

It was from some such cause as the foregoing that John Mc- 
Donald, the chief factor of the North-West Company, in’ the 
twenties, betook himself to the life of a eivilian, and settled on lot 
5, 08 the east side of the Penetanguishene Road, a mile north of the 
Kempenfeldt town lot, Here James Soules, of Big Bay Point, built 
4 shanty for him; and, as MeDonald had good Hbrary, Soules re 
ceived in part payment for the work some of the books, including 
such books as Plutarch's Lives, and Jane Porter's Scottish Chiefs. 

4 fur trader of those days, MeDonald’s wife was a 
squaw who had (like John Smith), saved his 
life when the warriors of her tribe in the far west were going to 


fend his days abruptly. There was no priest anywhere near them to 


perform the marriage ceremony, so they were not married except by 
Indian custom. In the course of time more than half a dozen children 
were born, and when they came to the Kempenfeldt neighborhood 
to live, it was a noted sight to see the littl half-breed children playing 
fon the mud floor of their shanty with the leather-hound volumes of 
Pratareh or others, and the sold coins of their father. 
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Just before the birth of another child, MeDonald began to realize 
the need for a legal marriage, and, as\ there was a priest in the 
country by this time, at Penetanguishene, perhaps temporarily, they 
became reyularly married, the priest having been called to their home 
for the purpose. After this belated ceremony, one child was born, 
(Catherine), who was the last one born and, as MeDonald died without 
Teaving 4 will a year or two after her birth, she became the sole 
Iiress ofall his property. 

According to the gravestone in the old Church of England ceme- 
cy at Newmarket, his wife died Jan. 15th, 1828, and he died a month 
later, Feb. 17th, 18:8. On account of the fact that MeDonald had 
befriended Sir John Franklin in 1825 on his overland trip, and peehaps 
also in 1822 and earlier, Lady Franklin sent out this gravestone in 
after years from England, to mark thelr resting. places 

The nature of McDonald's estate which he left was, for the most 
pact, like this. The Hon, Wim. McGillivray, for the North-West 
Company, lad applied as far back as the year 1811 for a grant of 
6,000 acres of land along the then newly-surveyed road from Kem= 
penfeldt to Penetenguishene. There was much delay, as usual, on 


the pact of the Government offcials in granting: this request. But in 
1829, by an Order-in-Council, the land was appropriated to the Hon. 
Win, McGillivray, who had assigned his claim to Joha MeDonald, now 
deceased, In this way, Catherine MeDonald, the only legitimate child 

{claw of her deceased father, inherited the property. She 
was then about three years of age, without father or mother, yet her 


relatives gave her a good education ia Glengarry County, whither 
they had returned {rom Simcoe County. When she grew up she 
became the wife of Angus Grant, and they returned to this county 
to reside at Wyebridge, where he kept a store for some years. 


‘Te Finsr Exouisi-Sreakine Traventens, 


The frst English-speaking traveller to pass this way after Canada 
became a part of the British possessions was Alexander Henry, who, 
as a captive among the Indians of the Sault Ste. Marie, accompanied 
them in 1764 to Niagara. In the narrative of his adventures, which 
bhas become a classic work in Canadian history, he mentions their 
passage through Lake Simcoe (then called Lake La Clie). A Canadian 
fdition of this book appeared in 901, under the editorship of the late 
Dr, James Bain, Librarian of the Toronto Public Library. 
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Governor Simcoe made passage through Lake Simcoe in 1793 
fon his famous journey from Humber Bay to Penetanguishene, and 
Feturn, In Macdonnell’s Diary of that trip, mentioned in an earlier 
part of this chapter, there are several particulars of interest, especi= 
ally the details of his visits and meetings with some of the numerous 
bands of Indians on Lake Simcoe in that day. 

Of the early travellers, not connected with military affairs, there 
was John Goldie, who visited Holland Landing in 1819 as a travelling 
botanist. ‘The manuscript of his Diary was in the possession of his 
sonie-law, Principal Caven, of Kaox College, Toronto, and his grand 
Son, Dr. James Caven, published it in 1897." The object of the tour 
made by Me. Goldie is briefly set forth in the opening words of his 
Diary: “On June 4th, 1819, T commenced my long-talked of journey 
to examine the natucal but more particularly the botanical productions 
ff Upper Canada and of the States in the vicinity of the Lakes.”” He 
Set out from Monteeal on this date, and in the course of his journey 
during the summer visited Kingston, York (Toronto), Holland Land: 
ing, and many other places. 

After travelling from Montreal to York (Toronto), along’ the lake 
shote road, he made a digression at the latter place, on June 26th, 
1819, to Holland Landing, which he reached on the 27th, His arrival 
fs thus recorded in his Diary: “Having gone on slowly I arrived in 
the evening at what is called the Upper Landing Place, which is about 
nine miles by water from Lake Simcoe, T stopped at the farthest 
house upon this road, and have bespoken a week's lodging here, 
as [ expect that itis 4 spot very interesting for the botanist.” 

His entey for July 3rd, is iateresting, as i furnishes us with in- 
formation regarding the troops stationed at Drummond Island : “This 
evening « company of the 7oth Regiment from Drummond Island, 
fa Lake Huron, arrived here. They have been up the country for two 


years, and have been exchanged for two companies of the GBth, 


‘On July 4th he made the followings remarks, which will be of 
considerable interest 10 readers in this district: “This being the last 
flay of my abode here, I shall mention a few things more concerning 
this part of the country, Lake Simcoe is hetween thirty and forty 
Mniles long, and of considerable breadth, but I could not ascertain 
ccurately how many miles, On the south side there is what is called 
ft river (the Holland), which, although of ao great breadth, has yet 
Suffcieat depth to allow schooners to come to the Upper Landing 
Place, which is nine miles from the lake and thirty-six from York 
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‘The river apparently is stagnant, and the water has more the appear~ 
ance of flowing in a retrograde motion, from the lake, than the 
contrary 

"After crossing the lake there is sine miles of & portage, (this 
evidently refers to the Nine Mile Portage from the head of Kempen 
Feldt Bay), and then there is water carriage all the way to Lake Huron. 
It is very probable that at no very distant period this will become the 
most frequented of all the routes to the North West. At the present 
fime there are no houses nor stores on the north side of Simeoe at the 
portage, which makes it very troublesome, and also much of the goods 
transported are liable to he injured by the weather. Since the steam- 
boat has commenced to sail on Lake Erie, the cheapest and most 
expeditious mode of sending down the furs from the interior is by that 
Toute, although it is four hundred mies longer than by Simcoe. There 
is nothing but one schooner upon the lake (Lake Simeoe), which is 
suficient for all the trade at present. Since T came here I have seen 
2 number of rare plants, and some of them are nondeseripss."” 


Ste Jou FRASKUIS 1S 1835, 


Few distinguished visitors to this section of Ontario let so deep 
an impression upon the settlers, as Sir John Franklin did, when, in 
April, 1825, he passed throwgh on his second overland expedition 10 
the Arctic Sea, Recollections of this event, which was rendered still 
more notable by the subsequent fate of the Arctic hero, remained with 
the early settlers down even to recent years, And on this account, 
the following brief description of his visit, gathered paetly {rom the 
pioneers, who resided in the neighborhood at the time, and partly 
from Franklin's published travels (now rare}, may not be withoot 
interostto the present inhabitants :— 

In 1824, he received instructions from the British Government to 
find a northern passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 
He immediately sent out orders to Canada for two large canoes, with 
necessary equipment and stores, to be deposited at Penetanguishene 
the naval depot of Lake Huron, io the autumn of that year, to await 


his arrival ia the following spring, Acting in. accordance with the 


instructions he had received, he embarked at Liverpool, 16th Feb. 

, with Lieut, Back, Dr. Richardson, Me. Kendall, Mr. Drummond 
And four marines, and in due course of time the party landed at New 
York City. From that point they at once set out on their journey 
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to Upper Canada, traversing the State of New York on the way. 
‘The rest of their journey hither is recorded by Franklin himself in 
the following words 

“We next crossed Lake Ontario in a sailing Boat, and came to 
York, (now Toronto), the capital of Upper Canada, where we were 
kindly received by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
and by Colonel Cockburn, and the Commissioners then employed on 





fan inquiry respecting the valug of the Crown Lands. From York 
we passed on to Lake Simove, in carts and other conveyances, halting 
for the night at the hospitable house of Mr. Robinson, of Newmarket 

“We crossed Lake Simcoe in canoes and boats, and landed neat 
the upper part of Kempentelde Bay, but not without being obliged 
to break our way through the ice for a short distance. A. journey 
of nine miles, performed on foot, brought us to the River Nottaw. 
saga, which we descended in a boat; and, passing through a part 
fof Lake Huron, arrived at Penetanguishene. At this place we were 
hospitably entertained by Lieutenant (now Captain), Douglas, du 
eight day's that we wa 














for the artival of our Canadian voyageurs 
from Montreal." 

From the Head of Kempenfeldt Bay, which Franklin mentions, 
they proceeded across the “*Nine Mile Postage,” to Willow 
which was then an importast highway. In making thi 








eck, 
portage, they 
were assisted by David Soules, with his ox-team, from Big Bay Point 








for a long time, he was the central figure. Franklin had, at 


this point of the journey, some Freneh-Canadi 





n voyageurs with him, 
and these were reinforced at Penetanguishene by others from Mon. 
treal, as he relates 

Franklin and his party reached Great Bear Lake in the au 
and spent two years in exploring the Arctic coast Tine of Canada; his 
travels on this occasion, having been described in his “Narrative of 





2 Second Expedition 10 the Shores of the Polar Sea, in the years 





156-7." He returned from the Arctic region by way of the Ottawa 
River, whi 





th he descended in canoe paddled by fourteen voyayeurs, 
The party reached Ottawa City—then a village called Bytown—on 
the 15th of August, 1827. While at Ottawa, he fell in with Capt 
Basil Hall, the distinguished traveller, who has preserved in his race 


volume of etchings, portraits of three Canadian voyageurs of Frank- 
Iin’s party—Francois Forcier, Enfant Lavallee and Malou, the latter 
of whom was with Franklin during the whole of his journey, as steers 
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Ove of Franklin's Canadian colleagues and helpers about this 
time was John McDonald, chief factor of the North-West Company, 
tnlio was mentioned on a former page, and who died in February, 
Tei& Over the grave of this man and his wife, in the Church of Eng- 
land cemetery, at Newmarket, is a headstone sent out from England 
by Lady Franklin, in memory of the man who had given so many 
sersices during these overland journeys. After Franklin's last voyage 


in 1845-6, from which neither he nor his erew ever retumed, some 
Tesidents of this county took part in the searching expeditions sent 
wut to find him, receiving: adequate land grants for their services. 

















Chapter IV. 


THE OLD MILITARY ROUTE AND THE WAR OF 1812 
Mackinaw, axb ay Iporrant Pass Ture, 


So frequently does the name of Michilimackinac occur 






country's history in connection with the important early route d 
by way of Lake Simcoe, that they are entitled to separate me 





Although, ia 1761, the British were the first to build a regular fort 
st Michlimackinac, the French had maintained a palisaded post there 
from 1687, when Denonville, the Viceroy of Canada, completed his 
comprehensive arrangements for the defence of the country. And 
even from the time of its discovery, in 1610, the place had been the 
chief resort in the west for the « 





ly French bush-rangers (coureurs 
des bois) and traders who roved about in that immense wilderness 
the I 

order of their importance as well as position, as follows: By 
the Ottawa River; by Toronto and Lake Simcoe; and by Detroit. As 
carly as 1686, Denonville writes that he had given orders to fortify 
the two western passages leading to Mackinaw. “Sieur du Lhu,' 





among: dians. There were three routes thither, which were, 





(Duluth), he says, “is at that of the Detroit of Lake Erie, and Sieur de 
la Duantaye at th 
block the pass 





‘of the portage of Toronto. These two posts vill 





against the English, if they undertake to go again to 





Michilimaguina,”* From that time onward the pass to Mihilimackis 
by Lake Simeoe, figures more or less extensively in Canadian history 





and especially prominent does it become after the establishment of Fort 
Rouille on the site of the present Toronto, 1749. The important part 
which this famous pass afterwards played fa the war of 1812-15 must 
be sketched at some length. 


The Nortawasncs Rivew 1 We War oF 182 


On July 17th, of the opening year of the war, Michifimackinge 
twas captured from the Americans, who fully realized their loss, and 
towards the end of 2813, their generals began to make preparations 
for its recapture. News of this design reaching the small British 


garrison at the place, there was great alarm, nd a despatch was 
(a2 
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sent immediately to the Canadian military headquarters at Kingston, 


appealing for aid to ward olf the coming attack. 
A relief expedition accordingly left Kingston in February, 1814, 
consisting of ter oficers and two hundred picked men, with tseenty 
anillerymen, and twenty men of the Royal Navy, all under the com 
od of Liewt-Col, Robert MeDouall, of the Glengarry Light lo. 








fantry. A large part of the route lay through territory thea but Hetle 
known. To this must be added another hardship—the severity of 
the weather in which the march was made. From Kingston they 











proceeded to “Little” York, which was still suffering from the grim 
sxperiences of its capture, ‘They next advanced northward by Yonge 
Strect to Holland Landing, after which they passed entirely out of the 
settlements, and crossed the frozen surface of Lake Simooe, Beyond this 





lake the forest was then unbroken, 





except by an Indian portage, which 
for the passage of their supplies, they widened as they advanced. This 
road, leading from the head of Kempenfeldt Bay to Willow Creek, 
branch of the Nottawasaga River, was ealled the 

and afterwards became an impo 

westerly end, near Willow Creek, a wooden fort was subsequently 














Nine-Mile Portage 
At its aosthe 











crested, and a hamlet Rourished there for several years, but it has 


long since disappeared, and its site is marked by only a few hillocks 





‘of earth and stones. 

Proceeding’ on their course, the party halted on the banks of the 
Nottawasaga River, fully thirty miles from its outlet, and erected for 
themselves a number of temporary wooden huts. Here they cut doven 
pine timber, hewed and prepared it on the spot, and constructed 
twenty-nine large batteaux, in which they completed the journey to 
Michilimackinae. On the Nottawasaga, a short way below where it 
is joined by Marl Creek, between Minesing’ and Edenvale, is the place 
Where the expedition’ halted. It is known as the “Glengarry 














Landing,” and was a familiar landmark for a long time, on account 
ff the clearing they had made; but the trees of second growth which 
cover it are now so tall as to make it almost indistingwishable from 
the surrounding forest. From the journal of Captain Bulger, who 
accompanied the expedition, one gets an interesting glimpse of their 
eparture from this place, and passage across Georgian Bay :— 





“We embarked on the 22nd of April, having previously loaded 
the otilla with provisions and stores, descending the Nottawasaga 
River—-the ice in the upper part of which being still frm, we opened 
channel through it—encamped on the night of the 24th of April 
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in a dismal spot upon the northeastern shore of Lake Huron (Georg 
ian Bay), aad on the following morning entered upon the attempt to 
cross that lake, covered as it was, as far as the eye could reach, by 
Relds of icc, through which, in almost constant, and, at times, terifc 
storms, we succeeded, with the loss of only one boat in effecting a 
passage of nearly three hundred miles, arriving at Michilimackinae 
fon the 18th of May. The expedition had occupied upwards of one 
hundred days, including our passage over the lake."” 





Taking into consideration the time of year, the comparative 
ity of the season, and the distance to be travelled, one may 
safely say that an expedition, more hazardous than this, is seldom 
lunderteken, It was almost continual struggle for nineteen days 





with the waves of the Georgian Bay, and the floating masses of ice. The 


commander of the expedition wrote in high terms of the abilities and 








perseverance of the officers, as well as the endurance of the men, 
Te was not wail the 28th of July that Captain Sinclair, the Amesi- 
can commander, made an attack upon Michilimackinac—an attack, 





however, which resulted in failure. Had not the relief expedition 
arrived, “as it did, some weeks before, the result would doubtless 
have been very dierent. But the meditated recapture had been fore 
stalled, and thus was saved the chief post on the upper lakes. 

The North-West Company had a vessel on Geor 
the Nancy, which was employed in the fur trade, then so extensive in 


ian Bay called 





the district. Having learned that Lieut. Miller Worsley, of the British 
a River, 





Navy, with the Naney, was at the mouth of the Nottawasa 
Sinclair next turned his attention ia this direetion. But here also he 
was doomed to meet with disappointment. Lieut. Worsley had been 
informed, by a messenger, of the blockade at Mackinass, and in antic 
pation of an attack on his own position, began to erect & block-house, 
About two miles up the river. Ia a few days the American captain and 
his vessels arrived at the Nottawasaga, and attacked the small party 
fof British at the place. The brief account of the engagement, by 





James, in his Naval History of Great Britain, will suffice to show what 


‘ook place -— 


The Nancy was lying about two miles up the Nottawasaga, 
under the protection of a block-house, situated on the southeast side 
fof the river, which here runs parallel to, and forms a narrow peninsula 
With the shore of Gloucester Bay (Nottawasaga Bay). This enabled 
Captain Sinclair to anchor his vessels within good battering distance of 
the block-house. A spirited cannonade was kept up between them 
land the block-house, where, besides two 24-pounder carronades on 
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the ground, a six-pounder was mounted. ‘The three American vessels 
edie composed of the Niagara, mounted 18 carronades, (thirty~ 
Put pounders), and two long twelve pounders, and the Tigress and the 
Sopiom mounted between them one long twelve, and two long 
Weeifitour pounders. In addition to this force, a five-and-a-half inch 
Howitzer, with a suitable detachment of artillery, had been landed on 
Tiijeninsula, Against these 24 pieces of cannon, and upwards of so0 
ree eere opposed one piece of cannon and twenty-three officers 








ind seamen. 
Turther resistance was in vain; and just as Lieut, Worsley had 
prepared a train, lending to the Nancy from the block-house, one of 
Precnemy's shells burst in the latter, and both the block-house and the 
cee were presently blown up. Lieut, Worsley and his men escaped 
‘heir boat up the river; and fortunately, the whole of the North-West 
Company's riehly laden canoes, bound across the lake, escaped also 
een River. Having thus led to the destruction of a vessel 
iten the Ameciean commander had the modesty to describe “His 
Betannie Majesty's. schooner Nancy,’ Captain Sinclair departed for 
ie Tenvitgg the Tigress and the Scorpion to blockade the Not- 
Tissaye, and, as that was the only route by which supplies could be 
Bivticrwarded, to starve the garrison of Michilimackinae into a 
Eumrender, "After remaining at their station for a few days, the two 
Amoriean schooners took a trip to the neighborhood of St. Joseph's. 
Neve they were discovered, oa the 2sth August, by some Todians on 
the way to Michfimackinac.”” 




















A few days later these two vessels were captured by the British, 
and all the men on board talen prisoners to Kingston, 

Od soldiers used to tell how Lieut. Worsley and his men, in the 
retreat up the Fiver, were pursued by several boatloads of the enemy. 
‘They went on until they came to a bend in the river where it 
tmusually narrow. On the east side the bank arose high above the 
Winter, while on the west side it was low and swampy. Here the 
etreating party felled trees into the river to obstruct their pursu 
These came up about dusk, having been detained by scouts, who fired 














« few shots upon them according to design, at long: distances and from 
afe hiding-places. No sooner had they reached the fallen trees than 
they became entangled in the branches, The muskets of the small 
British party in ambush on the shore gave them volley after volley, 
and compelled them to make & hasty retreat down the river with their 
Killed and wounded. 

Ater the close of the war, in 1816, the British officers, recognizing 
the strategetic position of the place, gave orders for the erection of 
The site chosen was a more sheltered spot, and two miles 








senmaebsnsonuassiiiiuits 
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higher up the river than the place where the Nancy was blown up. A 
garrison occupied it for two years, and were then removed to Penc- 
tanguishene 

Aug. Porter relates that in 1803.2 small sloop, called the Niaga 





fof 30 tons, was built st Cayuga Creck, on the Niagara River by the 
U.S. Government, but not put ia commission, Porter, Barton & Co, 
purchased her in 1806, and changed her name to the Nan‘ 





1 and she 


was sailed by Isat this 





apt. Ric 





1d O'Neil. It is not improbabl 
was the same Nancy owned by the North-West Company in 1814 














“The Site of Fort Notawamga (181618), ast appears to-day 


Itis stated, however, in a paper by LieutCol. E, Cruikshank on 
this episode of the war, (the manuscript of which was presented to 
the Ontario Historical Society, and the article itself printed in th 
Collingwood Bulletin of Nov. 19th and 26th, 1908), that the Nancy 
was built in 1789 by other merchants, This may be correct, although 








the identity of the vessel is not clearly established, owing to several 





changes of ownership. 
In view of the extensive forests hereabout, filled with good timber, 


which might easily have been kilndried in a short time or otherwise 





seasoned, it ig litle amusing that the Lords of the Admiralty gave 
‘orders to prepare (in England) the frames of “two sloop" to be shipped 
to Montreal with materials for rigging and equipping them to sail on 








smcenannausanesiiihdisbsiiiiiNIE. 
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«i 
the frames of “a frigate and (0 
it would be practicable to transport from Montreal to Matchedash 
ihap auch large timbers. (Can. Archives, 1896, Lower Canada State 
Papets, p- 49) 

David Soules, of Big Bay Point, assisted in building a aumber 


srgian Bay, ‘Their Lordships had previously refused to prepare 
gs” as they were not aware that 








of batteaux for Drummond Island, on the Nottawasaga River—pers 


aps on the very occasion mentioned above, when the relief expedition 





aed on the banks of the river for that purpose. When the two 
ime to blockade the Nottae 

srasuga, an Indian runner was dispatched to Penetanguishene, where 
winnral depot had just been located, to announce the arsival of the 
Smerivan boats. Their subsequent capture was chiefly made by a 
and of French Canadians in small boats. These stealthy boarded the 
Jeep, whereupon 


{merican frigates, or armed schooners, 








frigates, and found on ope of them the American: 





tha took them prisoners-—sixty men in all, thirty from each figate~ 
endeuffed them, and led them to Kingston. Soules used to describe 
these captives, whom he helped to lead away, as a “band of cut 
Tr was soon after this time that Fort Nottawasaga, four miles 
from the mouth of the river, was projected and built. Tt was estab- 
fished to form a supply depot for Michilimackinae, and prevent the 

Americans {rom cutting off communications with headquarters. 
fan Bay posts, as well as that 











‘The establishment of these Geon 








on Willow Creck at the terminus of the "*Nine-Mile Pe 
or ationed in the diary of Sir George Head, who was sent hither in 
i That connection, Under date of April 1gth, 1815, at which time he i 
cae tivingtemporacily ina eabin oa the north shore of Kempenfeldt 
Bay, he writes in his Forest Scenes 


tage,” are 








1 had ie in contemplation, some days past, to make my way 
through he forest to the head of the Nottawasaga River on objects 
eon dwith the duty on which I was engaged. A road had been 
onveicie was in a rude state, beiog’ a mere track where the trees had 
fh partially felled by the axe, and the stumps, even of these, very 

er afetly removed. This road led from the end of Kempenteldt Bay, 
aera ty the Nottawasaga River, making 4 portage of eight miles. 
Resting ‘stomg the shore of the bay, til we reached the track, we the 
Panna it to the head of the Nottawasaga River. We walked a good 
Purevfil we reached the point of our destivation, and having remained 
race vet time, 40. as to satisly myself as to the objects I had in 
view, we commenced our return." 
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Although Head does not say as much here, this tour of inspection 
is likely to have been the one which resulted in the establishment of 
the Willow Fort. 


Fort Norrawasaca. 


At the close of the war, as already stated, the military authori- 
ties of Canada decided upon establishing a fort near the mouth of the 
Nottawasaga River, This was accordingly done in June, 1816, oF 
perhaps a few months earlier. The fort was built about four miles 
1up stream, near the end of the wellknown tongue of land; so that, 
although difficult to reach, it was near enough the shore to spy the 





approach of danger on the lake, or command the position in case of 

aval attack. Judging from the artificial mound which remains at 
the place to this day, the fort stood upon an elevated position in order 
that danger could be seen at a great distance 





About a dozen ssilors in command of a naval officer, and some 
twenty men of the regular marine service, under Lieutenant Caldwell, 
comprised the garrison of that post. OF civilians there were a few, 
conspicuous amongst whom was a widow Vallieres, originally from 
the old French settlement at the Oak Ridges on Yonge Street. During 
the war of 18:2 she kept a hostelry at Hogg's Hollow, near Toronto. 





A son of hers, James Remi Vallieries, gained admission to the Bar of 
Lower Canad, in 1812, practiced his profession with success for many 
years in the ancient city of Quebec, became 2 member of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, Speaker of the Lower Canadian Parliament in 1828, 





‘and was finally appointed Chief Justice of Montreal in 1842, dying in 
1847, universally respected for his amiable and benevolent career 
(See Morgan's Sketches of Celebrated Canadians), Widow Vallieres, 
his mother, marsied again to Asher Mundy, and when Fort Nottawa- 
saga was éstablished, they removed thither fram Yonge Street, and 
kept a little store or “canteen,” for the sale of bakers’ goods and 
Whiskey, their chief patrons being the occupants of the fort. 
Amongst the historical mementos of the war time at the Notta- 
wasaga are the romains of the sunken vessel in the river between the 
fort and the outlet, It is a current tradition of the place that the marks 
‘of the cannon halls amongst the tops of the trees could be seen for 
many years afterwards. Some people living in the neighborhood have 
found cannon balls amongst the sand-hills near the site of the fort 
Owing to the bad harbour the post st Nottawasaga was not kept up 
for more than about two years, and in 1818 the garrison was per- 





manently removed to Penetanguishene, 














Chapter V. 


SURVEYING THE LAND AND PREPARING FOR SE 





TLERS. 


After the cession of the south past of the county by the Indians, 
Oct. 17th, 1818, the Government lost no time in staking it out into 





townships for settlement. In those days there were some wise ru 
in use for governing the survey of a township into lots with roads 
at regular intervals, If the township was beside a navigable river or 
body of water, the concession lines (being more numerous than the 
“ rlering upon the water. Hence 
arose so much variety in the directions taken by the concession Tines 
throughout our county, Iying, as it does, beside various lakes and 
bays. 

(A number of sur 


side roads”), ran to the front b 





eyors took wart in the surveys of the townships 





in the county, more than half of whom lived in the older settlements 
down Yonge Street. For the survey of a township, each received ia 
Dirt payment, of, perhaps, sometimes in full payment, a number of 
farm lots in the township, and thus, as a surveyor had the best chance 
to sce the quality of the land and make a selection, it so 





happened that surveyor's script was the best kind of a purchase to 
make, for any iacoming settler who had to buy 

Samuel S. Wilmot received instructions, August, 1811, t0 survey 
1 road of communication between Kempenfeldt Bay and Penetangui- 
shene harbour, and lay off lots for settlement along the road. His 
instructions were to proceed to the north side of Kempenfeldt Bay, 
rear to the place at the head of the bay where, in June, 1808, his ex 
amination of a line for a road commenced, and there select and choose 
the most suitable position for a town and harbour. He was then t0 
survey the outline of a town plot of one mile in length by half a mile 





in breadth; then, road direct to the south side of Penetanguishene 
harbour, and within half a mile of that harbour he was to begin to 
survey the outlines of another town plot. Wilmot's fist exploration, 
mentioned above, had heen in March, 1868, in connection with the 
boundaries of the tract agreed to be purchased in the late preliminary 
treaty with the Chippewa (Ojibway) Indians. In accordance with 
the instructions he now received, he surveyed the outlines of the frst 
town plot on Kempenfeldt Bay, as directed, and allowed half a mile 





for its depth, This subsequently became a village, and after it began 
(a9) 
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to receive inhabitants, was known as Kempenfeldt, but at no time 
fia it develop much beyond the hamlet stage. He then surveyed the 
road, thirty miles in length (except a small fraction), and finally the 
outlines of the original town plot of Penetanguishene. 

A sketch of Col, S. Wilmot, the surveyor of the Penetanguishene 
Road in 1811, appeared ia William Harrison's ‘Sketches of Richmond 
Hill and Vicinity,” published in the “Richmond Hill Liberal” in 1888. 
At the time of the survey under review, he lived on lot No. 47, Yonge 
Street (acar Thornhill), and afterwards resided near Newcastle, Ont 

















Rev. Thomas Williams (Memories of a Pioncer, in the concluding 





Memory") states that Birdsall made a survey of the 
shene Road in 1813 oF 1814 
Tn Wilmot’s survey during the late summer of 1811, as 


he suitability of town plots at Kem- 


enctangui= 





above 








described, he merely reported on 
penfeldt Bay and Penetanguishene Harbour, and marked their out 


Fines, Accordingly, on Jan. 28th, 1812, he received instructions to lay 





‘out a town plot on Kempenfeldt Bay (ie. at Kempenfeldt), st the 
place which he had reported as suitable for that purpose, and on the 
following day he also received instructions to lay out the Penetany 
shene town plot. In this way the line of communication between the 
two lakes and its two terminals came into existence 

In Wilmot's survey of the lots slong the Penetanguishene Road 
in a8t1, every farm lot was made to contain 300 acres, with a front 





age of 60 rods on the road, and a depth of 400, according to the 
fe at that time. But by the time the Indian 
for settlement, a 











fessions set free all the land of the county, in 181 
fnew fashion had come in. .\ township was then laid out into Tots, each 


having a frontage of 120 rods on the concession line. The result of 





this change in fashion was that the six townships along the Ps 
borders, 





shone Road each have the two kinds of surveys within thei 
from which much perplesity arises. 

The later class of survey just mentioned, having frontages of 

120 rods, needed a depth of 2662-3 rods to make a lot of 200 acres. 

Th conacetion with this dimension a singular popular delusion pre- 

sails. If you ask any settler how many rods frontage his land has, 

he will tel you correctly, 130, But if you ask him what is the dis- 

e will tell you seven- 

rods, by vulgar frac 





tance between one concession line and another, 





cighths of a mile. The actual depth of 
tions, is fivesixths of a alle, and yet the odd selection of one fraction 


for another has become almost universal 
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This is the mode of survey throughout nearly the whole of the 
county. Yet, still another system came into use in the latest surveys, 
viz, those of Sunnidale and Nottawasaga, in 1832 and 1833, where 
1 sideroad was placed at every third lot, and the alternate concession 
lines, called “blind lines 








"have been usually left unopened. 


SURVEYORS OF THE TOWNSHIPS, 








Towns. Yew Senvavon 
dial 120 Same] M. Benson. 
fan! iso ‘Simmel M: Benson, 
Flot 1821 & 1922 | John Gomeman 
We Gwilla'y | iste Gatniel Loan 
Ina 10 | Richara Bind 
Matched Vite 1850 Sanoel Richardron 
Matchedans (ond 1838 James Hamilton 
Madonte 130 Je"G Ghewatt 
Notte iss home Kelly 
a - {tess (Chas Rani, 
Orin 1s20 Jae, Chewet 
om 0 Jae @: Chewett 
aide 1882 & 1889. Thos Kelly 
Ter Boe ee | ieee chanel 
fee {ei Ia | tone Loan 
Tiny 11 & 1822 | John Goemman, 
‘Toerontia sat Hugh Black 
von iso Jn, Ghevet. 
{is ‘ohn oem 





Ie may be interesting to scan the list of those who obtained the 
patents on surveyor's seript, apparently for the surveys of the different 


townships, and the number of acres received :— 























‘Towser — | Date Paresren Acres. 
Adjla Ezabel Benton 209 
Bee * S09 
Fice Job Goesman Bae x, 
AW" Gwilmtiary | Aig. 188."._| Cabral Count 10 
Tait ny iso’) Saw Peareon B00 
Medonte Rov 41,180... ae G'Chemett Bene 
Noitewarsex Toki SieDonal ato 
Oetie (Nori) Andrew Boriand & Wii, Tow, 3500 
Bris (Sout) " ste) 00 
ro Avg. 24, 1800... Jan, G. Chomett, sido 
Tey Get 16,1600...) Anew Hortand & Wi 'oe| They 
‘Teint May a s820,-"| Gabriel Loant 2s - 
Ty May $i 828°°0°" John Goma fou 
‘Toeroato, Ape is, 1902 "7 Alan Robinet Bo 
Vespa Slay $17 1921.207) fast Gs Chemet ide 
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The table shows how small was the market value of land at the 

time of the surveys, the best lands in the townships having. been, of 
course, sclected. 

‘George and Samuel Lount surveyed the Township of West 

Gwillimbury in the summer of 1819. ‘The nominal contractor for the 

st the actual work devolved 

tupon the-sons, especially George, who had the qualifications of a 


survey was their father, Gabriel Lount 





surveyor, but in whose name contracts were not made until he came 
fof age. His older brother, Samuel, on account of his skill in the 
woods, was a useful helper in the work. 

The instructions to Gabriel Lount, June 15th, 1819, for the survey 





of the Township of Tecumseth were elaborate. This was described 
fas a township in the rear of the Townships of King and Albion. Hi 
twas instructed to measure a distance of nine miles from Yonge Street 


along the northern boundary of King, to determine the S.E. angle of 





the township he was to survey. Minute details then follow as to the 
staking out of the roads and lots. Some uncompleted portions of the 
township were attended to by George Lount in 1832, who had, with 
his brother, Samuel, as in the case of West Gwillimbury, made the 
original survey for their father in 1819, 

For the survey of Innisfil, the Governorsin-Council, on Oct. 23d, 





1810, approved of the proposals of James Pearson, yeoman of Whit- 
church. Mr. Pearson was a son-in-law of Gabriel Lount, and thus 
became the nominal contractor for the work for the Lount brothers. 
The township was surveyed between the first of February and March 
sth, 1820, and Richard Birdsall’s map of it, in the Department of 
Lands, at Toronto, i dated, Newmarket, March 24th, 1820. Mr. 
Pearson, the contractor, received in part payment the patents for 
nineteen lots (3,800 acres), on May 2nd, 1820. 

A circumstance, which is worthy of note, occurred in connection 
with the survey of Innisfl, according to the narrative of an carly 
fettler. The surveyor, named Richard Birdsall, who then fived in 
“Little 
by training in his professions and, if he was thorough, he was also 
slow in his methods. He and the Lount brothers came to an under. 
standing and went into partnership ia the contract, he to receive half 
fof the pay if he did the “compassing,”” and they to chain and receive 
the other half, by which arrangement they would divide the pay into 





York, (Toronto), was an Englishman by birth, as well as 


two equal parts. Their camp was at the Essa line, and the Lounts 
expected to survey across one concession line to Lake Simcoe in 









































SURVEYING AND PREPARING FOR SETTLERS. 45 


ds 
‘camp, thus being out two days at a time. When the work began, 
Birdsall dema 

cut out of the line of sight for his compass, and he would make no off- 
sets cither to the right or the left. Being of the oldschool everything | 
had to come out of his way. This used up three or four days on every 

trip, and instead of being out two days, they spent double that num- 
ber. The Lounts soon objected to this, as they would lose money by 
their contract. In the altercation which followed, Mr. Birdsall told | 
the spokesman that if he was not satised he had better do it himself 
So George Lount took the compass, and after this Mr. Birdsall merely 
tallied forthe chainers, and made the field notes. In this way they carried if 





and return next day along the next concession line to their 


ded that all trees and other obstructions should be 








out the survey so as to lose nothing by the contract. The field nates 

in the Department of Lands are by Mr. Birdsall, When “proving” i 

the survey of this township, Mr, Lount proceeded along the line be- { 

tween lots 25 and 26 across the township from the south side to near 

Big Bay Point, reckoned the position of the last stake, and probing { 

with his staff in the snow suid it ought to be there. Sure enough, he 

struck the stake atthe fst tral, showing the accuracy of the survey 
James G. Chewett, the surveyor of Oro, Medonte, Tay, Orillia 

and part of Vespra, in 1820, was the man who made the frst survey 

for the Welland Canal in 18:8, although his canal route was afler- 











wards deemed impracticable, and was superseded by another 

‘Samuel Richardson, who surveyed Matchedash in 1830, was 
native of Wales, and resided in Penetanguishene for some years. He 
surveyed part of the Penetanguishene town plot in 1829-30, the Orillia 
town plot in 1839, part of Elon Township in 1841, and other lands at 





various times. On the breaking up of the Establishment at Pene- 
tanguishene, he moved to lot 5, a mile north of Kempenfeldt, on the 
Oro side, and soon afterwards died there, (Mar. and, 1843), at the ut 
age of 47 years. He was Treasurer of Simcoe County at the time \j 
of his death 

It is worthy of note that the town line of Flos and Tiny, also that 
between Tay and Medonte, were surveyed by an officer of the Royal 
Engineers when this part of the county was blocked out into townships 
(District Councit Minutes, 1848, p. 4). 

John Goessman, the surveyor of Flos and Tiny, was a native of 





Hanover, and had gone through many hardships in the wars of i 











Napoleon Bonaparte. At a later time (183), he did some work to 
‘complete the survey of Vespra; s0 also did Robert Ross, who was 











ee 
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fa resident surveyor in Basiie during the early days. In one of these 
Tater surveys of Vespra, itis ssid the surveying party were too much 
inclined to hang around some low groggeries on 
Road, and did the 

ship was not good. Some of the hal-lots have twenty or thirty acres 
nore than their due, while others are short, In some of these 


1e Penetanguishene 








work badly. At all events, the survey of the town 


tases the Government, at a later period, had to give the short ones 
Script for land in other places 40 make up the deficiencies 

Te appears the original survey hetween part of the third and 
fourth concessions of Vespra had never been made, or, if so, it be 
came so oblitersted by 1872 that the landholders were subject t0 great 





inconvenience. In order to have it made right, several of them applied 
jorial to the Lieut-Governor- 





to the County Cowscil, which seot a me 
in-Council to have it done, recommending Heary Creswicke, P.LS.. 
to make and complete the survey. There is a considerable "jog" at 
tot 9 on the fifth line, which appears to have arisen out of the same 
complication in the original survey 





At one time there was also projected, 





1d partly made, a second 
survey of Flos by Henry Creswicke, to correet its inaccuracies, just 
is in the cases of Vespra and Sunnidale. But this ressurvey was stop- 
ped at the instance of Dr. J. C, Tache, the Deputy-Minister of Agri- 


Culture, (whose term of office lasted from 1864 till 1888), as he fore- 








Saw a heap of difficulties arising out of any attempt to change the 
Tines of the original survey 

In the original survey of Sunnidate by Thomas Kelly (1832 and 
1833), the portion lying between the Sunnidale Rosd and the eastern 
boundary of the township, in the frst eight concessions, was either 
rot surveyed or the survey was obliterated. Rev. Thomas Williams, 
in hig "Memories," says Robert Ross also made a survey of Sunn 





dale in the early days. About the year 1861, a surveyor, William 
Sanders, also made a private survey of part of the eastern section 
for some of the inhabitants, But it seemed desieable that there should 
be an official survey of it; accordingly, the Township Council, in 1868, 
turged the Government make a survey of this whole easterly part, 
land the Commissioner of Crown Lands accordingly appointed Henry 
Creswicke, jun,, to make this survey. The gore shape of Sunnidale 
the intrusive survey of lots facing the Sunnidale Road passing north- 
wward through the township diagonally across the ranges of lots which 


yan east and west, and the presence of different surveyors at the stake 
ing out of this part of the township, all inevitably led to what might 
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be expected, viz,, woeful confusion, At a public meeting in New 
Lowell, Oct 





thy 1881, sixty owners of land, all interested in the 
tract in question, attended, Their differences were afterwards satis 
factorily settled, 80 that each settler might receive the land he had 
cleared, and an Act of the Ontario Legislature was passed in 1887 
to confirm Creswicke's survey and allotment of the lands in dispute. 
The survey of Ripon town plot on lots 22 and 23, concession 1, was 
also done away sith by this Act. 

Nowadays, the surveyors can define their lines with permanent 
stone or iron stakes. In the early days, the perishable wooden stakes 
they planted rotted off or were burnt off, in so many cases, that sub- 
sequent surveyors often had to travel for miles to find one. In other 
cases, especially where there was swampy land, it is too true that in 





joes no survey was made by the original surveyor. 

Thomas Kelly made a survey of the Township of Nottawasaga 
383 

(inclusive) in the first eleven concessions, the last, or twelfth, 

concession being omitted, There has been a tradition among the olde 





la 1832, and completed a map of it, Feb. 27 as far north as 


tot 








settlers of the township itself, how that a whiskey bottle bore 2 con~ 
spieuous part in the survey on this occasion, so that, if not the sur- 
veyor himself, at least some of the axemen or helpers were too much 
iddicted to the flowing bowl to make a good job of staking out 
the lots, The map he left for posterity to ponder looks allright, yet 
Wwe are reminded to be eautiows about what we sce on paper. Be the 











nstances what they may, Charles Rankin, under instructions 
from the Surveyor-General, dated March 
and completed the survey of it, more especially the northern end and 
the western parts, in the ensuing summer, 





ad, 1833, resurveyed parts 





Me. Rankin’s instructions inchided also a reasurvey of Sunnidale. 
He was furnished from the Surveyor-General’s office with copies of 
those portions of Sunnidale and Merlin already surveyed by Mc. Kelly. 
And His Exeellency's pleasure was also stated to be that Merlin and 
Java should in future be called snd considered as one township 10 
be named Nottawasaga (Java having been the north part, and Merlin 
the south part) 

Accordingly, at Penetanguishene, May 21, 1833, Chas. Rankin, for 
the survey of Nottawasaga engaged (as his Diary relates) Ezekiel Solo 
mon, Cuthbert Amiotte, Thomas LeDuc and Martin Ploof as axemen at 
tro shillings and sixpence per day. Mr. Commissary Wiekens sup 
plied the party with a small quantity of lour and pork for the journey, 
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and they set out by boat for their destination on the opposite shore 
fof Nottawasaga Bay. Mr. Rankin completed the survey of the town- 
ship by Aug. 1sth of that year. 

In the practical results of the surveyors work, generally, this 
county, like others, shows some wild surveying, and a large volume 
Would ‘not contain all the records of agitations and fierce lawsuits 
arising out of blunders in the surveys. There is not township in 
it but has an abundance of “jogs” and irregularities of various kinds, 
Notwithstanding the good inteations of the Government and surveyors 
themselves, some owners of hundred acre lots actually have only ninety 
acres, while others have a hundred and ten. ‘The Act of the Ontatio 
LLegislatute, in 1874, for the imitation of actions by which any disputed 

s became a legal 





line fence which had stood unmoved for ten ye 
houndary, put aa end to a large amount of profitless titigation. 

Te is easy now for us to find faults and see crooked Tines, but i 
was dificult in the woods to run perfectly straight lines and measure 
Gistances accurately. In all the townships there were “jogs” ia the 
middle of the concessions, causing obstructions and deviations on 
the side roads, or cross roads," as they are called in some localities. 
These were a grievance, and the District Council in Oct., 1848, pe 
titioned the Governor-in-Council to remove them. Following this 
agitation, William Gibbard, the surveyor, was engaged in a portion 
Of 1851-2, in running middle lines (in the Township of Innisfil at last, 








‘ad probably in some other townships). This Mr, Gibbard was br 
Ploughoy,"” while on her 


tally murdered on board of the steamer 
downward trip from Sault Ste. Marie to Collingwood in August, 1863, 
land the County Council offered reward of $200 for the apprehension 





fof the murderer. 
These sketches of the early surveys would be incomplete without 
some reference to the numerous town plots which were laid out and 
named, but which failed to receive any inhabitants. A few of these 
may be mentioned :— - 
Hythe, near the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, 1833 





Ripon, on the Nottawasaga River, near Angus, 1833. 
Innisfallen, on Shingle Bay, near Orillia, 1834. 
Amsterdam, on the Holland River, near Bradford, 1836. 





Port Powell, on Tots 9 and 10, con, 4, Tay, on Sturgeon Bay, 1846, 
Leith, beside Allandale, on the south side of Kempenteldt 
Everton, on lot 111, eon, 1, Tay, W. of Midland Bay, 1853 
Bristol, on lot 24, con. 6, Vespra, W. of Barrie 
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Sudbury, near Collingwood, Feb., 1856. 
Deumlanrig, on lot 24, con. 12, Medonte, ete., near Coldwater, 
1856, 
Plans of all these town plots were prepared and registered at the 
times mentioned, but only in two or three instances did any. actual 
settlers take up their abode in these paper towns. 


Mars oF se County, 





As most of the published maps of the county were frst prepared 
by the early surveyors, this will be a convenient place for referring 
to some of them. 

‘The Canada Company issued an atlas of township diagrams of 
Upper Canada (including a number in our county) in two volumes, on 
a scale of about a mile and a half to an inch, No date is attached 
to this atlas, but it is understood to be about 1836. These township 
maps did not contain many details, but have a value as showing the 
Company's lots in each township, with a goodly number of rivers and 
streams traced from the maps of the original surveys 

‘A map of the Home and Simooe Districts, on one sheet, by Chas. 
Rankin, Esq., the surveyor, is dated March st, 1841, and has a 
number of interesting features 

A map of the county, on a seale of two miles and a half to an 
inch, by Wm. Gibbard, PLL,S., 1853, shows the towns and villages, 
mill, travelled roads, and other features, as they existed ia that time, 
And has a special value for anyone interested in the history of the 
‘county for the sake of comparisons with our more modern topography 

John Hogg’s large map of the county, 1874, giving all the names 
of the owners of lands at that time, was an expensive undertaking, 
from which the publisher never realized its cost 

“The map compiled and published by John Dickinson, C. 





1878, 


fon a scale of two miles to an inch, following the extensive railway 





development of the seventies, showed the new railways then con- 
structed 


“The latest is that of the Times Publishing Company, Orillia, and it 





supplies many modern features aot to be found in the older ones. 


‘Two or three editions of it have already appeared, 
































Chapter VI. 


‘THE SUBJECT OF LAND GRANTS 


At this point a review of the general subject of early land grants 
may be profitable; for it will be useful to compare the former land 
on to get 





‘of the present day, and from the compa 
ion of modern land problems, oF to learn the accom 





policies with 
hints for the solu 
panying dangers and how to avoid them, It will also be instructive 
and interesting to follow the history of the first settlements in the fight 
Of the land regulations, and to note the marked effects which their 
Frequent changes produced individually upon the setters, as well 
in the aggregate upoa the face af the country. Indeed there is no 
subject in the wide Feld of local history of more vital importance than 
1d was granted, as it forms the Key to the 

















this question of how the Ia 
foundation of every settlement, whether made on free grant lands, or 
lished by the 





purchased tracts, pr on claims that could only be est 

performance of settlement duties. 
While large grants of land to colonization companies 
have been a feature of the settlement of some counties in this Pro- 
in Simooe County 








vince, it cannot be said that there were any gra 
to large as to affect the whole poptlation at aay period of its history. 


The 
pany, which, however, made no systematic settlement in this county 


as it did in Huron County, its 
throughout the Simeoe townships; the Clergy Reserves, also scattered 





cgest were perhaps the following :—those of the Canada Com- 





ds being situated here and there 


about the county; the grant of 6,000 acres along the Penetanguishene 
Road from Kempenfeld, northward, to the Hos. Wm, McGillivray, 
who died in 1835, (sometimes known in later years as the McDonald 
rant, as it passed into the hands of John McDonald's daughter). 
Besides these, Mr. Quetton St. George received a considerable grant 

in Orillia Township, The Townships of 








(for settlement. purpose 
asaga, having been surveyed some twelve years 





Sunnidale and Not 
later than the other parts of the county, had not so many escum- 


inces of Clergy Reserves or Canada Company lands, (ie., Crown 





Reserves,) as the older townships. 
The revenues from the sales of Crown L 


were any after paying the offials their fees, went to Downing Street 








nds, whenever there 


in the first yeers of the Province’s history, This continued down to 
the Union of the Canadas in 18gr, or about that time, the control 


exercised by the Provincial Government and the Assembly, until that 





time, having been litle more than a nominal one. 
(301 
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The lange majority of those who received free grants in the early 
years of the Province’s history consisted of U. E. Loyalists and their 


Gescendants, the militia who served during the war of 1812, and the 





fetired officers of the British army, Almost all others who became 
settlers procured their lands by purchase. 

From 1783, onward, the Government followed the practice of 
granting lands to the U. E, Loyalists and their children. ‘These pes 
Sons continued to receive grants of land, free from any expense, and 

very. Tittle interruption of impediment until 1818 when the 








Provincial Government imposed a restriction providing that "no grant 
of land would issue in future to persons of any description until a 
satisfactory certificate be filed that a habitable house is erected on 
some part of the land to be granted, and a sufficient clearing thereon 
funder fence in the proportion of five acres per tos."” This settlement 





regulation seems to have materially changed the facilities for location 
afforded the loyalists, but not being uniformly enforced, it became a 
ricvance—one of the chief grounds of complaint before the Rebellion 
“as will afterward appear 

In addition to. these gratuitous grants to loyalists and_ their 
descendants, provision was made in 1820 for the location also of the 
militia of 1812 upon lands belonging to the Crown. Upon presenting 
fh certificate of service from the adjatantgeneral, each claimant of this 
Glass became entitled to receive a ticket of location—a system intro~ 
fluced in the previous year in connection with grants to loyalists. In 
all cases the settlement duty was insisted upon: 

Several townships in this county, in which locations had been 





made up to 2oth Janvary, 1824, appear in the Fists printed in the 
Report on Canadian Archives for 1896 (p- 16), and the figures therein 





West Gwillimbury (new surves) 186 locations. 
Tecumseth rst 

Innisfil 1600 

Essa 7 

Oro 78 

Vespra a 
Medonte i 
Flos 

Tiny 

Tay 5 





Ca 
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Although there were thus more than six hundred location tickets 
.nted within the fist year after the survey of these townships, there 
were not one-tenth of that number of actual settlers in the county, 
land-grabhing having been @ common practice then as later. 











Another change took place in 1825 in the regulations in coaform 
ity with a system then adopted in all the other British colonies. This 
consisted in making a valuation of the lands throughout the Province, 
and 





osing average prices to be struck for each district, at which 


prices hus fixed all the vacant lands were offered for sale. What 





these prices were may be learned from the Report on Canadian Archives 
for 1898 (p- 33), which affords information as to the value of the 
tungranted lands of the Crown in each district, according to the 
Minutes of the Executive Council at York (Toronto), oth June, 1826 





From the Schedule therein exhibited, the valuations for the diferent 





townships in this county, at that time, appear to be 





West Guillimbury and Tecumseth 6 shillings per acre 
Adjala, Innisfil, Essa, and Tosorontio so 
‘Oro, Vespra, Flos, Medonte, Orillia, Tay and 

"Tiny 4 


Further orders affecting land grants were issued by the British 





Government ia 1831, a addition to those issued in 1825 respecting 


© the British colonial system, and a table was formulated 





Tay oct ua oar co a vargay WU grey ora? 
Ten taplned, Tue depen to lds cfr fom the Colo Sone 





tary, Lord Goderich, had a local application to the hallpay officers 
along the Oro shore, and elsewhere in the county. 

A General Order of August 1st, 1831, laid down the following 
graduated seale, according to which each officer purchasing land in 
the usual way became entitled to a remission of the purchase money 





to the extent here specified: 


Field offi 





rs, 25 years" service 





Captains, 20 
‘Subsltes 
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Regulations, similar to these, by which officers of the Royal Navy 
(Commanders, Lieutenants, aed Subalterns, respectively), could 
Secure land grants in Upper Canada, were also issued in Match, 1832. 





Usnarey Rescers, 


In all these cases the settlement duties applied, location tickets 
being given at the time of the settler's arrival, and no patent was 
issued until the settlement duties were complied with. Such, at any 
rate, were the regulations as they appeared in print; ut there is rea 
son to believe that in actual practice there was a different state of 
affairs, and the regulations fell far short of being carried into effect. 








So many ways of evading the settlement duties were found, that in 
May, 1832, the Provincial Government cancelled all previous orders 
respecting ‘settlement duties, and refused to issue patents 1 any 
individual until it was ascertained that a resident settler was estab- 
lished on some part of the grant. This was done because the bene- 
volent intentions of the Government in favour of U, E, Loyalists and 








other privileged claimants were daily frustrated, and the settlement 
of the province impeded by speculators purchasing the settlers’ rights 
and holding vast quantities of land for higher prices. From this time 
forth the question of land-grantinge was a bone of contention. The 
House of Assembly and the Executive were constantly at war on this 
subject, and it was a prominent source of friction leading: up to the 
troubles of 1837. The House of Assembly transmitted an Address to 
Lieutenant Governor Colborne on 28 November, 1833, requesting 
information on the subject of lands to U. E. Loyalists and others. 
‘The information requested was laid before the Assembly, December 
12, 1833, whereupon the subject was referred to a select committe 
of the House, 








whieh reported February 27, 1834. Their report con- 








ned some Strong accusations. 
The ceport was accompanied by an Address on the subject of 

U. E. Rights to King William IV., who was then reigning. The Bri- 

tish House of Commons took action about two years afterward, by 

merely callings for som 

the Executive and Assembly came no neacer a settlement of the burn 


information, Meanwhile in Upper Canada, 





ing question, and the result was, ia part at least, the uprising of 
as everyone knows. 

A word remains to be said on the subject of the machinery for 
locating the settlers and granting their lands. In 1785, even before 
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the setting apart of Upper Canada, local land boards had been 





appointed for the purpose of accommodating; persons desirous of form: 
ing settlements in the province. Under varying forms these land 
819, the regulations 





boards continued t exist for many years. In 


were such that emigrants desirous to become setters in the province 





were under the 
Tor and great inconvenience was the result, For the remedy 


of this grievance, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, in that. year 


ressity of presenting themselves at York (now 








appointed in each of the districts (there were x2 in the province) cer~ 
thin persons to form local boards, with power te locate any setter ia 
the respective district. At a subsequent date similar boards: were 
instituted in the counties. 

‘considerably; sometimes 





rants fuet 





The eapidity of mal 





fone section, sometimes another, was the favourite point for location 
An examination of the patents granted in the province between April 





1 and August 1, 1836, shows that during that particular period, of the 





total 1,596 grants, they largely predominated ia Simcoe and Kent 
counties. While 384 of the 1,536 descriptions for patents issued dur- 
ing those four months were for Simcoe County, no less than 461 
patents for the county passed the Great Seal of the Province in the 
same period” (The patents were issued by the Secretary and Registrar, 


while the descriptions for patents, of which there were fewer, were 





issued by the Surveyor-General.) The large number of grants made at 
‘cular peciad in Simcoe had a cause. Sir Francis Bond Head 
red the House of Assembly, on May 28, 1836, and just before 





the elections in June, the Government issued patents to many persons 
to make new votes and influence the elections. In Medonte, for 





example, the Government issued 55 patents during’ the latter part of 
May and the moath of June, 1836, 

The settlers of Medonte, so many of whom received patents at 
this time, had gone into the township mostly during the large influx 
tf 1832, and they now received their patents in exchange for polti- 





tal support. How like present day methods this looks! The election 
had its influence in the augmentation of the number of patents in the 
other earlier months of that year, as well as during the cletion itself. 
‘The patents were perhaps nothing more than the just rights to which 

nttied, if they had duly performed their settlement 





the settlers were 
duties (which is doubeful in every case), but to issue the patents in 
return for votes was wrong, and it raised a great outery throughout 
the province at the time, 
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THe U. Ey Lovauisr Geawts 18 Sntcoe County 





In those days there were no free grants to, any but the U. E 
Loyalist descendants, besides the soldiers and the marines. A lange 
umber of persons of both sexes, descended from U. E. Loyalists, 
received grants in Simcoe County, but, in only a few cases did they 
fever settle on the lands, Speculators bought up their scrip and held 
the lands for a rise ia value. 





The U. E, Loyalists claimed, whether always truly or not, the 





loss of much property during the American Revolution of 176. In 


the War of 1812-15, their claims to reward were perhaps stronger. 
‘The later war between Great Britain and the United States arose out 
of a question with which Canada had little to do; and yet the Can- 
adians, whose position made them the principal sufferers, are those 
who are mainly enftled to exedit for repelling the different invasions 





to which their antagonist subjected them. It was thus largely 
hough they were not the oaly defenders), 





through U. E. Loyalists (a 
that Canada held her own in the war, and they preserved by their 
devotion the lands of the grants for which their descendants. alter 
ward came into possession, But if the large number of allotments to 
their descendants in Simcoe County alone be any eriterif! for the rest 
appear to have been amply repaid in lands, the 








fof this provinee, the 
face of the country having been laid under-heavy tribute to their 


descendants 
Loyalists, 





In confining the {ree grants to the descendants of U 
with retired soldiers and marines, the object of the makers of the 
regulation was to people the new country with a loyal stock. It was 
too often the practice of the Governors and their Executive Councils 
in those days to regard the inhabitants as disloyal if they complained 
about anything,—as under the inflwence of United States repub- 

vsted with self-government or favours. 








licanism-—and as unfit to be tr 





Spectatons 4 GRIEVANCE. 


The Earl of Durham showed in his now famous Report how 
pearly half of all the surveyed land in this province had been granted 


as rewards, or in the attempt to make rewards, for public services; and 
fof the land thus granted, perhaps less than a tenth had been occupied 
by actual setters, In Simeoe County the state of affairs was not 
Gifferent from that of any other part of the province. An inspection 
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of the lst of patentees for the county shows that a large proportion 
fof those who received land grants never became actual settlers, but 
sold them to 





xs The County in this way came to have its due 
‘quota of land sharks, and in the scramble for lands, the honest setter 
often got trampled. “The Rev. Thomas Williams, ia his ‘*Memories 
(No. 8}, relates the story from the settler's point of view 

From the first organization of the Simcoe District Council in 
1843 onward, the non-resident land speculators were attacked. They 
hhad bought large tracts of land, paid one or two instalments, and 





brought to bear all the influence at their command on the Governments 
of the day to save their lands from becoming lable to taxation. The 
actual settler had to open and improve the roads, build the schoo! 


houses and churches, and otherwise enhance the value of the specula- 





to's land, while the speculator himself was sleeping. 

The District Council, as early as May 17, 1844, passed a By- 
law imposing a tax of one penny per acre on all wild lands owned by 
non-residents, including lands of the Canada Company. But from 
certain proceedings that took place in the House of Assembly at the 
time, the Council became doubtful whether they could legally enforce 
payment of the tax. As a result, they sought power to tax the wild 
lands, and for this purpose sent a petition to both Houses of the 
Legislature in the following Febrvary. Again, in February, 1847, 
they passed another by-law to the same effect, and a lengthy report 
giving an account of the wild land tax question appears in the pub- 
Fished proceedings for that time, (at page 356), a perusal of which is 
well worth the time of any person who desires 10 know the history 
cof the contest 

(On account of wild land tax, the County Council received in 
1850 from the Canada Company the sum of £970, 98. The Clergy 


Reserve lands sold were aot liable to taxes, and this state of affairs 





Drought forth a “memorial” from the Council to the Government. in 
June, 1851. 


Where the wild land belonged to individuals or companies 





engaged in the lumber trade, they’ opposed settlement, as their lands 
would be taxed after settlers arrived 

For many years the wild land tax was a bone of contention in 

ch successive County Council having to wrestle with 





this county, 
the dificulty, and the owners paying it reluctantly and only after 
rmuch forcing. There was a regular system of speculating in Crown 
Lands. Many persons paid only one instalment, paid ao taxes, and 
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held the lands at high prices. This resulted in transferring almost 
‘every vacant lot in the county from the Crovin to private individuals, 





thus driving away actual setters. Accordingly, the problem had to 
be attacked from a new point of view, and an Order in Council, 
relating to Crown Land arrearages, was passed. (Crown Land 
Regulations, No, 16, January 13, 1859.) 


‘The renewal of the attack upon the speculators brought forth 
renewed energy on their part to save their position. Thus, Thomas 
C. Street, of Welland County, for taxes on wild lands which he had 
paid in Kent County, recovered them again by a law suit, because 
the tite was stil vested in the Crown. He then proceeded to claim 
‘om Simcoe County the sum of $534.44) which he had paid on his 
wild Tands here, This brought on a special session of the County 
Councit in November, 1861, at which they decided to get the Hon 
Jas Patton's opinion, and hegan to make preparations to fight. In 
the end Mr. Steet Brought an action for $1,600 against the County 
in the Court of Common Pleas, and obtained judgment for $400. The 
‘County Council appealed from this decision to the Court of Error 
Appeal. Owing to the decision of Justice Draper in Street 
‘County, it was now threatened that some $30,000 or $40,000 would 
he demanded from Simcoe County respecting the sales of unpatented 














lands for taxes. Some four or five actions were already begun by 
May 9, 1852, Mr, Street, who had brought the action against this 
county for tax sales alleged to be illegal, was for some years about 
this time the member of Pasliament for Welland, and used his influence 








to obstruct in the House all settlement of taxes on wild lands 


‘The amount of friction that arose in the early sixties from the 


sales of wild lands for taxes was enormous, and the ownership of 
many farms came into question about that ‘time in this hartassing 





way, Much ansiety and unnecessary expense was caused to unol- 
fending settlers from the tax sales of former yeags- By Janliary 26, 
1864, there were eight chancery suits ia progress against the county 
arising out of tax sales. 

When the Government in 1863 resumed and offered for sale 
‘unpatented and unimproved lands in the Township of Flos, the non- 
resident holders of which had not paid arrearages, but were holding 
them for purposes of speculation, the County Council expressed the 
hope that ir would pursue the same policy toward all such lands in 
the county 
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‘Tue Muskoka Fane Grants. 


‘The modern system of free grants to every actual settler —the 
happy system inaugursted by the Province of Ontario immediately 
after Confederation, had in fact its beginning in Simeoe, which was 


the mother county of Muskoka where the system was first put into 





practive. And, accordingly, st would be unfair to omit an account of 
so important a mi 

TAs early as June, 1865, when a single representative at the 
County Council Board, viz., for Morrison and Muskoka, was the 
‘only mouthpiece for the territory from the Severn River to the North 
Doig, a definite step was taken in this desirable direction. The Coun 





i seat a memorial to the Governor-in-Counell asking that all Crown 
ands at the disposal of the Crown, suitable for farming purposes, 
‘and not above the actual value of $4 an acre, should be offered either 
ae eee grants to actual settlers, or offered for sale at a nominal price 
Sufficient to cover the expenses of survey, accompanied by the most 
dal settlement, They began their 

semerial by stating that the manner in which the farming lands in 
This Province had been disposed of by the Crown, had been injurious 
ded its 

progress and settlement. They then urged the giving of free grants 
ein as the true policy which the Government should follow. Per~ 
ape no county had suffered more than Simcoe from speculators hold- 








Stringent regulations as to ac 





to the best interests of the country, and had materially reta 








ing the wild lands to the great injury of the farming interests. They 
gon and Muskoka, 





tlso asked, in behalf of the new townships of Mo 





then just organized and represented for the first time by a Reeve in 
the Council, and in behalf of other such townships, that the setters 
on their lands 





be clieved from the payment of arr 

Tn November of the same year, the Council again urged the 
Governor-in-Counel in a memorial to adopt the system of free grants 
fethe feture. ‘This memorial was prepared at the iastance of T. D. 
key, M.P., who was urging on the Government the adoption 








The Act to secuce free grants and homesteads to actual settlers 
fon the Public Lands was finally passed, February 28, 1868, and 
Qecame law, While it was passing through the Legislature, viz.) in 
January, 1868, the Council again memoriaized the Lieutenant-Gove 





perincounc to re-sell lands forfeited for non-payment of 








ved to forfeit i less than nine or ten years Tands in arrears 











THE suBjEC 





OF LAND GRANTS. 6 


In June, 1870, the Council sent another memorial 10 the 
Lieutenant-Governtor-in-Council to cancel the arrearages on lands in 
Muskoka that had been located bet ce Grants 


Act."" The pioneers there had agreed to pay $1.00 an acre, and had 











re the passing of the “F 





made the roads and other improvements, whieh later arrivals were 
enjoying, besides having had to pay nothing for their lands. The 
grievance was one which deserved the immediate attention of the 
Government, and showed negligence or oversight on the part of the 
Legislature when it passed the Free Grants Act 

In January, 1872, the County Council memorialized the Lieuten- 
ant-Governorin-Council and the House of Assembly of Ontario to 








aid in the development of the Free Grants District. The memorial 
pointed out that the revenue of the Province had been lately augmented 
by timber dues levied within the district, to a large amount, one 
township slone having yielded nearly $100,000; that a fair and rea- 





sonable proportion of these revenues should be expended within it, in 
such public works as would promote agricultural settlement and gen 
ral trade; and that the most successful way had been to subsidize 
railways in a district, The memorial had in view a subsidy for the 
Muskoka Extension Railway, which soon after this time came to be 
a realized fact. 

The Free Grants system thus inaugurated and fairly launched in 
its course, and which had heen s0 thoroughly nursed while the dis- 
trict was @ part of Simeoe County, was a success in a general way. 
Yet it had a few drawbacks, which one might expect as inseparable 





from any system. For example, the squatters in the Free 
lands of Muskoka were like the half-breed squatters of the Red River 
at an earlier day. They settled on the frst vacant lot they found, 
remained till the last stick of timber was cut down, and then removed 
to another lot which they reduced to the same condition as the first. 
‘There are whole tracts in Muskoka where setters are scarce from the 
Adoption of this plan 





































































Chapter VIL. 


‘THE FIRST WHITE SETTLEMENTS, AND THE PEOPLE, 
WHO MADE THEM. 


Almost the first settlers in the county were a band of fugitives 
from Lord Selkirk's Red River Settlement. In 1819 they took up 
farms a short distance southwest of Bradford, in what has always been 
Iknown as the “Scotch Settlement."” There were the families of 
Sutherland, McKay, Matthewson, MeBeth, Ross and Campbell. Three 
‘others, natives of Ireland, settled 
year, viz., the families of Wallace, Algeo and Armstrong. 
‘Along the edge of Tecumseth facing W. Gwillimbury, Andrew 
Carswell, James Manning: and one or two others settled in 1819. Tn 
Innisfil, Francis Hewson settled at Big Bay Point in or about the 
In the same year (1819) about a dozen families located on the 


sar the Holland River the same 








Pes 
families of Brown, Bergin, Debenham, Drury, Gough, Hart, Hickling, 
Jones, Lawrence, Luck, Mair, Partridge, Watson, White and several 
‘other families, all of whom settled within a short time of each other. 
‘These were followed in the next year or two by the families of Bruce, 
Craig, Johnson, Lang, McLean, Richardson and Williams, who set- 


etanguishene Road in Oro and Vespra. Amongst these were the 





tled to the north of the last named group. While near Penetangui- 
shene, a few families settled within a year or two after the removal of 
the Nottawasaga garrison to that place in 18:8, 

All these families and many more will be referred to when we 
come to take up each neighbourhood by itself. The arrival of settlers 
was, however, tardy; and only a few isolated clearings were made up 
to the year 1831, when a considerable tflux of settlers took place. 
In the next year (1832) the influx became quite general and lasted 
for about three years, when another Tull tok place—a calm before the 








t gathering: storm of the Rebellion. 
i Many causes are accountable for this large influx of setters in 
i 1832, The Reform Bill riots ia Britain at the time no doubt caused 


to Dr Thomas Reph in bi "Staite Account preva in Br 








in 1832 on the subject of colonial slavery, compelling the British 
rc) 
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Government to legislate in favour of emancipation ia 1833. This 





agitation produced feelings hostile 10 the West Indies, and more 
favourable to Upper Canada, where the importation of slaves had 
heen abolished in 1793. Besides these, the war of 1812-15 had called 
attention in Britain to Canadian affairs. The peaceful period succeed: 
ing the war, during which period peace also rejzned in Europe, was 2 
time when # number of travellers—Murray, Hall, Mes. Trollope, Galt, 
and many others~passed through the United States and Canada. On 
reaching England, their travels were published, and thus public atten- 
tion there was directed even more extensively toward Canada, 











‘The Rebellion of 1837 is a sharp dividing line, Those who settled 
before it were the pioncers of the county. When the Rebellion 
troubles were at an end, other settlers began to flock in once more 

tion was kept up to present times. Thus 





and the stream of immig 
it will be seen that the period before the Rebellion stands out by itself, 


sharp and cleas,—and it is with this period more particularly that we 





intend to deat in the present work. 


Serrieamsrs AcconpiNe 10 NATIONALITY. 


In this county as elsewhere throughout the province the pioneers 


settled in groups or clusters, according to their nationality. In the 





‘course of a journey through the county in its pioneer days, a person 
‘would come upon groups of English, Scotch, Irish, French-Can 
adians, Germans, and Negroes—all of whom appear to have settled 


in clusters, giving to each neighbourhood its distinctive features, 





which it will retain for several generations to come. It is interesting 
to note the progress made hy these diferent national groups or settle 
ments, for they are favourably situated throughout the county for 
purposes of comparison. ‘The thrifty Saxon is side by side with his 
less lymphatic neighbour, the Celt, from Ireland or the Highlands of 





Scotland, and the two are mutually heneited, politically, religiously, 
and in many other ways, by the contact. 

In West Gwillimbury there was a settlement of Highland Scotch 

refugees from Lord Selkirk’s colony on the Red River; while in the 

in Tecumseth, in the eastern 

‘of Tanisfil—spread over parts 


northern part of the same township, 
portion of Essa, and in the southwes 
of four townships with Cookstown as a centre—was a large settlement 
fof Protestant Orangemen from the North of Ireland, In Southeast 








Innisfil, and in West Essa, were small settlements of Lowland Scotch. 



































“4 4 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 





Adjala was originally peopled by Irish Catholics, large groups of 
‘whom also loested in Flos and Medonte, though these mostly since 
the Rebellion of "37. In Oro and ia Nottawasaga are lange settlements 
fof Highland Scotch, most of whom were natives of the island of 
Islay, Near Penetanguishene a settlement of French 








anadians was 
planted 


about 1832 on what was known as Wilberforce Street. These, and 





made about 1828, and in Oro two dozen Negro families wi 


many more, are the “national” settlements which were formed 

and it may be added that the 
igreater portion of the county's population at that time was com- 
prised within these “little nations,” each having but a few square 





throughout the county prior 0 18, 








mriles of area, ‘The conditions of life (especially the introduction of 
railways, which rapidly mix the populatioa) as in every new country 
here became sich, however, that distinctive national traits of eharac- 
ter are giving way to more cosmopolitan manners and speech, 

A story is told of the early settlers of Essa (and confirmed on 
good authority), that they would not allow a Roman Catholic to settle 
amongst them. A few of such, however, did manage to settle, but 
the almost unmixed Protestant population of this township, down t0 
the present day, tells the story in uncertain language of this "select 


pale 





"on the part ofits first settlers. 


Tue: Euewents oF Ove Porvtariox, 


With the groups of English, Scots, Irish, French-Canadians, Ger- 
fe particular nationality or ereed in each case determines 

the characteristic fof the group—trsits which are persisting 
nagh several generations, notwithstanding the levelling tendencies 











fof modern life 


‘The accompanying lists give, by townships such settlements or 








{groups of the original rural population of Simcoe County, as can be 
set down in tabular form. The town and village portion of our 
population is too mixed 10 be amenable to analysis of this kind; the 
only observable rok: in this case is that the population of each town 
is mainly recruited from the rural districts in its ncighbouthood. 


In this county, as elsewhere, names of politcal and 





ious sig- 
nifeance ate often the most convenient for the designation of the 
various geoups. 

For the most part, those who colonized this county belonged to 
the peasant classes of Great Britain and Ireland, as the accompanying 
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Guours oF Finsr Serr.ens. 








Freach-Canadians (begun in 1838),Tiny, Tay 

English (from northern counties of 
England begun in 1820).......Oro and Vespra (2s families st first) 
Medonte, Tecumseth, West 


Gwillimbury. 
Scots (Irom Sutherlandshire at first. 
Immigeants with Lord Sel- 
kirk's Red River Colonists 
Seventeen families, — located 
hhere in 1819) 0 
Scots (from Islay, Argyleshire. 
Begun in 1832) (Oro and Nottawasaga chiefly, and 
a few families of the same migra 
tion into Medonte, Orillia, Sunni- 
dale 





West Gwillimbury, 





Scots (Lanarkshire and _Renfrew- 
shire, via Dalhousie Township, 
Ont., in 1832. Many Glasgow 
and Paisley weavers were 
among these) Innisfil, Essa, 
Scots (Dumfriesshire, 1832 to 1850) Innisfil 
Trish (begue in 183 
from Ulster. Extensive set 








tlement) sven West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, 
Innisti, Essa, Tossorontio, 
Irish Palatines (ahout 10 families 
jn 1831) esinenn West Gwillimbury 
Trish (Catholies, begun in 1828) .Adjala, Vespra, Flos, Medonte, 
Nottawasaga. 
Irish (from Londonderry in 1850, 


ete.) Innis 
Germans (begun with 10 families 

in 1834) Nottawasaga 
Negroes (Begun in 1838) Oro (20 families), Sunnidale 


Indians (Ojibways, population about 
266) .--Beaysoleil and Christian Islands, 
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table of groups will show; and the traits of character so marked in 
the British peoples have shown themselves ia the life of the people 
of this county. The sea and sea life have the effect of giving to men 
the virtues of courage and valor in greater amount than other kinds 
fof life; and those peoples, like the British, who live nearest the sea, 


furnish sail 








rs of the most courageous types. Speaking generally 
the pioneers had more courage than modern people, because there 
‘were more vecasions demanding the exercise of courage, but our pio= 
neers mostly came of a courageous race. 

‘There were a few other kinds of people among the pioneers, When 
the soldiers, for example, passed to and fro in the time of the war 
fof 1812-15 through the county, it was then in a state of nature. But 





Main stret, Penetanguichene 


as soon as it was opened up for settlement, many of the soldiers who 
had been impressed by its fair appearance became actual setters 

At the first the rural development ia comparison with that of the 

whirl 

of time has completely reversed this order of things in the seventy oF 





towns and villages of that time, strikes the observer. The 


tighty odd years that have elapsed since the First extensive settlements 
4 Orillia, ia 
for example, or rather, these villages, each contained a dozen 


was of Bradford, Barrie 





were made, The incipient 
1 








or two families; Collingwood and Stayner did not spring into existence 
until the construction of the Northern Railway in 18545 Penetangui- 
shene was a trifle larger in 1837 than any other place in the county 
while Midland was not begun until 1872 at the time of the inaugura- 


tion of the Midland Railway. Nowadays, the towns and villages con- 
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tain more than half of the population, but at the fist they contained 
conly about the one-twentieth part 

[At the end of the second volume there are lists of the settlers 
who had arrived in the county before 1837, numbering some 1,800 
heads of families. After seventy odd years searcely half a dozen of 
nese pioneers survive. New generations in tenfold numbers fil their 
places, and cultivated fields take the place of the forest openings in 
the midst of which they lived and labored with their three-cornered 
hharrows and other primitive implements 

The brief sketches of some of the fist settlers, of which the second 
volume mainly consists, relate chiefly to the fist thirty of forty settlers 
arriving before the others in each township. Of necessity this plan 
will include those who came in the twenties into South Simeoe, also 
-y road to that post, in 
the north half of the county, who mostly came during the same early 





those at Penetanguishene and along the mili 


years. But in the other parts of the county those who came a few 
years later than the above were the pioneers. 


Tue Durariow oF Lire. 


‘The increase of population in later years is to some extent duc 
to an increase in the duration of life. Many persons in this county at 
fone time or another, have reached the age of 100 years or more, and 
f few facts shout this subject may be’ worthy of record at this part 
of the history. 














Some Centesantans oF Sitcoe County, 
Same Native Connty. Death. Age. _ Residence 
John McKay, Kintyre, Setand, Jan. 31, 1857, 107 years, Nottawaeage 
‘AnthorGoash, Gor Majo: Ineand, Dec 13, seg 1018" Weewiltabury 
Daniel MeCardy, Ge’ Anti, freland, June 18he 10)" Tecumeet 
Wm Mackiey” GoArmagh, Inland, Apr 17, 1g70 104" -WeGwillibory. 
‘Aigo Sutherland, Sellen, Ar. 241885, 303 
diate Camplin Fyrone, ireland, Jan 20,1860, 102" Glenealn 
res Dorey Treen By 15; 1806, 193 Ala 
ogene Smits, Corky Ireland, Mar 11; 100g 102" Verne Barre, 
Fri oa, Glo and, Ser: Hp, in) Mien 
atti Mccarthy. CotCork, Ireland, Jan: 28,1908 10h" Tay. 


‘The accompanying list gives such particulars as the writer has 
ble to gather in regard to a few of these centenarians. This 





{is not by any means 2 complete list, and it is to be remembered that 
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it can be greatly added to, but it is suliciently representative to be 
instructive so far as it goes. It is worthy of note that the persons 
famed in the list, almost without exception, came either from Ireland 
or from the Scottish Highlands, both kinds, in fact, belonging to the 
most northerly or outlying peoples. Their endurance shows not only 
the hardiness of the Celtic race, to which they mostly belonged, but 
also the healthfulness of the climate to which they came. It is also 
‘worthy of note that a number of the Ojibway Indians in the county 


have succeeded in passing the century mark, but the facts of their ages 


are less reliable than in the cases of the white settlers, 

















Chapter Vill. 


‘THE BEGINN 





ING OF LAKE NAVIGATION, 


‘The Northwest Company complained to the Upper Canadian 
Goverament in 1811 that the forwarding parties on Lake Erie and 

iF the frontier had been continually subjected to the 
vexatious interference of the United States customs officials sinc 





1796, and they had had boats and property seized and detained. They 
suggested the use of the route across the narrow part of the province 
by way of 





Ike Simeoe, and this soon brought about the navigation 








‘of that lake, as well as the establishment of lake ports at the south- 


fern end of Georgian Bay for the convenience of 





ravigation on that 
large body of water, the Grst of such ports being the Nottawasaga 
River outlet and Penetanguishene. 

At the first the craft in general use was, of course, the birch 
bark canoe. Then came batteaux, especially in the time of the war 
‘of 1812-185 sloops and schooners soon followed on both Lake Simeoe 
land the Georgian Bay, The inauguration of steamboats on Lake 
Simcoe took place in 1832, and a “horseboat”” was tried in 1838, but 
did not work well 








Te First Sanus Vessets ox Lake Sitcoe, 


As the Northern Railway was not opened till October, 1853, the & 
carly vessels on Lake Simcoe were chielly concemed with the frst 
settlement of the County, and must, accordingly, come in for a pa 





sing review 


Until the year 1832, a few small boats and one schooner com= 








prised the entice ‘shipping’ of Lake Simeoe. Of the small boats, 
2 sloop belonging to Philemon Squire of Holland Landing was often 
lused by parties of settlers going to different points on the lake. 

In 3819, depots were established on the Nine Mile Portage for 
nilitary stores in transit to the posts on the Upper Lakes; and about 
the same time an armed schooner was built to sail on Lake Simcoe 
for the protection ofthe military storehouse oa Kempenfeldt Bay, and 
the transportation of the stores. Tt was kept in commission by the 

‘of U. E. Loyalists 





Johnsons of Holland Landing-—a fami 
(09) 
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John Goldie, a traveller who visited Holland Landing in 1819, 
speaks of this schooner in his journal as follows: “There is nothing 
but one schooner upon the lake, which is sufficient for all the trade at 
present.” 

For some time in the “twenties” Eli Beman also owned a 
schooner (probably the one just mentioned, the successor of which, 
in the fities, was’ named the Queen.) Rev. Peter Jones mentions 
it in his Journal, making the following entry on July 7%, 1829 
“We sailed from the Island (Snake Island) this morning in Mr, 
Beman’s schooner, for Yellowhead’s Island.” 





‘Tue Finer Sreasens ox Laxe Sascor. 


‘The increasing influx of population and the consequent growtn 
of tral created a want of better 





ipping" facilities. To meet 





jthis want, the half-pay wficers who had taken up estates chiely 
north shore of Kempenfeldt Bay in Oro, formed a joint 





[nek Sepang tod wll megatat, “his sal wens 
tamed the Si John Colborne, in honour of the Lieeenant Governor 
Of that day, was bute at Holland Landing ia tyr, at the Soldiers 

hed in 1832." ‘The Sir John Colborne ts 
Said co have Hees High preauure Yesocl and appears to bays made 





which was 








or Lower Landing, and lau 


more excitement than speed, as will be seen from the following 
‘account of her first voyage :— 


“The trip from Holland Landing to Kempenfeldt consumed no 
fess than a week, a day or two of which was spent at the mouth of 
Cook's Bay. Proceeding thence along the south shore, calls were 
fade at Jackson's Point and Beaverton of the present, when the 
Craft, commanded by Captain Borland, endeavoured to make Orillia, 
but could not pase the Lake Couchiching Narrows. A day was 
employed in replenishing her fuel hold, but for want of a safe landing 
place the wood had to be brought off the shore in small boats. Con: 
Tinuing her course westward along the north shore of the lake, halts 
were made at the eabin of every settler along the route, as they were 
lll stockholders in the enterprise, possessed of very convivial dispo- 
tions, and only too eager to ‘celebrate’ the advent of steam navi- 
‘gation upon Lake Simcoe; so what mattered the fact that a week's 
Eruise was necessary to chain the two termini? Time was not ‘of 
the essence,” and even though it had been, many of the settlers Kept 
w faore, powerful ‘essence’ on tap in their cabins, which accounts in 
Some degree for the length of time speat on the pioneer cruise of 
ihe pioneer steamer over the most charming of inland Canadian 
stretehes.”” 









































THE BEGINNING OF LAKE NAVIGATION a 


‘The Sir John Colbome was sold in 1833 to Chasles Thompson, 
land seems to have increased her specd with time, for in Walton's 
Directory for 1833-4 we find that ““The steamboat Colbome leaves 
the Holland Landing Mondays and Thursdays, at 8 o'clock in the 
morning, passing round Lake Simcoe.”" 

This vessel deawing too much water to pass through “The 
Narows," she soon gave place on the Lake to the Peter Robinson 
steamer, which was built in 1834. ‘This boat was conducting: the 
traffic of the lake in 1837, when Mrs: Jameson, the eelebrated author 
fess passed this way. In 4838 the following notice appeared in the 
Toronto Patriot 

“Lage Siicos—Steamoar Norice—The Peter Robinson will 


leave Holland Landing for the Narrows, via Barrie and Oro, every 





Monday and Friday, and via Georgina and Thoriah every Wednes- 
day. On seturn to Holland Landing will leave the Narrows every 
and Saturday, via Thoria and Georgina, and via Oro and 
Barrie every Thursday. The hour of departure for the Holland 





Tuesda 





Landing and the Narrows will be eight a.m. precisely. Wx, Lavotte 
rox, Managing Owner. 

‘After receiving an overhauling in 1839, her name became The 

Another steamboat, the Beaver, was launched in the summer of 
1845. We learn from Smith’s Gazetteer for 1846 that ‘During the & 
season, the steamboat Beaver leaves the Holland River for Barrie 
and Orilia every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, returning on the 
alternate days."" In glancing over the files of the Barrie Magnet, we 











came upon the following notice of an excursion in the issue of July 





12, 1849. As it contains some points of contrast when compared 
with present facilities, it will no doubt have an interest for modern 
readers 

PuEasone EXCURSION ON Lake Sutcor 


At the solicitation of several of the inhabitants of Barrie and 
neighborhood, Captain Laughton has kindly consented to run the 
Steamer Beaver for a pleasure excursion, on Thursday, the roth July. 
Starting from Barrie at 7 o'clock am., the Beaver will proceed via 

ina, to Orillia; from thence round the beautiful lake ““Couchi- 

‘nd return to Barrie in the evening. The Amateur Band, 
at Holland Landing, have Kindly volunteered their services for the 
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Single Tickets for the trip 58. 
For a Gentleman and Lady, 75. 6d 
Do. with Two Ladies, 105 
Meals will be provided on board at 18. 34. each, 
will proceed to Georgina the same evening, 
The steamboat landing on the Holland River was seven miles 








he “Beaver’ 





from the lake; and the river for this distance was so very crooked 
toten ran her nose into the marshy banks 





and narrow that the boa 
land had to be pushed off with poles. This was a tedious experience 
for passengers, and led to the removal of the Beaver in the season of 
1850 “from the old landing on the east branch, to the Bradford 





SSS SS 
‘the Steamer " Morning” 15 


river, This branch 





bridge landing place, on the west branch of th 
fs said co be much easier to navigate than the cast branch; the water 
being deeper, the stream broader, and its course ot so tortuous or 
choked with marsh, A new steamboat (the Morning) was started in 
landing place. ‘The starting a second 

of doubtful 





1849, which ran from the old 
¢ $0 femote as it then was, was a mat 





boat on & £04 





mprobable that Lake Simeoe, or the country 


policy, as it was very 
e time support two boats, 


bordering it, could at ¢! 
The construction of the Morning, bore referred to, was the result 








fof some misunderstanding between the joint owners of the 

Captain Laughton, her commander, and Charles Thompson of 
Sammer Hill (near Toronto}. Mr. Thompson built the Morning 
in opposition to the Beaver; and when the Northern Railway came 
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into operation as far as Barrie, in 1855, the former boat ran in con 
neetion with the railway. 

‘The next steamer built on the lake was the J. C. Morrison. She 
was built at Bell Ewart in 185g, by Capt. Hugh Chisholm (afterward 
fof Meaford) and launched in 1855. The Northern Railway Com- 
pany, then the newly started “Ontario, Simeoe, and Huron Railway 
Company," owned he + for the purpose of accom 
modating pleasure seekers from Toronto and other cities. She was 
commanded by Captain Fraser during the short period of her exist- 











and had built 





fence, From the Meaford Mirror of April, 1888, we derive the fol- 
lowing particulars with regard to this wellequipped vessel :— 


She was one hundred and fifty feet in Keel, was fitted with 
upper eabins, and in every way a magnificent steamer for those days, 
land bad a record of fiteen miles per how, which is much faster 
than the majority of steamers on our lakes at the present time. Her 
fost was $60,000, She was called after the late Judge Morrison, 
‘who at that time was president of the Northern Railway Company. 
Her route was from Bell Ewart to Beaverton and Orillia, making 


daily trips.” 








This vessel is said to have heen exceedingly handsome, but her 
career was a short one, for about two years after she was launched 
she took fire while at the wharf in Barrie, Aug. 4, 1857, and had to 
be sent adrift, A young lady was sleeping in one of the eabins at 
y reseued. All ablaze, and 

ly foundered at the 





the time, and was with some diffcu 








drifting on the water for some time she fina 
head of the bay, near Allandale 

Following the J. C. Morrison came the Emily May—a steamer 
built at Bell Ewart by the same builder, Capt. Chisholm. Shu was 





launched in 1861, and was owned by the late Capt. May. The 
Emily May afterward passed into the hands of the Northern Rail- 
way Company, which changed her name to the Lady of the Lakes. 
She in tuen gave place to other steamers, after a long and useful 

feareee, and her hull now Ties rotting at Bell Ewart. 
Judge Ardagh, ma paper read before the Historical Society, 
1892, and afterward published in the local newspapers, 
seamboats on Lake Simcoe; and 


April 
gave some particulars of the 











fahout the same date the Orillia Times gave an article containing: 
some further particulars narrated by Capt. Hugh McKay, of Hawke- 
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ry. 
arty Vessets avo Steamers ar Gronoian Bay Ports. 


On Georgian Bay, the first vessels and the first steamers ra 
fs one might naturally expect, in connection with the naval and mili- 
tary establishment at Penetanguishene. Of the first steamers sta- 
articular, the Midas, 
\dquarters at Pene~ 








tioned there at various times, there were, in 
the Experiment, and the Mohawk. These had hi 
tangulahene at one time or another in the forties, but it does not 








appear that any one of the list made regular trips at stated intervals 
Before these, however, there was & pioneer steamer named the 
Penetonguishene. It was the first steamer built st this place and 
was launched about the year 1832 by Mitchell and Thompson, accord 
ng to the iformation elicited by Me. Osborne from the voyageurs 
Ontario Historical Society's Papers and Records, Vol. 








(See p. 1 
Tit) “te was a small steamer, and ran regularly between there and 
Coldwater, Captain Borland being in charge of her. 

At Sturgeon B: 
the Government Road was made thither from Coldwater, and a 


shipping depot was established at the time 





blockhouse was erected. Sturgeon Bay had docks, and the early 
steamers made it a port for calls; heing the terminus of the Cold 





water portage, it became a stirring place in the days before the 


allways, Tt is claimed, and quite properly so, that the Gore was the 





first steamer to make regular tips in connection with this port, and 
indeed with any other port on Georgian Bay. ‘The Steamer Gore 
(Goo tons) was built at Niagara Early 


% the forties she ran 
regularly from Sturgeon Bay, which was the point of embarkation 








for travellers going to the upper lakes, Oa account of the develop- 
tment of the Bruce mines, the lake traffic here grew rapidly for th 
Gay, and Sturgeon Bay flourished. Owing to this boom, a town 
plot called Port Powell was surveyed in 1846 on lots 9 and 10, con 
3B Tay, and building lots placed on the market by family relatives 
Of Chiet Justice Powell, ater whom the place doubtless received its 
5 will be found in Chap. 











frame. The sailings of the Gore in 18 
XII, of this volume 

This coatinued until Collingwood became the port for the Bruce 
imines andl other places up the lakes, at the completion of the Nor- 
thern Railway, Jan. 1, 1835, The first cegular line of steamboats, in 
tonnection with the railway, began at Collingwood in 1857 

At Collingwood, on the opening of the Northern Railway 
‘one of the first steamers was the Maceppa, which made regu- 
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Jar trips to Owen Sound, She was followed by others, which kept 
increasing in size as new ones were made. A paper on “Naviga- 
tion on the Upper Lakes, (more particularly that of the port of Col- 
lingwood)” by David Williams, of Collingwood, was published by 
him in the Saturday Newer of that town, Nov. 28, 1608, 10. which 
the reader is referred for particulars of the early steamers and an 








outline of the history of the Northern Navigation Company, 
At Midland, with the opening of the Midland Railway, ia 1872, 
navigation rapidly assumed an important position, The erection of 
the first elevator there further increased the shipping trade, to which 
the sawmills and the position it held as a railway terminus had 
already added much growth. Other elevators in later years at Tiffin, 
Vietoria Harbor and at Midland itself, following the development of 
the lumber industry at Waubaushene, Fesserton, Vietoria Harbor, 
and other ports along the Midland Railway, have given to. Mate! 





dash Bay and its branches the important place in navigation which 
the old fur traders of a century earlier 
day possess 





foreseen it would some 











Chapter IX. 


THE FIRST COLONIZATION ROADS. 





In the years before the Rebellion of 1837, the Upper Canadian 
grants for fonds and other public 








Legislature generally made 
Works; but there was so little surplas revenue, owing to the great 
undertakings and the profuse and careless expenditures, that the 
Legislature was compelled to establish a system of local assessments. 
By this plan they left local works mainly to the municipalities them 

's well as their supervision, 





selves, the inauguration of the work 





being done through the Quarter Sessions of the magistrates. (Lord 
Durham’s Report, p. 109, edition, 1902) 
dds through 





he wilderness was 





The construction of leading © 

4 matter of common concer to the settlers, and they naturally 

Tooked to the government to aid them in these necessary public 

works. In too many cases their hopes were vain, Prior to the Act 

of 1841, which established District Councils, the deficiency of the 

Magistrates’ Quarter Sessions as the means of local selfgovern- 
Je it necessary for the people to apply to the Legis 





tive Assembly direct for every road or bridge they required, 








for almost any other public work. 

Tt will be interesting to take up the various colonization roads, 
cone after another, giving their history, as nearly as possible, in 
the order of their origin and growth. ‘The first wagon road in the 


fe, and with this one it will be 








county was the Nine Mile Porta 
necessary to begi. 


ue “Niwe-Mine Powssor,”” Fkow Keapexreupr Bay to Wittow 


Cree. 
This road, which is now unused and forgotten, was once the 
most important highway in this northern part of the country. Tt 


cwenected Kempenteldt Bay with Willow Creek—a branch of th 
Nottawasaga River—and accordingly formed 2 connecting Tink of 
the route from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, which has heen slready 





mentioned, 
‘Just when this road was first opened cannot now be ascertained 


tes back as a til into the eighteenth century or perhaps earlier, 
Ty 


It 
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and was a portage over which Indians used to carry their canoes, 
In the Gacetteer of 1799, where a description of Lake Simcoe is given, 
‘we meet with the first notice of this famous portage: “To the wea 
ward is a lange deep bay, called Kempenfeldt's Bay, from the head 
fof which is a short carrying-place to the River Nottawasaga, 

The southeastern terminus of the portage was near the present 
railway depot in Barrie, but the town itself at that time had no exist- 
cence; its site was a forest wilderness, mor were there any inhabie 
tants within several miles of it at the time mentioned. During the 
war of 181215, the portage was widened so that wagons could 
cross it, to transport supplies on their way to the government posts 
fof the upper lakes. It was about nine miles in length, and hence 

ly known as the Nine Mile Portage. 








ceame to be fa 
Sir George Head, in his Forest Seenes, has left us a graphic 
picture of how the Indians used to eross this Portage in 1815. In 





the spring of that year he was temporarily dwelling in a cabin at 
Kempenfeldt, but had resolved to move his quarters to a new log 
house at the head of the bay. So one fine day he set out to walk 
along the shore through the wood to the latter place, when he save 

passing by in his canoe, with his family, ‘bound for the 
portage landing at the head of the bay. The Indian gladly took 
Head on board, and the canoe, paddled by the squaw of course, 
soon reached the head of the bay, where they landed at the place 
connecting with the portage above referred to, We give Head's 


an Indi 





‘own account of the scene 


“The Indian and his family were on their route to Lake Huron, 
and they had now eight miles to travel to the Nottawasaga River, 
fll which distance it was necessary to carry the canoe. He immedi: 
ately commenced preparations to take it on his back, and for this 
purpose he fixed « broad strip of birch bark to the centre thwart, 
faking the ends fast to each opposite gunwale. The thwart then 
ested on his shoulders, and, having placed a piece of bark doubled 
tinder ie to prevent its galling, he contrived ta lay the greater part 
ff the weight of the canoe on his forehead by means of the strip of 
Dark, which at the same time kept all steady. ‘The canoe once 
poised was nearly horizontal, and on he marched, caring litle for 
The weight. “Before he set off, however, the squaw stuck his gun 
land the fish spear under the ‘thivarts, “and then “made up her own 
bundle. She tarried this, much ia the same way, by means of a 
forehead strap; and on the top of it the Desmotes rode upon its 
hoard, having been lirst safely tied by the little giel with strips of 
Dark, 'so that it could not possibly fall of, The three children 
Drought up the rear, and the whole party soon disappeared.” 
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e termination of the war, the government built store- 
houses (in oF about the year 1819) one at the southeast end of the 
portage, the other at Willow Creek, This was done to shelter the 
supplies transported to the military post 
at Penetanguishene, Michilimackinae, and other places on the’ upper 
Takes, 

But besides having been used for military purposes, the Nine 





which were still maintained 





Mile Portage was the only highway over which traders, setlers, 
and Indians passed for many years, and was therefore vastly impor- 
tant in the life of the district at that time, Amongst distinguished 
persons of the time who crossed it, may be mentioned Sir John 
Frantdia, who passed over it in April, 1825, on his second overland 





expedition to the Arctic Sea. In making this portage, Franklin 
tnd his party were assisted by “Squire Soules” with his ox-team, 
from Big Bay Point, and also by James Johnson of Kempenfeldt. 

M 
seasons of the year, and the settlers of the surrounding: district often 








had to be transported by teams over the portage at all 


found employment ia that way. In consequence of the great amount 
a little vilage arose at the northwestern terminus of 





of talc, quite 
the portage on Willow Creek. 

‘The late Thomas Drury, Sr, was married at this village in its 
palmy days, and the place otherwise manifested the usual signs of 
focial life. But times have changed greatly, for there is searcely a 
trace now left to tell the visitor that a village once existed at the 
place. Many were the tales told by the old setlers of the events 
that happened at this hamlet now numbered with the dead. 

‘The portage which supplies 
forthe military posts and for the settlers were teamed until the 
Northera Railway was built to Collingwood in 1855, This was its 
death blow; it has passed out of existence, and is entirely forgotten 
by the public except by those grey-halred persons who were res 





continued to be the highway ov 





dents before it fell into disuse 
A trip across the old portage road is interesting to anyone who 





may desire a fuller knowledge of ou for it ean 





Till be traced across the country from Barrie to Willow Creek 
xcept in those places where improved farms have blotted it entirely 
tut of existence. On one farm in the eighth concession of Vespra, 
there were to be seen great trenches beside it which had been thrown 
tip in the time of the wars old spades, chains, and other articles have 


been found here. Farther on it descended a very steep, stony fill; 
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this place is still to be seen, To descend this hill with a heavy load 


was the greatest dlificulty to be encountered along the entire portage 





In the time of the war when cannons had to be teamed across, they 
passed ropes around the trees on the roadside, and thus let the 
heavy Toads down with ease, For many years the trees on the hill 





side showed the marks of the ropes that ad worn into them. (This 
tmethod of descending high hills with a heavy load was called "track= 
ing’ by the settlers). 

On the sandy plains at the foot of this large hill, ruts were cut 
into the ground hy the large amount of trafic over the road in olden 
times. Beyond these plains, and at the brink of another high bill, 
the fort oF blockhouse itself was built to command the landing. on 
Willow Creek, which was within half a mile of the foot of the til 
This fort was built in this high position to overlook a wide stretch 
of country; from it danger might be seen at a great distance, and it 
twas defensible against attack on one side, at Teast 

Tt was there that the now deserted village arose about the year 





1830, but nothing can be seen of the place now, save the outlines of 





the foundations of a few buildings, covering in all about quarter of 
fin acre, ‘There had been three or four acres cleared just around 
the fort, and this Isid in a common down nearly to the present time 
‘The branch of the Grand Trunk Railway to Penetanguishene runs 
along at the foot of the hill only a few rods from the site of the fort, 
ind between it and Willow Creek, Descending the hill to the rail 














ways and then tracing the road through swamp and beaversmea 
Gver the old cedar corduroy, which after the lapse of more than 
three-quarters of a century is stil perfectly sound, one 


funding ifself_on the creek—the northwestern terminus of this port 











age. From this point easy access was possible by means of batteaux 
creda the creck to the Nottawasaga River, and thence to the waters 

of the Georgian Bay 
Tn the Rev. Thomas Williams? pioneer “Memories” (No. 
gives some account of the “Nine Mile Portage," over wh 
fe senson of 1824, and his description of the 














teamed goods during 
was at that time must be interesting to any. 





1e who desires 








road 
to follow the history of the road and the locality. 


Opesine THe PrNETANoUISHENE Roan, 


In r7ogr Governor Simeoe, as already stated, visited the shores 
of Georgian Bay and discovered that the harbour, called by the 
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Indians Penetanguishene, was a most suitable place for shipping. 
He thereupon decided 10 use this harbour in sending supplies to the 
Government po 





up the lakes; but there is no evidence that his 
resolution was immediately carried into effect, One of the schemes 
that he then devised for the opening: up of the country seems to have 
hhad this object in view, for he planned the opening of a colonization 
road to connect Lake Ontario with Georgian Bay. In careying out 
this plan he put the “Queen's Rangers" to open Yonge Street {rom 
York (now Toronto) as far as Holland Landing, which was done in 


795. From thi 





int the route lay by water to the north side of 
Lake Simcoe, At Kempenfeldt a Government reserve was laid out 
in 1812 by Surveyor Wilmot, as alveady stated. A road was then 


to be cut from Kempenieldt to Penetanguishene, through the forest. 








‘This was proposed in 1813, for we find the following information in 





7s published in that year, 
appears to be the earliest reference to the proposed opening 
wd 








The tract of land between Kempenteldt and Penetanguishene 
Bays has been lately purchased from the Indi 





5, and a road is open 
ing which will enable t 

from Lake Huron to Yor te of 
Lake Erie, and the inconvenience of passing along the American 
Erontier."”” Here, then, in part at least, is the reason for its opening 





Northwest Company 10 transport their furs 





; thereby avoiding the circuitous 1 





between the two bays. John Galt, in his “Canadas,"" (p. 168) states, 
also, that the Northwest Company improved the road 

Dr. Dunlop had charge of the party sent in Dee., 1814, to open 
the Penetanguishene Road at this time, and he has left an account 
of it in his “Recollections of the Wat of 1812." After describing. the 
cutting of this road through the forest, he speaks thus of the great 


‘cost of the undertaking: “The expense of a wa 





surprises John 
Bull, and he only grumbles; were he to enquire into the causes it $3 
10 be hoped he would he shy of s0 expe 





ive an amusement, where 
after all he does not get his fun for his money. 1 would undertake 
to-morrow to cut a better road than we could possibly do, for i 
pounds mile (a distance of thirty miles), and make money by i 
give me timely warning and a proper season of the year; whereas T 

00 to £3,000 did not pay for the one we cut. 
Recollections of the War" frst appeared ia the 












‘am convinced that £ fi 


Dr. Dunlop's * 
‘Literary Garland” (Montreal) many years ago, and have heen 
reprinted in book form (Toronto, 1908). 
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The next 





me we hear of this road is when Sir George Head 
passed over it Feb. 27, 1815, on his way 10 undertake the commis- 
sariat duties of the proposed naval establishment at Penetanguishene 
He says it hed been newly cut through the forest and gives a graphic 
account of his experiences, while passing over it, in his “Forest 
Scenes and Incidents in the Wilds of North America." From Head's 
description of it the inference is unavoidable that it was then in a 
primitive condition and thus it appears to have remained for a few 
years longer. 

Wohen the military post at Penetanguishene was removed to the 
Nottawasaga River in 1815, this road from Kempenfeldt was in turn 
abandoned for the Nine Mile Portage leading to Willow Creek. But 
after the post was finally taken to Penetanguishene in 1818, it again 
fcame into use, and the next year settlers hegan to locate along it. 


For 4 few years Lake Simeoe remained the only connecting link 
hetween the two parts of the great iaterlake highway—that part 
from York (Toronto) to Holland Landing, and that from Kempen 
feldt to Penetanguishene. This route, involving as it did the use 





hoats in summer for the entire length of Lake Simcoe, was not prac 
ation of live stock. Numbers of cattle had 





ticable for the transp 
to be driven from the frontier townships to supply the soldiers sta 
tioned at Penctanguishene with beef, This was effected by collect 
ing them at Roache's Point; they were then ferried across the 
entrance of Cook's Bay to Del 





assi Point on the opposite shore in 
a scow, At the latter place was a ferry-house, occupied at the time 
wwe are speaking of by @ Frenchman. Prom this place they were 
driven along an exceedingly winding: Indian trail through Innisfil 0 
the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, from where access to their destination 

ad opened in 1814-5. Bit by bit the remaining 


part of the road was opened 











The now settlers in West Guillimbury at the beginning of 1825 
sont a petition to the Upper Canada Legislature, showing that they 
were separated from the old settled townships (on Yonge St 





aan impassable swamp, and were unable, without assistance, to co 
struct the bridges and causeways necessary to cross this barcer. 
They asked aid, and the Legislature, on January 24 of that year, 


made a grant of £130 for the first main road in West Gwillimbury 





(g Geo. IV,, chap. 20). It was on this occasion that Robert Arm= 
Strong and his sons built the First corduroy across the Holland Marsh 














° 
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‘This great colonization road from Ontario to Huron was com- 
pleted in the fall of 1825, when it was extended beyond the settle= 
ments in West Gwillimbury, where it had already been constructed, 
to the head of Kempenteldt Bay to join the earlier portion thence t0 


Penetanguishene. ‘The circumstances ovnnected with its complete 





opening may be briedy recounted in the following way 
The removal of the military 4 








14 naval station from Nottawasaga 
to Penetanguishene in 1818, gave the hope of a market at the latter 


place, and settlers soon began to Mock to that quarter in preference 





to any other. The soldiers there were paid for their services in 
‘money, which, according! 





, circulated more plentifully ia the sur 
rounding neighborhood; whereas, in other places, farm produce was 
exchanged for store goods in those days, it being difficult to pro- 
cure cash for an article at any point than York (Toronto). 
On account of this grester abundance of ready cash, the district 











around Penetanguishene was settled prior to Innisil. The settlers 
hhad gone by the waterway of Lake Simcoe from Holland Landing to 
Kempenfeldt, and from there by the road which had been opened in 
rSig-rs3 and in order to communicate with the frontier part of the 
provinee, they were obliged to traverse again the same inconvenient 
Toute, As the settlement around Penctanguishene continued t 
develop, the inconvenience of transit, partly by land and partly by 
water began to be seriously felt. By the year 1825, Yonge Street 
hhad been extended in a rude way northward from Holland Landing 
to the Coulson Settlement in the north of West Gwillimbury; but 
that part of Innisfil where the road subsequently ran was an unbroken 








wilderness, with the exception of one setter's clearing. If this almost 
lanbroken forest in Innisfil could be pierced so as to join the two 
other parts of the road already constructed, overland communication 





With the front would then be secured for these Penetanguishene set- 
thers 
have the road made 





[A movement was accordingly set on foot & 
theouigh Innisfil; and as the Government of the day took no steps in 
the matter, these setters around Penetanguishene raised by subserip- 
tion sum of money sufficient to da it, John and George Warnica, 
fof Innisfil, took the contract for the part from Kempenfeldt Bay 0 
the site of Churchill, a distance of eleven miles, receiving for the 
work five dollars per mile (£1 58.)- They also opened the remaining 
part thence to West Gwillimbury, as the contractor, John Cayton, 








twas unable to complete his end of the road. This was all done in 
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the fall of 1835, William Richardson and James White, of the Pen 
tunguishene Road, near Dalston of the present, assisted the Warnica 
brothers to reopen the new road after a severe wind storm had blown 
many trees across it. In early records this road is called “Main 





Street,"" and even at the present day it is often known as the Main 
Road. Whea fist made it was very rough and winding, especially 
from where it cuts the twelfth concession Tine of Innisfil to the head 
of the bay; but it has been straightened in. succeeding years, and 
this erooked portion ratifed hy Act of Parliament. 

John Galt, ia his Autobiogeaphy, speaks of this road being open 
in 127, as horses with his baggage came from Holland Landing, 
and met him at the head of Kempenfeldt Bay. “They had come 
rough the forest by a track recently opened, a great convenience 








jn summer; in winter the lake is frozen, and travellers pass on the 
jee." Thus was opened one of the earliest and most important colo- 
ization roads in Upper Canada 

The condition of this road through the forest can only be under~ 
stood by those who have seen a forest road after its opening, and for 


more than twenty years afterward it remained in much the same 





condition. Horseback riding was by far the safest mode of trav 
Ting on such a road and at such a period. It was upon lot 16, con. 
43, of Innisfil that Sir John Colborne, Governor of Upper Canada, was 
thrown from his horse in 1830. The original road was zig-zag 





throughout its entire length, keeping, however, in a general way 10 
the surveyed lines; at Churchill it made a slight deviation into this 


farm, and encountered a soft, swampy tract, which was an unwel 





come place to travellers. Governor Colborne had, upon the occasion 
in question, been on a visit to Penetanguishene, and was accompanied 
by Francis Phelps, of Holland Landing, and’ retinue of servants 
and friends, all mounted on horseback. The old veteran of Badajos 
was always reckoned to be a very hard rider, his horse on this 
cccasion becoming perhaps more fatigued than "usual, When they 
hhad reached the marshy tract at Churchill on the return trip the horse 
fon which Sie John rode plunged, and tossed His Excellency over its 
head into the mud, Considering the softness of the marsh into which 
there could aot possibly follow any serious results; but 








he tumble 
the Governor’s man-servant, who was riding next behind, rushed 
forward, shouting: “Are you hurt, sir? Are you hurt, sir?" to 
which enquiries, however, the Governor modestly made no reply, but 
serambled out of the mire on his hands and koses with amazing 
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rapidity, To see the Governor of Upper Canada besmeared with mud 
from head to foot, beyond recognition, was a sight which afforded a 
‘good deal of mefriment to the neighborhood, and the episode was 
4 favorite topic of conversation for many a day 


‘Tue Couoware Rox. 


This was originally a long Indian portage from the Narrows, or 
rather from Lake Couchiching at the point where Orillia town now 
stands, to Coldwater on Matchedash Bay, its length being: fourteen 
miles, In 1830, when Sir John Colborne, the Governor of Upper 
Canada, collected the Ojibway twibes of the district into a reserve 
here, extending along the portage, the original trail was cleared out 
as a road for vehicles, and it has remained an important highway t0 
this day, Northwestwardly {com the fourth line (S. Orillia), at the 
Orillia Cemetery, this road now rans through flat ground. But there 
is a conspicuous bar of gravel and sand, of old lake ridge, across 
this valley or channel, only 13 or 20 rods north of the present sur 
veyed road. This bar carried the original Indian trail, and a similar 
remark applies to the crossing of another channel nearer Bass Lake 
Elsewhere the present course of the road is almost identical with the 
first tral 
The introduction of a steamer on Lake Simeoe soon after the 
Cotdwater trail had heen converted into a wagon road greatly added 
as a line of travel to the north, the Narrows then becom: 
ing a regular port for ealls, And we find many of the noted travel- 
lers of that period who have left accounts of their trips, passing to 
and fro by that route, from Mrs, Jameson, or even before her visit 
0 Lord Fgia 
‘The main road projected from Whitby past Lake Simcoe 10 
Sturgeon Bay in 1843, further enhanced the value of the Coldwater 
Portage, as it could be utilized as a part of this proposed line of 
travel, “The Orilia Packet of July 30, 1908, gave the minutes of a 
meeting held at Orilia, Feb, 3, 1893, % petition the Governor-Gea- 


tral in favor of the construction of this new road, the documents 


printed in the Packet on the date mentioned having just turned «p 
fn the Bureau of Archives at Ottawa, One of the moving spicits in 


promoting this road was Elmes Stecle, who was M. P. for Simcoe 
County at the time, and who had heen unceasing in his efforts to 
forward the work 
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It was at this time that the Coldwater Portage was extended as 
44 wagon road from Coldwater to Sturgeon Bay. This portion was 
known as the Sturgeon Bay Road, and we read of it being open in 
1844, at least as a rough track. (Minutes of the District Council, p. 





Prior to 1843, under the directions of the President of the Board 
Works, Deputy-Surveyor Wm, Hawkins had surveyed the Nar- 
‘ows and in his report had pronounced the construction of a bridge 








there as quite feasible. Soon after this the Board of Works con- 
structed the first bridge and causeway across the Narrows 

While the road from Orillia to Stargean Bay was thus completely 
‘open soon after 1843, the portion from Whithy to Orillia was still 


under coastruction in 1847 (February), as we learn from a report by 
Frederick Dallas, written at that time, (Minutes of the District 


Council, p. 364). 
Tue Giovcrsrer Ros, 


This ran from the Penetanguishene Road at Hillsdale of the 
present time, to Gloucester Bay, which was the old name of some 
part of Matchedash Bay. It was opened as a Government Road in 

Road became the leading 


highway through Medonte in the early years of its settlement, But 











the winter of 1832-3, and the Glouceste: 





it is now closed, except for about two miles between Mount St. Louis 
and the Township Hall, Along this part of it many signs of Indians, 
both early and modern, were to be found until recent times; old 
tappings, said to have been made by them, were still visible a few 
years ago on maple trees in one oF two places. The trail was near 
the southerly side of the ridge, because here they found the land 
higher and drier in most places 

‘The circumstances under which the settlers made the first 
Giroucester Road are recorded in the following despatch of the Com 
missioner of Crown Lands to Wellesley Richie, who was employed 
by the Government st this time in settling the newcomers on their 
lands 

Consussioner or Cxows Laxos Orrice 
Now. 275 1832. 

‘Sim,—In consequence of the distress experienced by some of the 
pensioners, the Lieutenan-Governor has represented their condition 
othe Secretary of State, and in the meantime His Excellency author- 
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izes you to issue provisions to those actually at work, in proportion 
to thei families, and the number of actes of land they clear til the 1st 
day of April next. 

That is, You may make advances at the rate of five dollars per 
acre to those who have cleared or chopped two acres, and so of in 
proportion to the number of acres they’ may chop from this date, to 
he day above mentioned, 

You will please to make weekly returns of the expenst incurred 
9 outlay whatever will be sanctioned beyond this rate 

If you think a useful road can be opencd through Medonte dur- 
ing the winter to strike the Penetanguishene Road, His Excellency 
authorizes you 10 employ the settlers at the rate of one shilling and 
Sixpence per day, in making’ a road in that direction, 





sis, 
Mx, Wenuestey Rieite: (Sge.) Pere Rounsos, 


When the inhabitants of Medonte petitioned in 1845 to have this 
road improved, they complained loudly of the original Indian track 
that had been used 28 road, and commonly called “The Indian 
ath,"" oF “Wood Bridge Road."” It was, they said, “an illegal, 
serpentine and indirect route, and abounded in hills, swamps and 
rocks, tottering bridges and rotten erossways."” 





‘The SuxwipaLe Roan, 


‘The first Sunnidale Road was surveyed by Charles Rankin from 
the Head of Kempenfeldt Bay to the Nottawasaga River, and thence 
through Suanidale Township to Nottawasaga Bay in 1833, by Wan. 
Hawkins, In the Surveyor-General’s instructions 1o Mr. Hawkins, 
dated joth May of that year, when direct 
plot on the Nottawasaga River, he says 





nig him 40 survey a town 


T have to request of you that you will lose no time in proceeding 
kkin’s Road from Barrie and that which His Excellency has been 
pleased to direct ta be opened through Sunnidale, afford a line of 
‘communication from Lake Simeoe to Lake Huron where a favorable 





accomplish this object which will, in connection with Mr. C. Ran: 





site is also to be selected for the establishment of @ town. 
‘You will place yourself in immedia 

Richie, Esq., the agent for setiling that part of the country ay 

regards this service and that of exploring, marking, Se., the intended 

road to which the enclosed instructions more fully refer, as also with 





communication with W 





Mr. Deputy-Surveyor Rankin should you fall in with him.”" 
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After the survey of the road, a town plot at each end of it being 
then surveyed also (on Kempenfeldt and Nottawasaga Bays), Alex 
ander Walker and the Drury Brothers, under contract from the Gor 
fernment, opened the road in 1833, Like al 





the other pioneer roads, 
it was a mere wagon track through the forest; for two miles from 
the head of Kempenfeldt Bay it followed the Nine Mile Portage, and 
then pursued a more southerly direction of its own to the Nottawa- 








River near Angus of the present time. 
At Nottawasaga Bay the smooth sand beach eould then be used 
as a road for wagons for several miles, just as it has heen utilized 
for transit in our awn day. Westward it led to the settlements on 
the good lands in the Township of Nottawasaga, and eastward into 
the Townships of Flos and Tiny. 


“The Fuxst Raper Roa, 


The Ridge Road through Oro Towaship from the head of Kemp: 
cenfelde Bay as far as Shanty Bay was one of the 
19 be opened far vehicles, It was in use some time before 1833, and 


st in the district 





afforded a means of travel to the Penetanguishene Road which beyan 
st Kempenteldt, for the early settlers along the lake shore in Oro. 


Further extension of this road was pr 





yposed from time to time 
in the early years. At the General Quarter Sessions for the Home 
District, October 7, 1841, there was submitted the Road Report of 
Horace Kesting upoo the petition of W. B, MeVittie and others, 
requiring a road to be surveyed and opened on the shore of Lake 
Simove, from Lot No. 24 in the 12th concession of Oro, tovward the 


Town of Barrie (and) to the Ridge Road.” Mr. Keating's Report 





was read and “confirmed,” but the road itself was not then built 

A pioneer's trail went from Shanty Bay toward Gilchrist P. 2, 
and at the west half of lot 17, concession 4, it united with another 
branch from Crovnhill, The latter eame from the Penetanguishene 
Road, at fot 12, and crossed the Crovnhill swamp at a narrow part 





(where @ Trespass crossroad through lot 18, concession 3, still marks 
its course), before uniting with the former. The early Highland 
Scotch settlers in the northern part of Oro used these trails, or both 
branches of the one, as the Ridge Road was not open eastward much 
beyond Shanty Bay ia the early days of settlement. This Gilchrist 
trail might have been used a little by the early Indians; it evidently 
led to the east, as the swamps were too extensive to be regularly 
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crossed going by this trail toward the northwest corner, It was 
used within the memory of living persons, by Indians travel 
Jand from Barrie to Orla 





ing over- 


Hawnestoxe Pioxeens’ Twat 


‘The more important one of the trails from Lake Simeve into the 
inmerior began at the of 





t of Hawkestone Creek, and followed up 
the west side of the stream for a considerable distance, not imme= 
diately beside the stream, but slong the ridges © short way from it 
The Indians used it from the earliest times, and it was also a deer 
path; then the early settlers used it, about 1832 and later, on their 
way to upper Oro from Hawkestone, where there was a. landings 
place for settlement purposes, Yet, the writer has been informed that 








it was never widened into a wagon road, but was only a path, 


although in some places it was wide enough for an ox-team. It 





ferosses Hawkestone Creek, and ia the nejgborhood of Mitchell 
Square reappears along the east side of the creek, or at least a branch 
of the same pioneers’ trail 


‘The Cestee Rox on Hosostanto Srieex 


The foregoing list of the carliest colonization roads in the 


county, except where the Penetanguishene Road left Holland Land- 





ing and a branch of it from Bradford weat to Bond Head, all ran from 
Lake Simcoe to the northward, But there was an exception to this 
rule in the ease of the Centre Road throwgh Mono and Mulmur, 
having for its destination Nottawasaga Bay 

In Etobicoke Township a branch of Dundas Street passed north- 
ward to Adjala and Tecumseth. Another, a litle further on, passed 
in a northwesterly direction through Mono Mills, aimiag for Notta- 
wwasaga Bay, These were travelled roads from the frontier townships 
arly in the thirties, and about the same time or a little later one 
also passed to Orangeville of the present day 

here was a survey for a leading road through these townships 
in 1837, so it belongs to the earliest highways of the pioneers. But 
as some of the northerly portions of this toad were opened under the 
direction of the Simeve District Council as late as 18480, it will 
come more properly ia the next chapter 








Chapter X. 


THE ROADS UNDER THE DISTRICT COUNCIL, (1843+) 


In the very first year of its existence (1843) the District Council 
lof Simooe addressed the 





sxgislature, representing that the ordinary 
means at their disposal were not suffcient to make and keep in repair 
the roads and bridges throughout the District, (with the management 
of which they had been charged by the new Municipal Act of that 
time), and also representing that the people of the District were 
tunable to bear further taxes. They sought re 











f, therefore, and 
requested that the revenue from shops, taverns and still licenses, 
fees on marriage licenses, and fines and penalties, be relinquished 10 
them, 

At the February meeting of the District Council, 1844, on motion 
fof Win, Armson, of West Gwillimbury, who was frequently the pro 
moter of progressive measures, the Council divided the District into 
ight divisions for the purpose of appointing a Road Surveyor in 
each, 1 will be of some interest to give the names of the men who 
were appointed on this occasion, and who corresponded, in some 
degree, to our pathmasters of the present 





day, of whom they we 
the forerunners, 


Divisions FoR RESIDENT Roab SURVEYORS. 








(February, 1844) 
1 W Gwillimbury & Innist Isaac B, Rogers 
2, Tecumseth, Adjala & Mono. Wm. Brawley, 
5: Ess, Tosorontio & Mulm George Ruthven. 
4. Nottawasaga & Sunnidale Joseph Bowerman, 
5. Vespra and Flos Wm, Gibbard. 
6 Oro and South Orillia Jas. Tudhope. 
7. Medonte and North Orilia ‘Thomas Craig. 
8, Tiny, Tay and Matehedash Wm, B. Hamilton. 


Te will be more convenient 10 take up the transactions of this 
petiod under the head of each road, as in the last chapter 
(5) 
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InpRoveMENt OF THe PENETANGLISHENE RoAo. 


‘The Canadian Paitiament had granted, on Sept. 18, 1841, the 
large sum of £30,000 sterling, t0 improve and complete the “main 
northern road, 





ad improve parts of ie to Penetanguishene, and 
also on the Coldwater Portage, The Distriet Council complainsd 
in February, 1844, that nothing had been done, and that from 
Barrie to Holland Landing the road was ‘impassable for wheel ear 





riages;"" accordingly, they sent an address to the Governor-General 
Sir Charles T. Metcalfe, on the subject. 

Again, in May of the same year, another Address to the Gover- 
nor-General from the District Council mentioned the £30,000 for 
merly granted for the main road, but none had yet been expended 
in the District, They pled that they had a debt of nearly £8,000, 
and that the resident inhabitants were taxed nearly 4d. in the £. 





At the same meeting, John Coulson and others residing in West 
Gwillimbury petitioned the District Council to order the surveying 
of the Penetang: 
straighten the jogs. The Council abeuptly reminded the petition 








vishene Read through that township, in order to 





that they had their remedy hy employing a surveyor themselves aad 
reporting to the Council. ‘The transaction, however, tended to 
increase the agitation then in progress for the improvement of the 
road. 





When the Hon, W. B, Robinson for the second time became the 
member of Parliament for Simcoe, the District Council renewed its 
appeal (Nov., 1844), this time to him, to expedite the improvement 
fof the main road from Penctanguishene to Holland Landing. But 





the financial condition of the united provinces wies not very flourish 

ing just at the time, s0 nothing could be done. In 1845, however, 

wwe find the Turnpike road from Bradford co Holland Landing was 
der a Parliamentary trust 





A protest of unusual strength, even for those days, went from 
the District Council on this subject ia 1846. And when the Hon, W 


BB. Robinson became Commissioner of Public Works in the Draper 





ministey the improvements so long desired were begun. The road 
was straightened and widened, and for a few miles from Allandale 
outhward it was tumpiked, in 1847. This gave employment to a 
considerable number of men, as the work was all done by hand, there 


being. no improved road machinery in those days. Many of those 





employed at the work were Irish emigrants. It was at this time also 
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that the road from Craighurst northward was made directly across 
Craig's Swamp, a devia to existed at this place, Still 
farther north, above Orr Lake, Rowley's Hill was eut down and 


on having bi 





improved. In this work the contractor (Morrison, of Craighurst) 
employed a wooden railway and rail truck wagons, whieh ran down 
of themselves when loaded, being in charge of a brakesman, while 
horses deew the empty ears back to the cutting 

The money granted for this work eame to an end fong before the 
road was completely improved, and when there was no more money 
the work ceased, especially after an elsction which came off that 








year, the expenditure on public works in those days being very simi 
lar to what it is in our own times, so far at any rate as elections are 

So far as the District Councit was concerned, the end had not 
come, for they petitioned the Legislature in February, 1848, for a 
further grant of money for the completion of the Penetanguishene 
Road under the management of the Board of Works. But it docs 
ot appear that any further grant was made, the Baldwin ministry 
taking the place of the Draper ministry soon afterward, 


Exrexsioy oF rie Riper Roa. 


This is now the main highway fom Barrie to Orillia, It was 
surveyed by Henry Creswicke, Sr., and opened as a public road along 

ke ridge, in 1848, eastward from Shanty Bay, the westerly part 
hhaving been opened before. It appears to have been an Indian tral 





originally, as there are a few Indian village sites along the ridge, and 
fo swamps to cut off the travelling. The ridge is almost continuo 
for a long way, and there are no stecams flowing inte Kempen 
feldt Bay from the north, but a few small ones begin to make their 
appearance as soon as the lake itself is reached, near Oro Station. 
Sir George Head (“Forest Scenes") mentions the ridge running into 
Oro from the head of Kempenteldt Bay, which he had fond passe 
able as a trail in 1815. But the weiter has not met with any other 
tradition of it 

James Adam, the representative from Oro to the Home District 
Council which held its sittings in Toronto, had urged, as eatly as 
February, 1842, 4 survey of a road leading from Barrie to Orillia, 
and had been promised that as soon as the funds of the District 





should warrant the Council ta incur the expense of surveying impor- 
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tant lines of road, this should be one of the first undertaken, At the 





of that year Simone became a district by itself, and the question 
took a different tuen. 
In the pioneer days there were three Crossroads travelled 
he Upper, Middle 
roads. In the end it came about that the Upper and Middle roads 





through Oro Township, vie, 1d Lower Cross 





were both opened before the Lower, or Ridge Road, About Decem- 
her, 1846, Mr, Gzowski of the Board of Works (afterward Sir C. S. 
Geowski), while at work on the Whitby and Sturgeon Bay Road 





across the Narrows, had examined different fines for a dieect road 
between Barrie and’ Orillia with the view to the construction of one 
early in the following spring. 





Following Mr. Gzowski's preliminary inspection for the road, 
Frederick Dallas, the representative from Orillia in the District 
Council, brought up the subject at the February session, 1897, and 
the Council petitioned the Legislative Assembly for an” appropria 
tion for one, It appears from the statements of the Hon. W. B. 
Robinson, quoted in the Barrie Magnet of Aug. 20., 1847, that he 
hhad £500 in the estimates presented 10 the Legisla 








som, but could not get it through the House, as there were many 
Gistricts that got nothing st all. He was promised it, however, 
the next session. With this beginning, the Ridge Road was finally 
fopsned in 1848, as above stated, the resident road surveyor, James 
Tudhope, having taken a part ia its survey, as well as Henry 
Creswicke, the District Surveyor. 


Tue Minote Cxossoro, (Ono avo S. On1L119) 





Early in 1843, of perhaps in the preceding avtumn, Neil Me- 
Lean surveyed the Middle Crossroad or Centre Road through Oro, 


following along, and in some places, near to, the road allowance 
between lots 15 and 16, The survey, diagram and petition for the 





establishment of the road came hefore the District Council in 
February of that year, and the Council considered the road as of 
frreat importance and “manifest public utility," but in consequence 
fof the obscurity of the surveyor's diagram, (0 it is alleged in the 
Minutes, p. 391), they took no action. Again, on May 9, (at the 
second sitting), another report and survey from the same surveyor 
fame before them, which they adopted; and in August they passed 
road. 


4 By-Law to establish the Along the route followed by this 
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road there had been an Indian trail. throw 





ugh the forest, leading 
from Crownhill of the present time to Orilia, and the establish- 
ment of the new road here shows again the necessity the pioneers 
were under to select for their forest roads the same kind of courses 


whieh the Indians had selected, neither of them having the means 





of rujing roads straight through the woods, over swamps, fills 
and other obstructions, as we do to-day 

In the following year (1844) the Council made a continuation 
‘of the road from Oro t0 Orillia town (then a village). In May, 
James Tudhope exhibited « diagram to the Council, showing the 
survey of a road through part of South Orillia, beginning fom lot 








15, con_1, where it connected with the middle Crossroad of Oro, 
and lexding to lot 10, con. 3 of S. Orillia, The Council thereupon 
confirmed it and passed a By-Law to establish the road. 


Tie Urver Cxossnoan, (Oko ap S. Onn.) 


When Donald Cameron and fourteen others of Oro petitioned 
the District Council in February, 1844, 0 be allowed to employ 
a surveyor for laying out the crossroad between lots 10 and #1 in 
that township, the Council could see no objections to the petitioners 
doing so, and the surveyor reporting on the same, At this session 
James Tudhope was appointed as road surveyor, and it fell to his 
lot to lay out the course of the new main road, which was now 
opened from the Penetanguishene Road at White's Corners. (now 
Dalston) throughout 





the township. It acquired great importance 


a few years later, as it became the staye road of the Barrie and 





Orilia route before the railway. In the following year (1845) it 
was extended across part of South Orillia to join the Coldwate 
Road, and from this time onward it became known to most per- 
sons as the Orillia Road, This followed the arrangements made 


in May of that year in accordance with the survey of James Tud 





1ope, when the by-law was passed by the Distriet Council 
festablish the roud across the first three and a half concessions of 
South Orilia, at Lot 10, 

Two years later, owing to the numerous hills on the road 
allowance in Oro, between lots 10 and 12, concessions 6, 7, 8 9 


and 10, the Distriet Council had to establish the deviation at this 
place and passed a by-law for the purpose (February, 1847) 
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Two ether eoads in the north part of Oro were also in evi 
dence about this time, and are worthy of note here, as they were 
riccessary highways for the pioneers of that settlement and were 
to some extent auxiliary to the Upper Crossroad. The i 





a new road across 
Bass 





e easterly six concessions of Oro, south of 





ke, The District Council pased a by-law in Nov., 1844, 
establishing it. The lake and other physical obstructions prevented 
the opening of the road allowance in the proper place along. the 
lot 5 sidere 

and 7, and to this day the new road then opened is the travelled 
road. 





id, $0 it had to pass approximately between lots 6 





The other was a trespass road between lots 7 and 8 con. 3, 
ro, which had been in uninterrupted use since about 1837. "This was 
closed in 1846, and the regular erosstoad between lots 5 and 6 


Iurnovewest or Tie Gtovcrsen Roan, 


The old Gloucester Road through Medonte, connecting the 
Penetanguishene Road (at Hillsdale) with the Sturgeon Bay Road 
near Coldwater, was most unsatisfactory and there was much out 
cry against ity its condition in 1844 having been already. mentioned 





in the last chapter. In August of that year Capt. Elmes Stecle 
and 113 others of Medonte petitioned the District Council to order 
the survey of a road instead of the one then existing, at least in 





some portions of it. The Council politely gave the same unswer 
vig, that 





fas they did to other petitioners for roads about this tim 





the petitioners have their remedy by requesting a regular surveyor 
fof highways to make the survey, and thea apply to the Couneil 10 
‘confirm the road 

uring the next month (September), “at very considerable 


ceost and trouble,” several of the inhabitants employed a surveyor 





(Neil MeLean) to ascertain the practicability of a new route by a 
safe and direct course. A few months helore this (sie., in Febru 
ary) the Council had appointed Thomas Craig as Road Surveyor of 
the division in which Medonte was placed, and the reason for the 





employment of another surveyor is aot stated in the printed pro= 
ceedings of the Council 

Again, in February, 1845, Alex. Dunlop and 103 other inhabi- 
tants of Medonte and neighboring townships petitioned the Council 
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to establish a new road. The Council granted their petition, but 


so rigid was their due regard to economy it was only granted on 





condition that the petitioners should pay all legal expenses incur- 
red im establishing the new Fine of road. Jas. Buenfield and eleven 


ad duly req 
for Medonte, 10 ex 





red Thos. Craig, the surveyor of highways 
nine and report upon the new line of road sure 
veyed by Nell MeLesn, Deputy Provincial Surveyor. Mr. Craig 
id so, and gave in a report on the proposed road, ia which te 
describes its course 

level and dry ground, where a road might be made at light expenses 
land thereupon the new road was made 





(Minutes, p. 207). He found this line generally 





Tae Owew Sous Man. Roan. 


Ta May, 1846, the District Council passed a by-law to estab. 
lish a road’ across the country, from Not 





fasaga through the 
Townships of Osprey, Collingwood, Euphrasia and St. Vincent 
these four townships being thea within the Simcoe District. David 
Seaman, of St, Vincent, was the surveyor of this route, the details 
fof which are given in the by-law itself, Te passed out of Notta- 





2 of that township, due west from Bow- 
more (now Duntroon), crossed the northeast corner of Osprey 
entered Collingwood township in the sth concession, and pursued 


or. The portion fram Meaford to 





a northwesterly course 10 M 





Owen Sound was of 





mned about the same time, and the part through 
Nottawasaga to Lake Simeoe had been opened a few years before 
Te soon became an important highway for the pioneers, and 
hhad a variety of names in proportion to its importance; thus. it 
was called the Mail Road, the Mountain Road, the Barrie and 
Owen Sound Road, Although it was a mail road and had been 
et Couneil, it was wretchedly bad and 





established by the Di 
ble at certain seasons. John Hunter, the Mail Con 





almost impas 
tractor hetween Barrie and Owen Sound, petitioned the Counc, 
in February, 1849, for a sum of money to repair it; it must hav 
been in very bad condition when he sould rise to complain. In 
the following year it was no better, and from that time until the 
end of its career, it was a chronic source of complaint. The con- 
struction of the railuay to Collingwood town in 1854 put it out of 
business for the most part, as the railway has also done to so many 
‘other pioneers roads 
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‘Tue Cerne Roan, ox Huxovranio Staeer. 





When Joseph F. Bowerman and others living in the south 
parts of Nottawasaga Township petitioned the Distriet Council, in 
October, 1847, to establish the line of road between the 8th and 


‘oth concessions of that township, along the route which afterward 





became the important highway known as the Centre Road or 
Hurontario Street, this leading thoroughfare was either not opened 
for a long distance south into Mulmur, and north to Glenhuron, or 
twas in @ very crude and primitive condition. The petitioners sent 
fa diagram with their petition showing the route, with the devia 


tions around the hills which they propoted, and Mr. McGlashan, 





fone of the representatives from the township, reported a grant of 
{Z1,000 by the Board of Works, for road purposes in Nottawasaga 
But as the required notice in such cases had not been given, the 
Council lid the matter over until the next session. 





At the same session of the District Couneil (October, 1847) 
Daniel Markle and other residents of Mulmur petitioned for the 
‘opening of Hurontario Street in that township. It was open at 
the south end of Mul: 

fers asked to have it completed to lot 32, i., to the base Tine of 


1 for four miles (x0 lots), and the petition 





Nottawasaga. But they met with the same red tape as their 
neighbors in Nottawasaga had done. They were politely informed 
that they possessed “all the requisite power within themselves, 
And were told to request a District Road Surveyor to. examin 





Survey and report to the Council at some of its future sittings, 
taking care to give three months’ notice of their intended appli 
tation to the Counell in some conspicuous places in their own 





neighborhood and in the Barrie Magnet newspaper 


Undaunted by the red tape, the pioneers, both north and south 
of Lavender, set to work, and Archibald MeNabb's report on the 
road through Mulmur and Nottawasaga came before the Councit 
at its very fest session after this, viz. in February, 188. Mr 
McNabb was then a District Road Surveyor, and Hurontario Street 
appears to have been in his division. But some further delay arose 
lover at least part of the route, and it was not until October, 1849, 
that the District Couneil finally pasted a by-law establishing 
Hurontario Street through Mulmur, thus making the last Tink 
between lake and Take. 





It was completely open from Orangeville 
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to Nottawasaga Bay in 1850, when W. H. Smith wrote his book 
0a Canada, (Vol. I., p. 380) 
In the thisties, Hurontario Street 








been opened from 
Bowmore (now Duntroon) as far north, oF nearly so, as Nottawa, 





where, soon afterward, mills were erected on the excellent mill 
stream known as Pretty River, From Nottawa, an early road 
passed to the “Old Village” near the mouth of Pretty River, at 


which point mills were also established. The extension of Huron 





tarlo Street in a straight line northward from Nottawa into Colling- 

oad town took place about the time of the building of the rail- 
way in 1854 

The Lake Shore Road from Nottawasaga through Collingwood 

50 from the 

improve 


Township was opened early in the forties, a grant of 
District Council being recorded in February, 1846, for 








Tar Mivesixe Roan (“Louxr’s Roab”), 


At an early date an agitation began for the opening of another 
wagon road from Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron, but the project 
seems to have failed to materialize at the outset. The Nine Mile 
Portage was indeed in existence, but did not afford communication 
‘except to the Willow Creek, which was inadequate to meet the wants 
fof the rapidly growing settlements, A shorter route was also 
desired than the Sunnidale Road, whose destination was to far 
west. At the meeting of the Cotineil for the United Townships of 
Vespra, Flos, Sunnidale and Barrie, held on January and, 1843, 
the following resolution was adopted, bearing upon this subject 











hat it appears to this meeting of paramount importance to 
‘open the lines of communication between Lakes Simcoe and Huron, 
‘and that a committee be appointed to consist of the following 
gentlemen to suggest and report to the Municipal Council. their 


views on the subject, and the following gentlemen were elected, 








with power to add to their number ieman 
Robt. Ross, Chas. Partridge, Jonathan Lane, John | McWhst." 
Nothing appears to have been done in the matter beyond Keeping 


cis Hewson, 





up the agitation until 1847, when, in July of that year, Heary 
Creswidlce, the District Surveyor, accompanied by George Lount 
1 gentlemen who had decided to make a survey at 





and several oth 
their own expense, explored a line through the unsettled parts of 
Vespraand-Flos to the mouth of the Nottawasaga River. Mr 
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Lount and others petitioned the District Council at its session ia 
October of the same year to establish the line of road which they 
had surveyed; they submitted a plan of its course, and the Council 





at the same session passed a by-law to establish it, the details of iss 
course being given in the by-law itsel. 


At this time 





he new road was opened as far as the village of 
Minesing “of the present day, but not beyond, and for many years 


afterward was knows ~s “Lount's Road.”” The construction 
the Northern Railwe chin the next few years set aside the ques- 
tion of constructing om Minesing onward to the mouth of the 





From the abundance of Indian relics and village sites of 





aborigines along the high ground in South Orillia, and thence 
lalong “The Ridge” ia North Orillia as far as the ainth concession 
ff the latter and beyond ity it is evident that an Indian trail fol- 
lowed the ridge parallel with Lake Couchiching, but inland some 
distance from the lake shore. The writer has frequently. pointed 

ardwood chiefly 





out that the ridges, which were wooded ith 
invariably had Indian teails along them. ‘The low, flat land con- 
taining swamps or thickets were less penetrable for walkers, and 





the present instance is no exception to the rule. From Orillia tow 


to Washago, the Muskoka Read, 0 





ned partly in 1837, along the 





eastern flanks of the ridges, and also. parallel with Lake Couchi 


ching, is the modern representative of the old forest trail. The 


present road, however, runs perhaps a Tittle nearer the lake 





han did the old trail itself, yet the two followed the same cours 
‘This trail was in use down to the time when the wagon road was 
established. Early settlers testify to the existence of the teal here 
Within their remembeance, and there were also Indian portages to 
the Severn River, crossing the Muskoka Road or trail to W 





shag, 
In Octoler, 1847, the District Councit of Simcoe passed a y= 
law tp establish a road in North and South Orillia parallel with 
the edge of Lake Couchichinge from the town of Orillia northeast 


the present Muskoka Road 





ward. ‘This was the forerunner of 
The byslaw described its oourse as far as lot No. 4, con. 9 of North 
rillia, and at a Tittle later time it was extended 10 Washago. Wm. 





Lioyd and others in Orlin Township had petitioned the District 
Council in the preceding February for this road, and the Council 
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had Isid the matter over till the October meeting, in order that 
the notice required, previous to the establishment of any road, might 


Tu Essa Roaw, 


Late in the autumn of 1849, the New Essa Road was made by 
government grant. The Old Essa Road, superseded at this time, 
hhad been opened at a very early date. From Allandale, which it 
entered over Burton's Hill, to the ninth concession line of Innisfil, 
the old highway had passed through what was called the “Seven 
Mile Bush,” there being, as late as 1849, only one settler alony 





this dreary seven miles of road, viz., at the eleventh line. But the 
inhabitants of the older settled parts of the District near Cookstown 
had used it as their only road to the county town from an. early 
date 

[As time went on, the settlers of Essa had been constructing 
their roads, which were tributary to this main line of travel, Thus 
we find that in October, 1847, after much disoussion, the District 
Council aided in away that seems steange to us at the present day, 
the completion of a bridge over the Nottawasaga River in Essa, at 
lot 5. Thomas Drury and forty others had petitioned the Council 
that the sum of £15 (For the purpose of perfecting the approach to 
the bridge over the river) should be tevied and collected from the 








inhabitants of Tosorontio and Essa, on the western side of the rive 
and the Council, at the time mentioned, passed a by-law to levy the 
tax upon the inhabitants, according to their wishes, 


Omen Mivox Hicnways oF Tis Pexion. 





we District Council in 1843 established road through Vespra 
rill, which became Mr. Boys" mill about this 





from Oliver's gris 
time, (now Midhurst), to the Sunnidale Road at or near the seventh 
this 





line, the surveyor of the road being Miles Kenny, It was 
time also that a deviation of the Sunnidale Road itself was made 





for a few miles near the place where Mr. Kenny's road joined 
ith it. This was done to avoid some hille on the Old Sunnidale 
Road, which thereupon ceased t0 be used. 

‘The Couneil also established in the same year a bush road 
from the third 





in the north part of Vespra, toward the same 
mill, by the same surveyor. 
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The Hon, W. B. Robinson received a geant in the Legislature 
in 1847 00 repair the Nottawasaga bridges, and he suggested that 
part of it should be applied in reducing or avoiding some of the bad 
hills on the town line between Mono and Adjala, where they were 
much in want of a road. By this year this town line was thickly 
settled, but the road was so hilly (there being 24 hills in 14 miles) 
that the settlers could not take out full load, Their usual practice 
was to take out half a load to Mono Mills and then return home 
for the other half, (See Mr. Robinson's etter quoted by Wm, 
Gibbard in the Barrie Magnet, Aug. 20, 1847). 

In Tecumseth, deviation road was opened across concession 
7, through lot 8, in +848, Wim, Gibbard being the surveyor. This 
ploneer road was stopped in 1866, after it had ceased to be of 
lise oo the setters 

‘The Council, in Oet., 1835, passed a by-law to establish a road 
in Innis6l from Painswick to the edge of the Bay at Tollendal 





the surveyor being Win, Gibbard, But there was some delay in its 
construction, and the same residents again petitioned, in. February 
11848, for its establishment in a direct course, There was a re-sur- 
vey, and the Council passed another by-law for the purpose. 

A deviation of the Oro-Medonte town line had to be made 
1849 0n account of hills, and the survey was made by Henry Cres 
wieke, the Disteiet Surveyor 


‘Tue Warp Las Tax Givew 10 Roans. 





“The finances of the District Council being in a flourishing 
state, in February, 1848, after some years of practising the most 
rigid economy, as shown by the Treasurer's balance sheet, the Council 





resolved to lay out the onepenny-per-acre tax assessed onthe 
absentee wild lands, for the improvement of roads and bridges, to 
be expended in the respective townships where raised. A half-penn 

fed in the same way the preceding year 





tax had been appropri 


(1847). 
"The main deviation roads deseribed in 





chapter were those 
undertaken by the old District Council before 2850, some details 
Of the roads in later years being reserved for another chapter. [ts 
Successor, the County Council, from 1850 onward, had its work 
fonfined to town fines and other special undertakings. From the 





yea xntioned, the township Councils received power to. con- 





just 
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ed that 
the bad 
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ie all their own internal roads, and it is not 








beep in re 





ue the details into each 





the writer's intention ia this work to pus 
township, 


‘The accompanying map shows the main colonization roads 





existing in 1849, when the townships assumed control of all the 
internal roads, the end of this year being a convenient dividing lin 
at which the state of progress of these necessary public works may 


be best shown, 
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Chapter XI. 


THE COMMON ROADS AND BRIDGES OF LATER YEARS. 





When the Municipal Act of 1849 came into force in January, 
1850, the township councils 100% charge of the internal roads and 


the District Council, whose name now becam 





the County Council, 








ge of the townlines, For this purpose the town. 
ship councils were 10 receive the Wild Land tax, an arra 
which, in a slightly diferent 








form, had been adopted two 
years eatlier in this county, as we sau 





he close of 





last chap- 
of means whereby’ the townships could 








ter. This timely p 
improve their roads had py 








the sample furnished by the Simeoe District. Ia 


Land Grants we found how the Co 
into the question of a wild land tex, and the thoroughgoing 
fof the Finance Committee, signed by Frederick Dallas, me 





chapter on 
cil, in to47, had gone thorougisly 











port 





particularly the fe 





foment of the roads as the object in view for 





+ in the dirsction of 





tax. It was in reality a pioneer eff 





le Tax, the movement for which has belo 








The County Council having been relieved of the charge of the 


‘common roads, except the townlines, now had time to turn the 





attention to the 60 








on of railways, which, soon after this time, 
began to be built in the county 
roads ¢ 








wen receded into the background, in comparison with the fore- 


most position they had occupied up to this time, giving the 








place 10 the railwa 
Biles and i 

some degree the important place that was fo 
by the milways, alt 





s. But in the present 





+ of bicycles, automo- 











1 long time usurped 
ch our county legislators never lost si 
the urgent need for good leading: roads. 





of 





(On the coming into force of the Municipal Act of 1849, the 
Gounty Council passed a by-law on Feb. 
wvntine roads. F 


1850, dealing with the 





subject of they did not deem ie 
‘expedient to assume any of the towalines as county roads, but ia 
order to give prop 








care to sue fi 





they passed the by-law mene 
tioned so as to place the superintendence of townlines under the 


fats] 
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charge and authority of the reeves of the townships respectively. 
This by-law was amended in the following August by adding the 
deputy-reeves. Both of these measures (by-law and amendment) were 
repealed in May, 1852, and at the same time the Council passed a 
lengthy by-law for the annual appointment of overseers of highways 
whose duties should be to superiatend, make and keep in repair, che 





In this way the Council continued 1 appoint pathmasters for 
the townlines by by-law annually for nine years successively, pre~ 
paring a new list of these overseers and a new by-law each year, 
Until 1860, In October of that year the Council passed byslaw N 

‘the immediate 





10, which was an important measure, handing. o 
cere of the townlines to the township municipalities themselves. It 








divided each townline into sections, and gave sections alternately 
to the townships between which the road ran, In this way the ordie 
‘ary maintenance of the townlines passed out of the County Coune 
cil’s hands. On the consolidation of the Municipal Act of Upper 
Canada in 1866 (29 & 30 Viet. Chapter 51) township councils were 
fully authorized to open and maintain the townlines by mutual 

ment with each other as to the share to be borne by each. 
withstanding their disposal of the immediate care of the towalines 
to the townships, the County Council has continued, from 1860 to 














the present time, to consider the boundary lines as their special 





charge, and have made geants to improve them whenever necessary. 
Ieis proposed to review, in this chapter, some of the more important 
special undertakings of the Council in the way of roads and bridges, 





from 1850 to the present day. 


1. ROADS. 
‘Tae West Gwitunmury Pasi Roao, 


A project of more than ordinary interest is entitled to some 
notice at this point of our review. The County Council, at its ses- 
sion in August, 1850, purchased from the Government the West 
Gwittimbury Turnpike Trust Road. They had in view the planking 
of it from Holland Landing to Bradford, and thence to Bond Head, 
tnd they passed a by-law appointing a Board of three commissioners 
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10 superintend it, and authorizing the issue of county debentures for 
£4,000 to plank, or otherwise improve it, The commissioners 
Appointed were Wm, Armson (the Warden}, Thos. Maconchy and 
John Carswell, About the year 2840 the Canadian Government had 
begun to grant sums of money for plank roads all over the country, 
and these had now become fashionable. This was the kind which 





the commissioners decided to build, although there was much if 
ference of opinion at the time as to ite merits as a public work. It 
was accordingly undertaken and completed under the auspices of 
Wm. Armson of West Gwillimbury (who was Warden of the county 
from 1847 to 1852, and who was a promoter of progressive measures 
througiaout his whole public care2r), and of his collesgue, Thomas 
Maconchy, of the same township. 

The commissioners instructed Henry Creswicke, the County 
Surveyor, to make the necessary surveys, plans and specifications, 
and to superintend the entire construction of the plank road fron 
Bradford to Holland Landing. He accordingly made a survey of it, 
nd as the existing toed from the bridge to Holland Landing was 





very crooked, he strongly recommended a straight one—a recom 
mendation which they adopted. They entered into contracts for the 


materials, fas we learn [rom the councit in 





tes of January, 1851, p. 





Ty) the average price being £4 98. per 1,000 feet for three-inch plank 
‘a low price when we compare it with the prices of to-day 


The plank road was finished in October, 1851, and cost £4,782 
s. tod. They established a toll gate south of the Holland River, 
called Raper's gate (No. 1) John Raper being the Keeper of it, and 





another toll gate at Middleton (No. 2) of which William Collins was 
ime for plank 
iimmbury 





Appointed keeper. There was a scheme afoot at this 
ing the road from Bradford northward through West Gi 








and Innisfil, and onward to Penetanguishene, but the fact of the rai 


The plank road soon became a paying investment for the count 
when 





‘The Treasurer pointed out in his report in January, 185 
speaking of the finances of 1854, that the Council had acted with 
foresight and wisdom in purchasing: the road from the Government. 
It exceeded the most sanguine expectations of its warmest adv 





Tn June, 1855, the commissioners had moved the toll gates to or near 
Bradford, the one from Middleton to the bend of the road leading 





to the Bradford Sta 
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But the financial prosperity of the enterprise did not last long. 
In October, 1857, we find the road began to need repairs, £132 15, 
being spent in this way, and the following Jansary the County Coun- 
cil passed a by-law to appoint commissioners for the road, although 
there was much growing: difference of opinion as to what course 
should be pursued. For the year 1857, not only was there nothing 
paid into the Treasury on acount of it, but the Treasurer had to 
pay £250 for repairs, and £34 for compensation to persons who 
had Sustained damage by the road. 








In June, 1858, 2 by-law repealing the one establishing the Plank 
Road passed two readings and disappeared, but at. the next 
h, with much cone 


twntion, repealing it. The County Surveyor was a 





session, in October, a bylaw was put. throu 








rized to remove 
all the plank and dispose of it in such quantities as he might think 
proper, and to have the holes levelled. Thus came to an end this im 
Portant undertaking, which had lasted for seven years, and for a 
short time had heen a great boon. 


Luapixe Roans 10 te New Rattwny 


As the jurisdiction of the County Council in regard to roads 
after 1850 extended only to townlines, they were in a position 10 
assist the most necessary roads of this class. In June, 1855, the 





Counc granted £1,000 for the improvement of the townline running, 
westward from Gilford, and £1,000 for the Penetanguishene Road 
northward from Kempenfeldt Bay 





ind they raised the sums by 












debentures for £2,000. The by-law itself required the raising of 
£4150 for cach road, as the debentures in those days were sold 
ibelow par. Tt was essential to have good leading roads to the newly 
built railway in addition to the Plank Road to Bond Head, and these 


two roads were deemed to be most necessary. But at a special meet- 












ing in August, these grants were withheld until the a 
County Surveyor could be obtained. His 





ice of the 
port came in due course, 
and was laid before them at the October session, Subsequently, th 
voted £826 for the Gilford Road, and L600 for the Penetanguishene 
Road in addition to their former grants. The new by-law of October, 
1855, had granted £1,000 to the Gilford Road, and {800 10. the 
Penetanguishene Road. But the debentures for £1,800 had yielded 

only £1,504 35: 4d., net, after brokerage and counsel fee. 
‘The large grants for these two roads in October, 1855, fell short 
labor. 











‘of completing them, owing to the increase in the price of 
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Accordingly, in June, 1857, the Council granted £960 for the Gile 
ford line and £900 for the Penetanguishene Road, passing a by- 
law to raise the sums by debentures extending over a term of ten 


Vaniovs Oritex Roxps Promoreo, 


Among the earliest grants made by the County Council for roads 
was one ia October, 18st, for £30 for improving the road teading 
from Creemore Mills in Nottawasaga to Essa and Barrie. Although 

ndards, the Coun- 





the sum was not large, according to our present st 
cil had to raise it by debentures, so poor were they in ready cash. 
“The Lake Shore Road from Collingwood to Owen Sound (or, 


at last, to Meaford) received its frst coat of gravel in 1860. The 





first rough road had been hewn out in 1855, when the railway began 
to run to Collingwood, or perhaps a year or two before this time 
At the beginning, it ran at least as far as Thornbury, the town site 


of which had been surveyed in 1832 
A deviation of the townline between Tosorontio and Mulmur 
became necessary t0 avoid certain hills, and a by-law was passed hy 
i the Council in November, 1866, to establish a road surveyed here by 
Edward Segar, P.L.S., deviating into lots 8 and 9, Mulmur, at the 

Alliston Creek, (or Boyne River) 
In January, 1867 the Muskoka Colonia 
to Gravenhurst having fallen into an extremely bad state of repair, 





1» Road from Washs 





the Council memorialized the Government to grant a sum to repair 





The townline of Tecumseth and West Gwillimbury, south of 


cc 
road allowance. ‘The Council, in October, 186s, recommended West 


Jestown, opposite concession 14, was not at first on the original 





Gwillimbury to open it in the proper place, as it was in that township's 
q portion of the towaline, But it appears the township did not comply 
Teith the suggestion, and this became « subject of agitation for two 
or theee years. Finally, in June, 1868, the Council granted $100 t0 
fst in opening and improving this dificult piece of road, and the 


work was done 
A focal difficulty in road-building which Essa 
was the canyon of the Nottawasaga River. To avoid certain bills 





1ad to contend with 


and ravines near the Nottawasaga River, Essa had established 
Toad between Tots 19 and 30 in the sth concession, and partly on lot 
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and also on lots 20 and 21 in the 6th concession, The County 
Council in Oct, 1869, passed a by-law to confiem the Essa by-law 
Again, in 1889, Essa Township passed by-laws for similar purposes, 
viz., No. 187, to make divergences {rom the original allowances 
between lots 25 and 26, con, 4, and No, 192, t0 avoid the river and 
certain hills, ravines and obstacles on the original allowance between 
concessions '§ and 6, opposite lot 6. The County Council confirmed 
these two by-laws in November, 1889. 

Mautice Gaviller, P.LLS., made a survey for a deviation of the 
townline between Essa and Suonidale at the Mad River, in 1884. By 
the plan of deviation of the townline at this place, viz., opposite lot 
No. 18, con. 1, Sunnidale, and lot No. 32, con. 1, Essa, a consider- 
able saving to’ the County was effected, because the erection of @ 
arge and expensive bridge could be dispensed with 

One of the last townlines to be opened up was that between 
Vespra, Essa and Innisfil, through the flat lands. There had been 
some question at first as to the correct position of the line, two sur- 
veys having been in existence, but after arriving at some settlement 
of the question, the County Council granted $200 toward the opening 
of it, in June, 1887, and the adjoining townships also contributed 
their shares 

As the demands for grants to roads and bridges continued to 
grow, the County Council, in order to reduce the subject to a general 
rule, passed by-law No. 306, in June 1878, by: which all their grants 
should be supplemented from the local municipalities by an equal 
amount, For a number of years the grants were expended in 
aceordance with this ly-law, which gave place in its turn to the 
County Roads system 


Lack oF Meas ro Buty Roans. 


Notwithstanding the placing of the burden on the townships 
themselves to build all their own internal roads in 1850 and onward 
for which they had received the wild land tax, there was no. source 
‘of expenditure with which the County Couneil had to deal and in 
hich they felt thelr inability to cope with the requirements of the 
settles, so much as the remaining roads. The Council felt itself 


s0 poor after aiding the Northern Railway by taking £30,000 stock, 


that but fow grants were made to build roads, for a long time, In 
his address to the Council, October, 1836, the Warden, James Sa 
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son, suggested the raising of £25,000 by Joan for gravelling. roads 
in the county, but the suggestion was aot acted upon. 


‘The Northeen Railway stock, which the Council subscribed 
to be paid in twenty years, had scarcely been paid off 
(in 1872) when & 











"e greater portion of the County were called upon 
to bonus the Hamilton Railway’ (in 1873) to the extent of $300,000. 


This kept the burden of taxation renewed for twenty years longer, 





making altogether a period of more than forty years during. whi 
the county was burdened for the benefit of ra 








way building. In the 
meantime, however, the county grew faster than the burden, and 





with the growing means of bearing taxes, greater sums were granted 
to roads and bridges. In June, 1877, we Rind; for ins 








ippropriated for the roads of that year, and within a few 
cars after this it rose to $5,000 annually 





In November, 1879, the Simeve County Council asked the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in Council for aid out of the surplus fonds of the 
Province to open up and repair roads and bridges in the county 
But the Ontario Government was slow to take the hint to part with 
its surplus, and it was not wntil nearly twenty years after the sug- 
igestion from this quarter that the surplus was actually devoted to the 
ids of the Province. When it did come, the Councit formulated 
the Co 
next paragraph. 





ty Roads System of to-day, which will be mentioned in the 





Tux Cousry Roaps Syste or To-par. 





‘The Ontario Government having offered to supplement county 
grants for good roads, to an amount equal to the grants made by 
the counties themselves, the Simeoe County Commissioners in June, 
90a, passed a by-law to accept the Government's offer, and the 
ratepayers of the county ratified it at the elections in the following 
January. Tt was duly inaugurated, April 1, 1903, as the County 
Roads System. The Government's offer was adopted and County 
Roads established by only two other counties in the Province befor 
Simove took it up. Extensive improvements have been carried out 
Lander this aystem, which it is not our iatention to review, as it is 
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I, BRIDGES, 
Tur Baupees ar tie Nanwows. 


‘The circumstances atterding the erection of the first bridge at 
the Narrows having been mentioned in the last chapter, the subse= 
quent history of the highway will naturally come within the scope of 
the present one. The fist to be built across the channel hetween the 
two lakes was a swing bridge, and as we saw, it was erected under 
the Board of Works. If the main road from the Ni 

had een completely opened at the outset, it must 
imperfect condition, as we find that a public meeting was held at 
Windsor (Township of Whitby), on May 10, 1845, to. consider the 


ows to Whitby 








subject of constructing a Plank or Railroad, o both, from Windsor 
Harbor, in Whitby, to Gloucester Bay, on Georgian Bay, by way of 
the Narrows, The resolutions adopted at this meeting were printed 
in a pamphlet, and in this itis stated that the distance was 73 miles 
from Windsor Harbor to Coldwater or Matchedash Bay, and five 
miles more to Stergeon Bay 





The state of the bridge not being the best, in +833, a question 
arose as to which municipal body should undertake repairs. In 14 
and 14 Viet. cap. 15, 16, 17, it was provided that all such works 
abandoned by Government by proclamation should he under the 
Municipal authorities’ control, It does not appear that the Govern= 
ment had formally abandoned this work, yet having turaed over all 





roads and bridges to the township asd county councils by the Munici- 
pal Act of 1849, it was beyond its jurisdiction to repair them. The 
Orilia Councit contended that the County Council was in duty bound 





to maintain the construction, while the County Council asserted th 





contrary. On this question, in June, 1855, John H. Hagarty, Bi 
terataw, gave his opinion to the Orillia Council ta the effect that thr 
County Council and not the Orillia Couneil should maintain and keep 
in repair the Narrows Bridge. For some reason, the County Council 
would not assume any of the Public Works until abandoned by Pro 





ation of the Government to the County. While this dispute was 
going on, the bridge was urgently in need of repairs. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the County Council declined to. assume the Narrows 
Bridge as a County viaduet, they granted, in January, 1854, the sum 
of £15 in aid of the repairs so urgently needed to the bridee and the 
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road; while, again, in June, 1855, they granted £6 





toward repairing 
it, and £10 toward the keeper's salary. It was not until May 1, 1859. 
that the Government, by Proclamation, transferred the bridge from 
the control of the Board of Works, to that of the counties of Ontario 
and Simcoe, and the Simeve County 





‘ouncil, at its session in June, 





assumed their share of the maintenance by passing By-law 


In 1856, in consequence of the decay of the northeast pier of the 


bridge, the swing became damaged so much that it would not wor 
and com 








wunication between the two sides of the water was cut off 
A scow capable of transporting a team of horses and their load was 
speedily built and was for some time in operation. At the same time, 
Government steam deedge was employed in deepening the channel. 
Again, in January, 1859, the bridge was replanked, $200 being: 
‘out of the funds of this county a its share 


ited 





In March, 1860, (which was soon after the formal transfer of the 
Dridge to the two counties), the county surveyors of Simeoe and Ontario 
met at the bridge with a view to make repairs. The expense of its 
maintenance and repairs was a considerable item to the municipal 
bodies of those days, and so the advisability of establishing a toll for 
crossing it was under discussion for some years about this time, The 








port of Henry Creswieke, the County Surveyor, on the state of t 
bridge (laid before the Council at its June session, 1860), gave the 





probable cost as $1,640 to put the bridge in a proper state of repair. 
Of this sum, Ontario County granted half, and Simcoe County the 
cther half, while each county appointed two commissioners to expend 
the amount. By October, the commissioners had let the contracts for 
the removal of the old bridge, and the erection of a new one, the 


whole cost to be under $1,200 or $440 less than at fist estimated. By 






October, 1861, (a yeur later), the new bridge was progressing and 
would be completed the same fll 
In Jue, 1865, John McKay, who had 


Bridge resigned after several years’ s 





1 keeper of the Narr 








‘ice, and the same year Col- 
lingwood Harris was appointed keeper, and rema 
for twenty years, (until 18 





ed in the position 
5). Extensive repairs, amounting to $425, 
again made on the bridge during the winter of 1 
being, paid by each county 








5, one-half 


Another new bridge at the Narrows was completed in January, 
1874, with the approaches. It was a substan 
bridge, 


al and well finished 





and was built at a cost to Simeoe Coun 





alone of over $3,000, 
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The Town of Orilia having expended about $1,200 on the road 
leading to the Narrows Bridge, pric 





to June, 1878, the County Covn- 


cil was then asked for a grant of $100 to assist in completing the road, 





and it granted that sum for the purpose, 

In June, 1883, the County Council appointed a committee of three 
to act with 4 committee appointed by the County of Ontario in refer 
cence (© rebuilding and repairing the swing of the bridge. James 
Quinn, Reeve of Orillia, was appointed in January, 1884, to continue 
the work in conjunction with the commissioners of Ontario County in 
the interests of Simone County, 

It is recorded for November, 1885, that Elizabeth Harris and F 
Gaudaur applied for the position of caretaker of the bridge, and the 
Council appointed Elizabeth Harvis. The swing part of the bridge 
was replanked in 1885 with three-inch pine planks. A 





erected on the stationary part, as a result of two young men driving 
over the bridge in furious manner straight into the water when the 
swing was open, drowning the horse and nearly losing: their lives 

A swing bridge wears out more rapidly than a stationary one, and 
it docs not surprise us to find another renewal of the bridge necessary 
by June, 1887. J. B, Thompson, Reeve of Orillia, 
Simcoe County respecting the bridge, reported at that session that 


'$ Commissioner for 





after consultation with the commissioners for Ontario County, they 
decided that each county should appoint an engineer to examine and 
make some recommendation with regard to the bridge. Mr. ‘Thomp- 
on, [rom his own personal knowledge, was aware that the timbers 
‘composing the swing were very much decayed, At this session he was 
appointed commissioner on behalf of Simcoe County, to act in conjunc- 
tion with the commissioner of Ontario County to have the bridge put 
in repair and made safe, in accordance with the report of A. G. Robin 





son, CE 
In his report submitted in November, 1887, A. G. Robinson, C.E, 
strongly recommended that the swing should be built of iron. J.B 


‘Thompson and Archibald Thomson were appointed commissioners to 








5 of Ontario County and find the probable 
cost of such a structure and report in January, 1888. Ip the me 





time, repairs to the extent of $614 for cedar were made wp to this time 
fon the approaches. A. G, Robinson, C.E., had, according to the 
instructions of June, made a thorough inspection of the bridge and 
condemned the whole structure. The approaches to the “swing,” with 
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new cedar planking (now partly laid) would last for several years, By 
the swing part was bad, and the engineer believed it would be much 

saper and more economical in the long run to build an iron bridge 
The council decided to 














Id the swing of ison providing it did not 
cost more than a third more than a wooden structure, and it was 
accordingly built; and when the County Council met ia Orillia in June, 
1858, they made an excursion by Str, Orillia to see the new iron 
swing bridge at the Narrows. It was now complete, and was coe 
sidered creditable to the two counties interested. The commissioner 
for Simcoe County (J. B. Thompson) was given credit for the business. 





Tike manner in which he had carried the work to completion. The 
accounts to be paid by this county at this session, for the bridge 
amounted to $1,349.78 This one has lasted down to the present time, 
although considerable sums have been expended from time to time, 
especially on the approaches. 

In June, 1890, the council appointed Thomas M. Harris, caretaker 
of the bridge. In the sime month the council also granted $30 for the 
repair of the Atherly Road, the Town of Orillia having expended the 
further sum of 8700 on it 





Tire Hottaxp Rives Bainces at Beaproro. 


In the adjustment of the question of erecting, maintaining and 
keeping in cepair the bridge over the Holland River, at Bradford, the 
settlement between the counties of Simcoe and York does not appear to 
have been accomplished without some Fitle friction between them. ‘The 
Simove County Council passed a By-law to assume it as a county 
structure, but according to the printed proceedings (October, 1860, p. 








449) the united counties of York and Peel were not inclined to pass any 
By-law respecting the bridge. So the Simcoe County Council had 
recourse under the provision in the Act, to appointing an arbitrator, 





vizz, Thos, R. Ferguson, M.P.P., to settle the matter in dispute. The 
two county councils, however, appear to have reached an amicable 
sitlement before long, oF at least an understanding. 

Me. Durham, a mill owner at Bradford, cut the bridge in two 


pieces in order to run his saw-logs through, in the spring of 1802. 
This step crested some excitement, and gave umbrage to the councils 
of the day, but as it was a navigable stream, they could do but litle 
in the way of insisting on a reparation of the damage done to the 


bridge, and the circumstance renewed the question of erecting’ a new 
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bridge. Some repairs, however, were all that they accomplished at this 
Te was not until January, 1871, that the County Council author- 
ied new bridge, at a cost not exceeding $1,500, if the County of 
York agreed to the measure, By January, 1872, the contract had bee 
Jet and the bridge was then in course of erection, to be completed by 





April 1. It was completed about the 
being Thos. Maconchy, of Gi 





ime appointed, the contractor 
Mord, and his foreman, Mr. Mourne, 





‘This bridge, which had a length of 420 fect, was covered with a 
sis inch cedar floor in 1886, at a cost of $816, or Syo8 paid by each 
county. The erection of new steel bridge was undertaken in 1608 
the total cost of which is about $16,000, each county contributing its 
share, 


NOTTAWASAGA RIVER BRIDGES. 
Bripess ar THE Mour# oF rig Norrawassca 


The first bridge here dates from June, #872, when $400 was 
granted for one by the County Council. Tt was sometimes called the 





Van Viack Bridge from the name of the storekeeper and postmaster 
at the place. ‘The adjoining townships as was usual in those days 





made grants to aid the work. In January, 1879, Richard W. Councer, 
‘of Collingwood, asked the couneil to raise one span of the bridge 30 
as to enable tugs to pass under it, and the council granted his request, 


setting apart $7 








for the purpose 


Certain ratepayers in November, 1884, petitioned the County 
Council for the removal of the bridge from the mouth of the river to 
the town line of Flos and Sunnidale, but another petition came from 
certain other ratepayers against the removal, The council granted 


{$200 to teplank the bridge at this time, and it was allowed to remain 
where it was. Again, in January, 1885, the council granted 8200 to 
put it in proper repair under the superintendence of the deputy-reeves. 
of Flos and Sunnidale, 


Burther tinkering st it began again in November, 1887, when the 





depaty-reeve of Flos was requested to examine the bridge, and if he 
In 

January, 1888, it was reported to be in a very dangerous condition, so 

the Warden, Mr. Sx 

commissioners to get it put in thorough repair. To build one pier at 

the bridge, the couneil granted $200 in November, 1886. 





found it dangerous, to get it repaired, the cost not to exceed 82 








er, and R, Graham, were appointed to act as 
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Finally, in January, 1998, the erection of a new one was proposed. 
The site selected was,a short way further up the river, on the Flos and 
Sunnidale town line, An engineer was employed to prepare plans and 
sake estimates, These plans were prepaced during the summer, and 


at the November session the contracts were let for the erection of a 





steel bridge with concrete abutments, and with central cement pier, the 
whole cost to be about $15,000. 





Tie Susvinatse Basar (sx Lor No. 9). 


The Sunnidale Council, on November 6, 1886, passed a By-law 
(No. 192) to establish “Milne's Road" across the south end of lot 





No, 9, con. 14, Sunnidale, Ik was described by plan and notes of sur 
vey by W. H. Selby, P.L.S,, and the County Council confirmed the 


road in January, +887, With this beginning, the Sunnidale Council 





\dertook the erection of a new bridge on the side road at this place, 





and to assist in building it, the County Council, in June, 1889, granted 
S250. A further grant of $150 was added in November of the sam 
year, making a total of $400, the Township of Sunnidale granting « 


Hike Sum of Soo for its erection 
‘Tue Kiaxoareien Brinor, 


The representatives of Sunnidale and Flos, ia June, 1885, asked 





for a sum to repair the town line between the two townships and also 
for a grant sufficient to build a bridge over the Nottawasaga River on 
the town fine, but the County Council granted only $50 to improve 
the town line. The application was renewed in the followings Novem= 
ber, in the shape of a petition from Walter Little, and 178 others, aske 
ing for a bridge across the river near the town line road allowance 
but the application was laid over until the January session, when $500 


was granted to complete the bridge in accordance with the plans sub- 





mitted at the time of making the application, Again, ia June, 1887, 
aan additional grant of $100 was made by the County Council to com 
plete the bridge, which came to be known by the name of the nearest 
settler, as in so many other eases. 

The question of the maintenance of this bridge came up i 1967. 
‘and litigation arose between the Township of Flos and the County, in 
1908. In November of that year, renewals of parts of the bridge wer 
needed. The council thereupon undertook the erection of a new wooden 
top for the bridge, the piling of the old bridge being in a good state of 





ROADS AND BRIDGES OF LATER YEARS, 135 


repair. The contract was Hnally let in January, 1999, for a bridge of 
Georgia pine, with a covering of cedar, the cost to be $1,675. 





Tug, Four Line (Fos) Brivee. 


The Council in November, 1864, granted $400 to aid in the eree= 
tion of a bridge across the Nottawasaga River on the fourth line of 
Flos. This bridge or its successor was burned during the great bush 
Fires of August and September, 188, 3 





1d 4 new one builtin its plac 


‘Tue Eoexvate Bripoes, 


In January, 1874, the County Councit made a grant of $300 10 
build a bridge across the Nottawasaga at Edenvale, on the town line 
between Plos and Vespra. The grant was made on condition that 


the adjacent municipalities would make grants and carry out the work 





lunder the superintendence of their own reeves, It was replanked in 
the summer of 1887, $50 being granted in June toward that work. 


In 1906, the County Council undertook the erection of a new 





structure at this place. While nearly all the other large bridges built 
in this county in roeent years have been steel bridges, the one under: 
taken here was the first large cement arch bridge erected by the enunty 
‘The contract was let in 1996, and it continued throughout 1907, being 
‘completed in 1908, at a cost of $21,000. Some delay and extra cost 
arose from the sinkayge of one of the piers. During its construction a 
Moating bridge was maintained for the convenience of she traveling 
public at the place 


Tue MeKisvow Baines, 


The Council granted $400 in June, 1876, to assist in the erection 
of 4 bridge over the Nottawasaga River on the town line between 
Sunnidale and Vespra, which has been known as the MeKinnon Bridge 
fram the name of the settler near it 

In January, 1885, repairs were wanted and the Council granted 
S200 t0 assist in making them. Again in November, 1888, the bridge 
was covered anew, the Council's grant for which was $75. 


Vantovs Norrawassca River Bninces nr Essa. 


By far the greater number of bridges of the county, 
part of the expenditure for them, have been in connection with the 





the larger 
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Nottawasaga River and its branches, but only a few of the more 
important grants can be specified in these pages. The bridge over the 
Nottawasaga on the Old Sunnidale Road, near the town Hine between 





Essa and Sunnidale, was reported ia June, 1861, to be in a dilapidated 
and unsafe condition. The original iog bridge at this place had been 
erected, as far as can be ascertained, in 1833, and it was perhaps the 


first bridge over the Nottawasaga at any part of its lower course 

‘The unusually severe spring freshets in 2862, swept away several 
bridges, including this one near Angus. Another at Nicolston was 
destroyed at the same time, both crossing the Nottawasaga River 
The County Council in June, 1862, granted $800 each to replace these 
It also gave S200 for the Willow Creek Bridge on the Penetanguishe 
Road, and similar amount to a fourth brid 





fon the town line of 
Essa and Innisfil. From the October reports, we leara that for the 





four bridges which had been destroyed in the spring, and for which 
$2,000 had been granted in June, the contracts were let and the work 
progressing: 

In June, 1875, another bridge over the Nottawasaga River at 


Nicolston was under construction, The contract had heen let for 





$81,400, part of which was borne by the adjoining townships, and part 
by the county 

To assi 
within the Township of Essa, $200 was granted by the County Council 
in June, 1886, 





in building a new bridge over the Nottawasaga River 


Norrawasaca Riven Brinces ar Hockta 


At an eatly d 





h bridge was built over the south branch of 
the Nottawasaga River on the town line between Mono and Adjala, 
in lot 14 of the latter. The Village of Hockley near by has given to 





it the name by which it has been most commonly known. In June 
1868, the County Couneil granted Stoo to rebuild this bridge, the 
adjoining municipalities also contributing. sid, 
reported to be over 300 fect long, (this measurement would ieclude the 
approaches) and so unsafe that the County Surveyor was instructed to 





Inspect it, According to the Surveyor's figures, it was 170 feet long 
and unsafe, s0 the Council granted S200 toward rebuilding: oF repairing 
it, The grant was made on condition that the adjacent municipalities 
‘would make grants and carry out the work under the superintendence 
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of their own reeves. In June, 1887, the Counc 
the renewal of this bridge. 


granted $150 toward 


Various minor grants for repairs and renewals were made from 


time to time, until in January, 1908, a new steel bridge was under- 





taken for this place. The Council appointed two commissioners to 
act with a committee from Dufferin 


J 





wunty and make a report at the 
1e session. The new strueture was built ia 1908, of which the whole 








ost was about $2,550, Simcoe County's share being one-half of the 
total 
Various Bripors ox Invotaxr Braxcis oF Tit Norrawasaca. 


Tn the month of June, 1876, a freshet took away the bridge over 
Mad River near Glencairn, on the deviation road for the town fine of 
Tosorontio and Sunnidale, and a flood at the same time also did consid 
‘erable damage to the town line road between Nottawasaga and Mul 
mur near Lavender 

The Couneil made grants in 1882 and 1883 amounting to $250 to 
build a bridge over the Mad River near Gleneairn, on the deviation 
Tine between Tosorontio and Sunnidale. This was supplemented by & 














further grant o 
of the bridge, 


at the session of June, 1886, to complete payment 


To build a further bridge on the same deviation road over the 
Mad River, $250 was granted in June, 1887 

‘The County Council ia October, 1877, granted $1,000 
bridge near Alliston on the town lin 








between Essa and Tosorontio 
across the Nottawasaga River branch known as the Boyne River. In 
June, 1886, it again voted $130 toward the renewal of the bridge, and 


855 in November of the 








same year to complete it. 
To construct a bridge on the town Tine of Tecumseth and Adjala 

at lot No. 19 of the latter, across the Branch known as 

the Couneil granted $75 in June, 1887, the adjoining 

ing the amounts necessary for ite completion, 











ownships grant. 





Baupces Across tiie We Rives at tHe “Op Forr.”” 





In January, 1875, the Council granted $300 to assist in building 
4 bridge over the River Wye near the “Old Fart’ ia Tay Township. 
A Swing Bridge had to be built in consequence of the deepening, by 


the Provincial authorities, of the mouth of the River Wye, which at the 


































138 1 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY, 


bridge was 300 feet wide, and which had been made navigable to Mud 
Lake by the artificial deepening. As a caretaker had to be appointed 
‘or the Swing Bridge, the County Council, at the January session, 





1878, sent a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Couneil asking 





him to grant Provincial aid to maintain the bridge, under the circum= 





As Swing bridges wear out much sooner than stationary ones, the 
Council, in June, 1887, granted $300 to rebuild the bridge, which had 


become’ dilapidated. On this occasion, the bridge built was not a 





swing bridge. 
Brupoes over THe Wye at Wyenripce, 


Various stewed 
Road in 1814-5 down to 1862 had been thrown over the Wye River 





ures from the first opening of the Penetanguishene 


at this place, to which they had given the name. But the County 
Council fa October, 1862, granted $200 to rebuild the bridge over the 
Wye ina much more substantial manner than had hitherto been the 





cease. It was repaired at vatious times from that date downward, until 
in June, 1887, they granted S100 to build another new bridge, for 

‘which additional new repairs were required in June, 1885, and received 
grant of $50, with a farther grant of $150 in June, 1899. 


Tur Bripcrs over THe Nort River, (Tay axp Matcusnasi Tows 


Ne). 
In September, 1875, the County Council granted $400 to aid the 
erection of a bridge over the North River on the toven fine between 


‘Tay and Matched 
A swing bridge was erected, and a caretaker appointed in due course 


sh, in addition to $200 they had previously granted. 





that 


the work to be done by the earetaker of this bridge was comparatively 


ff time. But belore many years had elapsed, the Council 





becasion to observe in their proceedings (January, 1883, p. 17 





Tight. Tt consists in opening a swing which is chiefly used in letting 
down loads of marsh hay in July and August, besides occasional loads 
ff fumber and shingles duting open water, and the councillors thought 
this bridge could be raised and made a fixed bridge at 2 cost of $400 
for $500, thereby saving a caretaker's salary. 

A year tater (January, 1884), when the Council passed a By-law 
appointing Samuel Abbott caretaker of the bridge, the committee on 
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bridges again urged upon the Council the wisdom or raising the swing 
bridge to such @ height as would allow steam tugs and flats (scows, 
fat boats, ete), laden with hay to pass under it, thus doing away with 
the cost of a caretaker. The committee employed A. G. Robinson, 
C.E., of Orillia, to prepare plans and specifications for raising and 
otherwise improving the swing bridge, with a view to estimate the 
cost of changing it from a swing to a fixed bridge of a sufficient height 
to permit the steam tugs and hay barges to pass under it. By the 
‘month of June he hed estimated the cost of the fixed bridge to. be 
81,295.37, and in view of the fact that the existing bridge would, with 
ordinary repairs, Inst four or five years more, he expressed the opinion 
that it would be injudicious to disturb it at that time. No immediate 

the time to change it, but the plans and specifica 
for future use, 


The reeves of the two municipalities adjoining the bridge were 


steps were taken 





tions were carefully filed aw 





appointed commissioners in. June, 1887, to exemine it and have the 
bridge put in a proper state of repair. They examined it and found 





the swing could not be opened, and the whole structure so. badly 
Aiccayed that it required to be rebuilt. They had a new platform built 
under the swing (cost, $36) which could be utilized in the construction 
‘of a new bridge. They recommended at the November session that it 
he built during the enswing winter, as the cost would be less than in 
summer. Action was deferred, however, and in January, 1888, it 
was reported that repairs had heen put on it for the past three years, 





but it had got so rotten that it was impossible to. patch it up any 





longer, Reeves Lawson and Burrows were authoriged to get it put 


in proper repair. A new covering: was placed on it in 1889, 
The County Council, in March, 1903, erected a new steel bridge 
ar this place. As in other cases of erceting steel bridges, the heavy 
ge 

made of cement if deemed advisable 








ide of metal was used, s0 that the covering could st any time be 


SEVERN RIVER BRIDGES, 


Successive Exections at Seveay Baroce 





‘The fest bridge across the Severa River was built by the Govern: 
iment in 1856-7 on the Colonization Rosd leading. into the Muskoka 
District, and it became at once an important connecting Tink. By 
June, 1868, i needed repairs, and the County Council sent a !me= 
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rmorial” to the Government asking them to repair ity which was done 





shortly afterward. 
In June, 1883, the old bridge being in @ very critical and danger 
‘ous condition, the County Couneit sent another “memorial” to. the 
ward, A, G. Robin- 
surements and examined 


Government asking them to rebuild it. Soon aft 
son, C.E., of Orillia, made preliminary m 
the old bridge; he also drew plans, specifica 









ons, ete., and estimated 








© cost of rebuilding it 
Tn the meantime 





the committee having the matter in eharge, had 
of Public Works, in consequence of which the 
‘old bridge was inspected by the Superintendent of Colonization Roads 


‘and some temporary repairs made and paid for by the Department 





seen the Commission 








By 
November, 1883, the committee was able to report that the comm 
sioner offers to pay half the costs of a new bridge if the work be done 
under the Department. The council accepted this offer, and the work 





was commenced soon afterward and compleied in x88}. The county 








records show a payment on February 17th, 1885, of the sum of $1,500 
to the Government, as this county's share of the cast af the bridge 

Tn 1896 the contract was let for a new steel bridge at this place. 

‘This was the first large steel bridge undertaken by the county, and it 

o bridge, besides con- 

000, of which the 


was a costly attempt, there being three spans 
Ontario 





the piers, “The total cost was about S; 
00, and the balance was paid by 





Government paid only 
this county. Heavy steel was used, to admit of being covered with 


fcement at a Inter time if necessary 





Wasneni’s Brivor Ackoss THe Srvrey Rives. 


In January, 1874, the County Council granted $500 for the exec 





tion of & bridge across the Severn River where the town Tine between 
Rama and Morrison comes to the river, near Washago. The river 


being the county fine between Ontario and Simcoe, the grant was 





made on condition that Ontario County should grant a fike sum. In 

October of the same year, Ontario County was urged to take joint 

action for the construction of the bridge, and at a Tater date the pre 
Timinary arrangements were completed 

‘The bridge was reported in June, 1889, to be in a rotten and 

jon, and must be rebuilt. The reeve and deputy 











dangerous cond 
reeve of Orillia Township were appointed commission 





in behalf of 





Simcoe County to set in conjunction with the reeves of Rama and 
Morrison, representing Ontario County, to employ A. G, Robinson 
10s 
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C.E, to complete 
the construction, 


plans and specifications, and to take tenders for 
‘and the 





we contract was let to W. P. Chi 





bridge was rebuilt the same season at a cost of $1,300, this cost being 
divided between the counties of Ontario and Simcoe, and Muskoka 
Dist 
F 
steel bridges built in recent years, heavy steel was used, 








ally in 1903, 8 new steel bridge was erected here, Simcoe’s 
all the other 






he cost being about $3,009. As in the case 
0 that the 
bridge may be covered at any time with a cement covering if it should 
be deemed advisable 
To rebuild three bridges on the road between Nor 
Morrison, the Ci 
bridges having all been burned down by the late Fires of the summer. 





h Orillia and 





uunty Council granted $150 in November, 1887, the 


Brincrs OvER THe SEVERN NEAR SpaRkow Lake (BesNerr’s Briboe, 


The County Council, in January, 1881, granted $600 to aid in 
building a bridge across the Severn at Sparsow Lake, and plans were 





prepared by Engineer Armstrang. In the minutes of the following 
June, (p. 
to build a pontoon bridge over the river at this locality for the accom- 
modation of the public 

Again, in 1883, the proposed bridge received grants from the 
County Council ($400 in Ja 
chosen was near the old bridge site, viz, at or near the 3ed and 4th 
oncession Tine of Morrison, and opposite lot 18 North Orillia, 





we find that the $600 granted in January was applied 





y, and S100 in November). The site 


although there was some diference of opinion as to where it should 
be placed. By November, 1883, the new bridge had been completed 
it was sometimes known as Bennett's Bridge, And in January, 1884, 
the County Council passed a By-law appointing H. H, ennett care- 
taker of the new construction 

In June, 1886, Christe, 
Council to raise the bridge from five to ten fect higher for greater 
convenience in lumbering and navigation. The Council accepted their 








Kerr & Co, made a proposition to the 


offer and granted $250 for the work, which was completed in July 
of that year. Again, in 1803, the bridge being ina dangerous con- 
dition, secording to the caretaker, a portion of it was rebuilt at a 





cost of $264. 

A new steel bridge was erected here in 1g0{-5 at a cost of about 
$6,800, of which the Ontario Government paid one-half, and Simone 
County the other 
































Chapter XI. 
‘THE OLD STAGE LINES, BEFORE THE RAILWAY DAYS. 


Closely connected with the early roads is the subject of the stage 





ines, so necessary for public travel before the railways came. 
"The most conspicuous figure of the early stage travel between 
Toronto and the Lake Simcoe region, was unquestionably Mr. C} 





‘Thompson, of Summer Hill, With his name is associated a 
everything mentionable inthe annals of stage transportation and postal 
service of Yonge Street and the Lake Simcoe waterway, between the 








ye Referring to his residence at Summer Hill, on 





1830 and 185 








Yonge Street, near Toronto, Dr. Scadding speaks (ia Toronto of Old, 


. 424) in the following terms 


‘Summer Hill, seen on the high land far to the right, and com- 
manding a noble view of the wide plain below, including Toronto with 
its spires and the lake view slong the horizon, was originally built by 
Mr. Charles Thompson, whose name is associated with the former 
travel and postal service of the whole length of Yonge Street and the 
Upper Lakes. In Mr. Thompson's time, however, Summer Hill was 
by no means the extensive and handsome place into. which it has 
developed since hecoming the property and abode of Mr. Larratt 
Smith 











The early stage line on Vonge Street operated by Mr. ‘Thompson 
is thus described in Walton's Directory for 1833-4 


DAILY LINE OF MAIL STAGES, 


Berwers Yoak asp rite Hottaxn Lavise, Lake Sicos 





“A stage leaves York every day at 12 o'clock, noon, and arrives 
at Phelps! Inn, Holland Landing, at 7 o'elock the same evening. A 
Stage leaves Phelps’ Inn every morning at s o'clock, and arrives at 
York st 12 o'clock the same day, passing through Newmarket each 
way. The steambost Colborne leaves the Holland Landing Mondays 
tnd Thursday's, at 8 o'clocke in the morning, passing round Lalce Sim= 

Coach office at York, the corner of Front Street and Market 
Street, near the Whats." 














An amusing passage in Thompson's Reminiscences describes 
journey by stage down Yonge Street in 1834. On that occasion he 
fr) 
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was making his first business visit to Toronto from his home in the 
forests of Sunnidale township. Having reached Yonge Street on 
foot, after much diffculty, he continued the rest of the way by stage 

“The day's journey by way of Yonge Street was easily accom- 
plished by stage—an old-fashioned conveyance enough, swung. on 
Teather straps, and subject to tremendous jerks from loose stones on 
the rough road, innocent of Macadam, and full of the deepest ruts, A 
fellow-passenger, by way of encouragement, told me how an old man, 
2 few weeks before, had been jolted so violently against the roof, as t0 
eave marks of his blood there, which, being not tincommon, were Tet 
unheeded for days. My friend advised me to keep on my at, which 
T had laid aside on account of the heat of the day, and T'was not slow 
to adopt the suggestion 




















‘The steamboat Cotborne was built b 
Oro shore in 1831, launched in 1832, and sold next year to Ch 





the half-pay officers of the 








arles 
Thompson, who ran it in connection with his Yonge Street stage line. 
When the steamboat Beaver was built in 1844, it was jointly owned by 
Mr. Thompson and Capt. Laughton, and it likewise ran in connection 
With the stage line, W. H. Smith's Canadian Gazetteer for 1846 
furnishes us with the information relating to the connection maintained 
between these two modes of travel 

“During the season, the steamboat Beaver leaves the Holland 
Landing for Barrie and Orillia every Monday, Wednesday and Priday 
returning on the alternate days; and a stage leaves Holland Landing 
‘every morning at six o'elock for Toronto.”” 








‘The partnership between Messrs. Thompson and Laughton in the 
northern stage line and steamboat service continued to exist down till 
1850, when some misunderstanding: arose between them, as @ result of 
which Mr. Thompson built the steamboat Morning in opposition to 
the Beaver. On the other hand Capt. Laughton appears to have 
retaliated by establishing another line of stages on Yonge Street, in 
‘opposition to Mr. ‘Thompson's. These two rival lines are thus 
anounced in the Directory of 1850 :— 


"Northern" Mail and Stage Coaches, ete,, from Toronto, for 
Holland Landing.—A stage, in connection with the steamer Morning 
oon Lake Simeoe, leaves the Simcoe Stage Office, Liddell’s buildings, 
Church Street, daily (Sundays excepted), at 7 o'clock sm, and at 3 
o'clock pam. Another stage, ia connection with the steamer Beater, 
‘on Lake Simeoe, leaves the Western Hotel, daily, at 7 o'clock a.m.” 











The rivalry between these two lines of northern travel may be 
Presumed to have waxed hot for a time, until the construction of the 
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Northern Railway put an end to both rivals forever. But while it 
fasted, it was warm, The landing place of the Beaver was changed 
by her owner, Captain Laughton, from Holland Landing to Bradford 

is service beyond Lake 











Bridge; he likewise appears to have extended 
Simcoe so as to include the steamboat Gore, on Lake Huron, The 
entire line of travel which he controlled was advertised in the Barrie 

is here 





Magnet, during the summer of 1850, and the announcemes 
reproduced as an interesting memento for comparison with the state of 


things nowaday: 





LAKE SIMCOE AND NORTHERN ROUTE, 1850. 
Provun’s Lise Betwerx Torosro, Hotiaxp Laxpivc, Braororo, 
TBaenie, ORILtIS, PENETANGUISHENE, OWEN Souwp, Masirout, 
Wartack Mine, Sr. Joserit, Beece MIvr, aNb Sacer Ste. Mami. 





Toronto, Holland Landing and Brad{ord. 


‘The People’s Line of Stages will leave the office, Toronto, for 
Suottand Landing and Bradford, every morning at half past seven 
o'clock, passing through York Mills, Thorahill, Richmond Hill, Whit. 
Church ‘Vilage, Newmarket, Holland Landing, and arrive at Bradford 
St one o'clock’ prin in time for the passengers to go by the Beaver 
fo the several ports on Lake Simcoe. 

Bradford and Holland Landing to Toronto.—Stages will feave 
Bradford and Holland Landing for Toronto every afternoon at two 
o'clock, arriving in Toronto at eight o'clock p.m., (Sundays excepted). 








La 








he Royal Mail Steamer Beaver will leave Barrie for Bradford 
every morning at five o'lock, (Sundays excepted), arriving at 2 o'clock 
pam. On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, via Oro and Orillia: 
Ea'Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, via Mara, Thorah and Georg- 
faa, weather permitting. - Returning, the steamer Beaver will leave the 
Bradford landing for Barrie at three o'clock every afternoon, after the 


arrival of the Toronto stage, 

‘Goods conveyed from Toronto to Holland Landing: and Bradford, 
and sive versa, in spring waggons and at reduced rates. Passengers 
find goods for the steamer Gore, on Lake Huron, are conveyed to Pene- 
Tuguishene or Sturgeon Bay. with punctuality and despatch; and 
from Penetanguishene and Sturgeon Bay to the Beaver 





















Lake Huron 


Steamer Gore will leave Sturgeon Bay and Penetanguishene on 
the undermentioned days, (weather permitting) 
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For Penetanguishene, Owea Sound, Manitoulin, Wallace Mine, 
St. Joseph, Bruce Mines, and Sault Ste Marie: May oth and 1th? 
Tune 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th; July 4th, 11th, x6th and asth; August 
ist, Sth, 15th, 2and and 29th; September 7th, 17th and 2yh; Octeber 
6th, 17th and azth; November sth 

Returning, will leave Sault Ste. Marie for Sturgeon Bay, touch- 
ing at the before mentioned ports on the following days May 15th 
and 22nd; June roth, 17th and agth; July rst, Sth, ssth, 22nd and 
2ath; August sth, 12th, oth and 26th; September and, 1th and 26th; 
October rst, rith, 21st apd 38st; November roth, 

All parcels and luggage at the risk of the owners unless booked 
snd paid for. 














Wituias Lavantox 
Office in Toronto, Western Hotel, Wellington Streets 
May oth, #850, 


A prominent feature of the days of stage travel was the multitude 
of taverns along the leading roads. Yonge Street was thickly studded 
with them from the very frst period of its settlement, no less than 63 
being in existence between Toronto and Barrie at one time. At a 
later date, the Penetanguishene Road, all the way to Georgian Bay, 





was thickly set, At one time, for instance, the road from Barrie t0 
Penetanguishene, a distance of thirty-five miles, is said to have con- 
tuned no Tess than thirty-seven wayside taverns. But with the con 
struction of the railway, the day of wayside taverns along Yonge Street 
faded in a rapid manner. They, however, did not expire without 
struggle, for we find that the horde of small tavern keepers, aided by 
the carters who supposed that their business would be ruined Sy the 





railway, obstructed the building of it, tooth and nail 





Another conspicuous figure of the early stayge travel was Thos. 
McCausland. At first he carried the mails to Barrie on horseback, 
beginning about the year 1837, and afterward ran a mail stage for 

ers. In connection with the travel between 





the convenience of tra 








Barrie and Holland Landing it would appear from the following adver 
tisement of his, reproduced from the Barrie Magnet of October 1, 
that he ran the stage prior to that date 





Rovat 





Mart StacE merween Baxnte aso Houiasn LaNpiNe 





The subscriber respectfully informs the travelling public that 
the above stage leaves Barrie for Holland Landing: on the. mornings 
fof Monday and Friday, at eight o'elock precisely; and returning leaves 
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Inwia's Hotel, Holland Landing, the same evening, on the arrival of 
he Toronto Mail Stage 








‘The subscriber further begs to state, that immediately on the t 
ing up of the steamer Beaver for the season, he will run three times 
siweek between Barrie and Holland Landing, viz. : will leave Barrie 
Sa the mornings of Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and retursiog 
Gail teave the Holland Landing the same evening on the arrival of the 
Toronto Mail Stage, 











Passengers travelling by this conveyance can proceed direct 10 
Penctanguishene, as there will be a stage in readiness to start for 
that place on the arrival of the Mail Stage from Holland Landing: 
thus forming a direct ine from Toronto to Penetanguishene and back. 





Every attention given to secure the comfort ane accommodation of 
passengers. 
“Tomas MeCavstaxo, 
Mail Contractor 
Barrie, 1st October, 1847. 


“The following advertisement of a later date is taken from the 
Barrie Herald 


[Nowritay Live.—Rovat Mant Sta0r. 


‘Thomas MeCausland begs to announce to the travelling. portion 
of the community that the Mail Stage will leave Butrie daily, (com- 
mcneing 1st January), at 5 o'clock sm., for Bradford, arriving the 
de ten o'clock. Returning, will leave Bradford at 3 o'clock p.m., 
immediately after the arrival of the Toronto mail, reaching Barrie at 
CGght o'clock the same evening ; thus forming, in ‘connection with the 
Yonge Street stages, a direct daily line between Barrie and Toronto 
Places of starting; Post Office, Barrie; Todd's Tavern, Bradford, 











February 4y 1852. 


On the completion of the railway to the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, 
at Allandale, in October, 1853, the stage travel underwent importsot 
‘changes. From the year 1837 up to this time Thomas McCausland 
had faithfully discharged the duties of mail carrier. During the years 
before the completion of the railroad, he had performed the laborious 
duty day and night between Barrie and Holland Landing, and between 
Barrie, Coldwater and Orillia, After giving: up the Barrie and Ori 
route into other hands, his Work was confined to carrying the mail from 
‘Allandale, then) over to the town, as the work had told 











the station (at 
Severely on his physical constitution, and he was unable to do any- 
nt Kind for the maintenance of himself and 





thing of a more impo 
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family. ‘This being his occupation in 1862, the County Councit in 
October of that ‘Council to 
grant him a pension. Up to July, 2864, the Government had taken no 
‘ction in the matter, so the County Council again petitioned the Gove 
fernor-in-Couneil for a pension to him, But the county records do not 
show whether the petition was granted in his hehalf 


sent 4 memorial” to the Governo 








‘Tus Lives 10 Peveraxcutsiese 


No regular line of stages hetween Barrie and Penctanguishene 
appears to have existed until about 1847. The fist issue of the Berrie 
Magnet, (August 6, 1847), contains a notice of the establishment of a 
new line between these points, by J. Morrison, who 





pt a tavern at 


Craighurst, then known as "Morrison's Comers." 





“We beg to draw the attention of the travelling community to 
the advertisement of Me. J. Morrison, announcing the commencement 
fof a new line of stages hetwoen Barrie and Penetanguishene. From 
the growing importance of this route, the establishment of such a 

fe has been hitherto much required, and we trust Mr. Morrison will 
receive that encouragement which so useful an enterprise deserves.” 





‘The announcement itself is here reproduced, and may have an 
interest for our modern readers 





GREAT NORTHERN ROUTE, 
New Live or Sraces menwrey RARRIE Axo PENErANcUISHENT. 


Comfortable coaches are in attendance at Barzie, every Monday 
and Friday, on the arrival of the steamboat Beaver, from Holland 
Landing, for the immediate conveyance of passengers to. Pentane 
fzulshene. By this route parties proceeding to Owen Sound or Sault 
Ste. Marie will save ten hours for the transaction of business at 
Penetangrishene 








The same stages leave Penetanguishene for Barrie every Monday 
and Wednesday, in time for the Beaver's return. 

A direct route i thus formed between the two great Lakes 
Ontario and Huron, 

Terms >From Barrie to Penetanguishene, 7s. 6. Luggage, 2 
6d. per ew. 





J. Monntsox, 
Stage Proprietor 
Barrie, August 6, 1847. 
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Morrison's line, however, does not appear to have existed for any 
length of time, for in July, 1850, another stage line was commenced 
by a joint stock company, a report of whose inaugural mecting is 
herewith given 


A large and influential meeting was held in Barrie on Monday the 
‘sth instant, for the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety 
of establishing a line of stages between Barrie and Penetanguishene, 
find of forining’ joint stock company with a view to that end. A 
letter was read from W. Simpson, Esq., shewing that our friends in 
Penetanguishene will not be backward, and that they are prepared to 
fake a number of shares, sending also the names of ight Penetan- 
guishene gentlemen who are williag to subscribe stock. "Mr. Stephen 
Jeffery, of Penetanguishene, stated the views of the Penetanguishene 
people, and that the line, in their opinion, should be formed at once 
The meeting was organized by Edward A. Walker, Esq., being 
appointed chairman, and H. B. Hopkins, Fsq., secretary, when the 
following resolutions were passed unanimously ! 

Moved by Mr. Sheriff Smith, seconded by Mr. James Morrison, 
‘That it is essential that a line of Stages be established between Barrie 
and Penetanguishene, thereby connecting Lakes Huron and Simcoe 
bby a convenient and easy route. 

Moved by Dr, Pass, seconded by Mr. Edward Marks, That the 
shares in the Barrie and Penetanguishene Stage Line be £5 each, 
payable as follows: 25 per cent, when ealled on, and 25 per cent. every 
three months thereafter, until the whole be paid up; none to be called 
for until a sufficient number of shares be taken. 

Moved by Mr. Burnett, seconded by Mr, Mann, That B. W. 
‘Smith, G. Lount, E, A. Walker, A. Pass, J. Steathy, W. Simpson, W 
B. Hamilton, Esqs.» Messrs. E. Marks, F. O'Brien, T. Meldrum, J 
Wiggins, S.' Jeffery, J. Morrison, Leon Caisse, Capt. Laughton, 7 
McConkey, P, Cleland, and R. Ross, be a committee to open books 
and take stoes, and make all arrangements necessary thereto, in con- 

‘tion with the proposed line. 

Moved by J. Strathy, Esq., seconded by Mr. R. Ross, That 100 
copies of the foregoing resolutions be printed for the information of 
the public. 

“Thanks having been given to the chairman, the meeting separated. 

































Tue Onutuia Service, 


John Harvie had the early stage fine from Barrie to Orilia, the 
road travelled being the Penetanguisheae Road by White's Corners, 


(now Dalston). He succeeded Thomas McCausland on this route, and 

















OLD STAG. 
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supplied better means of travelling than the earlier worker on the 
road, He was one of the seven brothers (Harvie) of South Orillia, 


‘who are so well known in the pioneer annals of thy 





township. 

After the construction of the railway to Orillia, in summer the 
riella and Ida Burton ran to Washago in 

Orilia, From Washayo, Harvie & Mil 

and James Millard) had a line of stages from Washa 


steamers C 











igo for Graven- 
burst. Their headquarters were in Orillia near the steamboat landing, 





fand it was from here that their stages started for the north in winter 


























Chapter XI 
THE EARLY POSTAL SERVICE 


roads and the early stage lin 
postal service, for which the establishm 


ding in an intimate relation with the subjects of the pioneer 
just reviewed is that of the early 











nt of regular stage Fines 
chietly came about 

From the original documents relating to the early post offices of 
Simcoe County, we are able to give the accompanying list of post 
Shed prior to 1847, the date of their commission by 
Government, and the first postmasters in each 


offices esta 





Holland Landing—George Lount. (Resigned P.M.) W. J 
‘Stoane appointed January, 1834 





Barrie Commissioned 6th October, 1835. S. M. Sanford, P.M. 
Orilia. Commissioned 6th October, 1835. Gerald Alley, P.M 
Oro.—Commissioned 6th October, 1835. William Algeo, P.M. 


Coldwater.—Commissioned October 6th, 1835, Thos, G, Ander- 
son, P.M. 








Oro (after removal to new loeation).—Commissioned 6th August, 
1836. Andrew Robertson, P.M. 

Bond Head.—Commissioned 6th August, 1837. J. F. Robinson, 
P.M, 





Flos. Commissioned 6th August, 2837, Hugh Marlow, P.M. 





Nores ov tHe Pioster Post OFFicrs. 


A mail was despatched from Toronto by stage to Holland Landing 








three times a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; while on 
Wednesdays of each week the same stage carried mails for the five 
or six more reniote offices in the northern wilderness. This once-a 


and Landing to the other ofies, 





week mail was then carried from Ho 








‘on horseback, sometimes on foot, and at other times by stage, accord: 
ing to the season of the year and the state of the roads. But the more 
tusual way of transporting these mails was on horseback. This stat 

after which 





of affairs continued until as late as the Rebellion of 1833 








we public roads became mi 
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‘The rate of postage from Toronto to Holland Landing was foure 
and-achalf pence; to Barrie, the same; while to the remaining ofces 
it amounted to seven pence. It will thus be seen that the postal accom 
modation of those early days was of the most meagre sort—far behind 





the standard of modern requirements. 

It is said that previous to Mr, Sanford's appointment, the Condlin 
Brothers lind kept a post office in their early store, but i was doubt 
less an accommodation rather than a regular mail office. 

On Wednesday, October Sth, 1884, the memorial stone of the 
new post office in Barrie was Ind, and in it was deposited, besides the 
usual documents and papers of such an occasion, a record of the early 
history of Barrie, written by his Honour Judge Boys. This record 
ontained, besides a general sketch of the town’s history, an interest- 





ing account of the rise and progress of Barrie post office, which will 
be read with interest in this connection 


As we are to-day taking a memorial part in the erection of a nev 
post olfce a short relerence t0 the history of our postal facilities will 
‘ot be deemed inappropriate. Our post office was frst established in 
1834 with our first merchant, Mr. Sanford, as postmaster, In the 
carly days there used to be no regular post office nearer than Penetan- 
guishene to the north and Holland Landing to the south. Between 
these two offices # mail-carrier passed on foot once a week, and he 
twas afterwards allowed to drop and take up a mail hag on his journey 
to and fro at Barrie. This carrier was a hall-breed and some idea of 
his labours and endurance may be formed from the fact that he some- 
times left Penetanguishene in the morning and reached here at might 
and at once continuing his journey proceeded to Holland Landing 
land was back again in Barrie the next morning. In those days the 
Fate of postage was governed by the distance, there being no uniform 
rate as we have now. The postage to Toronto on a single letter was 
fd., or about 8. of our present currency. To Montreal it was 15. 24 
or aye. To Halifax 3s., or Goc., and t0 pay the postage on a letter 
to the Old Country was’ privilege that could only be enjoyed by the 








rich. Fortunately for the poorer settlers the present system of Come 
pulsory prepayment of postage was unknown, and they were enabled, 
When writing home, to let their friends sett the postage. The post 
office which frst sufficed to accommodate the public of Barrie, and 


indeed the residents for many miles around, consisted of a few pigeon: 
holes in the corner of a store, being very similar to many post offers 
stil found in country places throughout the county. Me. Sanford was 
Succeeded as postmaster hy Mr. McWatt, who was succeeded by MF 
Jonathan Lane. His son, Mr. Alfred Lane, "was the next. post 
master, and under his management our post offie for the frst time 
ada oom to itself. After Mr. Alfred Lane, cane Mr, Jas. Edwards 
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‘The origin of the Orilia post office was equally romantic, About 
1852 and during the following years, Mr. Moffatt, one of the Indian 
teachers there kept the original “post office."” ' According to one 
account, the postal contents of the office “were stowed in a litte birch 
bark basket of Indian workmanship, kept in a little cupboard. The 











‘postmaster’ would take it to a log in front of his house, and on this 
hhe would sit and chat with the applicant while thumbing over the 
basket's contents, Mail matter {what little there was) then came 





directed ‘The Nartows, Lake Simcoe,’ and the operation of the 
‘office? was in connection with the Methodist Mission. Subsequently 
Gerald Alley had a Government post office established there, which 
‘was called Newtown, at frst, but soon assumed the name of the town 
ship—Orillia.”” “The name *“Newtoven"’ mentioned in this account may 
re been applied to an irregular office there for the convenience of 
settlers, But it would appear from the official list at the beginning of 
this chapter that “Orillia” was the name of the first office regularly 





established there, with Mr. Alley as postmaster. 

Down to the year 1854 there was but one post office within the 
borders of Oro Township, and it came into existence in the following. 
way, About 1832, the halfpay officers who had settled along the 
Kempenfeldt shore “‘used their influence to have a post office estab- 
lished for the township, and located in their vicinity, but on complaint 
of the people further back, it was removed to a more central location. 





This post office was called Oro, and on its removal was frst kept by 
Andrew Robertson, and afterwards by Sergeant Grant. Letters for 
all residents of the township came to this one office, and the post 








master, being also the mail carrier, as soon as he reached the border 
of Oro, began distributing his mail, giving letters to parties charged 
to deliver them to parties in their neighbourhood, and who became 
responsible for the revenue thereby arising. This pioneer post office, 





or its successor, afterwards became the Rugby post office. 

The early post offce at Penetanguishene was opened for the con 
venience of the military establishment there, while the one at Cold+ 
water was likewise called into being in connection with the Indian 
agency established there in 1830. 

Captain James Matthew Hamilton became the first regular post= 
master at Penetanguishene in January, 1830, although according to 
fanother account the first post office was actually Kept in the store of 
his son-in-law, Andrew Mitchell, The first mails were carried from 
Holland 1 

ta 





anding to Penetanguishene by a half-breed. ‘There was, 
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however, ao regular mail at the time alluded to. Sometimes there 
were Government despa were, indeed, carried by hall= 
breeds or Indians, but the frst regular mail from Holland Landing to 
Penetanguishene was carried by two young Irishmen, Edward and 
Miles MeDonald, about the year 1833. In their journey northward 
they would travel to Tollendal, from which place, John Sibbald, st, 
would row the travellers across to Kempenteldt on the opposite shore 
fof the hay. On the retumn journey southward the carrier having 
srrived at Kempenteldt was ferried across to Tollendal by Mr. Ladd, 








tches, which 














‘of the former place, and sometimes by William Hewson or his brother. 
Edward McDonald, the elder of the two, survived at Penetanguishene 
until about the year 1887. 

These, then, were the postal arrangements of Simcoe County 
prior to 1837. Other post offices soon followed in different parts of 
the county, and from this small beginning has come the extensive 
postal system of to-day. 


Later EXTENSIONS oF THE SeavICE, 

‘The weekly mail from Barrie to Owen Sound was conveyed on 
horseback, leaving Barrie Thursday morning, and returning the fol- 
lowing Tuesday evening. The mail carrier was John Hunter, of Owen 
Sound, he having succeeded Wm. Stephenson, of Meaford, This 
arrangement continued down to the construction of the railway, when 





‘a new route was adopted, 
Speaking of Mr. Hunter's death in March, 1894, the Owen 
Sound Advertiser remarlced 





john Hunter, a highly esteemed _pione 
‘dence here dates from the town’s earliest settlement, passed 
fiway on Thursday Inst, (March 13), aged 84 years. AS 
So often happens with married couples who have grown old together, 
Me. Hunter survived his wife but a few months. ‘The funeral took 
place on Saturday and was well attended. If a history of the town 
Ie ever witten—and it is a pity that some one does not undertake the 
tack before the last of the pionoers are gone and their store of inter~ 
testing recollections sealed to us Mr. Hunter's name will igure therein 
fs the man who half a century ago carried the mail between here and 
Barrie, this furnishing in the winter months the only Tink between the 
‘world outside and the swampy hamlet by the Sydenham, 

















This pioneer, whose original name was Moore Corunna Gibbie, 








was a native of England, and came to Canada early in the forties. 


For some reason or other he changed his name on arriving in this 
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country and appears to have retained the assumed name until his death 
Te was usval for him to leave Bartie on Thursday mornings for Owen 
Sound, a distance of some eighty miles, and return to Barrie on 
Tuesdays, 40 that he was on the rond the greater half of the time, He 
rode upon an old white horse which was a familiar object to the people 
Of that day, and the mail bags were fastened behind him on the horse 
Postage about the year 2843 was made according to distance 
Under Go miles, 43d; 60 to x00 miles, 74.5 after this, an extra 2d. 
for every 100 miles up to 1,200. Strange to say, that while 4d. was 
the same sum took it to 








required to pay a letter 500 miles in Canada 
fany place in the United Kingdom, if under 
cxceeding 1 02, 2 5. 8 d., and 4d, extra for every ounce oF fraction 


Gran ounce. An arrangement with the United States, December, 


} oz, in weight; net 


$jB, was the means of reducing the postal rates to Europe very 
considerably 

‘On the establishment of the Simeoe District Council, in 1843+ 
that body at once endeavoured to improve existing postal arrange- 
iments, After it was organized, one of its first acts was in this matter. 
‘The council fle the need of a third post jn the week from Holland 
Landing to Barrie, and thence to the Military Station at Penetan 
Guishene, and requested the warden (J. Ae. Irving) to communicate 
‘vith the Deputy Postmaster-General on the subject 

Again, in October, 1845, we find the District Council protesting 
to the Governor-General, complaining of the slowness of the mails 
by stage from Toronto to Holland Landing, although Yonge Street 
had been improved at great public expense and mostly macadamized 
‘The mails were delivered at all hours, and 
complaint. Besides this, there had been no reduction in the colon 
postage rates 

Tittle or no improvement appears to have resulted from their 
complaint, as in February, 1848, a renewal of the question arose. ‘The 
District Council of Simeoe had some Ttigation with Chas. Thompson, 
, just before this, over the building of the Court House, 





his was the burden of the 








the stage ow 
for which ke was the contractor, and this may have exasperated them. 
A committee now enquired into the subject of mails in the district, 
toith a view to their acceleration, and they memorialized the Deputy 
Postmaster-General, through E, §. Freer, the Post Office Surveyor. 
‘Some stir arose from the complaints made about this time, as we 
find one mail cartier (John Hunter) in writing his reminiscences of May 








1847, mentions a strict surveillance kept at Craighurst post office. 
Sp 


viking of casrying the mail from Barrie northward on the Penetan- 
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guishene Road, at that time, Mr, Hunter says: “John Craig was 
postmaster, and had the office where he lived, three-quarters of a 
mile north of the corners (Craighurst); and I well remember that if 
Twas a minute late T had € account for it. These were days before 
cheap postage 
In February, 1849, the District Council forwarded a 
to the Deputy Postinaster-General on the urgent need for a post ofice 
quest resulted in the estab- 





between Essa and Tosorontio, and this 

Fishment of the West Essa post office, And again, in October of the 

same year, the Couneil asked for a post office at Mr. Nulty's Mills 

(Creemore) on the Fourth Line of Nottawasaga, and another at Cooks- 
town, their requests being duly: granted. 

‘Some of the customs and practices of later times than ¢ 

lar, or they would be so if in vogue 





se just 





described strike us as a litle singu 
frowadays in the distribution of mail matter. For example, “Squire” 
Benjamin Ross, the postmaster of Innisfil post office in the fifties and 
later, wore to church at St. Paul's every Sunday a tall plug hat and 
always had it crowded full of letters, ete. for those people who attended 
public worship at the place. He lived nearly four miles south of the 
hutch, and this plugful of letters carried thus far on their way was 
f step for the accommodation of the settlers, whatever may be said 
Of it in the way of strict Sabbath observance. The practice of wear- 
fag letters to church every Sunday in the top of a tall beaver hat is 
probably now obsolete 

Tn 18st, the transfer took place of the Postal Department from 
Imperial control to that of Canada, the frst Canadian Postmaster 
General having been the Hon, James Morris. Up to this time the 
revenues from postal arrangements in Canada (if there were any) had 
gone to Downing Street, The Tmperial Government's surrender of 
the revenue to the provinces of Canada at this time, in exchange for 
the civil list, had been a subject of much negotiation for some time. 
With the placing of postal alfsirs under Canadian management, 
improvements came mote rapidly than before, and it would be impos- 
sible for us to follow the subject through all its bearings, and in every 
part of the county, sufficient having been said for the present of the 
postal service in the days of the pioneers. A compilation by David 
Williams, of Collingwood, on “The Origin of the Names of the Post 
Offices in Simcoe County,"” appeared in the seventh volume of the 
Ontario Historical Society's "Papers and Records" (1996), and it 





igives a quantity of information on the opening of the various post 


ofices in the county. 










































Chapter XIV. 


‘THE NORTHERN RAILWAY 
‘Tue Ovestse oF Tim Nowrwens Ratuway, 


‘The opening of the first railway marked an epoch in this county"s 
history, and although subsequent to the dates of most of the pioneer 
events hitherto reviewed in these chapters, itis entitled to receive a 
Full notice. What is the exact date at which the agitation began for a 





railway across the isthmus from Toronto to Georgian Bay, would now 
be difficult to determine. At all events the importance of this isthmus 
for travelling purposes was recognized very early. Even our red pre- 
decessors gave a convincing proof of its unique position by having at 
Teast three trails across it—the Humber, Yonge Street, and Port Hope 





Orilia trails. And their white displacers fully saw the prime import= 
ance of the position when they built across it the first railway in Can- 
ada, 

‘The projection of the Northern Railway was mainly due to Fred= 
erick C. Capreol, who settled in Toronto in 1833, and who also advo~ 
‘cated the Hurontario Ship Canal scheme with unceasing vigor till his 
death in 188. 

‘There were three attempts to construct the Northern Railroad 
before it actually came into existence, Each time an Act of the Can- 
dian Legislature was passed, the years being 1836, 1845 and 184 
in the latter of which was passed the Act chartering the company 
which ultimately succeeded. 

In the list of private bills passed by the Legislature of Upper Can~ 





fda in the early part of 1836, there were two which have an interest 
for us, vie 

A railway or canal from Toronto to Lake Simcoe, and 

A canal between Lakes Huron (ie., Georgian Bay) and Simcoe. 

‘The isthmus from Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay was wholly 
spanned by these two ills. And as the navigation of the River Trent 
Was the subject of another private bill the same session, we can easily 
understand why the part between Lake Simeoe and Georgian Bay 
took the form of a canal in the minds of the legislators in preference 





toa railway. The proposals, which now seem so quaint to us in the 
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light of modern railways, Bear some resemblance to the “‘eanny"” prov 
posals of the Mackenzie Administration (1873-8) for the construction 





Of the Canadian Pacific Railway by using the substitute of the water- 





ways, and the much tatked-of Dawson Route 
Robert Lynn was the eagineer who made the fist surveys in con 
nection with the passage of the Act of 1836. He issued a pamphlet 





fn the subject, and the contemporary writers of that period have some~ 
thing to say on this matter (eee for example, Thompson’s Remini« 
scences, p. 68), In the Toronto Public Library are preserved numerous 
Mi 
title of the Act of 1836 (6 Wi 
porate the City of Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company." 

‘This railway project met with hearty support soon after it was 
first mentioned, for in Dr, Thomas Rolph's Statistieal Account of Upper 
Canada, (1836), we find the statement 

“From the spirit and enterprise of the inhabitants of Toronto, 
there is every reason to believe that a railroad communication will 
be formed between the city and Lake Huron via Lake Simeoe} the 
round is now being surveyed for the purpose.”” 





scripts and pamphlets of this eatliest survey for the railway. The 
TV, cap@) was “An Act to incor 











From a report by one John Smith, reproduced in the same book, 
some further interesting facts are gleaned 


‘Toxoxto aso Laxe Hurox Ran.nosn. 


“<The Company chartered last winter, to construct this railroad, 
are making vigorous exertions to commence the work. 
Jou: Surre. 





Toronto, July 25, 1836. 


For 
sight of, or at all events, held a less prominent position in public 
ion lent its assistance to 


‘some reason or other, however, the projected railway was lost 





affairs, "Perhaps the outbreak of the Rebs 





keeping the project in the background. At any rate it was not till 1845, 
that active steps were again taken to bring it into actual existence. 
One by one the newspapers of Toronto at that time took up the 


agitation, articles in which serve to illustrate the difficulties and doubts 





‘the scheme encountered, especially the question of terminus. 

Tn 1845, an Act was passed (8 Vict., chap. 83) to amend the Act 
‘of 1836. ‘This amendment in 1845 gave power to the company to 
Cxtend the rallcoad beyond the Home District (Simooe District being 
fhow in existence), and extended further the time for its completion 
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‘One oF two stock calls were made by the secretary pro tem, Lieutenants 


Colonel Edward G. O'Brien, but not responded to very promptly, and 





s0 the attempt on this occasion did not succeed 

In 1849 was passed the Act chartering the successful cailway 
project, its title being ‘An Act to incorporate the Toronto, Simcoe 
fand Lake Huroa Union Railroad Company." A year later, an Act 
to amend the first Act was passed (Aug. 10, 1850), by which the name 
fof the Company was altered to the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron, i. 
the three lakes joined together by’ the enterprise 

In February, 1848, @ special committee of the Simcoe District 








Council had reported "upon corresponding with various corporate 
bodies of the Home District, upon the establishment of a great North= 
ern Railway, and this definite agitation had resulted in the bill above 


mentioned. But we must seeks further back for the earlier germ of the 





enterprise, The first newspaper in the District, the Barrie Magnet, 
hhad not been in existence more than a few months in 1847 ere it com 
enced agitating the construction of 2 railway to connect Lakes 
Ontario and Huron via Barrie “or some point or points on Lake Siem 
0," thus to aid in opening up the country and securing: the bulk of 
the trade of the great Northwest across this the narrowest neck of the 
peninsula. In this agitation Jonathan Lane rendered untiring aid, and 
S. M. Sanford furnished valuable statistical information, Occasion« 

Magnet articles, but 








ally the British Colonist and the Globe copied 

jan. After a while the 
Colonist became convinced of the feasibility and practicability of the 
nergy as tended to its ultimate accom= 


fooked upon the project as somewhat uto 











plishment; but the Globe pook-poohed and urged the construction, 


instead, of a railway from Toronto westward, Even in Barrie there 





‘were those who viewed the suggestion of a railway through this. then 
willerness section of country ss an utterly absurd proposition, “T 





hope," said one gentleman to the editor, ‘‘the people won't consider 
you crazy."” "To construct a railway as you suggest,"" said another. 
it would be necesssry to cross the Holland River, and that would be 
impossible, except on pigeon-poles.”” But the little Magnet stuck to 
its text, the Simcoe District Council, the Torosto Board of Trade 
City Council, and other corporations took the matter up as one of vital 
importance, voted liberal assistance, the road was built, and there is 
hone more prosperous than this the first railway Tine in the Dominion 

‘The agitation for financial aid, kept up in the newspapers, con- 
tinued to grow, and the matter was taken up by the Toronto Board of 
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the City Council, the Simcoe District Council, and the various 
Township Cou 





ls, An extract may illustrate this stage of the pro- 
ject's development 


In pursuance of public notice a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
united townships of Medonte, Tiny, Tay, North Orili and Matche 
dash, was held at the tavern of Mr. Morrison, on the Penetanguishene 
Road, oa Monday (June 10, 30,) for the purpose of authorizing the 
Reeve to vote for the issue of debentures to. the amount of £50,000 
to aid in the construction of the Toronto, Simcoe and Lake Huron 
Railroad, |G. W. Bell, Esg., Reeve, appointed chairman; F 
‘Moon, Esq., secretary. 

The chairman adidressed the meeting in a ps 
fotth the advantages of the railroad, 

J. Craig, Esqn, moved, seconded by D. Johnston,—That it is the 
tunanimous opinion of this mecting that the proposed railroad will 
greatly tend to develop the resources of this county 

'W. Hunt moved, T, Craig seconded, That the Reeve of the 
Townships be requested to support by his vote in the County Council 
the issue of debentures to the amount of £50,000 for the purpose of 
aking: stock in the Torosto, Simeoe and Lake Huron Railroad, 

‘Me, MeKinlay moved, seconded by Mr, Alex, Laing,—That the 
thanks of this meeting: be given Messrs, Sanford and Gibbard, who 
have been kind enough to attend, for the information they afforded. 

Mr. W. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. MeKinlay, That the pro 
ceedings of this meeting he forwarded to the Barrie Magnet, Toronto 
Colonist and Patriot, with a request that they may be inserted in their 
respective journals, 








tical speech, setting 














A railway meeting was also held by the ratepayers of South Sime 
coe, in the Township of Essa, in June, 1850. ‘The names of those 
who took an active leading part in its proceedings are:—Mr. Drury, 


Chairman; Mr, Gordon, Seeretary. Movers and ceconders of resolu 





tions were Mr. Morris, Reeve for Essa and Tossorontio, Mr. Turn- 
bull; Mr. Tadd, Mr, Dunwoodie, sea.: Me. P. D. Kelly, Mr. Dune 
woodie, jun.; Mr. Latimer, Mr. Price; Me. Lee, Mr. Todd 

About this period representatives from the County Town, amongst 
whom may be mentioned Jonathan Lane, in addition to Messrs. San- 
ford and Gibbard mentioned ahove, went out through the county £0 
canvass in behalf of the new railway, And it was this aid which first 
ave the road some prestige 


‘Tur £50,000 Rattway Stock 





Although the Act chartering: the new railway passed the Legista- 
ture in 1849, it was not until 1850 fat the October session) that the 
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County Council frst took up seriously the question of aiding it 
financially. The agitation throughout the county during the summer 
fof that year had produced some effect, and two petitions looking to 





this end came before the councillors in October, leading to sction 
fon the part of the council as stated. Before adjourning: they: named 
a committee of three from amongst themselves, (consisting of the 
Warden, Wi. Aemson, Thomas Maconehy, and Jonathan Lane), to 
consider the question in a prelimina 





"y way. A special meeting of the 
‘whole Council was then held in December to determine all matters of 
detail, and to issue debentures for £50,000, payable in 20 years. 

Many iahabitants of the county regretted that the Council of 1850 
had saddled Simone with the deht of £50,000 for building the ail- 
way, but it is almost certain that the railway would not have been 
bit at the time it was had this aid not been granted. Some years 
may have elapsed, and even ia the end, any 








‘way Company would 

probably have required just as much sid as this one received before it 
e undertaken the work. 

[A stormy period began with issuing: the £0,000 railroad deben- 

Jecember, 1850, above 

mentioned, there was a protest from Mono Township at issuing rail- 

road debentures, but the Council held on its way and passed the By- 

law (No, 10) to take stock to the extent stated, and to issue deben 

Owing to the outlying position of Mono, it 

would fail to derive much benefit from the new railway, which the 

promoters intended to construct in the vieiity of Lake Simeve, as the 

name of the Hine itself indicated. In 1852, Moses Harshav, the Reeve 


would ha 








tures. At the special session of the coun ia 








tures for that amos 





of Mono, had a writ served upon the Warden of Simeve for the pur= 





pose of quashing By-law No. 10, And in May of that year, we find 
that the Mono Couneil retained the railroad tax for atime, but 


ultimately had to disgorge it. In the course of the fa 





suit, Mono 2. 
the County of Simcoe, the By-law respecting the railroad was con 
firmed, the plaintifs having declined to proceed. 

‘The railroad question produced much commotion in the County 
Council itself, as well as among the people. At the January session, 
1851, Judge Gowan having decfined to be the director on the railway 
board, ia consequence of his legal duties, the council named Thomas 





Maconchy as their director, but rescinded their motion next day, and 
fn the following day chose Jesse Purdy of Meaford, The pros and cons 


in the council were very nearly a tie, which added to the diffeutty of 





the situation 
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‘The railroad question, with the prospect of an inevitable increase 
of the taxes by a third or more, now braught on an agitstion for the 
separation of Grey County, which may be ssid to have come into 
existence through Simeoe taking stock in the new railway. In Jane 
tuary, 1852, the new movement for detaching the Townships of St 
Vincent, Collingwood, Euphrasia, Artemesia and Osprey, aroused 
opposition from the Simcoe County Council, especially because these 
townships, in taking this course, wanted to be exonerated {rom bear- 
ing their share of the liabilities made up to this date, viz., the debt 
for the county buildings and the railroad. Notwithstanding: the Coun- 
ills protest against dismemberment, the secession went on 





At the same session of the Couneil (January, 185t,) the ine 
‘of the county's liabilities by the amount of the rati‘oad debt also 





brought forward a renewal of the old agitation for the secession of the 
lots in the Old Survey of West Gwillimbury, on the south side of the 
Holland River, to York County. This time, notwithstanding 2 pro- 


test from the Simese Council, the promoters of this separation suc 





ceeded, and in the following year (1852) this strip of land became 
part of York County. This measure, along with the secession of the 
Five townships at the west to form part of Grey County, altogether 
meant a general flocking away from the old home 








At the beginning of the construction of the line, the Raflway Com- 
pany entered into the contract for the work with M. C. Story & Co., 
on the strength of the stock taken, and the Simcoe County deben- 
tures, as well as the othe 





subscriptions, were paid direct to the con- 
tractors, on certificate from the engineer. ‘The construction of the 
Tine now went forward under the contractors, M. C. Story & Co., 
(which was a firm brought from the United’ States). In January 
1852, when acknowledging the receipt of the Chief Engineer's cer- 
tifeates, and a demand for money on the debentures, the council 
tardily found them to be in accordance with the By-law, but sarcasti- 
cally regretted that the iésue of the debentures had not been made 10 
depend on the quantity of work done on the railroad instead of the 
amount of monies spent on it. By October, 1852, the whole of the 
200 debentures for £50,000 had heen paid or issued to the contract= 





ors, a year before the line reached the head of Kempenfelde Bay, near 
the county town, 

“The Canadian Statutes for 1852-3 contain an Act to amend the 
Act ineorporating. the Ontario, 
Company. This new Act gave the Company power to run to Lake 


coe and Huron Union Railway 
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Huron (Saugeen township of northward), and in this way gave some 
meaning to the use of the term “Huron” in the title of the railway 
The name “'Georgian Bay" was in daily use at this time for the body 











of water which had been originally called Lake of the Hurons. So by 


fan extension of the line to the Bruce peninsula there would be some 





propriety in the name which the Company had adopted. Yet it was 
Sometimes known as the Northern R 





road from the frst, (for example, 





in the Council Minutes of January, 1851, p. 19), although this was 
hot the “official” name, but a few years Tater it became such. By 
the amended Act of Incorporation of the O. S. & H. U. Railroad Com 
pany, the Warden became a Director of the Company (1853). 

J.C Morrison, Esq., M.P-P., was President of the Ontario, 
Simcoe & Huron Union Railroad Company in 1833, and Frederick W 





Cumberland, Chief Engineer. Mr. Cumberland’s Report for 1853 
(February) considers the various proposals for the fine beyond Kem 
known as the “Hen 





penfeldt Ray, the favorite terminus being tha 
nd Chickens." 

In the Toronto Daily Patriot (January and February, 185 
letters signed by a “Shareholder” originally appeared on matters in 





eight 








connection with the affairs of the Company, and a short time later the 
rm. The re” had 
‘much to say about the “Hen and Chickens" terminal point. The 

tors “packed or 





letters were reprinted in pamphlet f Fight L 
anonymous author also contended that the con 
rd of direction at the dictation of Mr. Morrison" 

of Mr. J 





made up” “a bo 
still further, **Sharcholde 








attacked the appointmen 





. Morrison as President 
‘When the Simeve County Council issued the railway bonds, it 
‘was found desirable to. make the debestures for twenty years, but the 





Taye obliged them to redeem the bonds in ten years. Hence the coun 


‘il found it necessary to apply for an Act of Parliament for relief 





Toronto, having also taken stock to the extent of £50,000, obtained 
fan Act of a. similar kin. 

‘The united counties of Wellington, Waterloo and Grey, to which 
the above mentioned five seceding townships now belonged, in Jan- 
nary, 1853, repudiated its share of debt incurred while they were part 
fof Simcoe, and it became necessary for arbitration to ensue under 





14 and 5 Viet., chap. 5, sec. 7, and 12 Viet, chap. 8, sec. 15; 
In some years, the railroad tax exceeded the county tax for all 
other outlays combined, as in this year (1853), on, account of which 


‘the Council and the inhabitants generally grew tired of the railroad 
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stock before the road was running to Allandale. So in June, 185 
they appointed a committee to sell the stock, if this could be done 
advantageously, which, however, could not be done. 

Debentures to the extent of $400,000 were issued by the City of 
Toronto and York County for the new project, and the various muni 
ipalities slong the proposed lin 











also contributed in like manner. So 
in course of time the road came to be built 





1d was the frst line of 
railroad of any extent completed in Ontario, 

‘The first engine used on the Northern Railway was the “Lady 
Elgin," built in New Jersey by the firm of Patterson. Then came 
Collingwood" and the “Simcoe”; and the ‘*Poronto,"” which 
shortly followed, was the frst locomotive built in Canada. Of those 

hinists who built the latter, at Toronto, during “52 and °s3, was 

ry, Ontario 
The road was constructed in parts, in common with all other new 
railways, and opened in pieces, 














James Campbell, formerly of Barrie, and l 





of Thora 








dates at which the different sec- 
ns were opened being herewith given 





To Aurora, May 26th, 1853, 
To Bradford, June 15th, 185. 

To Barrie, October r1th, 1853 
To Collingwood, January rst, 18 








An interesting: sketch of the first passenger train on this railway 
was given in the Toronto Globe of Februacy 22, 1830, a portion of 





‘Ontario may faiely claim the credit of having taken the initia- 
tive in Canadian railway construction, for, with the exception of an 
inconsequential line in the Province of Quebec, the Ontario, ‘Simcoe 
& Huron Railway—named after the three lakes on which were its 
chief objective points—vwas the frst railway in the Dominion opened 
for passenger and freight traffic 

May 16, 1853, was an auspicious day in the history of the Queen 
City, of Upper Canada—and, indeed, of the whole calony-for that 
was’ the birthday of the Canadian railroad era. Tt was a bright 
sunny morning, and all nature seemed to smile on the eurious erewd 
that gathered in front of Sword?s Hotel (now the site of the Queen's 
fon Front Street, and on the object of their curiosity. On the south 
Side of the street was what was then called "a first-class passenger 

















Tt was unique in those days, and enjoyed whatever name its 
‘owners might care to bestow on it) Now it might suffer so much by 
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‘comparison that evtical railroad men would possibly call it by some 


other name 
The first locomotive used on the road was the Lady Elgin, and 
which is now stowed i a railroad shed, its usefulness having’ long 

Mice passed away. It was used as a construction engine, The lo 
Motive that pulled the first train out of Torosto was tne “Toronto,” @ 
Machine buile by James Good at his workshop on Queen Street east, 
fear Yonge Street, * * ‘The Srst consignment of freight received 
Taine Company was from Toronto to Bradford. It consisted of a 
Cheat of tear a dozen brooms, and a barrel of salt. ‘The next train 
mts, the freight 














fools ag freight for Angus Russell, Barri, # case of 
fon which was 18. 11d." 

At the outset many rumors were afloat regarding: the point at 
wich it would touch Barrie. Here is one fom the Barrie Herald, 
March, 1852 

“The Railroad.—We have been informed—but how true it may 


be, we know not, #3 our information comes from no authentic source 
{that the directors have decided upon the Tine of railway touching the 
town at Hagart’s Corer, on the bend of the new road. We trust 


that this teport may, at least, have foundation, as the interests of the 
town admit of no alternative 
But when first opened the road only touched upon Allandate,~ 





and did not smile upon the county capital. This gave serious trouble 
The county had invested in stack to the extent of £50,000, a condi- 
tion of which was that Barrie should receive the road. But for some 


Teason oF another, it was only constructed to Allandale, and thence to 





Collingwood. This avoidance of theie obligations by the Railway 
he end 





pany resulted in several years of expensive litigation, and io # 





the obligation had to be discharged as will afterward appear 
The subject of the railway station at Barrie" came up first at 
the session of the County Council in January, 1853, and the question 
twas & perennial one for a dozen years afterward. According to 2 


ne account of the matter, Barrie had refused to burden itself with 





Thonus to the railway, oF had otherwise given some offence, where- 
tupon F, W. Cumberland, the engineer, said “he would make grass 
fgrow in its streets and would pave Allandale streets with gold." Tt 
is probable, however, that the weightier consideration was the 
engineering difficulty arising from the hills around the town, a difi- 
culty which also arose at a later time in connection with the C.P-R.y 
land that this had something to do with the course the Tine should take, 


fs it was aiming to reach the Georgian Bay through the fat tand 
westward from the head of Kempenteldt Bay: 
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By November, Mr. Cumberland had written the Council with 
reference to the branch line from the “head of Kempenteldt Bay” (ie., 
Allandale into Barrie, He had given directions for a survey and 





plan, which were duly made, Here the question rests for a while, 
but it will come up at a later time, in its proper place in our narra 

Im his first report to the Council (January, 1854.) after the opens 
ing of the railway, the County Treasurer commented upon the abu 
dant sigas “of the increasing prosperity of the county, whether owing 
to extensive immigration, oF the facilities offered by the railroad for 
cheap and speedy teansport of produce, of to the 








energy and steady 
industey of our settlers, oF to the theee combined." He also pointed 
out the lability of the real estate of the railroad to assessment in the 
townships through which it passed for 43 miles in the county. As 








there was much popular discontent over the railway tax at the time, 
the townships did not fail to take the hint, and the railway has bee 
well taxed for its belongings ever since that time. 

As it was inv 








umbent on the Council to form a Sinking Fund for 
the payment of the £50,000 at the end of twenty years, the Treasurer 
recommended the Council to purchase the debentures themselves, 
instead of investing in other securities the 
the amount for that year’s levy. At the January session, 18; 
c 

been unobjectionable in theory, but as one might easily foresee, it 
would not work in practice, and ul 

County's finances, as it has also done in so many other municipalities 
that “borrowed their own money."" At the session ia June following, 





500 for 1855, which was 
the 
uneil adopted the Treasurer's recommendation, which’ may haw 











nately led to trouble in the 








the Council sppointed a committee to sell the stoek in the railroad, 
but no sale took place 

At the same June session, a petition or memorial of ratepayers in 
the southern portion of the county came before the Council, complain- 
ing of the express trains not stopping at Bradford Station. In the 
"wsisdom"* of the directors, or of Mr, Brunell, the Superintendent, 
the express trains did not stop “ino matter from what motive, reason 
for cause.” This arrangement was deemed prejudicial to the interests 











‘of that portion of the county. In the working of the line, which ought 
to have been for the public ood, as well as for the good of the raile 
way company, there is evidence that there was ugliness in abundance 

At the October session, 1855, the Council passed a resolution 
requesting the Warden, as the representative of the county at the rail 
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road Board, to use his influence with that body for the discontinuance 
fof sunning secommodation and freight tains on Sunday. For the 
first few years, the railway line was unfenced, so that many cattle of 
the settlers strayed on to the railway track and were destroyed. In 
January, 1896, this state of things brought a petition from the Council 
to the Legislative Assembly to amend the Charter so as to make it 
imperative on the Company to fence their line of road. While speak 





ing of the condition of the track, it may be mentioned that when the 
railway was first constructed it was aot ballasted, and it lacked bal 
last for some years afterward, For the frst thirty years of its exist= 
fence, wood was the fuel used for burning in che engines. 

Amongst Canadian Railways, the Northern was not alone in fail. 
ing to pay dividends to the original stockholders, The Grand Trunk 
Railway, long before it absorbed the Northera and Northwestera sys- 





tems, was notoriously disastrous, as an investment, to its British 
shareholders. The broad gauge, which proved to be "'a disastrous 
mistake,"" as Sir Francis Hincks called it, was first adopted on the 
road abuilding: from Montreal to Portland; then the British p 

of the entice Grand Trunk Hine decided in favour of the broad gauge 
(possibly thinking it was desirable to have a different gauge {rom 
lines in the United States) and thus led the Canadian Government to 
‘compel the Northera Railzoad and other prospective feeders of the 
‘trunks line to adopt that gauge as a condition of obtaining the Govern- 
ment guarantee, It arose, apparently, at frst from the City of Port 
land snd Maine trying to divert Canadian tralfic from Boston and 
New York to themselves, as we learn from Sir Francis Hincks? 
Reminiscences, p. 443 

















As time went on, financial matters with the railway grew worse. 
‘Times were sid to he hard, the railway was not paying interest of 
dividends to the stockholders who had been enterprising enough to 
lend their money to the concera, the workmen were going without 
pay, the tra 






needed fencing, and hallasting in fact, in the slang 
parlance of Ia - 


Under these 





day, everythingy about the Tine was “on the bum. 
sumstances, in June, 1857, the Board of Directors 
forwarded a memorial praying financial aid from the Council under 





their embarrassments, The liabilities of the Tine were then nearly 
£1,000,000 (sterling), i., nearly $50,000 mile of the road. The 
interest was £56,502 per year, while the yearly profits were only 
(£22,000 per year. What a deficiency. There must have been gross 
extravagance in working the Tine. It is impossible to peruse the 
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affairs of the company at this period without coming to the conclu 
sion that somebody must have made a fortune out of the construetion 
of the railroad. 

{In view of the deplorable financial state of the railway at this time, 
the comm! 





jee, to whom was referred the above mentioned appli 
tion, recommended that the stock (£50,000) be sold, and the proceeds 
as a free gift, conditional on the 











handed over to the rail 





tepay- 
cers" sanction. There was a prospect of the stoppage of the road, and 
bankruptey, to the ruin of mill owners, merchants and others. So 
the Couneil was almost persuaded to take compassion on the almost 
bankrupt concern. On fuller consideration, however, they appointed 
4 provisional committee which brought in a report at the October 
session, (1857). When October arrived, under the circumstances, the 
Warden was authorized by By-law No, 76 to dispose of the County's 
stock. For the year ending July 1, 1857, the railway company's 











Receipts were 
Expenditures 





Balance 


This b 
About the time of the October session just mentioned, a notice dated 
at Orangeville appeared in the Barvie Herald, and it unsteang the 
councillors’ nerves not a litle, This was for nothing: short of die 





ince would pay only a fifth part of the interest on the debts. 





memberment of 1,400 acres of the western part of Mono from the 





County, anid included incorporation of Orangeville, with the removal 





‘of the place to form part of an adjoining county. The move doubt 

less arose from the prospective granting of more aid to the indigent 

railway, s0 the Simene Council petitioned the government against 
While these events were taking place, the Orillia Township Coun- 

cil, in June, 18; 

new project called the Eastern Railroad, but their weighty obliga 





petitioned the County Council to take stock in a 





tions under the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Union Railroad. stock, 


which was not paying any dividends, prevented the council from tak 





ig Under By-law No, 76, the Warden did sell or give away the rail- 
way sock whe toenaipe and viagen tthe soanty, nd he Come 
til pasced By-law No. 8 to explain the former By-law No. 76. Ta 
January, 18:8, the County Treasurer was authorized to go to Toronto 
tnd restr the transfers ofthe sock, which the Warden had mae 
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A new dlificulty now arose, as the eallway company would not register 
the transfer or sale. At the October session, 1858, committee of 
five was appointed to examine the title under which the townships 
held the stock. An application was made to the Court of Common 
Pleas to compel the railway to register the transfers of stock to the 
township corporations in the county, and at the June session, a letter 
from the solicitor, H. B. Hopkins, stated that the Court of Common 
Pleas had granted a mandamus compelling the railway company to 
register the stock transfer. At a later time, the County Treasurer 
requested instructions for Mr. Hopkins to commence proceedings in 
the Court of Chancery on this account; yet, notwithstanding all 
fuss in the law courts, to get rid of the stock, the “white ele 











remained on the county's hands. 


In the meantime, the affairs of the railw 





wy had been talking 
another turn, In June, 1858, the Legislature had before them “An 
Act to amend the Acts relating to the O. S. & H, U. R. Co,,” the 
object of which was to postpone the Government lien on 





the railway: 
If the Government had stepped ia and demanded satisfaction for its 
Tien on the line, there would have been a collapse. But the postpone- 
ment of the Government lien enabled the company to borrow sufi- 
cient funds to place the road in a thorough and efficient state of repair 

By the following January, (1856), the continuance of the railway 
as a working road was extremely uncertain, so the Council appointed 





1 committee of five to go to Toronto to aid in affording speedy reli 
‘The railway at this time was negotiating with the Government 10 


mature some plan to be laid before Parliament at its next session. ‘The 





Indebtedness of the road became so great that there were writs in the 
Sherif’s hands (by June, 1859), to seize and sell everything belonging 
to it, The road itself was so rickety and out of repair that life and 
property were greatly endangered by using it. The arrangement was 
that £250,000 (sterling) should be advanced by bondholders, their 
new bonds to be a frst ien on the road. The large sums of money 
subscribed by the County and others were thus irrecoverably gone, of 
relegated to a secondary place in comparison with the preferred bonds 
‘The Government introduced and passed an Act, taking the road into 
lis own hands, and everything relating to its management was regul- 
ated by order of the Government, henceforth. It was during the 
period of these troubles that the name of the institution became the 
Northern Railway Company. And it was at this same period that 
Frederick W. Cumberland hecame the General Manager 
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By the Act and Ordersin-Council of 1859, the road was assumed 
oF sequestrated by the Government, but was afterward revested ia 
the company on certain conditions as to raising new capital, which 
were complied with, and the company reorganized. The Warden, 
T. D. MeConkey, stated to the Council, June, 1860, that the most 
igid economy was now practised by the Roard and by the Superia- 
tendent, J. L, Grant 





‘The railway company now decided upon spending £170,000 (sterl- 
jing) in works on the line before November 1, 1861. The contractors 
were the firm of Peto, Brassey & Betts, railway contractors, of whom 
the central figure was Thomas Brassey, of London, England, so well 
known then in connection with the construction of the Grand Trunk 
and of the Victoria Bridge at Montreal. The contractors were to 
‘maintain the road while the contract continued, and the Tine would be 
fenced throughout. By June, 1860, under the new auspices, the 
receipts of the road had increased. A reduction of the freight tariff 
took place, and three cents a mile was now charged for passenger 
fare. The Warden, on this occasion, spoke of the £50,000 stock as 
stil belonging to the county. The question of ownership of the stock 
was in “Chancery” and undecided when the Government sequestered 
the Tine, so it remained in the Count 








s hands, 





Contracts for the restoration and maintenance of the road went 
into effect, October 1, 1860. At the d: 
this month, the new iron had be 


te of 





1e Council's session in 
delivered and operations com: 
rmenced. ‘There were no steel rails then, nothing but iron, Bessemer 


steel rails having come into use on Canadian railways about the year 
65 oF Tater 








Up to this time, ministers of the gospel, or 





yymen, at the 
beginning of the railway, were allowed to travel over the road at the 
rate of half fare. ‘The object had heen to afford the more remote parts 
fof the county the privilege of hearing: the gospel, where they were 
not able to maintain a clergyman, but the privilege had been abused 
‘The new Board and management of the railway withheld this privilege, 

Dating the period of the restoration of the road, the long bridge 
‘ear Tollendal, or trestlework, was converted from wood to iron, ‘This 
trestlework was removed and the space filed with earth, except across 
the stream. The engraving is from a photograph shown at the His. 









































180 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


torical Exhibition in Toronto, 1899. The bridge on the left, built 
from the model of Wan. Armstrong, is in course of removaly 1863. 

The financial dificulties through which the Northern Railway had 
heen passing all this time, kept a troublesome question silent, but on 
the restoration of the road, this sprang into life again. This was the 
building of the branch (1 mile ia length) across the head of Kempen- 
feldt Bay from Allandale to Barrie, Before June, 1855, arrangements 
for the construction of this branch had been entered into. Barrie had 
raised £3,000 to purchase the right of way for it. And although a 
few prominent men were opposed to it, including T. R. Ferguson, it 
would probably have been built at this time but for the financial 
troubles upon which the railway company now entered 

In 1857, the Barrie Council petitioned the Government for the 
extension of the boundaries of the town so as to embrace the station 
frrounds at Allandale in Innisfil, together with some 4oo acres adjol 
ing the lake shore, The County Council, at its October session in 




















that year, condemned the move and petitioned the 
ne up again in Jan- 





ik. The proposal to annex Allandale to Barrie, 
tary, 1899, with the same result as before. So the branch’ine slum= 
ered for about three years longer, during the period while the rail~ 
‘way was under a financial cloud. 

In the early pact of 1862 the question was revived. Tt had been 
the original intention of the promotors to bring’ the line into Barrie 
fand with this understanding the town was to purchase the right of 
way across the head of the bay. As the company failed to bring the 
Toad 10 the town, it claimed damages against them, and Angus Mor- 
son, M.P., for North Simcoe, brought a Bill into the House “to 
‘compel the company either to refund the amount paid by the town or 
Duild a switeh into Barrie."” Mr, Morrison withdrew the Bil, on the 
representations of Mr. Cumberland, and submitted the matter to 

1» award of £5,000 oF $20,000 











arbitration, the result of which was a 
in favour of the town, Tt appears that when this matter came before 
the Board of railway directors, Mr. T, R, Ferguson, who as Warden 
was a member of the Board, voted against the award being paid to 
the town, which caused a sensation at the time. 

“The commercial and business men of the town each time they 
went to the raitway depot (Allandale) with or for freight, had to travel 
three miles. The railway directors (October, 1852) entered into an 
greement with the town to make the switch and the town purchased 
ft portion, at least, of the right of way? oF purchased the whole, and 
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paid only part of the purchase, but gave bonds under seal to make the 
titles perfect as soon as valued and paid for. ‘The County Council this 
session (October, 1852) concluded the railway should have made the 


switeh, and it dicected the Warden to bring the matter before the 






directors to make it rather than grant the sum of money under the 
award, 


Farther delay occur 





ing, the Town of Burrie instituted legal pro 
ceedings in the Court of Chancery against the railway directors on 
account of their neglect and refusal to build the branch into the town, 
So the County Council (January, 1863), stepped into the breach and 


petitioned the Legislative Assembly to compel the Company to build 








the branch so that all litigation might cease. At the November ses- 
sion, 1863, the County Council loaned $4,000 to Rarrie to complete 
the purchase of the right of way for the branch Tine, and ducing the 
next season the work was constructed. The formal opening of the 
branch to Barrie for traffic was celebrated on June 21, 1865, and ths 
was brought to a close a lasting source of unpleasant agitation. To 
the review and railway celebration on that date, the County Council 
granted $200, more especially to aid in entertaining the volunteers of 
this and the adjoining military districts brought together on the occa 
sion. There was a large inflax of visitors, and an exciting time, with 
the usual mutual laudation after the Taw had heen invoked and had 
interfered to bring about compliance with an obligation incurred twelve 
years before 











Some financial diffculty arose in the early sixties over the rail. 
way stock, and the method of providing for the payment of it. ‘The 
debt incurred in December, 1850, ta provide §: 





200,000 of railroad 
stock, when first contracted, was to be paid off in twenty years, ie. 
by 1870. The By-law (No. 10) so provided, although the debentures 
were afterward actually issued on January 1st, 1852, and made pay- 
able on January 1, 182. In June, 1861, Mr. Boys, the County 
Treasurer, sent a report to the Council showing the amounts actually 
raised by the county for railroad purposes from 1845 t0 1860, viz., an 
aggeegate of $138,758. This 

Treasurer's hands was a souree from which money, on different ooca- 








road Sinking Fund in the County 





sions, was temporarily borrowed to pay other debts. This way of 





financing went on until it resulted in no Sinking Fund, as one might 
expect, and has often occurred in other 

way. “The outcome was that the County Council, ia Janvary, 1867, 
passed a By-law to consolidate the deht of the County, and extend it 





palities ina similar 
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cover a period of » 
$141,000, 


years by the issue of a new series of debentures for 
{which $63,000 was for railroad debt. Before the time 





was up for paying the railroad stock, the county had resorted to the 
expedient of "consolidation" by Act of Parliament 
Soon after the payment of the debentures for the 
stock, it transpired (June, 1873) with regard to the financial 
is of the Northern Railway’ that the road was at this time fully 








able to pay 5 per cent. upon all its stock. As this would give the 
County $10,000 annually, the Council advised that steps should be 
taken to protect the County’s interests. Popular indignation at not 
receiving any dividend on the railway stock again came up to be 
ventilated the next year, (June, 1874). The Warden and a deputa. 
tion of four reeves had gone to Ottawa in Apel, 1874, to urge that 
the County’s interests should be protected, and they had an ausience 
from the Premier, the Hon, Alex. Mackenzie. He asked them ‘‘what 





they considered their interests worth, and stated that whatever 


claims" they may have had from the £50,000 stock, he considered 





they were fully and amply repaid in the running of the road and the 
benefits conferred thereby. However, the Premier promised that, in 
the measure for the relief of the road which it was the intention of 
the Government to introduce, he would not do anything to injure the 
stock of the county or others, oF place it in a worse position than 





then occupied. 

‘While the County legislators wished to guard the interests of the 
people in this matter, they were alert to the other side of the ques- 
tion. The railway rolling stock bad heen notoriously inadequate 10 





the wants of the district, and most of the people knew it. The con- 





struction of the Hamilton & Northwestera line at this time also stimul= 
fed the Northern Railway Company to move themselves and provide 
better accommodation for the public, Accordingly, in view of the 
Approaching N. R. R. Relief Bill, the County Council, in January, 





1873, memorialized the Governor-General to grant legislative relief 
that the railway could borrow money, restock the road and improve 
the roadway. 

[A new source of alarm, perhaps groundless, soon made its appear= 
ance. ‘The Council, o some prominent member of it, hid learned 
that it was the intention of the Government, or some Member of 

in the rail 
way to the extent of the $200,000, and so the County Council was 





Parliament, to introduce a Bill to deprive stockhold 


called together for a special session, March 18:20, 1875, to consider 
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the Rill before the House of Commons relating to the Northern Rail 
way, which was named the Northern Railway Relief Bill and Con. 
soldation Bill, At this special 

to the Governor-General protesting against any in 


ession the Couneil sent memorial 
with the 








standing of their stock, which they would not relinquish unless by way 
fof bonus to the North Simcoe Railway Company. In due course of 
Northern Railway Act of 1875 became law as 38 Viet, 








chapter 65 
The 
called especially early to consider railway 2 





itumn session (September, 1875) of the County 
ers. A special com: 











mittee on the disposal of the stock held by the county reported in 
favour of assisting such a re-arrangement of the railway's capital 
account as would enable the company to raise the necessary funds 
for the purposes i had in view. They recommended 2 commutation 
fof the $200,000 stock into new ordinary stock at 25 per cent, of its 





value, conditionally upon Toronto commuting also, and there wen 
‘other conditions added. None of the conditions were satisfied, so the 

proposition fell through. 
Again, in January, 1876, a Bill was to be introduced at the 
provide for alter- 








approaching session of the Dominion Parliament 
ations in the management and proprietory interest of the Northern 
Railway, and the Council were busy watching it, lest something detsi= 
mental to the stock should be incorporated in the measure, The 
County Treasurer reported to the Council, in January, 1878, that the 
county's stock in the Norther Railway had been, by Act of Parliae 
ment, converted into sterling, and the new stock for £40,000 (ster!- 
ing) had been handed over to him. 

In October, 1878, a special committee of the Counc, appointed 





to confer in regard to the stack held by the county, reported that 





ft would be to the interest of the county, ete., that the stock be 
surrendered to the Railway Company,” so that it could proceed with 
the improvements it had in view. ‘This report raised a storm of dis- 
sent, and was left over until the January session, fe., given a 3 
months" hoist 

In the Warden’s address, January, 1879, he mentioned that 





Northern Railway Company (the North Simcoe Branch being now 
complete) had at the time 150 miles of railway exclusively in this 
county, with station houses, freight buildings, ete., all paying taxes 
fnnually. For some years the railway company had desired to change 
the gauge of the line from the broad gauge to the general standard 
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gauge of Canadian and American Railway systems, and thus open the 
traffie of the line to the 1 
transshipment of goods. The cost of making this change on the lines 





‘kets of the continent generally, without 





of the Northern Railway was estimated at $300,000, and the Couneil- 
lors were now approached with a proposal to aid in this undertaking, 
F. W. Cumberland, the Managing-Director of the Northern Railway, 
had twice addressed the County Council dusinge the prec 

(2878, in June and again in October) on matters relative to the rail- 





1s year 





way, and had advocated its interests, He had even proposed that the 





.00,000) should be written off, to 





County's stacle in the railway ( 
enable the company to carry out the improvement. But there fol 
two railways, and 





Towed, a few weeks later, the amalgamation of 
this event, which is deserihed more fully in the next chapter, deferred 


the question of changing the gauge for at least two more years. 





Chapter XV. 


THE H, &N, W. R, R., AND THE AMALGAMATED NORTHERN 
AND NORTH-WESTERN SYSTEM, 


THe Hasitroy axo NowrueWesters Ranwaiy 


When the project of building a railway from Hamilton to Simcoe 





County, first came before the public, the County Council petitioned 
he Ontario Legislature for a charter for the new fine, which was 10 
run from Hamilton to Hogg, Mundy, Sturgeon or Matchedash Bays 
(January, 1872). The same year the Act was passed in due course 4% 





Viet, Chapter 55, (Ontario), 
x North-Western Railway. 





chartering the new line as the Ham- 
into 





At the January session, 1873, the County Council introduced 





by-law and gave it swo readings, preparatory to advertising it snd 
submitting it to the satepayers in the several townships concerned in 
passing it. Under this by-law, the railway company had to construct 
and complete the road 





hin four years from the final passage of the 
bylaw, and they were to receive a bonus of $300,000, the debentures 
for which were issued for twenty years (fe, extending to 1893). The 





wanicipalities undertaking to grant this bonus to assist the new rail 








way were the townships of West Gwillimbury, Tectmseth, Adj 
Mulmur, Tosorontio, Essa, Vespra, Sunnidale, Nottawasaga, and the 
towns of Batrie and Collingwood. The Township of Innisfil also 
{granted a bonus of $20,000 on its own account to the railway, but did 
‘ot belong to the group. 

After the session of the Council, a regular campaign commenced 
for the passage of the by-law in the municipalities just named, One 





of the most energetic advocates of the railroad bonus was Lieut-Col 
RT. Band 


, the County Clerk, who assisted Messrs. Young and 





others to "stump the townships in behalf of the measure, In due 
course of time it was passed by the people, and at the June session, 
1873 the Couneil gave it the third reading and finally adopted it. ‘The 
Aebentures for $300,000 realized $357,700, oF $57,700 more than the 


face value of the dehentures, which was derived from premiums, inter- 





cst from the banks, eto. The debentures commanded a pre 
cever offered for sale 
ry csr} 
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At the same session, (June, 1873), the Council appointed the 
warden as director from this county on the Hamilton and North 
Western Railway Board, and William Boys, 





s4., of Barve, (after 
ward Judge Boys), as the trustee on behalf of the county, the deben 
tures for the $300,000 being deposited with him for safe-keeping. 
For this year (1873) and the next four years the warden of the time 
represented the county on the H. & N.-W, R. R. board, But as he 
had also to a 





tend the board meetings of the Northern Railway, it was 
deemed advisable that a different director should be appointed for the 





H. & NeW. RR. Accordingly in January, 1878 the Councit 
appointed by bylaw a director for the H, & N.-W. R.R., and for a 
number of years afterward, appointed a new director at eaeh January 
session for the ensuing year. The following list will show the dire 


tors for the successive. years 


1878, Wan, McDermott, Tecumseth 
1870, Wim, Switeer, Sunnidale 

s8to, John Stewart, Alliston 

881, David Duna, Essa 

1882, Dr. A, S. Kirkland, Nottawasaga. 
1883, John Kelly, Adjala 

188}, Geo. Moberly, Collingwood. 
1885, Christopher Cooke, Tecumseth, 
1886, Jas, Hamilton, Nottawasaya, 
1887, Jonathan Sissons, Vespra 

1888, John Gallagher 
1889, Robert O'Bre 


, Tosorontio 





, Collingwood, 


On the absorption ofthe & N.-W. R. R. hy the Grand Trunk 
in 1888, the latter ignored the County’ right t0 be represented by @ 


Although the Council desired to assist the undertaking, there was, 
however, a re-action a5 a result of the late election to pass the by-law 
From the experience gained in the recent proceedings, the County 


Council complained to the Legislative Assembly of the Act which 
grouped muncipalties for bonuses. Tt forced bonuses from muni- 
CGpalities uninterested in the railways, ia an arbitrary way, and s0 
the Council asked the Legislature to repeal or amend the Act. 


For the year 1874, the townships and towns in the Hamilton Rail 
way group, named above, paid a levy of three and one-third mills in 
"ae 








List. Cal, RT, Banting, County Cen, 18001902, 
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the dollar in addition to the usual levy for other matters, This burden 
bore heavily on some portions of the territory involved in making. the 
payments 


aM 


great importance to the company. The company's agreement having 


the January session, 1875, the Council passed a resolution of 





heen to the effect that they would let the contract for a line from 
Hamilton to Collingwood and Barrie, and the work of construction 
proceeded with not later than March 14, 1875, and the time for com 
mencing it having almost expired without a prospect of the realiza- 
{Son of the work, the Council resolved that the directors he requested 





hareholders and resign their trust to others 
with more energy and determination. At the same session (January, 
1875.) a special committee of the Council sent a telegram to John 
Stewart, President of the H, & N.-W. R. R. 

the prospects. and pos 


) asking b 








ion of the road. He wrote a letter explaining 
the unexpected delay in beginning the construction of the line. Since 
they had asked aid from the county, « great change had taken place 


fa the “railway world of Canada.” After the panic in the United 





States, railway earnings had fallen off, railway securities were dis- 
edited, and the stock for the railway had not been subscribed. There 
had alsa been delay in getting aid from Halton County. In the mean 
time they had advertised for tenders for the various works, Notwith 
anding these assurances the Simcoe Council had little confidence in 





the arrangements 
The special committee appointed to obtain the opinion of R.A. 
Harrison, Esqe, and the county solicitor, ia regard to the H. & N.-W 


R. R. Company, recommended (September, 187s,) that the County 





Treasueer pay over to the railway trustees no more money. The Town 


ship of West Gwillimbury fed a Bill of Complaint 





have the deben- 
tures issued by the county to the railway returned to the county. The 
County Counc 





| howerer, refused to be a party plaintif in this sult 
(amuary, 1876). For the year 1875, it required a special rate of three 
and two" 





ed mills in the dollar from the municipalities in the Hamil 
ton Railway group to meet the interest and principal of debentures. 





At the June session, 1876, John Stewart, President of the railway. 
with Philo Dayfoot, a director, addressed the County Council on 
the diffeulties and prospects of the construction of the railway. The 
county's relations with the H, & N.aW. R. R, Company being any 
thing but satisfactory, the warden was instructed at this session to 
Confer with the county solicitor as to issuing and serving a mandamus 
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fn the trustees of the railway restricting them from negotiating, touch- 
ing or dealing with the debentures given by the group and by 
Innis 

The railway company being unable to complete their tine within 
the time contemplated by their charter, they obtained an extension 
of the time for that purpose by an Act of the Legislature in 1876, 39 
Viet, Chapter 72, 1875-6, Statutes of Ontario, (“An Act to farther 
amend the Act relating to the Hamilton and North-Western Railway.” 
The company next agreed with municipalities interested to get an 


advance of $170,000 to enable them to build the portion of theie fine 





between Palgrave and Barrie as the main line, and defer the Beeton 
and Collingwood branch. The County Council in January, 1877, 
‘memorialized the Legislature to have the company complete both fines 

her. The last named measure or agreement, which came before 
ature in the early months of 187 






2 ‘was embodied in a lengthy 
Act, which was passed as go Vict., Chapter 76, and it divided the 
'$300,000 bonus into two parts, viz., $170,000 for the main line to 





Barrie, and $130,000 for the Collingwood branch from Beeton. The 
Act also brought about a readjustment of the burden among the mun. 
cipalities of the group, in accordance with which the County Councit 
passed a new by-law in June, 1877, levying a rate on the main line 
section, and another rate on the Collingwood branch. By a. report 
adopted at the same session, the Council authorized the trustees to 
Pay over to the H. & N.-W. R. R, Company the unexpended portion 
Of the bonus applicable to 

the $170,000), on the security of the ra 





1e construction of the main line (ies of 





and fastenings on their 





rival at Montreal. It appears fhe times for the construction of the 
Hines were fixed as follows: ‘The main line during 1877, and the 
Dranch during 1878. ‘The first passenger train was run from Clarks- 


ville (Reeton) to Hamilton on Wednesday, October 3, 1877 
In January, 1878, just after the main fine had been 





ompleted and 
10 Rarrie (it had been opened on December 31, 1877), 
the branch as far as Gleneairn, the C 








anty Council sent a deputae 
tion to the Legislature at Toronto to prevent the contemplated further 
‘exteasion of time for the completion of the branch line to Collingwood, 
At the same session, the Council also sent memorial to the Lieut 
Governor-in-Council to aid the H. & N.-W. R. R. Company in extend: 
ing their line through the northern townships of the county. to the 
Severn River, the intention of which was to connect ultimately: with 
the proposed Canada Pacific Railway. s well as sending the deputa 
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tion, the council also sent a memorial to the Legislative Assembly, 
protesting against extending the time for completion of the branch 
Tine. The railway company applied for an extension of three years 
for the completion of the branch, but were refused ; and owing 
these delays in the consteuetion of all parts of the line, the levy for 
1876 on account of the H. & N.-W. R. R. appears in the books of 

1 treasurer as cancelled for that year 

Wm. Boys, 
county, October 22, 1873, and on the cooclusion of his work, January 








sq., had been appointed trustee on behalf of the 
1879, the council voted him a grant of $300. 


rue Awatoxwaren Nowrnens & Nowri-Wasreny Raniavays, 


The first “official” divulgence of the proposed amalgamation of 
the two railways of the county came hefore the County Council at its 
June session, 1879, The Warden, (Chas. Cameron, of Collingwood) 
in his opening adress, drew the councils attention to an agreemem 
betwen the Northern Railway and the Hamilton & North-Western 
Railway which would come into effect on July 1st. On the Board of 
irectors of the Northern Railway, of which be was a member in his 





‘apacity of warden of the county, he had opposed the agreement, but 
it had been made between the two railway companies, notwithstand- 
ing his opposition to i. 

At an early stage of this session, the council appointed a special 
lommittee to confer with the county solicitor as to what steps it 
would be advisable to take in view of the approaching combination of 
the two companies, ‘The special committee, in their report, expressed 
their belief that the “pooling arrangement" about to be entered upon 
"was owing to financial embarrassments, more especially on the part of 
the H. & NW, R. R. Company, which had led them to make the 





tion, On the part of that railway it was 
Xf the promises and pledges publicly given to secure the bonuses in 
‘id of theit road,” This “pooling arrangement" had been entered 
into by the H. & N.-W. R. R. without acquainting the council, or its 


representative with its provisions. The committee looked on this as 








je amount of aid it 





had received from them, and the leniency that had been extended to 
it Under the circumstances, they would not advise that any action 
should be taken. This decision was reached after they had submitted 
to their solicitor, D'Alton McCarthy, a series of five questions as to 
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the agreement, His answers to these questions were printed in th 
minutes for that session, (June, #879), and they show a firm grasp of 
the broad questions at issue 

With a vie 


F. W. Cumberland, the sailway manager, addressed the council at 
this session 





to smoothing: the ruffled feelings of the councillors, 





the nature of the agreement of union hetween the two 
companies. He set forth the advantages the agreement would have 
in the effective working of both railroads, and the “happy and bene 
He promised 
that if the tariff would not be reduced, it would not he inereased 


ficial results the county would experience by the union,” 





The fair promises just mentioned pacified the indignant councillor 
for a brief time, but by the November session (1879) they were 





an ever, and the council now forwarded memorial 
to the Provincial Secretary asl 








ing him to take action to compel th 
H, & N.-W. RR, Company to fulfil the conditions upon which 
overnmental and municipal aid was granted to it. Aa increase of 
the tariff, notwithstanding the fair promises, bad given so much dis: 
satisfaction t0 a large portion of the county, that public indignation 
found vent at this session in more than one strong resolution. The 
committee on railways expressed their beliel that the rates of 1 





Northern Railway Ind not been increased since the amalgamation, 
but they regretted that the rates of the H. & N.-W. R. R. had been 
largely increased. They held several consultations with Mr. Cumber- 
Tad, who mentioned that the rates were not higher than those of 
other railway companies. 


At this session the council sent a memorial 16 the Governor- 
General of Canada complaining of the amalgamation and the result= 
ing higher rates. They asked the Government in this memorial to 
take steps to compel the H. & N.-W, R. R. Company to full their 
original agreements, and also that the Railway Act of 1868 be in 
future enforced and made more stringent. Out of the council's indig~ 
nation and public disappointment over the ams 

bill f 





Igamation grew the 
a railway commission which was so strongly advocated by 





D*Alton McCarthy at several sessions of the Dominion Parliament and 
did not become faw in the shape he advoeated until five years after his 
death. This subject, in consequence, is so important, containing as it 
does the germ of a measute of x0 much moment to the whole Dominion 
of Canada, that it deserves rather more than a passing notice in our 


sketch of this question 
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In the printed Minutes for this same session (November, 1870) 
which largely took the form of an indignation meeting, there appeared 
the legal opinions of James MacLennan, Q.C., and of D'Alton 
MeCarthy, Q.C., on the amalgamation of the two railways. They 
both disagreed with the judgment of Vice-Chancellor Blake dismissing 
the actiog, in Campbell vs, The Northern Railway Company, and both 
denied any special powers the companies had to amalgamate. 

Tn one way and another, the peaple of the county had contributed 
to the coustruction of the H. & N.-W. RR, the handsome amo 
of $435,000 by way of bonus, largely through a desire to get » rail= 





9 with the old Northern line and 





way that would be in compe 
would he a safeguard against its exactions. Hence it was no wonder 
there was widespread indignation over the formation of the Railway 
trust. A dep 
Governments on the am 





tion appointed to wait on the Dominion and Ontario 
amation reported, in June, 1880, that the: 
learned neither of the Parliaments (Ottawa or Toronto) can or wi 





give the relief required by the oppressed ratepayers, So in one sense, 





the plans to overcome the trust fzaled out 
The amalgamated railways found it convenient to do as they 
pleased in more ways than by raising the rates. In June, 1883, we 
ind there was only one train each day running te Collingwood, (and 


that on freight time) along the beanch railway from Becton, The 





committee of the County Council charged to Took into this matter 
ould find no authority in the agreements to compel the company 
‘continue the pastenger and freight trains. However, it was resolved 





that George M. Evans, (the warde 





Joha Kelly, (the county's diree 
tor), and Dr. Kirkland should make a deputation to wait on the 


managing director to give the usual train accommodation on the 
Collingwood branch, 

In January, 1887, we also find that the H. & N.«W. R.R, cease 
stopping their passenger trains at Vi 





toria station (Vine), t0 the incon 
venience of the public. The county's director was instructed to bring 
the matter before the railway board at the Brst mecting he should 
attend 


Ciaxor oF Gaver 


When the furore arising from the amalgamation began to sub: 
side, the railway company sent petition (November, 1880) asking 
the county to surrender their stock to enable the eallway company to 

sland addressed the County 





hange the gauge, and F. W, Cum 
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Council on the subject. While the council deplored the necessity for 
break of gauge and the existing barrier to commerce until the improve- 





ment should be made, and saw that a change of gauge would develop 





the county's reso take no action on this occasion 


without getting further informat 





ces, they wo 





Again in January, 1881, Col, Cumberland addressed the council 


in relation to the Railway Bill betore the Dominion Parliament for 





powers 0 raise new capital to change the gauge and add equipment 
The Hamilton Railway had heen constructed with the standard gauge, 
and the new Ontario & Pacific Junction Railway under construction 
had it, so the old Northern had to fall into line, The council's com 
mittee on Railways reported on this petition that it was in the interest 
fof this county that the Bills should become 








they prepared 
petition to be forwarded to the House of Commons on this subject. 
‘Yet the unpopularity of the railway with the council nearly resulted 
in the defeat of the committee's report, as it passed by only 27 to 20 
The Bill passed the Dominion Parliament, and the gauge wa 
in 188, 

On the death of Lieut-Col. F. W, Cumberland in 188t, the 





changed 


council expressed its regret in a resolution, referring to him as a 
gentleman whose labours had raised the Northern Railway from a 
mere wreck to be one of the best and most productive railways on 
the continent, and which had added much to the development and 





prosperity of this county. Walter Townsend succeet 
manager of the Northern & North-Western Railway System for a 








short period, and afterward Mr, Bi 





ker succeeded Mr. Townsend, 


Fesios wir tHe GaaNp Tres. 


An amalgamation or fusion of the N. & NW. RL R. and the 
Grand Trunk Railway being in contemplation as early as November, 
1882, the County Council, smarting from the late fusion of the two 


local tines, expressed the opinion that it would be detrimental to the 











‘commercial and Farming interests of the county, and sent “memorials 
to the Dominion and Provincial Parlaee 





s to prevent if possible the 
fusion of the railways. There was no further attempt at that time to 





bring about the amalgam 


In January, 1887, the Northern, and Hamilton and North-Western 





Railway, the North Simcoe Railway, and the Pacific Junction RR 
Companies gave notice of their intention to apply to the Dominion 
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Pavliament for an Act to consolidate the companies. Oa this occasion 
the council's committee on railways were advised to guard the inter= 
fests of the county, and they in turn instructed Mr. McCarthy, the 
county's solicitor, to watch proceedings in the House. 
The next step was taken in January, 1888, when Mr, Barker, the 
Managing Director of the N, & N.-W. R, R. addressed the council on 
imation scheme of the N. & NW. R. R, with the Grand 
Trunk. The council thereupon empowered Wm, Ford, of England, 
or Win. Lethbridge to act as proxy and to concur in behalf of the 





the amalg: 


‘council in the transfer or amalgamation of the railways. The council 
also instructed their director to concur in the transfer of the railway 
to the Grand Trunk Company, when it should come before the 
Northern Railway Board on January 26, The Grand Trunk thus 
assumed the N, & NW. R. R, system in January, 1888 


Ma, MeCanruv’s Ratuway Conmssios Brus 


As lange bonus assistance had been given hy the different munic 





palities in Canada toward building railways, and as uniform rates fixed 
to suit different localities were of the greatest importance, the County 


Council, in November, 1882, memorialized the Dominion Govern- 





‘ment to pass the Act introduced by D'Alton McCarthy at the previous 

ament. As already stated, Mr, McCarthy's Bill had 
its origin in the woeful experience of Simcoe County with railways, 
the experience which has just been sketched in this chapter. The 





session of Par 





object of the Bill as at frst introduced was to provide a means 
whereby the rates and freight charges made by the different railroads 
jn the Dominion could be assimilated, and exorbitant rates regulated 
Me, McCarthy urged this messure with all his power, but i did not 
pass immediatly 

As a result of his efforts, however, at the next session of Parlia 
ent there was passed an important measure entitled "An Act further 
to amend The Consolidated Railway Act, 1879, and to declare cer 





nin lines of railway to be works for the general advantage of 


Canada.” This Act was an important step in the regulation of 





Canadian railways, and was assented to May, 1883, as 46 Viet 
Chapter 





The important feature of this Act was the declaration that raile 
ways were works for the general advantage of Canada, because in a 
sense it was an assumption of Canadian railways for the general 
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good. Aid had been granted by this county, and the various minor 
municipalities within it, to the extent of about $800,000, ia bonuses, 





hot to speak of the stock taken for the frst railway built. By means 
Of this $800,000, the construction of the following railways had been 
secured 


Hamilton and North-Westera Railway. 
Northern Railway trom Barrie to Gi 
Midland Ra 


North Simcoe Railway from Colwell to Penetanguishene 





wenhurst 





Iway from Orillia to Midland, 





This aid had been granted on the wnderstanding that the railways 
would continue as independent Fines. Following the passage of this 
Railway Act of 1883, the County Council passed a resolution in June, 
1884, to the effect that the assumption of the railways by the Federal 
Pe 


have the money refunded by the Dominion Government. Whether 





arllament gives this county and minor municipalities a just claim to 


the Railway Act would warrant the sweeping interpretation here 
made, is perhaps open to question. But the fact remains that this 
was the view adopted by the council, and at a subsequent session 
anuary, 188) the warden of the year (Robert Paton, of Sunnidale,) 
was instructed to represent this county at Ottawa, to co-operate with 





delegates from other counties 0 urge the claims of municipalities 
whi 





had granted bonuses, for a recoupment of the monies. 


TThe proposal to regulate the rates on railways did not end with 
the Act of 1883, at least so far as Mr. MeCarthy was concerned, and 
the County Council gave him some support fom time to time along 
the lines which he was following. They deemed the monopoly which 
the great railways have of the carrying trade of the country to be 
etrimental to the agricultural interests, and in January, 1885, sent 
‘4 memorial to the House of Commons asking it to pass an Act to 
fssimilate the freight and passenger cates of the different railways. 
Again, in November, 1885, the council sent another memorial to the 
House of Commons to pass some measure to equalize the rates of the 
different railways 





The Dominion Government in 1886 yielded to the agitation far 
enough to appoint a Royal Commission to enquire into and report on 
the advisability of appointing a permanent Railway Commission to 
regulate rallway matters. Thereupon, the County Council in Novem 


her, 1886, passed a resolution to voice their opinion that it is very 
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desirable and in the public interest that « permanent Railway. Com: 
‘mission should be established by the Government. 

Again, in January, 1887, the council invited the Commissioners 
who were making the investigation to extend their enquiries to points 
on the Northern & North-Western Railway: System, and to hold 





gs at prominent places on the system to get testimony. On 
considering the best means of procuring evidence and bringing it 
before the Railway Commissioners, the council at ite next session 
recommended that the reeves of the various municipalities furnish 





the warden with the names of one or more persons who can give 
valuable evidence, before June 25, 1887. This course was pursued, 
and much evidence obtained by the Commissioners. 

‘The Railway Act of 1888 was the outcome of the Commissioners? 
report, but the Act did not satisfy the advocates of a permanent Com 
mission, and another memorial was sent by the County Council to the 


House of Commons in June, 1889, It pointed out that the same 





objections and difficulties still’ existed which existed before the Raile 
way Act of 1888 was passed, The work of the Commissioners had 





fot resulted in forming a permanent, independent tribunal, but th 
Privy Council Committee stil continued to deal with railway cor 
plaints, and this petition asked for the appointment of a commission 


independent of the Privy Council Committee 





Various other efforts at re-opening the question were made from 
time to time, but without success. It was not until 1903, (five years 
after Mr. McCarthy's death), that the Railway Commission was 
appointed along the lines he had been advocating, and which had 
their origin in his experience of the ups and downs of railway 


A Sreciat Arremr ro Coxreot, Ratwavs 


Ie was not | 





ng after the public indignation over the railway 
smalgamation had subsided, and the fervent resolve had been mad 
il an 


‘opportunity arose of testing the new doctrine. Yet it shows how 


by many persons to make railways generally “come to tim 





helpless the public were in those days in any contest with the railways, 
When itis recalled that it was not until 3 





cr eight years of agitation 
that success was achieved in the particular case referred to. The 
matter arose in the following way 





Early in the year 1882, the subject of dangerous crossings 
received some attent the County Council. The railway track 


























202 4 INISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


at a level crossing in Allandale was used as a shunting yard by the 
railroad company and the crossing was coasidered to be unsafe to 
the travelling. public. Persons had been killed there, and it came to 
be looked upon as a particularly dangerous crossing. By November, 
1882, it is reported, as a result of some correspondence on the sub- 
ject, that at this time the Northern Railway were considering the 
fquestion of placing a man at the dangerous Allandale crossing with a 
fag to flag the trains and warn travellers of their approach. On 


instructions from the council, the clerk again, (ja November), 





requested the railway company to place the crossing ia a safer con 

dition. Nothing came of the request, and two years later, (November, 

1883), the N, & N.nW. R. R. was again requested to place some pro- 
the public 

‘One of the moving spirits in this agitation for so 








this time was C. H. Ross, who was reeve of Barrie while these 
efforts at securing protection were made. Nothing having come of 
the last request, a special committee of the County Council was named 
in November, 1885, t0 interview the manager, Mr. Barker, and 
racertain ifthe railway company intended to give proper protection to 
the travelling public at the crossing. When the deputation waited 
ipon the railway company’, it refused to give the public the protection 
necessary. The only remedy now left was to lay the grievance belore 
the railway committee at Ottawa, But before doing so the chairman 





ff the council’s railway committee was authorized, as a last resort, 





to lay the matter before the railway manager again, but the company 





‘again declined to place a man with fags at the dangerous crossing 
te prevent accidents. On reporting their attitude to the couneil in 
June following, the chairman was instructed to urge upon the company 
the need of making provision for the safety of the public at the place, 
land in the event of a refusal a deputation was appointed to place the 

ntter before the Railway Committee of the Privy Council. Tt daes 





‘hot appear that anything further was done at this time, and the absorp- 
tion of the N. & N.-W. RR. system by the Grand Trunk intervened, 

Tn January, 1889, the question of this erossing so long in dispute, 
gain came up, The chairman of the council's railway committee 





was instructed to write to the general manager of the G.T.R. and 
bring before his notice the dangerous condition of the erossing and 
the necessity of placing some protection at it. The chairman wrote 
fas he was instructed, and it resulted in a conference with the railway 


fffciats, but they refused to comply with the request unless the 
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‘county would bear a portion of the expense, which Mr, Stewart, th 
chairman, referred to, thought the county had no right to do. Col 
Tyrwhitt, M.P, for South Simcoe, was now requested to bring the 
matter before the Railway Committee of the Privy Council. That 





committee decided to take the matter 





up, and in January, #899, asked 
that the complaint be put in proper form, and later they appointed a 
day for the hearing of the case, through Col, Tyrwhitt. Bach muni. 
cipaity imerested sent a representative, viz., the County, Innisfil Town 


ship and Barrie,—and Col, Tyrwhitt accompanied the deputation to 





Ottawa. They secured the object for which they had been appointed, 
the Railway Committee having ordered the G.T-R. to place yates at 





the crossing within a month. Gates were thereupon placed atthe 


crossing, and since that time a gatekeeper with a faye protects the 
travellers on the approach of a tran, 


Distosar oF tHe Nowrens Rastaway Stock 


‘The separation of Mono and M 





mur townships from Simcoe 





tion of selling the Northera Railway stock, in’ November, 1881. An 
offer from Mr. Pepler of 30 cents on the dollar was not accepted 





and it was thereupon advertised for sale by public tender at an upset 
1 P 





price of 4o cents on the dollar, but the council received no bid. On 
he withdrawal of Mono and Mulmur to form part of Dufferin County 
hey were given their share of the £40,000 (sterling) stock, leaving 
in the hands of Simcoe County, 6364279 (sterling), 

In January, 1883, Innisfil Township Council asked for theie por 
tion of the Northern’ Railway stock held by the county. But the 
County Council considered that it would tend to depreciate the value 
fof the stock to divide it among the different munieiplities, and did 
ot grant the request, 

In July, 1994, a sale of the railway stock was finally made 





rough brokers at 143/8 cents on the dollar. The £36,27/ thus 


realized to the county hy the sale, the sum of $24,757.84, on July 20, 


1994, and in this way passed out of the county's hands the $200,000 
stock which had been such a bone of contention for 54 years, and on 





which the county had never realized from the railway company a 








Chapter XVI. 
OTHER RAILWAY LINES, 


In bonuses and in stock subscribed to the old Northern, the 
people of this county, through their municipal councits, contributed 
more than $1,000,000 toward the construction of its railways at one 
Hime of another. Accordingly, no apology is needed for dwelling in 
a third chapter on some of the remaining facts in connection with 
this important subject, 


Thee Mipuawp Rasway 


The Peterborough and Port Hope Railway Company was 


originally incorporated in 1847, but did not construct aay railway unt 





Come years afterward, The name of the company was changed £0 
that of the “Port Hope, Lindsay and Beaverton Railway Company 
by an Act passed December 18, 1854, as 18 Vie. c. 36 and under 
this new name it operated for some years, and constructed its fine 
fs far north as Beaverton. By another Act passed December 24 
1869, as 33 Vie. 2 3 its name was still further changed to the 
SMtidland Railway,” and it was given power by the same Act to 
extend its line from Beaverton to harbour on Georgian Bay 


Beginning sith this last named statate for making the change 





of name, no less than'ten Acts respecting the Midland Railway were 
passed by the Ontario Legislature up to 1882, (or one at almost 
very session), not to mention numerous Acts before and since that 
period, ‘This’ statute of March 10, 1882, just_ mentioned, Brought 
About the consolidation of six smaller Hines under the name of the 
SAfidland Railway of Canada." Perhaps no other railway, in rela 





tion to its size, has required so much legislation as this one, whieh 





has also operated under four diferent names. 
After the construction of its fine to Georgian Ray, the Midland 
Railway Company failed to fence the track, although directed by 





statute to do so. In consequence of its neglect, the Killing of horses 
land other farm stock was of frequent, if not of daily, occurrence. The 
Cou 


Assembly that the railway company did not attempt to replace or 





ty Counc, in January, 1860, complained to the Legislative 





Tiguidate the losses, and it besought the Assembly to compel the com. 


pany to fence the fine at once. 


Me (2087 





WD. Ardagh, Warden 1880 
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Tite Muskoxs Joxerion Ratnway, 


The extension of the Northern line to Orillia and beyond, from 
its point of departure on Lake Simcoe at Barrie, was undertaken in 
1869. A. J. Alport, W. D, Ardagh and 45 others petitioned the 
Ontario Legislature for an Act of Incorporation, and the Act was 
finally passed December 24, 1869, as “An Act to Incorporate the 
Toronto, Simcoe and Muskoika Junction Railway Company,” 33 Vie-. 
hap. 30. What would now be regarded as small capital for a 
railway, viz $250,000, was named in the Act as the capital stock of 
the company 


‘The list of 47 charter members of the company is itself of his- 





torie interest, as it contains a considerable number of the monied 
mien of that time in this county, or those who were financially inter 
tested in it. They were: A. J. Alport, W. D. Ardagh, Noah Barn 
hart, G. L. Beardmore, A. HL Browning, Hugh M. Clarke, Henry 
Creswicke, A. P. Cockburn, Dalrymple Crawford, Fred. Camberland 
M. Davis, Wm. G, Deacon, N, Dickey, A. P. Dodge, Wm. Elio 
R. J. Grifith, Wns. Hamilton, Robert Hay, C. Harvie, Alex. Hen- 
derson, W. H. Howland, Robert Leadlay, Wm. Lount, David 
Morrow, Thos, McConkey, J. D, Merrick, A. R. McMaster, Donald 
MeKay, Hon, J. MeMurrich, Angus Morrison, F. H. Medealf, G. 
Perceval Ridout, R. J. Reekie, D. L. Sanson, Robert Simpson, John 
Steele, Frank Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Spratt, S. B. Harman, 
J. Teviotdale, D. Thurston, John’ Tarner, John’ Wallis, Robert 
Walker, Robert Wilkes, and John Woeld 

The construction and opening of this Muskoka branch of the 
Northern took place in 1870. Another Act to amend the original 





charter was passed February 15, 187, as 34 Vie. chap. 53, by which 
the company could mortgage its line to the extent of $9,000 5 mile 
Prior to the formation of this company, there had been a company 
chastered on January 23, 1869, by 42 Vie. chap. 80, but it does not 
appear to have accomplished anything. 





The Muskoka Branch was completed in November, 1871 


Tne Norti Snicor Ranwar, 


FFor the consteuetion of a railway from Barrie to Penetanguishene 
the Ontario Legislature passed, on March 24, 1874, as a7 Vie. chap. 


Si “An Act to Incorporate the North Simcoe Railway Company.” 
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The charter members of the company were: Alexander Manning, 
A. \. Thompson, H. H. Thompson, George Copeland, Wm. Moore 
Kelly, H. E, Jeffery, James Saurin McMurray, ‘Thomas Richard 
Fuller, and Chas, Beck. A further Act to amend’ the chartering Act 
just mentioned, was passed December 21, 1874, a8 38 Vie. chap. 53, 





and gave power to the company to extend the line from Vespra to 
some point on the line of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway, or 
the Northera Railway, or any railway in York or Peel counties 

The fist time the County Council of Simcoe took definite steps 
in support of the N, S. Railway was in the following March, (1875), 
at a special session, whien it resolved that the condition on which it 
would relinguish the Northern Railway stock ($200, 





090) as a bonus ta 
the N.S. Railway was that it would he constructed from Penetan- 
Buishene to connect with the Northern Railway in King or with the 
Toronto, Grey and B 





sce Railway (the “Narrow Gauge Line”) in 
Albion Township. Again, in January, 1876, the County Council 


rassed_a resolution of confidence in the North Simcoe Railway, but 





id nothing substantial to aid it, ‘This was doubtless because of th 
prevailing distrust in railways generally, the H. & NW. R. R. 
being delinquent in the construction of its fine about # 





‘same period 


By this time the minor municipalities through which the N. 8. 
Railway line was surveyed had contributed largely to it by way of 
bonuses. Flos gave a bonus of §: 





1200, and Tiny, one of $50,000. 


In connection with the bonuses given by these twa townships,  sub- 





sequent difficulty arose. They did not make the levy necessary to 
meet the payment of their debentures, which fell due in 1894, so just 
prior to that time, it became necessary for the townships to apply to 
the Ontario Legislature for special Acts to enable them to issue new 
Aebentures and take up the old ones 

In October, 1876, James Saurin MeMurray, of Toronto, Presi 
dent of the North Simcoe Railway, addressed the County Council in 
reference to the alfaies of the railway, showing the utility and prac 
ticabitity of a central railway through the county. The councit there- 
‘upon transmitted # memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor in Counc 
praying that aid be granted to it, hut carefully avoided the giving of 
ny aid themselves. The most dificult postions of the Hine had by this 
time been constructed ready for receiving the rails, ‘The Chief 
Engineer of the N.S. Railway was John Dickinson 





who compiled 


and issued a map of this county in #878, giving the routes of the 
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Fines that had been constructed in this period of 
tailway building: activity. 

The Ontario Government moved slowly in the matter of giving 
sid to the N. S. Railway, so the County Council, in January, 1877, 
again sent s memorial to the Lievtenant-Governor praying that aid 
be granted to the company, as had been granted to other railways in 
fnew sections of the country. And as no aid came, the council renewed 





its appeal to the same in January, 1878. By the last named date, 
lease of the N. S, Railway had been made ta the Northern Railway 
Company, 

Upon the completion of the N.S. R, R. the management and 
alicials of the N. R. R. gave the County Council, at the time of its 


January session, 1879, a trip along the line, and the council of Pene 


ival there. De, 





tanguishene gave them a public reception on their 





Spohn made a vigarous effort at this same session of the County 
Council t0 get the $200,000 stack surrendered to the railway com 
pany, on condition that they should change the gauge, and that the 
ouncil should still nominate a director of the railway company, but 


the council decided not to surrender it. ‘The first regular trains were 
run on the North Simcoe Railway ia February, 1879. 


‘Tae Fuos Trasway 


Soon after the opening of the North Simcoe Railway in 1879, a 
Iwvaneh was projected from Elmvale to Hillsdale. When the Flos 
Lumber Company applied to the Ontario Legislature for a Bill of 
Incorporation for the proposed tramway, the Couaty Council, ia 





January, 880, memorialized the Legislature against it, “because it 
‘would be detrimental to the interests of the people." ‘The company 
naked extraordinary powers, and if allowed to build the road, the 
Council claimed it would prove a monopoly. The council asked that 
the Bill be not allowed to pass unless the tari of the company for 
freight and passengers be the same per mile as that of the North 
Simcoe and Northern Railways. 

The Legislature, however, passed the “Act to incorporate the 
Flos Tramway Company,” March §, 1880. This Act authorized the 


construction of the tramway [rom near Elmvale station to Ore Lake 





and onward to Hillsdale, ‘The charter members of the company con- 
Sted of Wesley F. Ort, B. B. Osler, FE. B. Osler, and Robert 


Cochran. 
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New Lines or tHe C. P. R. axp tae ©. N. 0. 
The opening of a fine of the Canadian Pacific Railway through 


the county in recent years was an event of importance in railway 
affairs, but it did not affect the peuple so closely as did some of the 








ther railway projects of former years, as it was buile without monk 
cipal aid from the parts through which it passed. In fact, it was 
built without either municipal or government aid, and was’ a short 


line from Toronto to connect with the main line of the C. P. R. near 


Sudbury, This line was opened as far as Bala, on Lake Muskoka, in 





107, and completed to Sudbury in June, 1908. A large bridge in Vespra 
Township near Midhurst is one of the largest trestleworks of its kind 

\ new route to the north and west, the Canadian Northern 
Ontario Railway, was opened through a small portion of this county 





at the northeast in November, 1906, the part crossed being for about 
twelve miles from Washago to the Severn River, across parts of the 
townships of North Orilia and Matchedash. This Fine was at first 


Iknovwn as the James Bay Railway, and the first portion opened for 


traffic atthe time mentioned was from Toronto to Parry Sound, 








Chapter XVIL 
CANALS. 
The Groncias Bay CaNat. Paojecr 


The much talked of Georgian Bay Canal, 
continued agitation,—has never been re 


the object of so much 





ed, unless we regard 
ss part of it the Newmarket Canal, which has been so much in evi- 
dence within the last few years. As already stated in Chapter XIV 
of this volume, the earliest attempt, in 1836, at forming a chartered 








company to build a Fine of communication across the narrow part of 


this Province, from Toronto to Georgian Bay, specified a railway or 





canal to Lake Simcoe and a canal for the remainder of the way. 
This did not result in anything. A period of silence ensued during 
which railway construction obscured canals, but the project was 
revived, and the Toronta and Georgian Bay Canal Company was 
Incorporated in 1856 under 19 and 20 Vie. &. 118, 

Prior to its incorporation, at a special meeting: of the Simoos 
County Council in August, 1855, the Coundil had granted £100 
toward making a survey of the contemplated canal, wh 








b was to 
connect the waters of the Upper Lakes with Lake Ontario and the 





seaboard. The shipment of large timber to the seaboard for ship 
building was then the chief consideration, as this county was finely 
wooded, but with the construction of iron and steel vessels at 








later day, and the removal of the forests, this consideration came to 
nought. "The survey for the canal had not been completed at October, 


1856, fror 





lack of funds, but in the following January, the secretary 
‘of the Toronto Board of Trade sent the Engineer's Report on 





survey, yet the County Council did not make any further grant to it 

The preliminary report of the engineer contained plans and 
estimates of the undertaking. It placed the cost at from $21,000,000 
to $35,000,000, according to the route chosen, the report outlining 
four routes which might be followed. While tools and. machinery 
might cost less to-day than they would have cost in 1857, and be 
more eficient, itis equally true that the price of labour has increased, 
wnd the engineer's estimates for that day could not be lessened in 
any calculation of what the canal might cost at the present time. For 
a time, Kivas Tully was engineer of the proposed canal, and at a 
later time, Thomas €. Keefer also made 1 report on the project 

fen 
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estas 





In January, 1859, Rowland Burr, the promoter of the un 
ing, addressed the County Couneil on the Georgian Bay Canal, and 
the council at this meeting forwarded a memorial on the subject 10 
the Legislative Assembly. The charter would expire shortly, and it 
twas necessary to make a start. The warden called 3 county public 
necting for April 3, 1860, to urge upon the Government and the 
Legislature the claims of the canal, The seeting adopted a series of 
resolutions, and as a result of the agitation the Government. granted 
Esco toward a survey, or the completion of the survey already under= 
taken 





‘From the fist appearance of Mr. Rowland Burr before the County 
Council, as above mentioned, to address them on the subject of the 





canal, down to recent times, the councillors were addressed more than 
ft dozen times on this project, by diferent advocates, chiefly by Mr. 
Burr, by Fred C, Capfeol, and fast of all by E, A. Macdonald, some 
time Mayor of Toronto. Mr, Buer again addressed the council in 
Tune, 1852, and the usual memorial to the Legislative Assembly fol- 
lowed. In October, of the same year, the council granted $300 for 
the use of their Special Committee on the subject, and the matter 
then dropped out of sight for three or four years, the $500 not being 





hhanded over to the Canal Company's treasurer until October, 1865, 

Tn January, 1865, 2 Special Committee of the County Council 
semorilized the Legislative Assembly for a grant of land to aid the 
Undertaking. At a conference held in Toronto previous to this time, 
it had been proposed to trafsfer the railroad stock to the Canal Com 
pany, so the Simcoe County Council at this session passed a by-law 


to sel £47,00 of 


the stock to the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal 
Company, as it was called. The City of Toronto itself, however, not 
having carried out the agreement to give their stock in the Northern 


Railway to the Canal Company, the Simene Council, in June 





repeated its by-law of the previous session (No, 140). ‘The boring of 
the "Ridges" for tests was spoken of, and an engineer employed for 
that purpose 

By the year 1865, some of the persons incorporated as the mem= 
bers and directors of the Canal Company had died, others had 
departed and removed their residence out of the Province, others had 
become unable to act as provisional diccctors, and a majority of the 
remainder were desirous of being relieved {rom their office. Under 





these circumstances, new Act to amend the original Act of incor- 


poration was introduced in Parliament by Thomas R. Ferguson, the 
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rember for South Simcoe and Warden of the County, and a new 
list of charter members and provisional directors was inserted in it 
This Act, which was assented to September 18, 1865, gave power 
to the company to extend its capital stock to $40,000,000, and also 
changed the name of the company to the “Huron and Ontario Ship 








Canal. Comps 

New life having been infused into the project, the Simcoe County 
Councit accepted the invitstion of the President of the Canal Company 
to Toronto on January 31, 1866, to discuss the prospects of the work 
with Yorke County Couneil and the Toronto Council, In January, 





1867, F.C, Capreol presented the Simcoe Council with a print of th 
first breaking of land for the canal, and the council at the same 
esion memoralized the Government to make a grant of land in aid 


ff its construction. From this time onward these “memorials” to 
the Government became almost periodical, and were always unsuc 
cessful, but Mr, Capreot persevered and frequently addressed the 
County Council in those years, his address being generally followed by 
the usual “memorial” to the Government 


Another stie was made, and F. C. Cap 





ol, the president of th 
ompany), Warren Kennedy, and others addressed the County Coun 


cillin June, 1874. ‘The council as usual, sent a memorial, recommend 





ing a canal for vessels dravving not less than 14 feet of water; and 
they asked the Government to grant 10,000,000 acres of land needed 
hhy the company for raising the eapital required. “‘An Act respecting 
the Huron and Ontario Ship Canal Company” was passed December 
21, 1874, by the Ontasio Legislature, as 38 Vie. c. 64, and related 
to the passing of by-laws by municipalities in sid of the canal 

The next step of any importance was in January, 1878, when the 
County Council granted S109 to the canal directorate to keep an offi 
‘open for the information of capitalists and others, on condition that 
York County Council and Toronto City Council would contribute 
similar amounts (which they did), In Janunry, 187. 





Mr. Capreol's 





rigdieal appeat to the council had a slight variation. This time he 





submitted “drawings, plans, photos, ete ferences to 





hyéraulie lift-lock power, requiring only 12 locks, instead of 48 for 
the canal as originally, ad at about one-half cf the original estimate 
of cost, The usual “memorial” went to the Legislative Assembly, 
as the result 


In November, 1879, the council sent a memorial to the Ontario 





Government ashi 





them to set apart a suficent sum (Say 
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in the estimates to complete a re-survey of the canal. Ar 
Fhecome necessary from recent improvements in the working and con- 
struction of canals. Probably the last time Mr. Capreol addressed 
the council on the subject was in January, 1882, when he spoke at 
great length, strongly advocating the claims of the canal. His 

a 1d the council whieh had hitherto 














appeals hath now became pathetic, a 
been in the habit of sending "memorials" to the Ontario Government, 
rithough the Dominion Government had in charge the subject of 





‘canals, with a Minister of Canals, now divested itself of any trace of 
partiality and memorialized both the Ontario and Dominion Govern 
Iments for grants of land in aid of the scheme. 





The final act in the canat drama came in June, 1883, when the 
‘council approved of the proposed hydraulic lift-lock, and spoke well 
fof Mr. Capreol. It again memorialized the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments for grants of land, but a clause granting $100 to Mr. 
C d the curtain falls. 








real was struck out of the committee's report, a 
twas resurrected, and E. A 








Ten years afterward, the proj 
Macdonald, of Toronto, addressed the County Council in January, 





the need for a canal and aqueduct, the water power scheme 





having been attached to the revived canal project to give it a new 
form. The council approved of the plan, made a report on the matter, 
land sent copies of their report to the Dominion and Ontario Parliae 
ments. There was considerable agitation in the newspapers 





this time, but the project fell more quickly than on former occasions 


Toe Turse Vautev Cavat 





As early as 1822, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council recognized 
fake Simeoe and 





the importance of a line of communication between 
the eastern parts of Upper Canada by employing Captain MacCaulay 
in the half-pay of the Royal Engineers to survey and make a report 
‘on the water communications to the Bay of Quinte. (Dom, Archives 
Report, 1897, State Papers, U.C., p. 148.) Various schemes were 








proposed for the improvement of navigation at different parts of the 
Foute from time to time after the survey above mentioned, and some 
‘of them carried into effect, especially the construction of locks at 
places of importance 

“The proposed Trent Canal as Government undertaking comes 
Lup for the frst time in November, 1879, when D'Alton McCarthy, 





MEP,, sent to the County Council certain parliamentary papers relax 


tive to the subject. In response, the council expressed its belief that 
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the scheme was a feasible and important one, especially if (as was 





ited) the route chosen be by way of Nottawasaga Bay, and they 
memoralized the House of Commons to open the canal, the cost hav- 
ing been estimated at Jess than $3,000,000. An amendment to omit 


recommending Nottawasaga Bay as the terminus was voted down 





by 15 {0 27. The amalgamation of the Northern and Hashilton rail 
ways a short time hefore, was what had given an impetus to the 

A silence on the part of the legislators then ensues until 1884, 
when a large deputation waited upon Sir Charles Tupper, the Minister 
of Railways and Canals, on February 5, and submited a written peti 
tion in behalf of the undertaking. The delegates represented. ely 
counties along the line of the proposed canal route. Sir Chas. 
Tupper informed them that he had already appointed an engineer 10 
ete. Simcoe was represented on that occasion, and the councils of 
1885 and 1886 sent memorials 





o the House of Commons asking for 
the advancement of the cansl. The Dominion Government passed an 
Order-in-Council on October 8, 1887, authorizing the appointment of 
4 Commission of Enquiry to examine and report on the question of 
the expediency of extending the Trent Valley navigation. Under date 
‘of December 


17, 1899, the Commissioners made a report embodyin 


the results of their investigations, and as further enquiry was deemed 








necessary, the Commission was continued in office, 

The carrying on of the agitation was in the hands of an organi 
zation called the Trent Valley Navigation Association, and to this 
Association in January, #888, the Simcoe County Council granted 
$500 on condition that other counties should vote similar sums. In 





Janwary, 1891, the County Council appointed a deputation consi 
‘of the warden (Jonathan Sissons), T. S. Graham, and J. L. Burton 
to visit Ottawa with deputations from other places along the route 
fof the canal to press on the Government the importance of continuing 


the construction of the canal. Thereupon an appropriation of $5,000 
was made at the session of the House of Commons for the surveys of 
the sections proposed to be put under contract, viz., from Rice Lak 
to Balsam Lake. Some time later, the contracts for the construction 
fof these portions were awarded, into the details of which it is not 
necessary to enter, the origin of the undertaking having now been 





sketched. With the opening of the liftock at Kirkeld, formally, 
fon July 6, 1907, navigation was then completed from Lake Simcoe 
fs far as Rice Lake. 














Chapter XVIIL 


OLD ELECTIONS AND PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTA 
TION 





During the existence of the Ninth Parliament of Upper Canada, 
Simooe was set apart as a separate constituency for parliamentary 
purposes, and the frst election to fill the seat was held in July, 1828, 
Wim. B. Robinson was the candidate of the Family Compact in this 
his opponent being John Cavthra, of Newmarket, There 
was but one polling place for the whole constituency—at Holland 








Landing—the returning officer was George Lount; and the poll 
was kept open for a week. An amusing incident is related of this 
poli 





al struggle which may be recorded as an example of the events 
that were wont to happen at elections in those days. Tt appears that 
Robinson kept an open house at Phelps? tavern for the purpose of 
furnishing gratuitous eating: and drinking to the free and independent 
clectors—esperially those who supported him. Cawthra, it is said, 
did the same in one of the houses at Johnson's Landing. A soldier, 
who had received for his services in the Peninsular campaign a grant 
fof land somewhere back in the county, and had settled on it, came out 


fon Monday morning to vote and too 





up his quarters at Robinson’s 
booth in Phelps” tavern, After feasting there all week at Robinson's 
expense, and making himself generally conspicuous by his aoise, h 
started off on Saturday, the last day of the election, to. the polling 


place, followed by a crowd of loafers and others, many of them hlf= 





intoxicated, but all ansious to see how he would vote, as vote by 
ballot had not yet been introduced. The voting took place at a 
wicket, quite high above the ground, and approached by small 
stairway leading up to a platform in front of it. After voting, the 





elector descended another stairway leading down to the ather side 





The Peninsular seteran mounted this rosteum snd presented himsel 
at the wicket, Having been asked by the returning officer how he 
voted, he replied :—"I vote on this,” throwing down the patent deed 


of his land at the same time, with i flourish, “But which candidate 





do you vote for?" ““Cawthra,"” was the answer made in a foud voice 


‘Then arose a free outery from the gang. of loafers on the ground 


below, and he stood in geeat danger of getting hasled down from the 
(216) 
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rostrum and mobbed, because he had feasted at the expense of one 
candidate and voted for the other. But turning to the crowd ia a 
hurry, he made the following oration: ““Gintlemin! I sarved under 


Wellington in the Peninsoolar, Mot gineral larnt me to faste on moi 





inievies, and be dd if I haven't done it.” After this explanation, th 
perisioned veteran was allowed to return home in safety 
At this famous election, the fist ever held for the County of 
Simcoe, Cawthra was elected by the narrow majority of nine votes. 
Those who contested the county at the subsequent general elec- 
in the following. list, 








tions, down to the Rebellion of 187, are giv 
the successful candidates are italicised.) 





(The names 0 


1830, John Cavthra.—I, B, Robinson 
1834. Samuel Lownt, W. BR. Robincon, Benjamin Hawke 
1836, Samuel Lount, HB. Robinson, James Wickens 





Tie Eurctioy oF 1856. 


Sir FB, Head dissolved the Upper Canadian Assembly, May 


28, 1830; the new elections commenced on June 20, and were to bi 





concluded on June 27. In the House of Assembly just dissolved, con. 


sisting of sinty-twa members, the Reformers had a majority of eleven, 





but in the new House they were in a minority of twenty-five. ‘The 
device of issuing patents to the settlers on condition that they would 
vols in this clecHon agalnat the party opposed to Str Franca B- Head 





is notorious, and has already been described in Chapter VI, (p. S81 
Having been struck by the unusual number of patents issued by 
the Government to Medonte setters in the latter part of May and the 


month of June, 1835, Le. during the election contest, or just before 





the polling, the present writer made an estimate of the number, and 
found the issues of patents to be 


In the latter part of May 10 patents 
In June as 
Total st 


besides 53 in all the other months of 1836 combined. By way of com 
paring this total of 108 for the one township during 1836, it may be 
noted that in the same township 24 patents were issued during the 
whole of the year 283s, and 13 during: the whole of the year 1837 
So the motive is clear enough from the official records and figures 








| 
1 
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What was the purport of the patent-granting carnival. June 15, 1836, 
was @ memorable day for the pstentees in Medonte, no less than 17 
having been granted on that day alone. 

In Nottavvasay 





a, the record is equally damaging. From May 
{th to the end of the month, the Governmes 





nt issued 86 patents in 
that township, besides 24 in the early part of June. It is not known 
hhow far these were for actual settlers, and it would not be easy to 
ascertain at this day. But the writer has been unable to find move 
thar about seventy families in Nottawasaga at this time, the list being 
given in the Appendix to the second volume, and yet the patents issued 





exceeded the whole number of settlers, As a large proportion of the 
patents issued at this fraudulent time were to women (the settlers’ 
wives, persumably}, suspicions may be held as to most of the Tot 
‘The issuing of so large a number of patents to women in Nottawasaga 
jn May, 1835, just before the election, 





ad doubtless a significance in 
connection with the approaching contest, To say the least they have 





fishy" look, many of them heing-in the frst and second concessions. 


The Government also issued a few extra patents in Oro, Vespra 
land Sunnidale about this time (May and June, 1836), obviously: with 
the 





ome intention, but not tothe same conspicuous extent asin 
Medonte and Nottawasaga. The fraudulent tacties accomplished the 
work intended, viz, the defeat of Samuel Lount, who was not favour: 
able ta Sir F. H, Head, and there was a short-lived success of the Family 
Compact, for the time, but the rebellion at the end of the following 
year, although suppressed, ultimately resulted in the dispersal of the 
Compact. 

Since the troubles of 1837 in Upper Canada, there have been 
many family compacts in Canadian public life. Nearly every county 
thas furnished its example, in which someone in authority has worked 
Into offices all his uncles, nephews, cousins, and o 





her relatives, and 
the public conscience has grown hardened by the spectacle. People 


how take this as a matter 0 





course, and pay no great heed novia 
days to what they repudiated strongly in 1837 and within the next 
three or four years afterward 

‘The pathetic story of Samuel Lount’s defeat is told so tersely by 
W. L. Mackenzie that it i¢ worth while reprinting it in this place 


“The case of Samuel Lount, who was goaded into rebellion and 
From Lindsey s Life of W, L, Mackenzie 


hanged for high treason 
Vol. #, page 304 
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‘On the 15th of February, 1837,"" Mr, Mackendie related, “Mr. 


Samuel Lount, the late upright and patriotic member tor Simcoe 
called at my house, accompanied by Me. Thrift’ Meldrum, merchant 
and innkeeper in Barrie, and 1 mentioned to them that I was collect 
ing evidence for a pamphlet to expose the Government, as the ex 
futive inluence had cheated me out of my right to do s0 through 
an election contest for the Second Riding. Mr. Lount took out his 
pocket memorandum book, and stated that Mr. Meldrum had been 
Fequested to open his tavern for Robinson and Wiekens, at the time 
fof the late election, and that he did so; that since the election he 
(Meldrum) had informed him (Lount) that on one occasion he (Mel 
drum) accompanied Mr, Wellesley Ritchey, the Government. Agent, 
from Toronto to the Upper Settlement; that Mr. Ritchey called him 
(Meldrum) t0 one side at Crew's tavern, (lot 49, concession 1 
Vaughan, near Richmond Hill), where the stage stopped, and. told 

m that Sir Francis had employed him (Ritchey) to give the deeds 
to the settlers in Simeoe, and that he (Ritchey) wanted him (Meldrum) 
to assist in turning Lount out, Meldrum agreed. to. do. his best, 
‘opened his house, and says that Wickens paid him faithfully for his 
iguor, ete. When Mr. Lount had read the above from his memorans 
dum, T asked Mr. Meldrum if he could swear to these facts: he said 
he could, for they were perfectly correct. I then asked Mr. Lount, 
who gave me a number of important facts, why he did not contest 
the election, and he told me it would have been throwing {e100 away, 
and losing time, for that no one who knew who the members were, 
ould for 2 moment expect justice fram them 


























Tur Fanous Sresie-Romysow Eecrion 


The general election for the frst pa 





iliament of the United Prow 
inces was held in the spring of 1841, the union having been formal 
proclaimed February 10th of that year. AAs in almost every other 
constituency throughout the country, the election ia Simeve was 
attended with great excitement, The candidates were Captain Elmes 





Steele, of Medonte, and Wm. B. Robinson, Barrie was the only 
polling place for the whole constituency of Simcoe, it b 





1g the fest 





eld in the town; and in full keeping with the imperfect 
ting facilities of that time the poll was kept open for a week. 
Whiskey was an important factor in the contest, and much of the 
turbulence may be traced to its influence. It is related that the shout- 
ing of the men, as they came and went on their way to the polling 
Place, in sleighloads, could be heard along the leading roads to a 
distance of several miles. The scenes at the polling booth appear to 
have been much less peaceable and harmonious than those of later 
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years under the ballot system, for pushing, pulling, and fighting were 
indulged in to no end. Sometiewes one party gained possession of 
the polling place, and sometimes the other, keeping: its opponents 





from exercising the franchise freely 


‘An amusing story in connection with this election is related of 
Charles MeBeth, one of the carly setters of West Guillimbury, who 
undertook to prepare several hundred cudgels for belligerent pur 
poses. One of his neighbours, John Rose, went into the woodyard 





of a Barrie tavern, and found McBeth at the wood pile busily engaged 
in making these cudgels. Rose asked what he was doing there, and 
1g informed, urged him to desist, McBeth, however, replied 





upon b 
in the coolest possible manner that “he did not know but that a 
ceudgels would he needed before the election was over.” 





The late John MeKay, of Toronto, recorded his recollections thus 
“The greatest cletion of all was the Steele and W. B. Robinson elec 
tion, which was held in Barrie, The crowd there was immense; the 





Robinson party wore badges, and took possession of the polling place. 
‘They seemed to be the strongest party for two or three days, but on 


Thursday strong force of Steele's men came from Thorah and 





Eldon, holding up a great Sag, with large letters, "Thora all for 
Steele.” ‘There was a great giant holding the flag, and waving it over 
the ribbon men's heads, forced the way up to the polling place; and 
from that out Steele led the poll. This great man’s name was Cam 
ron, Friday morning you could pick up badges by the dozen, on 
the street. Captain Irving, of Yonge Street, was one of Steele's 
great men, He drove a fourchorse team backward and forward from 
ays heavily londed. T remember the 








Yonge Street to Barrie, and al 
sleighing was. good.” 


As already stated, the election on that oceasion was attended 





with great excitement.” At the polling booth in Barrie, the voting 


lasted for an entire week (beginning on Monday, March 8, 1843): 





while the marching, counter-marching, and drunken bravling at that 
election would be appalling to the modern citizen, An amusing story 
is told of the desiga on one of the Steele banners. ‘The candidate's 


nes or “Elm” Steele; and so to make the words intel- 








ligible to every one, drunk or sober, a banner was inscribed, on which 





as pictured a woodsman's axe, The handle denoted ““Elm,"” while 


teel;”" and the two parts signified the inserip- 








the axe itself was 


tion underneath: “Elmes Steele, the Backwoodsman’s Friend.” 
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His name gave rise to one of the election poems" of the time, 


on on the banner just mentioned 





Bla is wood, 


And steel ix good, 





Both are tough, 
And ¢ 





«enough 


At the 
violence. Ma 


is in those days there was always a great deal of 





ing a comparison between the elections of the forties 
And those of the eighties, Sir Francis Hineks (“Reminiscences of My 
Public Life," p. 133) gives his opinion thus: "The influence of 





money has been to a great extent substituted for that of force." 
Lieutenant-Colone) William E, O'Brien has given some interesting 





reminiscences of the Stece-R: 


jobinson election in his “Barly Recollee- 
tions,” which appeared in the Barrie Gazette of January 4, 1899, and 
also in Pioneer Papers (No. 1, p- 25) of the Simcoe County Pioneer 


land Historical Society. In hoth of these papers he recalls how, at 





the request of county magistrates for military aid, a detachment of 
the regular regiment then stationed in Toronto was sent op and 


qua 





ered at Kempenteldt, but their services were not required, 
‘The occasion furnished, as it has been seen, a theme on which 
those inclined to. poetical composition could produce some of their 
fffusions, The most extensive production of this kind that has come 
Under the writer's notice, was one beginsing "Bill Robinson, poor 
Bill, Bill,” and purporting to be a song of sympathy with him over 
his defeat by Steele, It may be of interest to readers of to-day to give 
the doggerel as it has been recited to us by an aged settler. Tt i8 
not given here for its literary value, or elevated style, but to illus 
trate the life of a period 


Buu. Rowissox, Poor But, Buu 


(Tune: “John Anderson, my Jo, Jobn.") 


Bill Robinson, poor Bill, Bill 
‘You may go down to town, 

And let the Family Compact know 
Your colours we 





By sturdy old Reformers, 
‘United they have been 

‘To trample on your orange, Bil 
‘nd hoist the white and green, 
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Bill Robinson, poor Bill, Bil 
Vm sure you'll bear ia mind, 

‘The rout you gat on Patrick's Day, 
‘When you got left behind. 


Also the Durham races, Bill 
When you come out of town, 

With clubs and knives and Orange boys 
‘To pull Reformers down 





You banished Rolph and Bidwell brave, 
Unto a distant land, 

‘The hanging of brave Van Shultz, 
And Lount of high renown, 


But now those times are altered, Bill, 
And altered they: shall be 

For Sydenham's our governor, 
And says he'll set us free 


‘The metre is the same as that of “John Anderson, my Jo, Johny 
and the rhyme, as in this class of literary product generally, had an 
attraction for the primitive mental life of the people here’ as well 
as elsewhere, 








Although on this occasion Captain 





cele was the successful 
candidate, the heavy expenses incurred in the coutest so completely 
resulted in his financial ruin that he never recovered from the blow, 
and at the next general election held in 1844 he was not a candidate 
for re-election, He had been elected as a Baldwin Reformer, but 
fone account states that he gave only a wavering support to the Reform 
Party. However this may be, Captain Steele was a man who pos. 
sessed much independence of character, worked well in the interests 
of the county during his term in Parliament, 





nd was disposed to 
deal with each public question, as it arose, entirely on its merits 
rather than along strict party lines. This course might not please 
partisan critics whose first thought would be of defection; but if he 
defected, it was on the ground of the merits of the particular ques- 
tion with which he was dealing. At all events, he was accused of 
having broken faith with the Reform party and of having, after being 





two years in Parliament, transferred his support to the other party 
in the House of Assembly. In his 
as a Baldwin Reformer, 





later years he was always classed 
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Sunseuext Euscrioxs oF THe Hox. Wat, B, Ronson: 


At the next general election, held in September, 1844, which was 
for the second Union Parliament, there was a contest (whether mock 
Richey and Wm, B. Rob. 

A few weeks after his 





fr real is not obvious) between Wellesl 








ingon, resulting in the election of the lat 





election, Mr. Robinson accepted (on December 20, 1844) the position 
of Inspector-General (an office known at a later time as Minister of 
Finanee) in the new Draper ministry, and was re-0 

1845, by his constituents. But within a few weeks, during the 








ected on January 
following session of the Assembly, he resigned this office owing to 
difference of opision on Mr. Draper's University Bill, which, after 
it was read a second time (March 18, 1843) was then dropped, 








Tn 1845, more than a year after Mr, Robinson had resigned the 
Inspector-Generalship, he accepted the office of Chiet Commission 

of Public Works in the Government. upon seeking re-election by 
his constituents, he was again returned for this county. In one of 





these two last named bye-clections, he was opposed by William Hume 
Blake, 
in the Chief-Commissionership of Public Works that he effected the 


but was suocessful, as stated. It was during his term of offic 





passage of the grants for the improvement of the Penetanguishene 
Road throughout the entire Iength of the county, as already described 
in chapter X, of this volume, 





During the fong term of his membership of Parliament, lasting 
from 1830 until 1857 (with the exception of the term, 1841-4, when 
Captain Steele was the member), the Hon. William Benjamin Robin 
son looked well after the interests of the county. He made a trip 
through parts of it in 1837 or about that time purposely to settle the 
vexed question a5 to the choice of the county town, or at any rate to 
satisly himself what the choice should be, As Commissioner, he 
made the treaties with the Ojibway Indians for the lands east and 
north of Lake Huron (now Georgian Bay) and Lake Superior, in the 
year x8s0, These were called the Robinson Treaties, and are now 
regarded as important transactions in the history of this Province. 
He was also the head of the Canada Company for a length of time, 
and occupied many responsible positions in the affairs of the country. 
He was married, but left no family, and his death tool place about 
the year 1875 
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| Dissolution of the Second Parliament to 





Ke place ia June, 18 
‘ensuing election Hon, W. B, Robinson was returned with 
fout opposition. The next election came on December 13 and 14, 
1852, and Alfred Willson, of Bell Ewart, who had been a frm sup: 
porter of Mr. Robinson's 














1 1849, now became the Reform eandi- 
! date; it bi 





ing been only on the aight previous to the day of nomins 
tion that opposition to Hon, Mr. Robinson was started. The 
requisition to Mr. Willson to become a candidate, printed in the 





Barrie Magnet of that time, shows the questions that were agitating 
the public mind on that occasion, viz., “the settlement of the Clergy 


hi! Reserves, the Rectories repealed, the’ Court of Chancery abolished 

















| Mr. Robinson was again successful, and the state of the polls 
i Adjata 26 
i renee : 
t tm 3 
| Malmur 
Tol ts plier 
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In the Fourth Parliament which followed, the Representation Bill 
of 1853 gave the county two members, and accordingly, the county 
wwas divided for electoral purposes into the north and south ridings, 
continuing so divided down to the Redistribution of seats in 1882. 

In the election for North Simcoe, which took place in 1854, 
James Sanson, of Orillia, was defeated by Angus Morrison. The 
Vote was taken at Barrie, where all voters were entertained during 

ates, the polls being kept open 








their stay at the expense of the candi 


for two days. ‘The votes polled on that occasion were as follows 





Sanson. Morrison, 





Barrie 45 
Flos 3H 
Medonte 6 
Nottawasaga 79 
Orillia 5 
Oro 75 43 
Tay and Tiny 83 2 
Vespra and Sunnidale 2s nm 

405, 482 








Angus Morrison who was elected on this occ 





of the Hon. J. C. Morrison, the President of the Northern Railway 
at that time, which may have assisted him to win the election, and 
in subsequent ‘times he was mayor of Toronto for a term of thre 
years, (98767-8) 

‘The candidates at the general elections succeeding that of 1851 





are given in the following list, the names of the successful ones being 


italicised 
Noam Snicor 


Angus Morrison, James Sanson. 
Angus Morrison, (by acclamation) 

D'Arey Roulton, T. D, McConkey, Angus Morrison. 
Tr. D. MeConkey, Angus Morrison 

T. D. MeConkey (by acclamation), 
—H. H. Cook, D’Alton MoCarthy 

(Janvary LH. H. Cook, D'Alton MeCarthy 
1874-—[December) H. H. Cook, D. McCarthy 
1878—H. H. Cook, D’Alton McCarthy 











| 
Ul 
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North Simcoe was in 1882 divided into east and west ridings, the 
comtests since then being as follows 


Nowrit (West) Simcoe, 


D’Alton MoCarthy. 
Anglin, D’Alton MeCarthy, 

8911, Didlton McCarthy. 

1896--Haughton Lennox, D'utlton McCarthy, E, Stewart, 
1898-—Leighton G. MeCarthy, Jas. Mati, 

1g00—Chas. Cameron, Leighton G, McCarthy. 

ro04—J. A. Curie, Leighton G. MeCarthy, 

1698—J. 4. Currie, D. Wilson, 





D'Alton McCarthy, the member for Ni 
‘rather more than usual’ prominence throughout C: 





th Simeoe, came into 

sada in 1887, on 
account of an attack he made in Parliament upon the Jesuit Estates 
Act of the Province of Quebec. That Province, 





before the Union ot 
1841, had misapplied the Jesuits’ estates,—which was property 
destined for purposes of education, 








to other services. Many years 
afterward, this misappropriation came up for settlement, and 








© for redress passed by the Provincial Legislature of Quebec, 
{gave rise to the discussion above mentioned. Mr. McCarthy's motion 
in the House of Commons received only thirteen votes. 


st Sintcor 


HH. Cook, J. Quinn, 
—H. H. Cook, J. Quinn, 
1891—W. H. Bennett, P. H, Spohn 
H. Bennett, P. H. Spohn, 
1896-—D. Anderson, 7. H. Benn 
1900-1. H. Bennett, Geo. Chew 
1904-17. H. Bennett, R, D. Gunn 
1908—W. H. Bennett, 1. Manley Chew. 















HLH, Cook, 





Sour Snicor 


1854—Hon, 1. B. Robinson, (by acclamation), 

1857-—Thos. R. Ferguson, ‘Thomas Maconchy, Hon. W. B. 
Robinson. 

186:—A, Armstrong, T. R. Ferguson, 
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R, Fergu 
€. Little, Thos. Saunders 

C. Little, (by. acclamation), 
184—IV. C. Little, (by acclamation). 
1878—George Fletcher, HV. C. Littl 
1882—David Dunn, Richard Tyrshitt 
1887—Richard ‘Tyrshit 

1891—Richord Tyrwhitt, (by acclamation). 
Hig6—Thos. W, Lennox, Richard Tyrwhitt, 
1900—Haughton Lennox, Joseph Whiteside, 











1g04—W. C. Henry, Haughton Lennos: 





1908—James Campbell, Houghton Lennos. 


It may be noticed in the above list that the Hon. W. B. Robin 
son, who had represented Simcoe County, or some part of it, for so 
many years, was defeat~d in 1857 in a ““throe-cornered” contest by 
Thomas R, Ferguson, the Reeve of Innis Township. In subsequent 
years, “"Tom"” Ferguson became noted for having a personal follow 
ing of young men from Cookstown and its vicinity, who acquired the 
name of "Ferguson's Lambs" from 





heir readiness to “‘baavava-a’” 
loudly in the public meetings when their political opponents. were 
speaking. He himself had perhaps something to do with fixing the 





ambs" upon them more securely, as at a public meet 





ing once, when they were ""bas-ing” too loudly, he arose, waved his 
hhand, and called to them, “Peace, my Iambs,"” and there was silence 
after it, After Confederation, he chose to represent South Simcae 
jn the Ontario Legislature 

Since Confederation, in 1867, the different contests in this, 


county for the Ontario Legislature have been as follows 


Nownt Simcoe 


1867—H'm, Lount, Angus Morrison 
1871—IP, D. Avdegh, H. U1. Cook, William Lount 
After this time, the riding was divided into West and East 
Simooe. 
Weer Sitcom 


1875-—Thomas Long, T. D. MeConkey 
1879—Thomas Long, O. J. Phelps 
1885—(February) G. Moberly, 0. J. Phelps 
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county 





1883—{December) 0. J. Phelps, Thos. Wylie, 











Ih, 1886__(December) W. J. Frame, Thos. Wie 
{ 390—Jos. Hood, Thomas Isls. 
{of_—Archibold Currie, J. 8. Daf 
{898 Archibald Curie, J. S. Daf. 
\ toee—J. S. Daf, A. B. Spencer. 
i 1905—J. Birnie, J. S. Duff 
too8 Joseph A. Akit, J. S. Daf 
; On the acceptance by Mr. Duff of the position of Minister of 
H Agricuiture, in October, 1908 and secking re-election by his com 
i! ‘eluents, he was returned without opposition. 
| 


Cenrne Sicor. 


1886 William Harvey, 0. J. Phelps. 
1890—Arthur Craig, Robert Paton 

1894-— Jas. Coutts, R, Paton, A. B. ‘Thompson. 
1898—D. Davidson, 4. B- Thompson, A. Train, 
1g02—D. Dasidson, A. B. Thompson. 

1905—C. E, Hewson, A. B. Thompson. 
1908—R. Graham, J. B. Thompson. 











East Sisco 


i 875-—John Kean, Hugh Sutherland, 
1 1879—H. H. Cook, John C. Steele, 
1862—Chas 
1883—Chas. Drury, HH. Thompson. 
1885—J. B. Clarke, Chas. Drury 
1890-—Chas. Drury, 4. Miscampbel 
189) W. M, Harvey, W. Lawson, 4. Miscampbell 
1898-W. M, Harvey, 4. Miscampbell, 
H. Jupp, J. B. Tudhope 


| 


Drury, Dr. Slaven, 














t908—Jas, 1. Hart, J. B. Tudhope. 


Sovnit Suncor. 


1867-7. R, Ferguson, (by acclamation), 


1871—T. R. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 





1873—(December) D'Arcy Boulton, Thomas Saunders 











PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION 238 


1875—D'drey Boulton, Richard Snelling. 
1875—George Dinwoodie, Hon. Win. MeDougall 
1S78—William J. Parkhill, J. W. H. Wilson. 
1879—William J. Parkhill, (by. acclamation). 


1883]. G. Hood, Geo. P. MeKay. 








Canoes 


1885.1", H, Hammell, — Proctor 
189017, H. Hammel, H. Lennox: 
r89j—E. Jeffs, E. . Little, Chas. Robinson. 
1898E. A. Littl, Wm, Wright 

1992 Hutton, E. 4, Little 

1905—E. A. Little, John Semple 

1906—lex. Ferguson, (by acclamation) 
root —Ales. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 


Tue COUNTY DuaiNe ‘Mie PkRION OF aN EuecrED Lectstarive 
Counc. (Sesare), 





For a period of ten or eleven years the Legislative Council, of 
Senate, as it is now called, was made elective. By an Act of 1856, 
(1g and 20 Viet. chap. 140), making the Legislative Council elective, 
the Saugeen Blectoral Division was made to consist of the counties 
of Grey and Bruce, and the North Riding of Simeoe, The Midland 
Electoral Division was to consist of the North Riding of York, and 
the South Riding of Simcoe. Members were to be elected for eight 





years, but only twelve constituencies were to return members at the 
First elections to be held under the Act, in 1856, and twelve more 


every second year thereafter. The Saugeen Division was in the frst 





‘group, but the Midland Division did not come into the list of ee 
‘ions until 1862, when the Hon, Wm. MeMaster, of Toronto, was 





elected over Mz. Gamble, nd represented the Division until Con 
federation, and then a new order of things came in, 
In 1855, when the Legislative C 





nancil first became an elective 
body, the Hon. Jas. Patton contested successfully the Saugeen Divi- 
sion (Bruce, Grey and North Simcoe), against John MeMurrich and 
Mr. Beaty.” The Macdonald-Sicotte Ministry offered the Hon, Mr 
Patton a seat in the Cabinet as Solicitor-General, West, but when he 
sought re-election from his constituents for the Saugeen District, 
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May st, 1862, he was defeated by a majority of 759, by the Hon 
i John MeMurrich, who held the position for the unexpired term of two 
: ‘years. David L., Macpherson (afterward Sir David) was then elected 


to represent the Saugeen District in the Le 
unt Confederation 





tive Council from 1865 














Chapter XIX. 
GENERAL COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 


As early 2s 1798, Simcoe came into existence as a distinet County 
by the Act, 38 Geo. ITT, chap. 5. This Act created some new counties, 
fone of which was Simeoe, but these were for military purposes, and 
related to enlistment; they were counties projected on paper rather 
than with an actual existence, being merely the division of the map 
of Upper Canada into shires with a Lieutenant for each shive. The 
military mapping or setting apart, in 1798, was a theoretical one s0 
far as Simcoe was concemed, but it was the first distinet separation of 
the county, from which the later separations sprang. 

More definite boundaties were laid down for Simcoe County in 
1821, most of its townships having been surveyed hy that time. ‘These 
efnite boundaries appeared in the Act, 2 Geo. IV., 1st session 
chap. 3. 

Another Act in 4 George IV., (and session), providing for elec- 
tions for the Assembly, still further set apart Simeoe County “for bet= 
ter representation and registration of property."” In accordance with 
this Act, Simone County obtained a Member of the Assembly at the 
next general election, and as elections then depended on a man's Tand 
eed, it was in accordance with this Act that George Lount of Holland 








Landing was appointed Registrar for Simcoe in 1826 for the registra 
tion of land deeds, 

The next step in the development of the cou 
Act, 7 Wm. IV., chap 32, (March 4, 187), by which the Legislae 





rj:vies-theipaseaere ak 





ture of Upper Canada set apart Simcoe District, naming the townships 
therein, and gave authority to raise £24,000 for the erection of a jail 

1 Viet. (and sesston), 
chap. 30, gave authority for levying an additional tax on the ratepay- 
fs of the county, not to exceed 1d. in the pound, until the payment of 


and court house. The next year, another Ai 





the £4,000 should be completed. A further Act was passed in 1841, 
(and 5 Viet, chap. 78) to authorize debt of £3,000 more, in add 
ton to the former loan, as the earlier sum of £4,000 had not proved 
sufficient to erect the county buildings. 

6 eo 
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The Act of 1837 provided for the issue of a Proclamation by the 
sutenant-Governor-in-Council ‘to declare the County of Simooe to be 
4 separate and distinct District."" After the Court House and 
tad been ercete 









the Governor-General's Proclamation was duly issued 
fon January 11, 1843, and Simcoe, thereafter, was a fully established 
new District. “The olfcils appointed by the Government for the new 
District, were the following >— 





James Robert Gowan, Judge. 
Benjamin Walker Smith, Sheri. 

Jonathan Lane, Clerk of the Cour 
William B. MeVity, Clerle of th 
Moses Hayter, Jailer: 





Peace 





These officials were appointed by the Baldwin Government, The 
{game of politics was much the same in that day as at the present day. 
‘There had been a fist of men prepared, ticketed and slated for the new 
offices, but there was @ change of Government before the 








came for 
appointing the officials, and the Raldwin Government took office in 
time to make the appointments, Then followed much disappointment 
fon the part of those who had been expecting ofice in the new county. 
‘The Magistrates in Quarter Sessions were largely of the disappointed 
party, and threatened to make m: 

but in course of time 




















Il dificulties were overcome, and the county's 
affairs began to proceed harmoniously 


Covsry Jopaes, 


Judge Gowan, afterwards Sir James R, Gowan, wa 
Ireland, having been 

red the prof 
recived the apo 


a native of 
there in 1813. He eame to Canada in 1832, 
on of law in T 








nio, and while still a young man, 





nt of Judge in the newly erected County of 


Simeoe. Throughout his long carver as a Judge, he proved to be a 





jurist of much ability, and acquired more than & county reputation, 
He gave amended particulars for the Division Courts Act, framed 
lnder the direction of Sir John A. Macdonald, and on various occa 
stons gave assistance to develop the geowth of the othe: 
tions of the country. After 4o years" service as Judge of the County, 
hhe resigned in 1883, and about a year later he was elevated to the 
Senate of Canada. ‘In this position he became useful owing’ to his 
varied legal knowledge and experience. He took an active interest in 
the Codification of the Criminal Law in 185 


institu 
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‘of importance. He resigned the Senatorship in 1997, and 
died March 18, 1590, 

Up to the year 1873, Judge Gowan carried on, without aid, the 
arduous work of his judicial territory, which included the districts ax 
far north as the French River. In October, 1873, the Government 
appointed a junior judge to assist him, in the person of John A 
Ardagh, son of the Rev. S. B. Ardagh, who has been mentioned else- 
where in this work. Upon Judge Gowan’s resignation as Senior Judge 








in September, 1883, Judge Ardagh was promoted to the position of 
Senior Judge, and William F, A. Boys was appointed Junior Judge 
When Judge Boys resigned in 1908, E. A. Wismer, of Essex, Ont 
was appointed Junior Judge. 
Siesires. 

Benjamin W. Smith, 1845; 

Thomas D. McConkey, 18 

Orson J. Phelps, 1890-04 


Charles Drury, 1804-1905 
William M. Harvey, 1905 





Cusnes oF THe Court: 


Jonathan Lane, 1843-70. 
James C. Mocrovry 1 

John MeL. Steven: 
E. A. Little, 1906. 
John MeCosh, Deputy Clerk of the Crown, 1997 









Conaks or rie Pes. 





William B. MeVity, 184 
Tames R. Cotter, #877 





Covsry Crows Arronsis. 


(Ae office created in 1858). 
Henry B. Hopkins, 1838-62, 
James R. Cotter, 186 





avers. 
Moses Hayter, 1843¢52. 
Alexander Lang, 1852-96 
Jonathan Sissons, 1896, 
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Tue “Oto Svever" or West Gwitunmury, 


‘The County had not been in existence any length of time before 





an agitation arose to annex the part of West Guillimbury called the 
“Old Survey" to the County of York. The agitation probably gained 
strength from the excessive cost of the new county buildings and the 
cerookedness in connection with the payment for them. Although the 
Holland River was a natural boundary, and a proper one to divide to 
‘counties, for some years the Simooe District Council fought hard 
against dismemberment to the small extent of this corner of its ter- 

Tn February, 1845, a petition was before Parliament to attach the 
above mentioned portion of West Gwillimbury south of the Holland 
River to the Home District. The Simcoe District Council viewed 


this as seriously injurious to its interests, and drew up a strong: peti 
tion against the proposal. The House thereupon disallowed the 





After the undertaking by Simcoe in December, 1850, to. subseribe 
for stock in the Northern Railway, and the prospect of an increase of 
the taxes, the question of separation again came up, and was a lively 
topic when the Simove County Council met in June, 1851. The advo 
‘cates of separation represented that an impassable swamp separated 
this tract from the rest of the county. Although the Simeoe Council 
planked the main road through the tract during the same summer, the 
separation came into effect this time, and the strip of land was there- 
‘upon ansexed to. Yorke County 

In settling the claim for the “Old Survey” set off from Simeoe at 
this time, some diffeulty arose. The united Counties of York, Ontario 
land Peel, which then formed the York County Council, appointed 





Joha W. Gamble as their arbitrator, sehile Simooe County Council, 
in June, 1853, appointed the Hon. W. B. Robinson as its arbitrator. 
The two disagreed or failed to reach a decision, and an umpire oF 
third arbitrator was appointed, wiz., John H, Hagerty, Bsa, 

‘The sum finally awarded to Simeoe in the arbitration was £536 
138, 24, the items considered in making the award being the new Jail 
and Court House, the Railroad debt, ane the Plask Road debt. This 








sum was far short of what the Simeoe County Council demanded or 
‘expected, and Mr. Robinson withheld his signature from the award, 
fs he considered it unjust to the eounty 
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Muskoka axb Panny Sous, 





the Treaty with the Ojibway Indians of Lake Huron, made 
by the Hon, W, B. Robinson in the year 180, the Government passed 
an Act (14 and 15 Viet, chap. 5) in 1852, known as the Territorial 
Divisions Act, by which the extensive tract from the Severn to French 
River newly acquired from the Indians was added to Simcoe County 
This territory in later years has been divided into nearly seventy town: 
ships, lying mostly within the Districts of Muskoka and Pacry 
Sound. The Simcoe County Council, not knowing what their newly 
acquired territory was like, petitioned the Government ia May, 1852 
for an immediate survey of it for settlement, 

Settlers of Morrison Township, in course of time, petitioned the 
County Council (in October, 1862}, to be established as a separate 
municipality. But the Council could only unite them with Muskoka 
Township if the two had 100 or more resident frecholders and house 








holders, A renewal of the request was made a year or two afterward, 
and as there were fully 150 settlers in Morrison Township, and 60 in 
Muskoka Township, the County Council, at its session, June 30, 1864, 
tunited and organized them for municipal purposes; and the first reeve 
for the united townships (Roderick: Stewart) took his seat at the 
County Council ia January, 1865. A further By 
June, 1868, to separate the two town 

The District of Muskoka was organized in 1868, for certain 
judicial purposes, by an Act of the Ontario Legislature, 31 Viet, 
chap. 35- This provided for the appointment of a stipendiacy magise 
trate in Muskoka, and for Land Registration, but the administration 
of justice in Muskoka, generally, was left with Simeoe, and the munici= 
pal connection remained as it was 

A similar Act was passed for the judicial organization of Parry 
Sound District, in 1869, 33 Viet, chap. 24 

A By 
Wate and Cardwell townships for representation. Another By-law was 
passed to separate them, Juse, 1847, although the same By-law had 
been defeated in the preceding January f 





aw was passed in 





ships for municipal purposes. 











aw of the County Council passed in June, 1870, united 


‘The County Treasurer brought before the notice of the councillors 
in June, 1873, the fact that Simcoe County had to administer justic 
in the wide unincorporated territory to the northward. In the year 
mentioned, a case of supposed murder, committed as far from the 
Court House at Barrie as the City of Kingston is, east the County 
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$1,500 oF more. The County Council sent a memorial in January, 
1874, to the Lieutenant-Governorin-Couneil asking him to bear the 
charges in the administration of justice in Muskoka and Parry Sound, 





And for making public improvements (bridges, etc.) in the Muskoka 
Distriet, the 





Couneil also asked the Government to make grants 


When the Ontario Government, in 1877, annexed some further 





territory, iying in the same direction, to Simeve, the Couneil objected 
to having any more of the Muskoka District added to it, for judicial 








purposes, and sent another memorial on the subject to the Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-Council, This question of the administration of justice 
in the unorganized territories became chronic one for a while. The 


again complained in January, 1878, that the adminis 





County Treasure 





tration of criminal justice was bearing very unfairly on the County. 
Accnrding to his statements, “not only do. we 
justice in all the unorgasized territory aorth of us, but in ong 





nized 








townships attached to other counties; we pay for eriminal justice and 


another county colleets the revenue."" 


Failing t0 get rede 





fof the grievance, the Council sent another 
strongly worded memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council in 
November, 1879. There were 44 townships in the Districts of Parry 
Sound, Muskoka and Nipissing annexed to Simcoe for judicial pur 
poses, from which Simeoe derived no income, yet it was called upon 





to pay their bills connected with the administration of justice. Nive 
of those townships formed part of Vitoria County for municipal 
purposes, the reeves of which went to Lindsay, while the offenders 
against the law came to the jail st Bartie for Simcoe to bear the 
expense of having the law vindicated, The Council asked the Govern= 
ment to free them from further Hability in the matter. 





‘The Ontario Government now began to pay some heed to the 
continued appeals for redress, In January, 1881, a special committee 
Of the council authorized 





statement t0 be prepared by the County 

Treasurer, and they sent it to the Attorney-General, after which some 

slight reliet was afforded. A. special committee was appointed in 
fe the fu 





January, 1885, tow fer claim of the County upon the 


Government for the large amount then paid for the administration of 
justice in the new districts. This committee, which consisted of the 
three members of the Legislature then in 

Drury, Phelps and MeKay, reported in June 
paid the full amos 





council, vie., Messe 
the Government had 








of Simooe's claim, viz., $500 for 1884 





GENERAL COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 245 


An Act was pasted in 1888, by which the Muskoks municipalities 
were detached from Simcoe at July 1st, of that year, In view of the 
passing of this Act, the County Council in June, 1888, appointed a 
committee of seven to arrive at some settlement 
Simeoe County a 








he affairs between 
the Muskoka municipalities, as provided under 
R.S.O. 1887, cap. 185, sec. 43. This was done amicably, and the 
Muskoka members severed the 











connection at the close of the same 
session with a complimentary resolution, 


‘Tue Five Towysiues East Grew 


The Townships of Collingwood, St. Vincent, Euphrasia, Artemesia, 
and Osprey became part of the Simeae District in 1845, and under 
warrant of the Warden in July of that year, James Robertson was 
lected District Councillor for St. Vincent, Before this year these five 
townships had been part of the Home District, They continued 10 
send representatives t0 the Simcoe Council, but after January 1st, 
852, they are detached from Simcoe County to form part of the new 
County of Grey. One of the chief reasons for the ch 








ge was the 
Durden assumed by Simeoe in connection with the Northern Railway, 
just then undertaken, 

Some delay arose over the settlement of the financial affairs 
between Simcoe and Grey arising from the separation. In 1854, oF the 
beginning of 1854, the Government appointed James Wright, as an 
arbitrator on behalf of Wellington and Grey to arrange the existing 
debt between Grey and Simcoe. The award is not stated in the 
documents and printed proceedings which the writer has examined, 
But it would appear that the compensation paid hy Grey to Simcoe 
County amounted altogether to the sum of $5,88: 

Interest. The last instalment received by Simooe appears to have 
been obtained on April g, 185 





which included 





On November 10, 1863, the Sim 





oe County Council passed a 
By-law to take a census of Orangeville with a view to incorporation 
Three days later (on the 13th) the census had already been taken and 

fined the cen 
on, A By-law was passed 





the special committee in charge of the matter had exat 








sus returns and recommended incorpora 
for that purpose, and another By-law to annex the new village to the 
County of Wellington, 
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The next step was ia 184, when the Ontario Legislature passed 
fan Act, 38 Viet, chap. 31, defining the new County of Dufferin, the 
townships of Mono and Mulmur being included within it. These two, 
however, remained in Simcoe six years longer, for va 

FFinaly, at the end of 1880, in accordanc 





lous purposes, 
With an Act passed in the 
early part of that year, Mono and Mulmut, after many years attach- 
‘ment to Simcoe County, were detached from it and became part of 
Datferin County for both municipal and judicial purposes. The settle- 
ment of Bnancial questions, by representatives, having been provided 
for by 43 Viet., chap. 37, an agreement between the two townships and 























‘The Court Hoss after the remodelling i 197 


the County was reached on December 16, 188t, and a By-law was 
passed by the Simcoe Council in January, 1882, to confirm the agree- 
ment, The £40,000 (sterling) stock in’ the Northern Railway was 
‘exchanged and Mono and Mulmur given their shares. Besides this, 
fn the General Account, Mono received $1,004.81 from Simeoe County, 
and Mulmur was found to be indebted to it by $71.51. Mulmur’s 
further indebtedness on account of the bonus to the H. & N. W. R. Ry 
(Collingwood Branch) was $20,450. These sums Mulmur settled in 
full with the County before January, 18R5, 
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Tur Couxry Court House, 


The Magistrates in Quarter Sessions authorized the erection of a 
Court House, on September 2, 1841, and approved of the plans of 
Horace Keating for the building. The contract was awarded to 
Charles Thompson, who erected it in 1842, Me, Thompson was also 
the contractor for the jail, then in course of erection, and the settle 





iment of his claims for the two buildings afterward gave rise to much 
trouble and litigation in the District Council, which came into existence 
at the beginning of 1843 aed had charge of the financial affairs of the 
District after their appointment, 

‘The Court House building, with frequent repairs, served the pur- 
poses for which it was intended for 34 years, But in the seventi 











‘he feet Coanty Jal, 1840-68. 


when the administration of justice for the Muskoka Distrit belonged 
to Simeoe County, the business of the courts had grown so much that 
increased accommodation for them hecame necessary. To attain this 
end, the Council erected a new wing in 1877 at the west of the old 
building, giving a second court roam and chamber for the meetings of 
the County Council, with committee rooms and other apartments. 
Other changes and additions were also made at the same time. Owing 
to the changes in the construction of the roof of the building, the 





original court house was completely obliterated in the architectural 
designs of the remodelled structure. The new addition had offices on 
the ground floor for the County Treasurer and the Clerk of the Peace, 





John Beardsley became the caretaker of the building in 1843, but 
hhe died in 1848 and his widow occupied the same position for more 
than fifty years afterward. 
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Tue Cony Jar 





A rather quaint entry appears in the Minute Book of the general 
‘Quarter Sessions for the Home District, under date of May 10, 1837. 
Tt reads as follows:—""On the motion of Edward F, Davis, Esq,, 1 
P. for the County of Simeoe, seconded by Meyrick Lally, Esq., J. P 





for the 





same county, that Tots No. 110, 114, 113, #13, 417, 118, 419, 
120 in the Town of Barrie be approved of as the site of a Jail and 
Court House for the New District of Simeoe."” Apa 

from the Crown to the 

ra, 1844. 








District for this jail block of 4 acres, on Sept 














‘The Magisteates had charge of the erection of the County Build 
ings, so they appointed a Building Committee from amongst then 





selves to supervise the work. This Building Committee obtained 
plans and specifications for the Jail from an architect, Thomas Young, 
‘of Toronto, which they approved of, and the contract for erecting the 
Jail was signed May 9, 1840, the contractor being Charles Thompson, 
the stage coach and steamboat owner. Lake Couchiching: stone was 
conveyed by boat from the quarry and used in the construction of the 
Jil, The original structure was unlike anything else in the country, 
an octagon in shape, something like the Mosque of Omar on the site 
of the Temple at Jerusalem, 
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‘The Magistrates of the District, as already shown, had let the con- 
tracts for the erection of the Jail and the Court House before the Dis 
trict Council came into existence at the beginning of 1843. The last 
named body, on its formation, assumed the financial engagements of 
the District, and found the settlement of the contractor's elaims for 
the buildings in a hopeless muddle. ‘The original agreements had 
been for £4,000 for the Jail, and 4 

before the District 


870 for the Court House, but 








ouncit finished paying for the buildings, the cost 
had reached nearly £9,000, law sults having resulted from the failure 
to reach settlements with the coatractor and the architect. 

The appointment of a Government Board of Prison Inspectors 
brought about a change in the management of jails throughout the 
Province. The Prison Inspectors had been promised in the early part 
‘of 1838, or a Government Commission on Jails, but two years elapsed 
before the long promised officials were appointed. This change of 
affairs toa Governmer 





Board took the responsibility off the shoulders 
Of the County Surveyor, in whose charge the supervision of jail 
affairs had hitherto been placed. 


Two of the recently appointed Board of Prison Inspectors made 





their first visit to this section of the country on February 24, 1860, 
viz, the well-known Dr, Wolfred Nelson, who had taken so con 





spicuous a part in the Rebellion in Lower Canada, and Donald F. 
MeDonald. On the same occasion they visited the Penetanguishene 
Reformatory and the Orillia Asylum building, then recently purchased 

In January, 1860, the County Council had passed a By-law appoint= 
ing # special committee of their members to confer with the nex 
Prison Inspectors, and arrange for any alterations and addition 
the jail that might be deemed necessary. This committee did so, and 
recommended 














the Council in June the erection of a wing 63 ft. Tog 


by 32 ft. wide, two storeys high, and the addition of new outer walls, 





“The County Surveyor prepared a draft and plan of the proposed new 
wing. The Government architect's plans for the work were received 
by October, 1860, and as the plans contemplated a cost of $20,000, 
the amount was 30 large that the Council laid the matter over tll 
January, 1861. The Council reduced the architect's plans for the 
extension toa more moderate, but amply extensive, form, and returned 
them to the Prison Inspectors; ut the latter sent » negative reply 


and there was a pause in the negotiations for more than 2 year. 
TThe Board of Prison inspectors, then at Quebec city, had demanded 
{14,000 of the Simcoe Couneil for the jail extension. Mr. Ferguson, 
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M.P. for South Simeoe, informed them thatethe Council were not in a 
posi 

to within $12,000, he thought the Council would meet it, $6,000 to be 
paid by the County and $6,000 by the Government, To this the 
Inspectors agreed. Mr. Horsey, the Government architect, was 





ion to meet the demand, but if they would moderate their plans 


instructed by the Special Committee of the County Council in June, 
1862, t0 prepare plans, specifications, ete. And the Council at the 
sume session passed a By-law to raise 85,000 for the purpose 

The special committee on jail extension received plans and specif 
cations for the new east wing in September, when they met, and they 
found a third storey had been added in the plans, The lowest tender 
received afterward on the basis of these plans was $15, 








nit it The thicd storey and res 
ence were dispensed with and John Damp given the contract. | Sube 
sequently, he withdrew his tender, but the Gouneil instr 
Warden to carry out the contract according to By-law No, 
June 9, 1862), and Mr, Damp remained the contractor. 

In the en 








jaller’s residence, or $14,776 with 








the actusl cost of the jail extension was $13.2 
of which the Government paid $6,000, Mr. Damp, who was a small 





sized man, had worked faithfully in the carrying out of the contract, 
but was a loser by his contract, so the County Council, in January 
1864, voted him S300 as a gift; in addition to the sum above stated. 
At the time of the extension it' was discovered that the large central 





is shown in the accompanying engraving of the original 
jail, had become dangerous, so it was taken down at some extra cost 
more than was at frst estimated 

‘About October, 1 
county treasury on account of jail supplies, in accordance with the 
Act for the payment of Criminal Justice 

‘There was an edifying uproar in June, 1860, in the County Cone 








12, the Government began to pay into the 





sil over the good food allowance to the prisoners. Each prisoner hat 





been getting daly, 1 Ib. of bread, 1 Ib, of meat and 14 Ibs. of potatoes, 
“Consequently,”” as the records allege, “the jail is not what it fs 
intended to be, viz., 4 place of punishment." It was accordingly 


resolved that, after July 1st, the rations should be 
Breakfast : + pint porridge. 
Dinner: 1} Ihs. of bread, 


Sapper: « pint porridge (Indian or oatmeal) 





No other condiments were to be allowed the prisoners, but as much 
salt and water as they req 





red, Ten cents a day was deemed to be 
quite sufficient to board each prisoner, 


” 
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‘The report immediately following this one to starve the “mentally 
and morally blind" prisoners on porridge, bread, salt and water, 
granted $140 to the society for the education of the blind, in Toronto, 
Nothing, however, came of this decree to starve the Simcoe prisoners, 
as the Magistrates in the Court of Quarter Sessions interfered in 
their beh 

This little tempest aver food in 1860 gives us a glimpse of what 
the functions of a jail were held to be, in those days. To stint a man’s 





nourishment, and undermine his nervous system, will not improve him; 
id improvement is necessary no difference what his crimes might be 
Improvement is the fashionable view taken at the present day, as 
against alimentary punishment in 1860. 
‘The County Council, in 1902, erected a residence for the jailer in 
the southwest corner of the institution, 


‘Tar Lavo Recisrey OrFice, 


In January, 873, the County Council took steps to build a fre- 
proof Registry Office. After making some preliminary 





arrangements, 
they approved of the plans in January, 1874, the County Surveyor was 

thorized to advertise for tenders, and the building was to be com 
enced as soon as possible. The new Registry Office was completed 
by Octaber, 1874, at a cost of a little over $8,000, 





Tue Lockor Horses oF THe County, 


‘The erection of lockup houses in different parts of the 





began in 1852, when the County Council constructed one in Orillia 
‘and set apart s small salary (£13 10s.) for a keeper or caretaker of the 
building. The following ist shows the years in which some of the 
earlier Iockup houses of the county were established :— 





1852 Orillia (renewed in 18 
1856 Bradford, C 

1858 Orangeville 
1867 Coldwater. 
1869 Stayner. 
1870 Rosemont 








sgwood and Pen 





ngrishene 


A lockup at Duntroon, which had been established at an early 
time, was abandoned in January, 1870, as totally useless. In if 
Midland became a harbor for steamboats, schooners, and various small 
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craft. Sailors as well as laborers employed in the construction of the 
Midland railroad, and in the mills in course of erection during the 
summer of that year, made up a large portion of the population, and 
required more attention than the usual farming cl 
Settled communities. Accordingly, a lockup hot 
Midland in 1872 

The County Council received so many applications for grants for 
lockup houses about this time that it reduced the granting of money 
for them to a system, in October, 1874, by passing a By-law for the 
purpose. An inferior class of buildings had been erected, as in almost 
every instance the County's grant had not been supplemented locally 
‘The Council’s By-law made three classes, viz., buildings costing not 
less than $500, $800 and $1,200 respectively. ‘The County undertook. 


ses ia the older 
e was erected in 

















to pay one-half the cost of each, and the locality asking for aid would 

pay the remai 

years before revision became necessary. 
In January, 1875, the Council made a geant of $400 for one at 

Collingwood to'replace the one burned down, At the same time & 

grant of $300 was made for one at Gr 

Tulle but through some inadvertence a deed of the land on which it was 





ler. This By-law remained in force for a mumber of 








avenhurst. ‘The latter was 





erected had not heen obtained, or could not he found two years later 
(January, 1877), when an examination of the county's property and 
the titles thereto was made, So the committee on County Property on 
the 

city,” as the report called the place, should g: 
for the land to the County Treasurer. 





st named occasion suggested that the Reeve of “the saw-dust 
nsy and forward deeds 





For the erection of a lockup house ia Cookstown the Council, a8 
long ago as the January session, 1856, had granted $200, and there 
was some reaffirmation of the grant in November, 1868, but it had 
riot been applied up to October, 1877. Owing to the construction of 
the Hamilton Railway, Cookstown had received lange floating 











poupulation at that time, and in the interests of law and order the 





County Council now granted $400 for a lockup house of the second 
class. The lockup houses established at this period partly owing 0 


the railway construction were the following :— 
October, 1877. Cookstown, 
January, 2878. Beeton (then Clariville) 
Tanuary, 1879, Creemore. 
June, 1885, Tottenham. 
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‘The By-law of October, 1874, under which grants had been made 
to lockups, was replaced by another 

viz,, No. 425. Loekups were subseque 
places :— 

Jone, 1887 Blnmvate 

June, 1899. Washago and Hillsdale 

Janvary, t89g. Wyebridge, 

The County Council passed another general By-law (No. 4s) in 
January, 1854, to provide for the erection, size and luture manage 
‘ment of Lockup Houses. No grant should exceed $400, and all lock 
ups were to he built of stone or brick with floors of sto 





the January session, 1887, 
ly established at the following 








Some further conditions were attached to the By-law which made a 
considerable change in the method of granting: assistance to minor 
localities in this particular 














Chapter XX. 


COUNTY MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. 


In the early years of Upper Canada, before the establishment of 
either District oF township councils, the inhabitants of each town 
ship met together once a year (mostly in January) for the purpose of 
choosing officers (or the year. Chief of these oficers were the wardens, 
fr town wardens, as they were sometimes e 

ment of the cou! 








1d. Yet the local govern: 
try was conducted in a somewhat crude manner in 





those early years, there being’ no lack of talk and formality, but very 
Tittle accomplished. 

‘The term “ward” was formerly met with most commonly in the 
northern shires of England, where it dated back to an early time, and 
probably also the derivative terms 
are connected with “ward."” In course of time, the town wardens, 
ives, the township wardens, as we now understand the words, came 
to he transplanted to the soil of New England and the other English 
colonies in America, of which Virginia must not be omitted. The 
duties of the wardens varied in the diferent colonies; thus in Trinidad 
we find the Warden had the roadmaking to do, and he also had large 


‘warder”” and “warden” which 











powers as commissioner of Crown lands in his own ward, 





‘The practice of electing wardens in Upper Canada, was thus a 
very old one. It was introduced into this Province at the very begin 
ning of its history, an Act having been passed by the First Legisla- 
ture of Upper Canada at its second session in x793 (chap. 2), to elect 
township offcers, viz, two town wardens, two assessors, two or more 
highway overseers, a township clerk, a collector and a’ poundkeeper. 
‘The inhabitants of each township were to ascemble at the town meet 
ing once a year, on the frst Monday in January, and elect the officers 
for the year. Two justices of the peace were to issue their warrant 
for assembling the iohabitants, and the officers thus elected were to 
make their returns to the magistrates. 


rol 
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In this county ther 





was organized local government of the kind 
just mentioned (so far as the writer has been able to leara) by the 
inhabitants of the following townships 

West Gwilimbury and Tecumseth, 

Essa, 1835. 

ro, 1835. 

Vespra, 1837 

noisily 1843 

The old minute hooks of most of these townships still exist; and 
they furnish some interesting particulars of how our ancestors managed 
the public affaes of those days 





For the most part, however, the chief power in local government 


in those early years lay with the magistrates in their Court of Quarter 
Sessions. Be 





re the Act of 4 and § Vietoria, this Court of Quarter 

Sessions was the central institution of focal government in Upper 

Canada, the township officers appointed annually by the people them- 
selves in town meeting being subordinate to the magistrates 

The Bill for establishing municipal councils in the various districts 

‘of Upper Canada was the most important measure of the frst Union 

, 1841. The Justices of the 

Peace, assembled in Quarter Sessions, had up ill then expended the 





Parliament, which assembled June 14, 


taxes on real property. Under the Act of 2841, the Warden, Clerk, 
Treasurer, Surveyor and other officers were to he Crown 





n other words, the Crown appointed these officers as the Act at first 
tood. But within a very few years there were amendments which 
placed the appointments within the power of the Councils themselves, 
Thus id the establishment of the Municipal System take place in 
gr, according to some, although as Mr. Baldwin's Act of 1849 was 
of a much more comprehensive character, itis claimed by others to be 





Past Wannexs oF Stucor Cousry 


Below is given a list of the Wardens of the county from the 
besginning— 


1843—Jacob Ami 





us Irving, 


184446—James Dallas, South Orillia 
1847-52—Wm, Armson. W. Gwillimbury 
1855-6-—Jas. Sanson, Orillia, 
57—John Craig, Medonte, 
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1838—Thos. R. Ferguson, Innis 
Hig9—George MeManus, Mono. 
18io-r—Thos. D, MeConkey, Barrie 
1862-7-—Thos, R. Ferguson, Tans 
1868 John Kean, Orillia Township. 
1869-71—W. D. Arda 

1872—Geo, Davis, Essa 





gh, Barrie, 


1873—John Hogg, Collingwood. 
184—Thos. Atkins, West Gwillimbury 
1875—John C, Steele, Oro, 

1876—Wm, MeDermott, ‘Tecumseth. 
1877, N, Rutledge, Medonte 
18)8—David Duna, Essa 

1879—Chas, Cameron, Collingwood, 
1880—C. Cooke, Tecumseth 

18810. J. Phelps, Flos. 

1882—Jas. Quinn, Orillia, 

1883—Geo, M, Evans, West Gwillimbury 
1884—David Duan, Essa, 

1885—Robert Paton, Sunnidale 
1886—Arthur Craig, Medonte 
1887-—John Stewart, Alliston 
1888_Wim, Switrer, Sunnidale 
1889—Chas, MeGibhon, Penetanguishene. 
1899—John Ross, Innisfil 





1891 Jonathan Sissons, Vespr 
1892—Walter Laveson, Tay 
193—Joseph Wright, Beeto 
R. E, Fletcher, Barrie, 
1895-—James Ross, Oro. 





1896—James S, Baddy, Bradford, 
1807-—Wm, A. Sneath, Plos. 
1898—Thos. Devitt, Medonte 


1809—P. R 
1900W. H. Hamilton, Nottawasaga, 





nan, Adjala, 


rgot—Chas, E, Wright, Penetanguishene 
192—Daniel Quinlan, Vespra 
1903—Robert Murphy, Tasoranti, 
1904—Geo, W. Bruce, Collingwood, 
t6os—R. H. Jupp, Orillia, 
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1906—Joseph Whiteside, Essa 

1907-—W. A. Boys, Barrie 

1908—D. C. Barr, Collingwood, 

1909-—Richard Bell, Essa 

The first Warden, the Hon. Jacob Aimilius Irving, during 1843, 
was appointed by the Baldwin Government, a member of the Legisla: 
tive Council, which prevented his attendance at the November Session 
of that year and also prevented his further service as Warden. 


Couxry Cuenxs. 


John McWatt, 1843—January, 
John Strathy, January, 1852—January, 1857 
Richard B. Bernard, January, 1857—Jannary, 186o. 
Robert T. Banting, January, 1860—z902, 

Robert Jas. Fletcher, r992, 








County Tasasonens, 


‘The earliest Treasurers of the County held office under the Magis- 
trates’ Court of Quarter Sessions. As early as April, 1838, and per 
hhaps earlier, Sydney M, Sanford was Treasurer, and continued in the 
‘office until about July, 1841, when Samuel Richardson was appointed. 
Mr. Richardson died March 2, 1843, shortly after the formation of the 
District Council, whereupon one of the Councillors, James Adam, was 
the Acting Treasurer for a while, but his premature death took place 
in the early part of the winter of 1844-5. Edmund S. Lally weote the 
Distriet Council on February 13, 1845, stating that the Governor- 
General had appointed him Treasurer. Those who held the office 
after the District Council came into existence were the following :— 

Samuel Richardson, 1845, 

James Adam, 1845+ 

Edmund S, Lally, 1845—Mareh, 1861 

Henry R.A. Boys, March, 1861-1884, 

Sydney M. Sanford, June, 188)—August 12, 188 

Sydney J. Sanford, ‘November, 

Arthur Craig, November, 1897-1095, 

Daniel Quinlan, 1995, 














Anyone who will sean the printed proceedings of the Council, 
during Mr. Lally's term of office, will readily see that the Couneil 
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paid much deference generally to his wishes and suggestions, as his 
care and attention to the business of the Council in the early years 
were noteworthy. In fact, he was the central figure of the institution 
uring those years, and received the esteem which his upright, intlli- 
gent course well deserved. On February 3, 1848, the Council seceded 
to the request of Me. Lally to be allowed to act as Bank Agent in his 
office, this being the frst bank opened in the Cou 








Edmund S. Lally having resigned the Treasurership in March, 
1861, the Warden called a special meeting of the Council, at which 
Henry R. A. Boys was appointed treasurer. In October, 1876, the 
County Council passed a By-law appointing Sydney M, Sanford 
Assistant Treasurer at $300 per annwm, and on the resignation of Mr 
Boys as treasurer in June, 1884, Mr, Sanford, although advanced in 
years, was promoted to the office of treasurer. Mr, Boys gave as his 
principal reasons for resigning the fact that certain members of his 
family were unable to stand our severe winters. Soon afterward, he 
moved with his family to California, where he died, September, 1804. 

On August 12, 1885, the death occurred of the treasurer, Sydney 
M. Sanford. By his gentlemanly and wnassuming manner, he 
received the highest respect of the County Council of the time. His 








son, Sydney James Sanford, was appointed his successor. 

‘The last mentioned Treasurer, S. J. Sanford, became a defaulter 
jn 1857. An audit of the treasurer's books from the time of his 
ppointment until he absconded, showed the amount of his defaults £0 
be $62,857.02, portion of which was afterward recovered by the 





Couxry Mrssexcens 





Joseph Lestie, after long service as messenger, was compelled 
through illshealth to resign in November, 1880, and John Beardsley, 
hiis assistant, was appointed messenger. Mr. Leslie, who was 
advanced in years, on that occasion was given $100 as a retiring allow: 

(On the death of John Beardsley, the County Messenger, his bro- 
ther, Alfred W, Beardsley, was appointed as his successor in Novem= 





ber, 1885. Mr. Beardsley was also appointed County Detective ia 
Jone, 1891, and High Constable of the County in June, 1896, 
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County Excinees aso SunvevoR, 


Henry Creswicke was appointed by the Government as County 
Surveyor in 1843 and held the offce for 39 years. On his resignation 
jn 1881, and completion of his work at the end of the tast named 
year, the ofice was abolished. A sketch of the life of Mr. Creswicke, 
Who was a very useful and efficient officer of the county for s0 long 
4 period, may he found in the chapter on Oro (vol. 2), where he settled 
fon coming to Canada to reside. 


Couvry Inspectors oF Weicitts ayn Measuines. 


At the General Quart 





Sessions, April 25, 1843, the Magistrates 
appointed John MeWatt, Inspector of Weights and Measures for the 
Simcoe District. He probably held the office until 1858, although the 
Writer has no evidence in the matter at hand, At any rate, in June, 





1838, Christopher Wilson of Collingwood asked the County Council 
to appoint him Inspector of Weights and Measures for the County 
which the Council did, the office being then vacant. At the June ses- 
sion, 1872, the Council accepted the resignation of C. Wilson from 
this office, and appointed two inspectors for the county Robinson 
Morris for the north riding, snd C. S. Brereton for the south riding. 
On Mr. Brereton's death in the following: year, the Couneil appointed 
In 183, the Dominion Government passed an Act altering the 


Walter R. Fenton, Inspector for the eouth riding (June, 187 








standards of weights and measures, adopting the Imperial measures, 
and reserving the right to appoint an Inspector for each province 
However, in June, 1875, the County Council passed a By-law appoint= 
ing two inspectors—David E, Buist for the north riding, and James 
Hunter for the south riding. Some time later, the Dominion Govern 


ment assumed the supervision of these officials, and appointed travelling 
inspectors. 


JaUL SuncroNs. 






De. Joh Russell Ardagh was appointed to this office 
1868, Dr. Arthur Ardagh was appointed to succeed 
him, and held the position for about twenty-five years. On the death 
of the latter, Dr. L. Oliver was appointed Jail Surgeon in January 
1893, who in turn was succeeded by Dr. J. F. Palling, the present 
fccupant of the position, 
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County Souierrons, 


From the large amount of business of the County, it appeared 

solicitor appointed, 
‘who could be called upon at short notice to get in behalf of the County. 
A By-law was at that time passed appointing McCarthy & McCarthy, 
solicitors for the county 


wise to the Council in January, 1873, to have 








(On the death of Mr. Pepler, Messrs, Hewson & Creswicke were 








wal of Mr. C. FE, Hewson from the County 
to become Judge in Manitoulin, Mr. A. E, H, Creswicke was appointed 
County Solicitor in January, 1909 


‘Tue Couxcn, rao 1843 70 THe PaesexT TivE, 


For a hile the new municipal system did not work well, A new 
‘of power had been ereated, viz., the voice of the people; 





whereas, before 1841, the ruling power in local affairs was the Magise 
trates’ Court of Quarter Sessions. The existence of two powers in 
each district resulted, as might be expected, in friction between the 
to, and in ¥ 





ous writings of that period we actually find refe 
ences to the clashing of the two sources of authority. ‘Thus in the 
Life (p. 264) of Win, Hamilton Merritt, who was one of the members 
of the Canadian Parliament at that period, he writes, under date of 
November 11, 1843, of the municipal institutions not working well i 
consequence of the two opposing powers, Once in a while, throug! 





lout the printed proceedings of the Simcoe District Council, we get 
glimpses of the clash of authority Between the two, but in one instance, 
(October, 1846) the District Council went s0 far in the other diceetion 
as to complain to the Government that there was a scarcity of magise 








The County Buildings (Jail and Court House) were erected, or at 
least the contract for them had been let by the magisteates, as we 
have seen in the preceding chapter, before the District Council came 
into existence or had any control over the expenditure for them. But 
the Council was ereated in time enough to have the exquisite pleasure 
ff paving for them, and they paid very dearly too. One of the frst 
troubles that arose for the new Simcoe District Council to settle in 





1843 was the building contract, the full particulars of which appear in 
the Council Minutes printed for the frst time in 1895. In the end the 
Council had a lawsuit with the contractor, Charles Thompson, and 
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‘another with the architect, Horace Keating. To settle with these men 
finally, the Council issued debentures for £300 in favor of Mr. Thomp= 
son, and other debentures for £256 7s. 2d. in favor of Mr. Keating, 

A period of activity on the part of the Simcoe District Councillors 
in focal affairs, ia keeping with the general activity all over the Pro- 
vince, followed the introduction of responsible government which $0 
‘many people ofall political shades had been pleased to welcome. Those 
who had been in power so long had had time enough to introduce new 








measures in the way of progress, but they had not kept pace with the 
‘growing needs of the country. ‘The Common School Law, the Muni= 
cipal Councils ct, and other measures of the first importance, at this 





period kept legislators, both parliamentary and local, quite busy. 

While the Act of 1831 was in force during the forties, the town- 
ship councils, ia the form ie which we now know them, had not yet 
fany existence. So the local affairs of the district mostly devolved upon 
the District Council, which levied the taxes, Common schools and 
‘common roads held the chief places in the Simcoe Councils 
in other districts at the time. The highly pune 


work, as 








tious spirit shown in 
the methods of the District Council, as itis displayed in the printed 
proceedings, is edifying; but it was perhaps no more than was cur- 
rent in offial circles in Canada at the time, where “legality and 
‘established forms" were the bane of the country, according to Lord 
Elgin, 

There was no pay for District Councillors at the outset of the 
District system, and yet the Simcoe Councillors passed a By-law 
(May, 1844) to impose a fine of six shillings a day on everyone who 
should absent himself. But it does not appear that the Council ever 
enforced its own ordinance, which was perhaps in the nature of what 
some people nowadays would call a “bluff” and the By-law was 
ultimately repealed, October, 1898 

In February, 1845, the Councillors recorded a protest at setting 
no pay for their services and having the expense of boarding away 
from home, so they petitioned the Legislative Assembly to grant coun 
cillors a pittance of not more than a dollar a day. ‘In many of the 
‘nackwood townships,” their petition to Parliament went on to say, 





‘the farmer finds it a sufficient sacrifice when he devotes four weeks 
val 





‘of his time to the discharge of his duties as District Council- 


lor, without entailing on himself in addition any outlay of money 
which, in a great many cases, he can very il afford.”” Parliament, as 
it was usual for them to do, paid great deference to the Simeoe County 
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petitions, and passed an amendment to the Municipal Councils Act, 
giving power to District Councils to grant an allowance to their mem. 
bers during their attendance at meetings. ‘The Simooe District Coun 
cillors lost no time in availing themselves of the privilege, for at the 





October session of 1846 they voted themselves a fixed allowance of 
six shillings and three pence a day. 
After 1846, by the Amended District Councils Act of that ye 


the Council met only twice a year for a period, instead of four times 
as hitherto, 








According to Mr. Baldwin's Municipal Act of #849, the reeves of 
the several townships were to form the Couneil for the County, and 
after this time it was not ealled the District Council, but the County 
Council. Ia ince with that Act, the Simcoe’ District Council 
passed a By-law in 1849 (No. 75), dividing the county into groups of 
townships, with five “wards” ia each, and a returning officer for each 









at the succeeding lection, when a councillor was to be elected for 
each, In this way, the township councils throughout this county were 
frst organized, and the “town mecting”” for choosing officers, as well 
as the District Council itself, thus came to an end. At the first 
meeting of cach Township C 








wil elected in the manner just 
the couneillors elected from among themselves the 
reeves and deputy-reeves to be sent to make up the County Council 
‘This was the method of electing the County Council pursued until the 


describe 





revision and consolidation of the “Act respecting the Municipal 
Institutions of Upper Canada” (passed August 15, 1856), according, 
to which the reeves and deputy-reeves were elected by the direct votes 
fof the people. This change came into effect with the beginning of 
1867. 

The Simcoe County Council, ia August, 1830, repealed the part of 
the former By-law (No. 73, 1849), which’ referred to. six unions of 
townships. In a new By-law, (No. 88), they substituted five new 
unions for the six formerly made, and thus provided for the return of 
nineteen members instead of thirteen. The new unions were as folr 
lows — 





Tiny and Tay. 
Orillia (North and South) and Matchedash, 
Vespra, Flos and Sunnidale 

Buphrasia and Collingwood (townships). 
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Some of these unions continued in force for several years. In 
fact, the union between North and South Orillia is not yet dissolved 
1870, the County 

ty, and a reduction 





By dispensing with the October session 
Council effected a saving of aver $1,000 to the 
‘of $300 in the expense of printing. They accordingly also dispensed 





with the fall sessions in 187 

For a great many years the Warden was elected in the County 
Council by open voting, but in June, 2884, the Council resolved to 
lect the Warden by ballot in future, and passed a By-law with this 
election had been carried on by motions, 








fend in view. Hitherto, 
Yoted upon by the couneil in the order of their presentation. 





During the early years of the eighties, murmuring beg: 
heard about the high cost of the County Council, At this time, some 
‘Muskoka townships were still included with Simeoe for Municipal pure 
poses, which made the numbers in attendance at the council board 
Quite large. In a table compiled for November, 1884, and printed 

ils of the costs of various County 








‘with the minutes for that session, det 
sars, 1873 to F883. But_no decisive 





Cowacils ace given for eleven y 
steps could be taken at the time to reduce the number, 

‘The council went on increasing ia numbers, and culminated in 
1888 with 57 members, When a Municipal Commission was engaged 
S, in the investigation of the working of the Municipal 





in January, 18 
Institutions Act of this Province, the Simcoe County Counell resolved 
that the time had come when a reduction should be made in the repre- 
sentation of the minor municipalities. The presence of 57 councillors 

Some change. 





at the council board this year emphasized the need f 
This was effected, and rele! obtained, by the setting apart of the 
Muskoka townships into a district by themselves, 


Notwithstanding the removal of a part of the council to form 
Muskoka District Council ia 1888, the numbers continued to increase, 
and again reached 57 in 1895 and 1896. Just prior to these maximum 
years, there was a revival of the agitation for a reduction in the cost 
fof doing the county's business. In deference to public opinion in 
this matter, the Council, in January, 180r, passed a By-law dispensing 
with the November sessions. This had effect in 1891 and 1892. A 

but in the two fol 








“special session’” was called in November, 1893, 
lowing years (2804-5) the By-law continved in force, and the November 
sessions were dispensed with, Just before the coming into effect of 
the new Act of 1896 a session was held in November of that year. 
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In 1896, the Ontario Legislature passed the “Act to Reduce the 
Number of County Councilors.” The commission of judges divided 
Simcoe County into nine groups of municipalities, or divisions, each 
division to elect two members or commissioners for a term of two 
years. The groups were the following 


1. Oro and Barri, 
2. Lonisfil and West Gwillimbury, with Bradtord, 
3 Tecumseth and Adjala, with Beeton and Tottenham, 

44 Essa and Tosorontio, with Alliston, 

5 Nottawasaga and Collingwood, with Creemore and Stayner 
6. Vespra and Suonidate 

7. Flos, Tiny and Penetanyuishene. 

8. Medonte and Tay, with Midland. 

9. Orillia Town and Townships, with Matched: 





The ten years of the Commissioners, vie., 1897-1906, inaugurated 
a period of several changes and new undertakings. It opened sith 
the scrutiny of the County Treasuree's transactions, which were closely 
investigated by new auditors, and the result was that he absconded, 
after which the amount of his defaults become apparent. Then fol- 
lowed soon afterward, the erection of a House of Refuge at Beeton, 
the inauguration of steel bridges and the inteaduction of a system of 
eounty roads, 


Revisioss avo Coxsouiparions of Covsry By-Laws. 


A committee was appuinted at the June session, 1860, for the co 
solidation of the County By-laws up to that time, At’ the October 
(1860) session, the council gave a number of the earlier by-laws final 











readings, as a result of the consolidation, and 300 copies of the By. 





laws were printed separately. in 





imphlet form (S2 pages) after the 
October session 

Further revisions and consolidations of the By-laws were made in 
1864 and 1873. A committee on Revision submitted a report in Octo- 
Yer, 1877, and the By-laws from 185) 





877 were ordered to. be 
printed (4oo copies) 





Another revision was made in 1885, and still another was author 
ized in November, 1888, as a number of very important By-laws 
were omitted from the revision of 1886, The special committee in 
charge of the matter, submitted their report in June, 1889, They had 


18 
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v 


liminated {com the last edition the By-laws relating to the Muskoka 
District, as this was no longer a part of Simooe, and they had pre- 





pared 2 comprehensive index, giving the subject matter of each By- 
law. 600 copies of this revision were printed, 

In 1897, there was a further revision of the By-laws. In January 
of that year, the Council appointed for the purpose a. special com- 
mittee, which submitted in Junc 
printed 





revision, of which oo copies were 


Financia Arrains, 


Some doubt arose as to the validity of the By-law (No. 157) passed 
by the County Council in 1867 for the consolidation of the County’s 
Aebt, so by request the Ontario Legislature passed a statute to legalise 
the By-law, March 4, 1868, as 51 Viet, cap. 47. The By-law in ques= 
tion provided for the extension of the debt over a period of 15 years 

On the approach of the time for paying the new debentures, there 
‘was a repetition of the state of affairs that existed in 1867. A special 
session of the County Council was called t0 meet in September, 1880, 





at which a committee was instructed to prepare a By-law. To meet 
the debentures for $69,000 falling due, January 1st, 1882, a Sinking 
Fund had beea formed which hud at one time accumulated to about 
,000, but former councils had allowed the Sinking Fund to be used 
from time to time in paying current expenses, and had not levied 
sufficient amounts, yearly. A’ delegation waited on the Attorney-Gen- 
‘ral, who consented to the passage of Bill empowering the County 
Council to issue new debentures for $60,000 without a vote of the 
people. 

Owing to the frequent misappropriation of sinking funds by my 
cipal bodies, the County Council, at its session in January, 1893, 
passed an important resolution. Tt provided that in future only stich 
‘debentures of minor municipalities, the principal and interest of which 
are payable jo annual instalments, should be guaranteed 








Sone Sprciar axo Miscenxaxrous Grants, 


‘The County Couscil formed a Patriotic Fund in June, 1855, for 
the relief of the families of soldiers and sailors engaged in the 
Crimean War, by means of which about £1,000 was collected and 
forwarded for the purpose 

8a 
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At the time of the visi of the Prince of Wales in 1860, the decora- 
tions at railway stations in the county cost the sum af $730. 

In October, 1862, the County Council granted $2,000 toward the 
relict of the distressed in Lancashire, England, and other manufac- 
turing districts of Great Britain and’ Ireland, - Through no fault of 
theirs, these destitute people of the “old country" had been thrown 
‘out of work through the cotton famine resulting from the War of the 

States. This had been the sole 
cause of the distress pervading the manufseturing districts. With 





Rebellion then raging in the United 


promptness and liberality, the inhabitants of the towns of Barrie, Cole 
Tingwood and Orillia, as well as some other municipalities in the 
county, also contributed at that time to the relief of the suffering opera 
ja 
June, 1887. $100 to the Ridgeway monument in Queen’s Park, 
Toronto. 


ary, 1867. $200 for aid to the General Hospital, Toronto, 





January, 1868. $200 to relieve distress amongst Nova Scotia 
fishermen 

‘The Cousty Council, in November, 1868, granted $400 toward 
the distress of the inhabitants of the Red River Settlement. The 
Township of Oro likewise granted $200. The Ontario Provincial 
Treasurer, to whom the $400 was remitted, refused to receive the 
‘money, and the Warden was requested to confer with the Mayor of 
Toronto as to the disposal of it 





In January, 1871, the Council authorized the County Clerk to pur 
chase 65 copies of Hogg's new map of the County, $434 being expended 
altogether in the purchase of maps. 

In January, 1880, the County Council granted $500 in aid of the 
suffering and destitution prevailing at the time in Ireland, the amount 
being forwarded to the Duchess of Marlborough, Dubli. 

After the severe bush fires of August and September, 1881, the 
County Council granted, in January, 1882, the sum of $500 toward 
the relief of the Muskoka sufferers, to be applied for the purchase of 
seed in the spring, or in any way that may be deemed most advisable. 

In January, 1884, $100 was granted toward the aid of the sufferers 
in the Humber Railway disaster, 

‘The sum of $150 was granted in January, 1886, to assist the suf 
ferers at a lumber camp lately destroyed by fire in Muskoka, 
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Owing to the calamitous fre in September, 1887, by which the 
business portion of Gravenhurst was burned, its indebtedness to the 
Couaty for the County rates was struck off 

[A severe fire having visited Alliston in 181, the Couneil voted 
$1,000 toward relil, in June of that year. 


The House of Reruce axb Ispustay. 


As long ago as 1st there was 9 proposal to establish an indus 
trial farm for the beneft of the indigent of the county. In June of 
that 





var the County Council petitioned the Government for a free 
grant of land—the west half of 





No. 2 concession 1, Oro, for an 
Industrial Farm and House of Industry; but the Government had 10 
power to grant more than 0 acres of land for any public purpose. 
However, the Crown Land Office offered to sell to the County the tot 
mentioned a 





nos. (1) per acre, July 6, 1852. But as a Bill was 
before Parliament tor the object of providing for such institutions, the 
County Council took no action at the following. session in October. 
Altera time, the Council decided to purchase the Oro farm offered 
by the Crown at 20s. per acte, and a patent was received for it dated 
October 23, 1836, for the sum of $400. A year later, (October, 1857 






the Council resolved to rent the farm to a tenant, and again in Jan 
uuary, 1860, the farm was leased for another term. In June, 1869, it 
transpired that various persons had occupied the lot for a number of 
years, but the County had not received any reat from them, and the 





farm itself had by this time heen mostly stripped of the timber on it. 
So the County Council decided to sell it by auction. This plan not 
succeetling, the Council by private sale disposed of the piece of land 





(100 acres) to George McLean for $3,000, and passed a By-law to con 
fiem the sale, Neasly eleven years passed before the question came 
up aw: 

attention. In January, 1881, the Council appointed 2 special com= 
mittee to obtain information conceraing the probable cost of building 
and maintaining a House of Refuge. At that time Houses of Industry 
fand Refuge were maintained in Elgin, Norfolk, Waterloo and Wel- 
Tington Counties, and one in York was under consideration. The 


sin in the County Council, new railways having engrossed their 








Cominittee reported favorably in June, the cost in every instance being 
not half of what is paid local 





‘on the system of a divided maintenance, 


“The question shumbered for six years longer, until in June, 1887; 


a special committee of five was appointed to consider the erection of 





east pear) ‘woang ‘py Jo amor Se 

















(a) 
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House of Refuge in connection with an Industrial Farm for poor and 
Aestituie people, the committee being authorized 10 enquire into the 
probable cost and maintenance of such an institution, and to report at 
the November session. They communicated with counties having such 
institutions, and received replies from five. Without exception these 
spoke in the highest terms of such aa institution. A small committee 
was appointed in January, 1888, to visit some of the counties where 
they had such in operation. By November this last committee had 
obtained information, and'a f 

ion as t0 the cost of 





iether special committee of three was 





appointed to secure inform: 
town or village. The special committee reported in January, 1889, 
that the cost of building suitable for 100 inmates would be about 
$820,000, and the Council thereupon decided to take no further action 
for that time, 

Some further agitation took place from time to time, but it was 
spasmodic. A motion in the County Council in June, 1892, to have 
committee or three or five members collect information on the sub- 
ject was voted down by 7 to 39, The advocates of the institution were 








irrepressible, however, snd in June, 1895, the Council authorized 2 vote 
mn in January, 1896. The 


towns voted in favor of the project, but the rural municipalities against 





of the ratepayers to be taken on the que 


|. Tn some of the municipalities no vote was taken, but they were 
against the measure 

With the coming into operation of the Aet installing commission= 
ers, in January, 1897, the Warden, by request, appointed a special 
committee to inspect three or four Houses of Refuge in the Province 
‘These did so, and in June, the Council decided by a vote of 11 to 4 
to undertake the erection of a House of Ref 
they decided to k 
‘of Smith & Bird for the building. 





Ta November, 1897, 





the institution in Becton, and adopted the plans 


Ato 20 Greenat, Hosrrmars, 


The promoters of a Marine Hospital in Collingwood asked the 
County Couneil for a grant in November, 1885, hut the Council laid 
the matter over to the June session, 1886.” The question did not come 
up again until November, 1887, when a motion to grant $500 to the 
Hospital was voted down, by 23 

ing a two-thirds vote. Ie was ag: 
uuary, but ia June, 1888, $500 was granted to be paid to the hospital 





1 to 2t nays, the measure requir~ 
in-voted down in the following Jan 
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fon its completion, The General and Marine Hospital in Collingwood, 
built at this time, was the first institution of its kind in the coupty 

In January, 181, the County: Council grant 
Yingwood Hospital for annual maintenanc 





1d $140 to the Col 
on condition that one 
patient should be maintained in the hospital for a year. Simi 
were mide to the 











me institution on the same terms in subsequent 








Royal Vistria Hospital, Barta 

The Council voted $70 to the Barrie Hospital in Janvary, 1895, on 
condition that it would keep indigent patients for the council to the 
famount voted, Similar grants were made to the same institution in 
Succeeding years, In June, 1897, $500 was granted toward the erec 
tion of the new hospital in Barrie, the Royal Victoria Hospital, ard 
‘on its completion a further grant of $1,000 was made 

Assistance was given more recently, to the extent of $1,009, 10 
the combined hospital for Penetangul 





ne aed Midland, and a similar 
amount to the new eneral hospital in Orillia, 








Chapter XXL 
MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Tue Six HUNDRED Mex oF Suicor, 


Before passing to the subject of the County's Military affairs, « 
brief reference should be made to the pact played in the Rebellion of 
1837 by the ishabitants of Simcoe County. Some disaffection there 
undoubtedly was, especially ia the older or southerly portions. But 
by far the greater part of the county's population remained loyal to 
the Crown throughout the whole of the unfortunate troubles of that 
period. So pronounced were they in their professions of loyalty that 
they mustered in strong force and pushed to the front. This circum 
stance is mentioned in his Reminiscences (p, +38) by Samuel ‘Thompson 
who was an eye witness of the tenes 

“The day after the battle fat Montgomery"s) six hundred men of 
Simeoe, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Dewson, eame march- 
ing down Yonge Street, headed by Highland pipers playing the 


ational pibroch, With this party. were ‘brought in. sisty 
prisoners, tied to a long rope, most of whom were afterwards released 
on parole." 


Another writer, whose name does not appear quoted in the same 
volume (9. 133), also relates the circumstance as it appeared to him 

"A few days after some fifty or sixty rebel prisoners from about 
Sharon and. Lloydtown, were marched down to the city, roped 
together, two and two ina long string; and shortly alterwards a 
volunteer corps, commanded by Colonels Hill and Dewson, raised 
Amongst the Ibg-cabin settlers in the County of Simcoe, came down in 
Sleighs to the city, where they did daty all winter. It was an extra- 
‘ordinary Tact that’ these poor settlers, living in contentment in their 
Ing cabins, with their potsto patches around, should tuen out and pt 
down a rebellion, originated among old settlers and wealthy farmers 
in the prosperous County of York. 








While this was the view taken by a loyal writer, quite a different 

account of the same event is given by J. C. Dent in his Upper Can 

adian Rebettion (Vol. I, page 149), and is partly based upon the 

description of the march to Toronto in Lindsey's life of W. L, Mac 

Kenzie, I1., 100, The following is Mr, Dent's account 
“Supporters of the Government conceived themselves to be folly 

justified in arresting any one who was known to have professed Radi= 

1281 
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‘al opinions. This spirit manifested itself in some exceptionally high- 
banded proceedings," ‘Several hundeed. persons assembled at. Brad 
ford, in the township of West Guilimbury, and formed. themselves 
into’a sort of vigllance committee. "Without any pretence of author: 
ity, they tntruded into the houses of suspected persons, seized all 
vhs found on the premises; and, in not afew instances, made prisoo- 
ers of the inmates.” They then set out on smarch to Torentor pats 
ing through Davidtown, Holland Landing and Newmarket, and make 
ing prisoners on the way of ‘whomgoeter they thought Gt. Each 
prisoner, upon being seized, was pinfoned by one arm to a strong 
Centra Tope, and. was thus paraded along the highway amid. the 
hooting and jeeringe of his captors. By the time ‘Toronto. wat 
reached the ‘number of seizures had footed up to between fty and 
Siny._ The unhappy prisoners presented an ignominious spectace a= 
they were marched dawn Yonge Street into the city. Many of them 
twere wealthy, respectable yeomen, and some of them had had no part 
in the insurrection. Upon being’ banded over to the authorities they 
twere thrown indiseriminately into. jail, -where’ some of them, Were 
Goomed to languish for months before being brought to tia” 








Amongst those who, besides Colonel Hill and Major Dewson, 
were in charge of volunteers from this district, were Colonel Edward 
G, O'Brien, of Shanty Bay, and Col. Arthur Carthew of Hawkestone 
and Newmarket. Col. O'Brien marched for Toronto, but before arriv= 
ing at the city he received instructions from Sir F, B, Head, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, to take charge of the settlement near the vil- 
lage of Bond Head, for there had heen some disaffection in that dis» 





‘The men of Simcoe responded so promptly to the call that few 
able-bodied men were left in some of the settlements. Many of the 
lunprotected women and children who remained at home were seized 
swith a dread that they would be massacred by the Indians from the 
Coldwa 

‘ver the cessions of their lands about that time. ‘The fear was natural, 








1 Reserve, as they were giving the Government some trouble 


nut eventually proved groundless 

‘There were enough veterans among the militia to improve the 
raw recruits and turn them into good soldiers. The commanding 
officer of the main portion of the Simeae Milita, Jeremiah Wilkes 
Dewson, was born at Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, Eng., Feb. 6, 
i704. At the outbreak of the disturbances of #837 he was gazetted 
Major of an Incorporated Regiment, and afterward held the rank of 
Colonel in the Simcoe Militia. He died in West Gwillimbury, Aug. 





29, 1852, 
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Under Major Dewson were the following Captains with their 
several companies 

Hugh Stoddart, Rev, Win. MeKillican, and Thomas Parker with 
the three West Gwillimbury companies, 

jptaing Armstrong, Thomas Duff (Essa), Edmund S. Lally 

(Vespra and Kempeafeldt Bay), Keating, Slee (Orillia), Thomas Craig 
(Medonte), and James Datling (Penetanguishene). 

The pay roll for 12 days! service of Capt, E, S. Lally 
pany shows 38 men at 18, ad. a day, besides the officers. 

‘This muster of men for putting’ down the Rebellion in 1 











(7th) Come 








7 laid 
the foundation of the military organization in this county and was the 
forerunner of the 3sth Regiment of the present time. In most of the 
pioncer settlements they afterward kept up Training Day once a year 
for a long time, for all the able-bodied men, each township having 
muster of its own. But this system was defective and produced no 
ood results 





‘Tue Peron or Tue Senevrany Mier 





Prior to 1863, military affairs w 





e very different from what they 
afterward became, As an example of the military organization of 
former years, we may take the year 1857. The Sedentary Militia of 
Simcoe then consisted of eight battalions, thus =— 





1 Liewt-Col. Elmes Stesle, Medonte, 
“James Manning, Tecumseth, 


4% John Rose, Bradford. 

5 "Thomas Loyd, Barrie, 

6 “John McWatt, Nottawasaga and Sunnidale, 
7 Benjamin Ross, Innisfil 

8 “George MeManus, Mono. 


(The third was either unorganized, oF had no commanding affice. 

‘These were called Sedentary Battalions. Col, Edward W. Thor 
son of Toronto at this time had the command of the sth Mil 
Arlee in whi ed. 

Besides the above sedentary battalions, there were, in that year, 
0, the following: rifle companies -— 

Barrie, Capt, W. S, Durie. Lieut, H. Bernard. Ensign, Joreph 

Rogers. 

Collingwood, Capt. A. R. Stephen, Lieut, W. D.. Pollard 
Ensign, G. Moberly. Surgeon, A. Francis, 





itary Dis 








h the Simeoe Battalions were sit 
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(The rile companies established throughout the Provinge were the 
forerunners of the volunteer movement of 2853.) 

‘The Militia Bill and the Volunteer Militia Bill, both of 1863, were 
the outcome of the War of the Rebellion in the U.S. They were 
defensive measures and inaugurated a new period in military matters. 
By the year 1866 we find that the establishment of volunteer come 
panies had already been of the utmost importance to the whole Pro- 


Tae Penton oF Tux VouuTEens. 


Phe men of Simooe turned out at the Fenian Raid in 1865. At 
this threatening time, John Hogg organized a Collingwood Battery of 
Garrison artillery, at the request of the Government, and was given 
the command, He was afterward gazetted Licut-Col. in 1877, The 
County Council provided for the wives and families of the volunteers of 











ty called out for active service in the Fenian Raid, by a grant 
2.00 for each wife or infirm adult, and 25 cents for children, per 
wweele, commencing with June 1st, 1866. The towns of Collingwood 
and Barrie also contributed to the relief of the families of the volun 

‘Thomas C, Scoble, Acting Brigade Major of the sth Miltary Div 
sion, U.C., Toronto, wrote Lieut-Col. Thos. R, Ferguson, the 
warden, in November, +866, on the necessity for Drillsheds in’ con- 





of 





nection with the Volunteer system of the County. The Volunteers of 
Simcoe would require a Battalion shed as headquarters, and eight 
company sheds, for which the Government would make up about one= 
half of the cost. At this time the County Council raised by deben- 
‘ures a loan of 85,000 for this puspose. At contract prices making’ an 
aggregate of $8,038, of which the Government granted $3,200, the 
Council erected Drilsheds in various parts of the county. By June, 





1867, the whole of the sheds were under way, and some of them about 
‘completed, as follows 

A Battalion shed at Barrie 

Two company sheds at Collingwood. 

One each at Cookstown, Orillia, Oro, Bowmor 
Bradford, Bond Head, Rosemont 


(Denteoon) 





The Battalion shed erected in Barrie was completed by November, 
1868, and was said to be one of the finest in the Province, It was 
built wholly of wand, those being the days of chesp lumber. During 
the summer, an accident had occurred while the building was in course 
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of erection. A storm sprang up, destroyed a large amount of mate 
killed one of the men employed, and seriously injured the contractor, 





William Graham, The Council granted him $200 as a bonus. This drill- 
shed of the Battalion, at Barrie was burned down, August, 1886, 
‘The County Council granted 25 cents a day to each volunteer of 
the county on duty, in camp oF garrison, in June, #872, the aggreg 
‘grants for 1872 being $1,659. Similar grants were made for several 
years afterward by the Council, and in 1873 an additional $100 for 


rife prizes, The latter became a fixed grant from 1885 to the pre- 


























In the sinties LieutCol. Mex. McKenzie was placed in com: 
mand of the Simove Battalion, He died at Port Arthur, Ontario, May 
18, 1882, in the discharge of is duty as an officer of the Northwest 
Mounted Police, and the Battalion erected monument over his grave 
in the Union Cemetery at Barrie. He was succeeded in the command 
by Lieut.-Col, Wes. E. O'Brien, who commanded the York and Simcoe 
Battalion ia the Northwest Rebellion of 1885. In this Rebellion the 
rlunteers of the “Simcoe Foresters"? distinguished themselves by 
their soldierly conduct, and on their return home, the County Council 
gave them a reception and entertained them ina manner fitting. such 
an occasion. The 12th Batallion, County York, accompanying the 
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sth, were also entertained with the County Battalion, Liewt.-Col 
Richard Tyrwhitt who had the command of the York contingent in the 
Northwest service, died June 22, 1900, 

‘The Dominion Government, in 1887, refunded $1,024.32 to this 
County for kit supplies to the men of the 3sth while in the Northwest, 
the County Council having-made a request for the refund. And on 
receiving it, the Council contributed: $500 to the erection of a head- 
‘quarters armory at Barrie, the Town of Barrie granted $500, and the 
Dominion Government $1,000. ‘The new armory was required to 
replace the Battalion drill shed burned in the preceding autumn, 

As showing the trend of opinion in making: provision for military 
supplies after the Northwest Rebellion, it is worthy of note that the 
application to the County Council, in November, 1859, for a grant of 
money to assist in procuring new helmets for the ssth Battalion 
resulted in no action by the Council except to memorialize the Dominion 
Government in the matter, as the Council thought it was the duty of 
the Dominion Government to provide the articles. This view of the 
County's share of responsibility had become eurrent after the North 
west Rebellion, The Militia Department, however, having refused to 
supply the helmets, the Council, in June, 1891, did s0 at a cost of 
8301 

The successors of Lieut 
have been the following :— 

Lieut.-Col. James Ward, 

Lieut-Col. Tohn B. MePhee, 

Lieut.-Col. George W. Bruce, (August, 1907). 

Th 1868, the ladies of the county presented the sth Regiment 
with a set of flags—the Queen's Colors and the Regimental Colors. 
Forty-one years later (in 1999) the County Council gave the Regiment 
the magnificent colors now in use, which are worthy of the foremost 
place the 35th has always held amongst the rural regiments of Canada. 

A brief historical sketch of the 3sth, by Lieut.Col. Ward, 
appeared in the Barrie Garctte of January 4, 1899, (Souvenir Number, 
celebrating the soth anniversary of the newspaper) 











Col. O'Brien in the command of the 3sth 











Chapter XXII. 


THE SCHOOLS. 
‘Tue Piovnen ScuiooLs oF THe Eaniesr Pexton. 


Prior to the year 1833, which we may regard as the close of the 

period and the time of the inauguration of the second period 
in the history of the schools of the county (the District Council estab 
lished in that year having assumed the control of school matters) 
about fifty common schools were in operation. Bur many of these 
were kept open for only pact of the year, and even then with the 








greatest difficulty as the sett 
their children 

"The number of schools in the various townships in 1843 were 
approximately the following :— 


s were too poor to afford education for 





West Gwitlimbury 6 
Teeuinseth 10 
Adjala 3 
Innisfil 5 
Essa 5 
Oro 6 
Oritia 2 
Medonte and Flos 3 
Tiny 3 
Vespra 2 
Sunnidate 2 
Mulmur 3 

© 


school affairs, there was great activity in the early forties, 
owing to the liberal aid to schools given by the Schoot Act of 18¢r. 
‘The number increased to 83 schools by the year 1847. 

[About the year 1825 the "'Scotch settlers" of West Gwitlimbury 
united to secure instruction for their children, and built a log cabin 
school house on lot 8, con. 6, which also served as a place of worship, 
Sir Peregrine Maitland 








Shortly after its erection, Lieut.Governor § 
fe) 
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Visited West Gwillimbury and this first school house there, and some 
fof the young scholars never forgat the Governor's visit, and his kind 
words to them. 

“The fist teacher was Wm, Moffatt, but in the spring of 1826 they 
obtained the services of John Carruthers, a tall spare man, 
who hed arvived from Scotland the previous summ 





His salary as 
tly by the parents of the pupils, there being then 
no provision by the Government for 


teacher was paid d 





1 regulation of public schools 
Among those who received their frst instruction in the school from 
Carruthers may be mentioned Thomas D. Mc 








‘ankey, afterwards 
Sheriff of the County. Me. Carruthers taught for two or three seasons 
at this place, and afterward became a travelling catechist of the Presby- 
tesian Church 

Susan Cassidy ws the frst teacher at Bradford, where she began 
to teach in 1837 at the age of 14. She was bora in Paris, France, 
could use the French language, and now lives at a 





advanced age 
near Boston, Mass., where she sfill teaches French, She taught at 
Bradford during parts of 1837 and 1838, but as she was young and 
could not manage the partly grown boys with unruly dispositions, she 
gave up this position and went to Tecumseth where she also taught 
Subsequently she hecame the wife of another teacher named Thomas 





O'Flynn, or Flynn, and both taught school. Tn 1848 they were teaching 
in Tecumseth, ia the schoo! near Jared Irwin's, two miles south of Pene 
ville. Thomas Flynn died in 2888 or about that time. Susan Flynn 
contributed some reminiscences of her pioneer teaching to the Docu 
mentary History of Education in Upper Canada, (Vol. 4, p- 151) 

John Dissett taught the Bradford school after Susan Cassidy, Tt 
is said that he would often go to sleep, and during such periods the 
childeen would hold high carnival in the school room. After Me 
Dissett's term, George Douglas taught the seh 





of in Bradford, 








About the year 1832, John Garhutt taught the frst school on the 
8th line of West Gwillimbury (Belfzy"s schoolhouse), and after him 
EN Hough taught it 

James Mackay, who contcibuted some reminiscences to the 4th 
volume of the Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada, 
pst 
also taught in Tecumseth and again in 1840 oF 1842 in West Gwilim= 
bury, two miles southeast of Bond Head, In 18,8 and 1849 he taught 


began to teach in May, 1837, in the ‘*Scotch Settlement.” He 





in Bradford, his name being erroneously printed as “Murray” in Vol 
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8 of the Documentary History, which contains his reminiscences of 
the Bradford school 

Patience Varcoe was one of the first female teachers in this 
county, having come from England with her parents in 1842 and 
settled in West Gwillimbury in the following year. She afterward 
became the wife of a Mr. Courtney of Lloydtown. Mrs, Courtney gave 
some reminiscences of her early school-teaching experiences in West 
Gwillimbury, Innisfil and Tecumseth, from 1843 onward, in the Docu 
mentary History, Vol. 6, p. 306. 

About the year 1834 oF 1835, John Macaulay was the first teacher 
at Fisher's Comer, onthe oth line af West Gwillimbury, (lots) 
Joseph Booth succeeded him at this school 


Up to the year 1843, six schools had been established in West 





Gwillimbury, 0 far as can be ascertained, and in August of that year 
he District Council passed 4 By-law to raise taxes for building five 


more school and another in dja, 





uses in the township 





Thomas Doyle was the first teacher at Mount Pleasant in West 
Gwitlimbury on the establishment of a school there in 1844, and 
remained a year or two longer as teacher at the place 

By the year 1843 ten schools were in operation in the Towas 
fof Tecumseth, and the District Couneil made 





ip 


vision in February, 





Yg4, for the erection of five others, 


‘The first schools in Tecumseth were in the southeast quarter of 
the township, where the earliest settlements were made. te the fure 
ther parts of the township, which, shout the year 1896, were still on 
the outskirts of the settlements, one of the first schools was on lot 10, 
on. 5, and there is a school at the place to this day. In early years 
it was known as Martin's school, 

About the year 1845, Henry King was the fist teacher at Ham: 
mill's schoolhouse, two miles west of Becton of the present day. Mr. 
King’s son helped him with the teaching, while here. In the same 
school, during the early ye 
McMahon, and O'Leary 

In Adjala, one of the most prominent of the p 
Patrick Downey. He taught in that township in 1842, or earlic 
also in 1843. Later (in 1845) he began teaching in Eramosa, Welling: 
ton County, and contributed some of his experiences of the pioneer 


other teachers were Pywell, Sigsworth, 








oncer teachers was 





days to Volume 5 of the Documentary History of Education 
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In the same township (Adjala) James Magee taught six months 
in 1842, in a school on fot 5, con. 3, but the school commissioners did 
not pay him his share of the Government grant. So he asked the Dis- 
trict Council to interfere in his behalf 


‘Phe frst school in Innisfil, and the one to which the '*Dathousie 
settlers sent theie children, was erected at Gimby’s Corners (Churchill), 
in 1837 oF 1838 One Harrison was the first teacher there, and was 
employed directly by the people, who clubbed together for the purpose 
To this school came children {rom Croxon's Corners, Gilford, and 
indeed from every place west and east, north and south, within 
radivs of ten miles 





This was the frst and only school in this part of Innisfil for some 
years, We have been enabled to obtain the family names of those 
who attended it; the list is made up of almost all those families who 
were resident in the southern part of Lonisfl at the time: Kettle, 


O'Donnell (Gilford), Clement, Willson, Ross, Scott, Rogerson, Me= 








Lean, Cripps, Lennox, Hindle, Ritchie, Gimby, Patterson, Todd, 
Fisher, Garbutt (rom the Hollows of West Guillimbury), Gartley, 
Wallace, Moore 

Win. Booth was the first teacher at Stroud in the thirties, and 


was followed by Samuel Ross. 


The first school in Ess was held in a Jog: house that was erected 
‘on lot 1, con. 10, early in the thirties to serve as an Orange Lodge 
The 





st teacher here, or at least the first of which any account has 
reached the writer, was Andrew Coleman, an old man who taught the 
hildren of the pioneers for a time. (He was related to the family of 
this name on the Innis side.) A Mr. Bird also taught them, but 
‘nly for a few months, as he grew eross, (so the story goes}, and they 





had to pot him out of the position in which he had practised his 
fogging, powers too extensively. In the same building James Johns- 
ton alse taught for a time, and thea went to the Lewis schoo! in the 

1c year 1841. Mr. Johnston was a good 
ppeneman, and at a later time went to Owen Sound or its vicinity, where 
his fam 


same neighborhood, about 








iy and descendants prospered. It was about the same time 
thet a usion school was erected and called Ross’ school. It was on 


the south 





fe of the broken front in Tecumseth, but did service for 
the settlers along the townline in both townships. Another early 
teacher here was a Mr. Macaulay. 
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On the farm of D. Lewis, lot 3, con. 11, 2 mile north of Cooks 
town, a school was established at an early date, It is said that a Mr, 
MeMahon was the first teacher here, There were also, at an carly 


date, in the same school, Crawford M. Maxwell (for two or three 


years) and a Mr. Carter. After these, Mr. Johnst 





mn, mentioned above, 
flso taught the school for a time. The school was afterward moved to 
Cookstown, 


On the Penetanguishene Road north of Kempenteldt there were 
some of the earliest schools in the County. A log schoolhouse was 
built at Crownhill (lot No, 10), on the Oro sid, before the Rebellion of 
1837, and William Crae was the fist teacher in it. He was succeeded 





432 by Edward Luck who taught the schoo! continuously for 





years 





Further north, at Dalston, Charles Debenham was the frst 
teacher, also at an early time, and still further on, Thomas Williams, 
afterward a minister and missionary of the Methodist Church, taught 


school at Craighurst 


Bredericke Gatesiman taught in the common school at Barrie ia 


i 





1842 and probably at an earlier time, after which he went to Engl 


The Government granted land for the erection vf school houses, 





1d for school purposes, generally, in the Towas of Barrie, Orillia, and 
Penetanguishene, In fact, in nearly, if nat quite, all of the three, at 
the times of the surveys of the original tawn plots, sites for schools 
At Orillia, during this pioneer period, there were a few teachers, 
mostly sent by the Methodist Church, including ‘Thomas. Williams, 
besides Andrew Moffatt and his wite 
In the western parts of the county, Gilbert Macaulay taught early 
in the forties at Sunnidale Corners, and George Sneath at Crowe's 
Corners. At D 
were the frst teachers about the same period, the fist school in Not- 








roon Peter Ferguson and Maleolm Livingstone 


tawasaga having been in operation in 1843 oF earlier. 


‘Tue Sctoors Use He Distmicr Cousen. (1843-50) 


The Upper Canada Common School Act of 2843 created the office 


‘of Township Superintendent of Schools, an officer of this kind taking 





the place of the former school commissioners in exch township. The 








H 
] 
{ 
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District Council of Simcoe at the February session of 1844, appointed 
1 Superintendent for each township, the following being: the list, so 


Adjata Michael Ryan, 
West Gwillimbury Rev, Wim. Frase 
Inaishi Lewis B, Algeo. 
Mono, George MeManus 
Nottawasaga. Calvin Throgpe 
Orillia Rev. J. Maclatyre 
Oro, Edward Ryall 
Sunnidate Donalel Shave 
Tay James Keating 
Teewmeeth Rev. F. L. Oster 
Tiny Win, Simpson, 
Vespra. Pateile Smith 


At the same session of the District Council (Februar 
Council nominated the Rev, S. B, Ard 





, 1844) the 
gh as the County Superin- 
tendent of Education, in accordance with the new School Act. Owing 
to the increased duties placed upon the County Superintendent under 





fan amended Common School Aet, requiting a larger share of his time 
than he could spare, the Rev. S. B. Ardigh tendered his resignation 
in October, 1846, to take effect at the close of the year. The Council 
accepted his resignation and appointed Henry A. Clifford of Oro to 
the office. The increased duties referred to consisted in the change by 
Which the school tex was to be paid to the District Superintendent 
instead of the Township Superintendents 

Me. Clifford's salary as Distriet Superintendent was only £70 





a year. He traversed the district on horseback and gave interestn 





ts of the condition of the schools, some of his reports having 
heen printed. In 18y7, he found there were, in Simcoe District, 5 
common schools, taught by 79 male and only 4 female teachers, In 
this particu 





it is worthy of note that nowadays female teachers 
preponderate over male teachers, There were also 14 Sunday Schools 
in operation, As a rule, teachers of good attainments could not be 
‘obtained for the mere pittance which trustees had it in their power to 
offer them. Mr. Clifford observes, in 1848, that the teachers" pay was 

frequently less than that paid to a common day laborer. 
Under the School Act of 1849, township superintendents resuined 
held, and Henry A, Clilford laid down his 


the place they had formed 
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office, March 1, 1850. 1 was a period of frequent changes in school 
affairs, some of the changes not being always for the best. efore 
the use of the ballot at elections, in the days when everybody knew 
how everybody else voted, there were many instances when teachers 
lost their positions because they did not vote according to the views of 
their employers 


Tre Comox Senoons ov Lares Yeans. 


‘The Common Schoo! Law of 180 authorized the grammar schoo! 
trustees and local superintendents to constitute a county board of Pub 
lic Instruction 





to examine and give certificates of qualification to 
teachers of the eomnion schools. Hitherto, both district and 





superintendents had given certifeates of qualification to teachers, and 
the power of granting these did not desirably rest in the hands of a 
single individual, Hence the need for the establishment of the county 
hoard. The first meeting recorded of the Simcoe County Board of 
Public Tastruction was held May 29, 1851, His Honor Judge Jas, 8. 
Gowan being the chairman. 

In January, 1852, the County Council considered the question ¢ 
forming a second Board of Public Instruction, viz., for South Simcoe, 
which hitherto had been part of the territory of the first Board, but 
tid not then take any steps to form a new Board. Tt registered a 
protest, however, against having no power of control over the outlay 
Df the existing board, whose expenses they were called upon to pay. 
In November, 1853, Rev, F, L, Osler petitioned the County Council 
for « Board of Instruction at Bond Head, where a grammar schoo! 
was established about the same fime. The Councit deferred action 
Tipoa the petition until the next session, A new law came into opera 
tion in January, 1854, giving the County Council power to appoint the 
eastees of the county grammar schools. This altered the cireum= 
stances, so the Council at their January session established a Board 
Of Public Instruction at Bond Head, composed of the eight townships 
Jn the south half of the county as it was then constituted 

(One of the changes made by the Common School Act of 1846 (9 
Vict, chap. 20) was to abolish the office of Township Superintendent. 
But the Act of 1849, as it has been already stated, restored these to 
office for more than 21 years? longer, The names of the Township 
Superintendents appointed by the County Council for the various years 


in that period were 
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Adjala, James Hart, 1851, June, 1855-73 Patrick Kelly, 1852-5; 
Rev. F. X. Pourret, 1858} Rev. Michael Shea, 1859-40; Rev 
J. J. Synmott, June, 186046; Rev. P. Conway, June, 1866; Rev. J. 
Mitchell, 1807-8; Rev. R. A.’ O'Connor, 1869-703 Rev. T. J. Sullivan, 
Essa and Tosorontio, ‘Thomas Drury, 1851-4 
Essa. Rev. Wim, F JW, Norris, MD., 1857 
Rob't. T. Banting, 18567 





Flos, Geo. MeKay, 1855; Rev. $, Brownell, 1856; Henry A. 
(Citford, 18575 Willian Harvey, 18387 

West Gwilimbury. Rev. Wn, Fraser, 1851-71 

Innisfil. Rew. The 





as Lowey, 1851-2; Rev. G. Nugent, 185345 
Res. S. B. Ardagh, 1855-65 J. W. Norris, M.D. 18573 Rew. Edward 
Morgan, 1838; Robert Cox, 1859} John Chantler, 1860; Rev. Thos 
D. Pearson, 1861-2; Rev. Jacob Poole, June, 1862-7 

Medonte, Tiny and Tay. Henry A. Clifford, 1859 











Medlonte. Henry A. Clifford, 1853-9; James Shaw, 1860-43 Geo, 
Ree, ROH, Harris, 18589 and 1871; Rev. Wan, Joba 


Bush, 186 





ston, 1870, 
Mono. Abraham Martin, 1851-2; Rev. John Fletcher, 18536 
Rev, Jacob Vanlinge, 18578; Moses Harshaw, 1850-62; Rev 
John Corbett, 183; Rev, Alex. Henderson, 1864-5; Rev. Richard 
Cleary, 1856.03 Rev. W. M. Christie, 1870-1 
Mutmur. John Little, 851; Rev. John Fletcher, 1852-6; Rev 
Jacob Vanlinge, 1857-8; John Cooper, 1850-60; Rev. Archibald Col 

















quhoun, 1861-5, and 1859, 1870-1; Rew. John MeCleary, 1867 
Morrison and Muskoka, Jas. Bailey, sry jr 
1866.8, 
Morrison, Jas. Hailey, 2869 Joseph Wasdell, 1870 
Muskoka. Win. H, Taylor, 1869.70: Rev. Walter Weight, 1872 


Monel, Win, H, Taylor, 1870-1 








Nottawasaga and Osprey. Join Ferguson, 1851 
Nottawasaga. Andrew Jacdine, 1852-6; Rev. John Campbell 
18573 G. 1. Bolster, 185895 Wm, Reed, 1860; Rev. John Campbell, 
June, 186051; Angus Bell Rev. Jas, Greenfield, 1869-7; Rev 
S. Briggs, 1868; Geo. C. McManus, M.D. 1866-71 
Orilia. Rev. Ari Raymond, 18543 Rev. John Gray, June, 1851-85 
Rev. T, Bolton Read, 1855-62; Dr. Geo, H. Corbett, October, 186 

















Ree. Alex. Stewart, 1853-71 
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Oro. Duncan Clark, 18st; Rev. John Gray, 1852-9; Rev. James 
Stewart, August rst, 1850-62; Rev John Gray, June, 1863 
Jes. Ferguson, 1865-71 

Tay and Tiny, Wm. Simpson, 1853 
1867-8; Rev. S. L. Atherton, June, 1868; Rev. John Flood, 1860, 








6; George Mitchell, Jun 





Tay. John Irving, 1870-2 
Tiny. Rev. John Flood, 1870-1 
Tecumseth, Rev, P. L, Osler, 181-6; Rev. Wm. Fraser, 

Rev. S. S; Strong, 1839-60; Rev. Win, Fraser, 1851-2; Rev 

Fiddler, 18638; Rev, John Davidson, 1869-71 
Tosorontio, Rev. John Fletcher, 1855-6; J. W. Norris, M.D, 

1857; Rev. J. Vanlinge, 1858-9; John’ Anderson, 1860; Wm. Weight, 

861-2; Rev, Alex, McClennan, 1863.9; Rev. Jas. Mattheson, 1870-1 
Vespra, Flos and Sunnidale, Patrick A. Smith, 1851; Rev. Thos. 

Lowry, June, 1851-2; Rev. G. Nugent, 185344 
Vespra and Sunnidale. Rev. John Douse, 1855; Rev. S. B. 

Acdagh, 1856; Henry A. Cliford, 1857; Ephraim Dean, 1858; George 

Lane, 1856. 

Sunnidale, Wm, Gladstone, 1860; Ephraim Dean, 1861-3, and 
1865; Rev. John Campbell, 1864; Rev. Jas. Greenfield, Now., 1864, 
and June 3865-7; Alex. Heaslip, 1868-71 

Vespra. George Lane, 1860; George Sneath, rho1-7 











Barrie. Rev, Joha Douse, 1854-6. 
Watt and Cardwell, Christopher Martin, 1871 
St. Vincent, Euphrasia and Collingwood Townships, Jason Bur- 
hell, 1852 
Artemesia, Charles Draper, 1854 





In more than half of the townships throughout this county, as 
elsewhere, the local superintendents were clergymen of some Protestant 
denomination, This gave umbrage to Roman Catholies, and wss one 
of the chief reasons for the Separate School clauses in the Act of 


Schools established ia 





1853. By the year 1859, there were Sepa 


Nottawasaga, Orillia, Vespra and Barrie, and the By-law in that year 





to raise the levy throughout the county for school purposes specifies 
the schools af this kind for the frst time. Thomas R. Ferguson, M.P. 
for South Simcoe, introduced 4 Bill into the House of Assembly to 
repeal the Separate Schools Act or clauses, March 0, 1840. But his 
BIN was withdrawn, May 18, and he eeintroduced it in 1861, but with 
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The Ninth Volume of the Documentary History of Education 





t of the early schoo! buildings and accommodation 
by the Rev. Joba Gray, D-D., who was School Inspector for Oro and 
Orit for several years. It was part of a paper he prepared for the 
Fast Simcoe Teachers’ Association in 1892, 


2 The County Counc, in June, 1869, offered some opposition to the 


proposal made by the Rev. Dr. Egerton Ryerson, the Chief Superine 
tendent of Education, to abolish the office of Local or Township 
Superintendent and appoint County Superintendents, The system of 
having clergymen inspect the cammon schools had already produced 
separate schools and other unfortunate results, and it was deemed to 





be time for 2 change. Dr. Ryerson attended a convention in Barrie 
in January, 1860, and the County Council then in session also attended 
the same convention, with a view to arriving at an agreement, but 
this did not allay their opposition or convince them of the need of a 





change. The Act passed the Ontario Legislature in due course, 
abolishing the Township Superintendents and introducing a new order 
ff affairs. In June, 1874, the Council appointed, in compliance with 
the Act, the Rev. William McKee, inspect ls for the South 


Riding of the County, and James €. Morgan, inspector for the North 











Riding. In the following January the Council protested because the 
new school law increased the expenses of inspection and the Board of 
Examiners, Also because there was a higher standard required for 
certificates than under the old Roard, with the prospective result (a 
the opinion of the Council) that many schools would he closed. Their 
fears ultimately proved to be groundless. By the late schoo! changes, 
1 Board of Examiners for the County took the place of the Boards of 
Public Instruction, North and South, 

In January, 1876, the County Council set apart the District of 
Muskoka and Parry Sound as a distinct school inspectorate, and 
pointed the Rev, A. Findlay as Inspector, but it would appear that 
the Education Department did not consent to the change, and no pay 
ment to the Rev. Mr. Findlay appears in the County records. Hitherto 
been in the inspectorate of North 





the schools of the new distrits ha 
Simcoe. In October, 1878, the Council requested the Education 
Department to set apart Muskoka District for Inspectoral purposes, 
and followed up the request in the following January by appointing 
the Rev. Thos. McKee, schoo! inspector for the proposed inspectorate, 





of the Muskoka District. Early in the ensuing March, the Minister 


fof Education signified his concurrence in the arrangement, and the 
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Rev. Thos, McKee entered upon his duties. Owing to the difficulties 
the people of Muskoka townships had to contend with, they could 
keep the schools in some sections open only one-half of the year 
In 1877, Model Schools were established in Barrie and Bradford 
for training schoo! teachers, one in each of the two ridings of the 





county. At its October session, the County Council granted S100 £0 
cach for yearly maintenance, 

Rev. William McKee resigned his position as Public Schoo! 
Inspector for South Simeoe, and the County Council appointed Rev 
Thomas McKee as his successor, in June, 1881, Again, in 1887, the 
Council, finding the schools of North Simcoe required a third inspector, 
set apart East Simcoe as a distinct inspectorate, and in November 
appointed Isaac Day to fil the position, Ta. 1996, James C. Morgan 
having resigned as Public School Inspector for North Simeoe, the 
Council appointed G. K. Mills to succeed him. 









‘The Public School Act of 1856 having authorized Continuation 
Classes for pupils who passed the entrance and public schoo! leaving 
examinations, and certain schools in the county having taken advan- 
tage of the provision, the County Council granted, in November of 
that year, $2.50 per eapita to each school for the half year ending 
December 31, 1896. This resulted in considerable outlay on account 





Continuation Classes which were established in several parts of 
the county which had hitherto been unprovided with facilities for 
advanced schoo! teaining. 


Grasman Scntoors, Hicit Sewoous axp Cotteciate INstirUTEs, 


The history of the advanced schools of the county 





is not without 
fan interest of ifs own. On August 3, 1843, the Governor-General, 





Sir Charles Metcalfe, issued a commission appointing trustees for a 
District Grammar School, (Simooe being then called District instead 
of a County), And the District Council, on August 9, set apart the 
large room in the lower store House at 





‘of the east wing of the C 


Barrie for the use of the Grammar School, to be occupied until suit- 








‘able buildings could be provided. His Honor Judge Ardagh supplied 
it sketch of the early grammar school for the Sfth volume of the Docu- 
mentary History of Education (p. 283). 

‘The Government granted nine lots in Barrie for a school house 
and master's residence. Frederick Gore, the head master of the 











Grammar School, received the patents for three lots (Nos. 24, 25» 26, 





iy 
i 
H 
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tal of J acres) on the north side of Blake Street, August 
20, 1845, also No. 12 on the south side of Col 





ngwood Street, and 
others at later times. But the undertaking: of the erection of new 
buildings proceeded slowly. By March 20 of the same year (1845) 
the attendance of pupils at the Grammar School, which was the ovly 
fone in the county at that time receiving goverment grants, had 
reached 43, according to the report for that year. In October, 1848, 











‘the Grammar School was still carried on in the Court House, although 
not without « growing: dissatisfaction at the slowness of the comple. 
tion of the new building, on the part of the District Council. The 


room in the Court House was in 





we for the Grammar School until 
¥84o, the trustees having appealed to the District Council for a ggeant 
‘of money to enable them to finish the school house. Ia the Ister Bites, 
Mr. Gore was succeeded as Head Master by the Rev, W. F. Checkley 

In June, 1859, the above institution, which at this time was know' 
fs the Senior Grammar School, needed enlargement and improvement 
When buitt, it was calculated for only 30 pupils, but as the attendance 
had inereased to 66 daily, further accommodation was required. The 
members of the County Council made a personal inspection of the 
school and granted $700 for the extension of the building. “At « later 
time (about the year 1868) the name was changed to “High School” 





and in 1880 it became a Collegiate Institute, when the old building 
‘was abandoned for the one now in use. 

‘There was a Grammar School at Bond Head in January, 1854, 
it having heen built and opened at an earlier date, viz,” s8e2 
but this is the frst time it appears in the county records, the County 


Council at that time having appr the institution. It 








‘ould appear that it did not Nourish. In the Documentary History of 





Education, (Volume 14, ps 69), Dr. Egerton Ryerson's letters ive 
soime facts in regard to this Grammar School at Bond Head. It was 
‘open six weeks in 1856, but vacant the first half of 1857 and the aver 
age attendance was only six in the latter half of the last named years 


so that Common and Grammar Schools at Bond Head were anited into 


fone school. Rev. F. L. Osler, who was the moving spirit of the 





institution, was removed to Ancaster, Ontario, the same year (1857), 
and the school languished for a while afterward. In 1839, the school 
and even the school house, at Bond Head, were moved to Bradford, 
hich had petitioned the Council for a grammar schoo! two years before 
this time (viz., in June, 187), but the Council had been prevented from 


establishinge one at Bradford owing to the existence af the ane at 






































HE SCHOOLS 297 


Bond Head. Even in January, 1857, the Finance Committee of the 
County Council had disapproved very much of the for 
ment of 

of the yea 


er manage 
1e Bond Head Grammar School, and more especially of that 





1836, it having been notorious that the school had heen 
vacant for the greater part of the year 

Bradford ssised $2,000 by debentures for enlarging and improv: 
jing the High School in January, 1891, but it was soon afterward 
destroyed by fire. Early in 1892, the citizens raised a further sum of 
$83,000 for rebuilding the institution, 
furnished. 

Collingwood petitioned the County Couneil in June, 1857, for a 
Grammar School, and the Council established one in accordance with 


whieh is now well equipped and 





the request, and pasted a By-law for that purpose, on June 20. The 
first Principal of the School was the Rev. John Langtry, who taught 
the fist classes in his own house, Another teacher in Collingwoor 
was Frederick Gore, who had formerly taught the Grammar Schoo! 


in Barrie, had afterward gone to Collin 





ood, where, about 1863, he 
taught for some three years. Rev. Robert Rodgers became the Prin 
‘cipal in 1865, or earlier, In Mr. Gore's time, the schoo! was kept in 
«building on Front Street, and later, in Mr, Rodger's term, in the 
Council Hall, W, Wiliams, B.A., became the Pi nd 
for twenty-eight years and a half held the position, zetiring in August, 








cipal in 183, 





tgot, when G. K. Mills, B.A., was appointed, During the long. period 
of Me. Williams’ Principalship, the institution developed rapidly. A 

fan addition was made to it in 
1879, making a well-equipped building. With the beginning of 1879 





brick building was erected in 18s, 





it ecame a Collegiate Institute, the Rest to receive the name in this 
In January, 1876, the Ci 





unty Council passed a By-law to estab 
ish a High School in the Town of Orillia, the frst trustees of which 
were: —Rev. A. Stewart, Rev. John Gray, H, S. Scadding, Melville 
Miller, D. J. Beaton, and George J. Booth, 

Ta June, 1895, the County Council fixed by By-law, the fees to 
be paid by pupils attending the several High Schools and Collegiate 
Tastitutes at St per month while in attendance. In more recent years, 
high schools were established in Midland and Penetanguishene 


























Chapter XXIIL 


THE EARLY 





PRESS, 


Another teaching force—the Press— next deserves attention ; and 

although it is not under the care of officials, none the less it is all 

important to the people 

ispute that the Press of the county has exerted a powerful influence 
condition. Among the earliest persons of distinction 


id should not be omitted. Few persons will 





fn ite material 





in this county to play an important part in Canadian journalism was 
Hugh Scobie. Coming from the north of Scatland as an emigrant 
sm half a mile west of Bradford. But, 








led on af 





about 1834, he se 
not finding Canadian forest life congenial to his tastes, he soon 
changed his abode to Toronto, where he established the British 
Colonist, retaining, however, for several years after this, his West 
Gwillimbury farm.” The greater part of the official printing of the 
District of Simcoe (i., for the Court of Quarter Sessions, and for 
the District Council) was dose by Mr. Seobie from 1844 t0 1847. The 
Publishing house which he founded in Toronto at that early date is 
ow the well-known frm of Copp, Clark & Co, 

Although Simcoe County can thus claim an early adventucer ia 





Canadian Journalism it was not tll August 6th, 1847, that the county 
produced a newspaper of its own. The frst journal published north of 
‘Toronto was issued in B 





rie on that date under the proprietorship and 





editorial management of Thomas Fox Davies. Mr. Davies’ partner 
was Wan. R. Robertson, but the partnership was discontinued after 
three months, and Mr, Davies assumed control. ‘This pioneer repre 
sentative of the press was called the Magnet, At first it was neutral 


in polities, but afterward gave a support to the Baldwin Reform party 
Up to this time great inconvenience had heen experienced by the Dis- 


trict officials and the business men, owing to the want of a local press, 








each one fecling that the settlement of this northern coun 
retarded thereby. Efforts were made to induce some enterprising 
typo" to locate in the county town and supply the want; but with- 





out a guarantee of 500 subscribers to start with, none would risk his 


time and means in a district so sparsely settled, so little known, and 
so unfavorably spoken of by those on the frontier. The Magnet, soon 


lished, did good servic 
18] 


in advocating: the fist rail 





after it was esta 
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way through the count 





as it has already been shown in the Chapter 
fon the Northern Railway, and in other way’ it promoted the develop- 
ment of the new district. In 1852 Mr. Davies changed the name of 
his paper to the Northern Advance, a 

flourish at the present day. Twi 


id under this name it continues to 
years later (in 1854) Richard J. 








Oliver became proprietor of the Advance plant, and added thereto a 
book bindery. He owned it for several years, until he was appointed 
locating agent for the free grant lands in Muskoka, 





To offset the Reform ini 
journal, called the Herald was established ia 1851 by the Hos, James 
Patton in conjunction with Dr. Pass, Hewett Bernard, Capt, E, 
Walker, and others. After an existence of three or four years the 


Hera 


nce of the Magnet, a Conservative 














‘expired, leaving the Adzance alone in the feld. But the Con 
‘setvative party soon became tired of its mille and water policy, and 
after the Herald had been dead for about a year, the plant of the 
lone in the feld, But the Co 





Herold expired, leaving the Advance 
stocks company consisting of D'Arey Boulton, D'Alton McCarthy, st. 
Dr. Pass, Daniel Bell, H.R. A, Boys, his Honor Judge Boys, and 
others. This company established in 1857 a new paper,—The Spirit 





of the Age, which was placed under the management of Mr. Davies, 
tho conducted it in the interests of out-and-out Conservatism and 








angeisin. Alter an existence of about five years, The Spirit of the 
Age expired. During the two last years of its issue it was the prop 
erty and under the control of Messes. Hunt & Parks, of Toronto. 








The person, who has been referred to so frequently in the foreo- 











ing remarks, viz., Thomas Fox Davies, the pioneer publisher of this 
county, and in fact, one of the pioneers of Provincial journalism in 
Ontario, was born in the City of Manchester, Eng., in. September, 





1819, and began his career as a printer at the age of fifteen in the 
office of the Manchester and Salford Advertiser. In 1837, when the 


Ldvertiser added to its plant the frst cylinder or power press out of 





London, Mr, Davies, then a young man, was appointed its first press- 








rman, After the close of his seven years’ apprenticeship, he sailed to 
America, landing in New York, Sept. 9, 1843. He spent a short period 
in New Orleans and Cincinnati, afterward settling in Toronto, where 
hae operated the frst eylinder press in Canada for Peter Brown of the 


Globe, in the year 1845. A sketch appeared in the Toronto. Glebe, 
Feb, 6, 1901, giving the career of the veteran printer, Mr, Davies, 


th occurred Nov. 10, 1903, at the age of 84 years 








whose d 
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William Manley Nicholson established the Barrie Examiner in 
February, 1864. Mann & Richardson established the Northern 
Gazette io 1868, and soon afterward it became the property of 
Nathaniel King. 

At Bradford, R. Goldie started newspaper called the Bradford 
Chronicle abst the time of the opening of the Northern Railway in 
1853. It lived for five or six years. William Donaldson started 





another newspaper at Bradford in 1855, called the Times, a Liberal 
journal, which had an existence of about ten years. In 1866, Porter 
Broughton purchased the plant of the defunct Times and started 
the South Simeve News, which one of the firm, H. S. Broughton, con- 
acted for more than a quarter of a centuey, and then sold i to Edmund 








Garrett of the Witness, whose office and’ plant had been comple 
destroyed in the fire that visited Bradford carly in 1892. The last 
number of the Ness appeared on April 7, 1892 

At Collingwood, John Hogg started the Enterprise in the bes 
ning of January, 1853. He retained some connection with the news 





paper throughout his whole life, and took a prominent part in the 
public affsirs of the town and county, as it has been shown in another 
chapter. At a later time, George Foreman started a paper called the 
Review, but it did not exist for any length of time. David Robson 
started the Bulletin in 1874, which at a later time was purchased by 
Wm. Williams 

George P. Hughes started at Kenansville in 1855 the Simcoe 


Observer, and after the first three years called it the Sentinel. He 
‘moved the plant to Tottenham in #882, where it has since been issued 
The first newspaper published in Orillia was the Times, whick 
made its appearance, May 2, 1867, under the cumbersome ttle of 
“The Orilia Expositor and North Simcoe Journal of the Times," or 
the Expositor, as it was called at first. To establish this news 

. Blackett Robinson, then proprietor of the Lindsay Post 
‘eter Murray, and provided him with a press and plant, for- 
warded by waggon along the Atherley Road. After 26 years" connec- 





tion with the Times, Mr, Murray sold it to the present proprietor, H. 





T, Blackstone, in the beginning of Sept. 1893. About 1872, Robert 
Ramsay had a newspaper at Orillia for a while, called the Northern 
Light. The Orillia Packet was established ia 1870 by W. Hale, and 











is stil published by Hale Brothers. John Curran started the Orilia 
News-Letter in 1883, 
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At Alliston, M,C. McCarthy established the Star about the year 
871, and E. A. Newton, the Herald, at a later period, 





Paul H, Stewart established the Cookstown Advocate ia J 





1874, and carried it on for a few years, afterward being appointed 
the Assistant County Treasurer, which office he filed until his death 
At a later time another journal having the same name appeared in 
Cookstown. 

A. C, Osborne and his eldest son founded the Penetanguishene 
Herald in 1881, and carried it on for two oF three years, when he sold 
‘ut his interest to Donald R. McKay. After Mr 
two years, he ia turn sold out to Wm, H. Hewson, 





Kay had it about 








Chapter XXIV. 


‘THE PIONEER CHURCHES. 


Since the incoming of the frst settlers, the growth of religious 
culture ha 





heen steady and progressive. The order of arrangement 
of the particulars which will be presented in this chapter, and which 

of the 
county's inhabitants belong, will be according to the age of the church 
in human history. It will be impossible to bring this subject down to 





will relate chiefly to the four churches to which the larger pa 


the present time, so our sketches of the various denominations will 
usually be contined to the period before the year of Confed 
(1807). 





‘Tae Rowax Carwoue DENoumsation. 


The first efforts of the Roman Catholics to have places of public 
worship in this county were made ia Adjala and Penetanguishene, On 
September 4 





'834, Bishop Macdonnell received a deed from the Crown 
ff lots 10, 11 and 15, concession 8 of Adjala, (along the Tecumseth 
townline), where the church of St. James was established. The Rev 
Father Edward Gordon had charge of the extensive parish of Niagara 
to which the station of Adjala and Tecumseth belonged at the earliest 
time. But a pioneer log church had been already built before the time 
the Crown Patent was obtained, for we read in the Retrospect (p. 168) 
fof a traveller (John Carruthers) under date of Sept. 29) 1833, that the 
Roman Catholics of Adjala had by that time built a church, and were 
to be visited by a priest once a month 





The Rey. Dean Harris, (who himself was pastor of Adjala and 
‘reeumseth in 1870) relates some of Father Gordon's experiences in 
those townships in the early days, in his volume on the “Catholic 
Chureh in the Niagara Peninsula."" For a ume, also, the Adjals st 

tion was connected with Toronto Tovinship and Albion, for which the 





ame of the Rev. Murt Lalor appears as the regular clergyman in 
1835. Sometime ia the fortes, the Bishop erected Adjala and Tecum 
seth into a separate parish, of which the Rev. P. Rattigan was pastor 
for some years, and in North Adjala a mission was established at 
Arlington at an early date. 


coo 
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The priests in charge of Adjala in succeeding years were:— Rev 
FX. Pourret, Rev, Michael O'Shea (188-60), Rev. J. J. Synnot 
(1880) 

Bishop Power made a pastoral tour in the county during his term 
in the diocese; and his successor, Bishop Charbonnel, visited the 
horthern stations in Medonte and Penetanguishene as much as three 
times. The Rev. Father James Quinlan was in Medonte about the 
year 184o, either in temporary charge or on a pastoral visit. At a 
fater time he was in charge of the Newimarket Parish. About the 
yeur 1855, a separate parish was formed with its centre at Barrie, of 
whieh the Rev. Georg 

Some interesting particulars of the beginning of Roman Catho 
services at Penetangs 
Father Th. K. Laboreas at a summer convention of the C: 
Institute held at that town, September 25, 1891. In February, 185: 











R. Northgraves became Dean about 186s, 





Iuene appeared in a paper read by the Rev. 
radian 











Bishop Macdonnell of Kingston, made his fest pastoral visit to Pene- 





nguishene, accompanied by Father Crevier, the resident missionary 
at the Detroit River, Soo afterward, a log’ church was built on the 
site of the present town hall in Penetanguishene. There was no sta 
tioned priest at first, although the people received occasional visits 





from travelling priests uatil one came to reside. In the absence of a 
priest, a zealous Frenchman named Dedin Revolte (Revol) held. ser 
ices whenever there was no tegular instructor in the faith, and he 
tlso speat much time and money for the religious instruction of the 
Indians. 





The first regular missionary was Father Lawrence Dempsey, but 
ve died suddenly while travelling on the Penetanguishene Road. The 
Rev. Lawrence Dempsey was a missionary priest or cateckist, whose 
labors have passed into the same obscurity that envelops so many 
Cother worthy pioneers. He built the original Ste. Anne's Church at 
Pentanguishene. The date given by the Rev. Father Laboresu was 
1855, although Joha Carruthers asserts in his Retrospect (p. 107) that 
the Catholic Church was there on March 9, 1833. The next who took 
Charge of the mission was the Rev. Jean Baptiste Proulx in 1836. 
Father Proulx, wishing to devote himself exclusively to the Indians, 





‘and having obtained another priest in 1837, the Rev. Amable Charest 
Of Three Rivers, to reside in Penetanguishene, he went with the 
Tndians in that year when their headquarters were moved to Wikemi- 





kong ia Manitoulin Island. Father Charest remained in charge of 


Penetanguishene and adjoining stations for nearly twenty years 
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In 1861, the original log church at Penetanguishene having 
become too small and inconvenient, it gave place to another which was 
Aedicated in that year by Archdeacon (afterward Archbishop) Walsh; 
and this one in turn was replaced by the handsome structure erected 
to the memory of the Jesuit priests martyred in the seventeenth cen 


Tier Eviscoratinxs. 


The Rev. Adam Elliott was the travelling missionary of the Epis 
opal Church in 1835-5; he baptized, married and read burial services 





for the settlers, the records of which are preserved in the Register of 
St. James Cathedral, Toronto. Mr, Elliott went to Manitoulin Island 
in 1836 with Capt, T. G. Anderson as a missionary to the Tadians. 
The missionary, Rev. C. C. Brough, Dr. Darling aed Mr. Bailey, the 

in Istand ia 1837 when the Indian 





schoolmaster, also went to Manito 





Agency was moved there from Coldwater. 
Mr. Elliott was succeeded as travelling missionary in 1836 by the 
Rev. H. H. O'Neill, and after the Rev. F. L. Osler settled at Bond 
Head in 1837, as the fist stationed clergyman in the south half of the 
county, the services of the travelling: missionary were, in some degree, 
dispensed with, The church records at Bond Head begin with the 
arrival of the Rev. Mr. Osler, and are carefully preserved by the pre 
sent iacumbent, the Rev. A.C. Watt. Bishop Strachan made bis 
frst visit to Tecumseth in 1840, and spoke of the settlers as thriving: 
‘The Rev. Featherstone L. Osler, the pioneer clergyman, was a 
native of Falmouth, Eng., and came to Canada in 1837, proceeding to 
Newmarket where he stayed for # short time until the completion of 





the parsonage at Bond Head. He then took charge of the new parish, 
Which included all South Simeoe, and a great part of North Simcoe 
An active and vigorous man in the performance of his work, he built 
many’ churches and established several congregations. He Inbored for 
twenty years in the large parish, out of which new parishes were 
formed from time to time, as the county developed, and in 1857 was 
transferred and became rector of Ancaster and Dundas, where he 
resided until his resignation in x882. His death occurred in Toronto, 
February 16, 1895, atthe ripe age of ao years, While in the Tecumseth 


charge, he took an active part in educational affairs, some account of 
whieh may be found ia the chapter on schools. Several sons in his 
family have been distinguished in Canadian affairs. Justice F. Osler 
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‘of the Ontario Court of Appeal; B. B. Osler, K.C., one of the most 
promines bers of the Canadian bar, (d. Feb, 5, 1901, aged 62 
years); E. B. Osler, MP. for West Toroato; Prof. Wa, Osler of 
Oxford University, Bngland (formerly of Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, U.S.) 

At St. Paul's, Innisfil, on the Twelfth Line, a settler, John Pratt, 
save an acre of land on the northwest comer of his farm, {lot 26, con, 








11), for the purpose of a church and a cemetery, A frame church was 
erected here in 1851, as an adjunct of the Shanty Bay parish, and in 
1805 it was made a separate parish with the Rev. E. W. Murphy as 
the first incumbent, Mr Murphy continued in this charge for a period 
of 39 years 

‘The Rev. George Hallen settled in Medonte in 1835 in charge of 
St. George's church, but moved in 1840 to Penetanguishene, where he 
became the fist rector of St. James’ church, as well as Chaplain to the 





Military Establishment. In Penetangishene, there was a newly 
erected Episcopalian Church (doubtless built of logs, as nessly all 
houses were at that time), “half way between the village and the 
Establishment,” as early as March 9, 1833, a8 we learn from the 








Retrospect of John Carruthers (p. 107). Bishop Strachan, leaving 


Toronto, July 19, 1842, made a confirmation tour in the northern 





parishes, in the course of which he consecrated the new church of St 
James st Penetanguishene, ‘This church is stil in use near the site 
of the original structure 





From the eatlest period of the county's settlement Shanty Bay 
was a centre of mission labor in conncetion with the Episcopal Church, 
Col. E.G, O'Brien, who was an adherent of that body, having been 


the first settler and founder of Shanty Bay, the place naturally became 





associated with the workers of that denomination, The first Epis 
opal missionary efforts in the district were, like those of other 
churches, made by travelling clergymen in the dwelling houses of the 
Settlers. Bishop Strachan made occasional journeys to Penetangui- 


shene before 1830, and the Rev. V. P. Mayerholfer of Markham and 
Vaughan sometimes visited former parishioners of his ia Tanisfl, and 
hneld services in their houses, Other clergymen at various times passed 
through the Simcoe settlements, but only once or twice a year, 

Among the first stationed clergymen at Shanty Bay sas the Rev 
TH. M, Rartlett, afterwards officiating chaplain to the forces at 
Kingston, who was succeeded in 1842 by the Rev. S. B. Ardagh. By 
that year the congregation at Barrie had almost dissolved in conse: 
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quence of the absence of a minister, but through Mr. Ardagh’s exer 


tions it revived and made rapid progress. ‘The Barrie church was a 





frame building, had been erceted as early as 1834 by Admiral Robert 
O'Brien, and through Sir John Col 





ne it was endowed as a Rectory 
with Clergy Reserve lands. The site on which the church inthe 
‘county town was built was granted by patent t0 "The Fiest Rectory of 


Vespra” on January 21, 1836 





Shortly before Mr. Ardagh's arrival at Shanty Bay in 182, a sub- 
there, which excelled every other 











‘he Fist Tvnlty Church, Barre, (Bete 183i.) 


edifice of the kind in acchitectural_ appears 


‘memento of that period. The carec 





sey and still stands as a 








of that ma is so intimately asso~ 
ciated with the early religious and educational life of the county, 
that it will be proper, at this point, to sketch briely his conncetion with 
the work, 

Rev. S. Bi. Ardagh was born in Ireland in 1803, and after a care- 





ful preparation for the ministry, was appointed in 1825 to a 





racy in 
Waterford, where he labored faithfully for fourteen years. But the 
religious differences of the time caused him to entertain the idea of 
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removing to Canada, Through the medium of the Society for the 





ypagation of the Gospel he entered into correspondence with Col 
O'Brien of Shanty Bay, and eventually decided on entering the exten: 








ch that place was the headquarters. In 
August, 1842, he sailed with his family from Waterford for Quetec, 
and in due season they reached their destination. The journey from 
Toronto northward to Kempenfeldt Bay was performed in the simple 
fashion of the day with the facilities then afforded by the route, and 
is thus mentioned in Rev. Mr. Ardagh’s published memoir :—""There 
Deing but one small stage coach, the greater number of the party were 
and thence across Lake Simooe in the steamer Simcoe, to Shanty Bay, 
where they arrived on October 7th, 1842." 


conveyed up Yonge Street on baggage wagons, to Holland Lan 





The mission in connection with Shanty Ray, over which he came 
to preside, had a wide extent, embracing the townships of Oro, 
Medonte, Flos, Innisfil, Vespra, Mono, Essa, Euphrasia, Sunnidale 
Nottawasaga, and St. Vincent; which territory is now divided into 
twelve or more parishes. In the performance of his misstonary duties 
he had to traverse this area, and search out the widely seattered habita 
tions of his parishioners. It fell to his lot to hold three services every 
Sunday, i all kinds of weather, and four services during the week. at 
distant stations. At the time of his appointment the roads in his 
extensive mission Feld were of the very worst kind, and it was often 
oly possible to travel on horseback, which mode of travel he found 
it necessary to adopt. 





The incidents and hairbreadth escapes in Rev, Me. Ard 
‘missionary life form a thrilling narrative. Now it was a long journey 
lgsin he would lose his way in the woods, or again x dangerous fall 
narrowly escaping death: then it was a ride for Hfe through burnings 
forests, or breaking th 





ough the ice on some lake of river. But these 
dangers never detereed him fom the path of duty 


His diary, extracts from which have been published in the memoir 








nds with references to services held at different places 
In addition to the regular appointments at Shanty Bay and Bartie, 


there were a number of others where services were held regularly 








though with less fequeney. These included :— 
Gimby's School House (Churchill) 
Henry's School House (Thornton, 


Myer's School House (Stroud) 
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White's School House (Dalston. 
Alley’s (Colored Settlement, 

Mr. Campbells (Oro) 

Mr. Craig's (Medoate) 

Mr. Raymond's School House (Oro). 





The rapid settlement of the county, and the extension of the miss 





in new parts rendered his work so arduous that in 184§ a 
travelling missionary was appointed to assist him. This appointment 
was filed in succession by Rev, Gea, Bourne (1845-1847), Rev. Joho 
Pletcher (1847-1830), Rev. Gatrett Nugent (851-1854), and Rew. Ea 





ward Morgan (1835—-), who became his successor as Rector of Barrie 





By the strain wpon his energy i so many missionary labors, his 
health became shattered so early as 1849, {rom rheumatic disorders 
‘contracted by sleeping in poorly protected houses while on distant 
journeys in his mission field. With diminishing strength he continued 
his labors, however, as best he could, Attacks of illness would some- 
times compel him to cease from work for a time, and oblige him to 
visit Europe to recruit his health, until at last, despite every effort for 
restoration, his illness proved fatal. His death occurred at his home in 
Shanty Bay, on October sth, 1866, 

Mr. Ardagh belonged to that section of the Episcopalian chusch 
known a6 the Evangelical, During hhis residence at Shanty. May he 
was closely connected with education in Simone County. For some 
time he was chairman of the Board of Grammar Schoo! Trustees. He 
was also a member and examiner of the Board of Public Instruction 





for Simeoe. The District Municipal Couneil appointed him Super. 
tendent of Schools for the County, a position which he held durin 
844-5 

Th 1873, a Home for the reception of Indigent Women was erected 
to the memory of himself and wife, at Bartie, by his surviving chile 





dren, viz.:—Elizabeth, wife of Henry O'Brien, K.C., barrister, 
Toronto; Anna, wife of Sir James Gowan, Judge of Simcoe, and 
Senator} Martha Letitia, wife of Judge W. D. Ardagh, Winnipes, 
Judge Ardagh, senior Judge of Simooe; Naomi Emma; and Marian 
Isabella, wife of H. H. Strathy, K.C. 

‘The Rev, John Melntyre became clergyman of Orillia in 184t 
Resides his parish duties, for which the reward that came to him was 
certainly not of a financial character, he took an active interest in the 
promotion af common schools, and other henevolent works. The Rev 


Mr. Melntyre went to Anstraia at a later time, and the Rev. George 
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Bourne succeeded him ia 1849, but his death occurred in Aug., 1853 
He was unfortunately thrown from his horse while going to hold ser. 

accident. The Rev. T. B. 
d was succeeded in 








vice in Oro, and died from the effects of the 
Read,, D.D., then became incumbent at Orillia 


1863 by the Rev, ex, Stewart, A new church was opened in August, 
ook of St 








1857, the original one having been inadequate, The Year 
| James’ Church, Orilia, for 1993 and contiguous years, contained a 
jstorical sketch of the congregation from the beginning. 


By the year 1850, the clergymen in the Simeoe District were the 








following >— 


Shanty Bay and Barrie, Rev. §. B. Ardagh, Rector. Rev. Gar 
rett Nugent, Assistant 

Tecumseth, Rev. Featherstone L- Osler, 

West Gwillimbury, Rev. Arthur Hill 

Orilia, Rev. George Bourne 

Penetanguishene, Rev. George Hallen 

Mono Mills, Rev. John Fletcher 





The Rev. Arthur Hill, who had settled in the West Gwilimbury 
charge at an early date, removed from the county in. 1856, 


‘Tae Eantaesr Presi Te R10xs. 


The first place of worship opened by this denomination was jn the 
Towaship of West Gwillimbury. About the year 1823, the ‘Scotch 
Setslers™ united their efforts and built a log cabia on tot 8, con. 6, 
which was intended for a school and also for a place of worship. They 
Shtained the services of John Carruthers as teacher in 1826, as 





nlready stated in the ¢ 

Mr. Carr 
and Exhorter, by the Presbytery of York (now Toronto), in connec 
tion with the Church of Scotland, to visit the destitute settlers in the 





s in 1832 was appointed, as he relates, x “*Cateehist 





Western section of Upper Canada," In this capacity of travelling 


catechist he made several journeys to various parts of the Province 
He published in Hamilton in 1861 4 narrative of these journeys in a 





mall volume, which bears the tile: “Retrospect of Thivty-Six Years" 


Residence in Canada {West.”" This work, which has row become rare, 





contains many interesting: notices of the early settlers, especially those 
fof Simeoe County, into which he made five journeys. Some time 


after its publication, he died, leaving @ wife snd one daughter 
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The first minister to hold religious services at this log cabin 
church of the Scotch Settlement, or indeed at any place in West 
Gwillimbury, was the Rev. Wm. Jenkins, of Richmond Hill. He con- 
ducted services in the settlement about four times a year in connection 
With the "Kirk" of Scotland, to which denomination all the inhabitants 





Ihelonged. Among the other ministers who occasionally came from the 
Frontier townships to preach or administer the Sacrament in the little 
Jog cabin church, was the Rev. James Harris, of Yorke (now Torosto}. 








i In or about 1827 a small frame church took the place of the paneer 
cabin. ‘Ths graveyard ig now fied nstly with the Highland ploners 
Hi ofthe neighborhood 
\ The fst stationed minister of this place of worship was the Rev. 
if Peter Ferguson, who afterwards settled inthe township of Esquesing 
Hi He was sucecedd inthe Setch Setdement by Ret, Wn, MeRilican 
H When he subsequently lelt the charge it had been extended 40 a 0 
i | include appointments at Bradford and Cherry Creek in Innisfil. Next 
} came the Rer, Mr- Lambie, a missionary from the East of Whihy 


j Sled fora fw onthe etree asc but Separate nee 
\ ters goon became attached to. each of the three plan; and It Ras 
t The Session Book of the West Gwillimbury Presbyterian Church 


contains some facts of public interest concerning the pioneer church 
in the frst years of its existence. And as the beginning of a move= 








ment is always the most interesting: par, it will he worth while to give 
1 few details of its early history. "The summary given below under 
various dates is mostly taken from a preliminary statement prepared 
by the Rev, Wm, Fraser in 1854, and prefaced to his copy of the Ses- 
sion Book, for the purpose of presenting’ the principal facts relating 
to the early church in a concise form, and bringing together matters of 
interest which would otherwise have required laborious search 


West Gwillimbury, January 6, 18% 





A Presbyterian Church was 


constituted in the “Scotch Settlement” hy the Rev. William Jenkins, 





land fourteen persons were received as members 
Feb, 6, 1823. —! 





site for a church and 





urying ground wa 
‘chased from John Faris, on the S 4 lot number 8, concession 6 
Jan, 29, 1824.—The following persons were set apart and ordained 
i as elders by Rev, Wm, Jenkins :—Adam Goodfellow, William Suther- 
land, Alexander Bannerman, and John Mathieson, Jur. On the same 

day 8 Church Session w 





par 





= constitted 
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April 21, 1827.—Measures were adopted for building @ church 
An account appears in the old Session Book for labor performed upon 
the said church by Ashue Foster, a millwright, having no date 
attached, Tt is presumed, however, that the house was erccted in 


September 26, 1830.—The nan 





of Rev. Peter Ferguson, from the 
Secession Church in Scotland, appears for the first time as the Mode 





ator of Session. Mr, Ferguson afterwards took charge of the con 
igregation as a settled pastor, and was their frst minister. The date 
of his induction is nowhere on record, but from a minute of a congre- 
gzational meeting held on the first day of August, 1831, at which 
petition was adopted praying for the settlement of Mr. Ferguson, and 
at which Messrs. Adam Goodfellow and Joha Mathieson were appointed 











elegates to lay the petition before the Presbytery, it may be pre- 
sumed that the pastoral relation was formed some time in the autumn 
bf the same year 

April 10, 1832,—The Rev. Peter Ferguson left the congregation, 
having accepted  eall feom a congregation in Esquesing. 





April 19, 1832.—At a congregational meeting a majority of those 
present resolved to send for a minister of the Established Church of 





Scotland, and also resolved that communication showld be opened sith 

the Rev. William Rintoul, of York, (now Toronto), requesting a visit 

and advice as to the steps necessary to the gaining of their object 
This step. was the beginning of @ disruption in the church, which 





ended with the establishment of two independent churches~'one at 





Bond Head, the other remaining in the Scotch Set 


ce dissatisfied 





April 23, 1832.—A portion of the congregation w 
with the resolution to seek a minister from the Church of Scotland, 
and having consulted with the congregations in Tecumseth and Essa, 
held another meeting at which it was unanimously resolved to abide in 
connection with the Missionary Synod of Upper Canada, being the 
body in connexion with which the congregation had at first been 
organized 

May 5, 183 
the congregatio 


A meeting of delegates from the several parts of 
namely: West Guillimbury, Tecumseth, and ssa, 






was held at the house of Adam Goodfellow, at which Mr. Goodfel 





Tow was appointed to make application to the Missionary Synod of 
Upper Canada in connection with the United Secession Synod in 
Scotland, for occasional preaching, and a resolution was adopted for 
buildings a new church 
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From various hindrances this resolution was not carried into 
immediate effect, although afterward a church was erected at Bond 
Head in the year 1837 

Although without  meeting-house, the Rond Head branch of the 
‘original congregation, however, soon secured the services of a pastor, 
as the following: entry attests: 

October 9, 1833—The Rev. Jas, Howey was ordained to the 
office of the 








inistry and to the pastoral charge of the congregations 
of West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, and Esso, 

I ig known, though not recorded, that Mr. Howey was seized 
with fatal illness immediately after his ordination; that in attempting 
to conduct the worship of the congregation on the succeeding: Lord's 





Day, he was compelled to desist; and that thereupon he retired to 
reside with relatives in the township of Cavan, but ne never so far 





‘as to be able to perform any public service, and was 
removed by death early in the year #845. 

The supply of preaching: was for a time irregular, but during the 
winter and spring of 1835 the Rev. Alexander MeKenzie and the Rev 
Wa. Fraser were sent by the Presbytery to fill the appointments, and 
in June, 1835, a call was made out by the united congregations ia 





favor of Mr. Fraser, who proceeded at once to the field of labor to 
Which he had been invited. His first sermon as pastor was delivered 
Aug. 9, 1835, and his induction into the charge was made on June 
7th, 1836. 

“ie has been already mentioned that this Bond Head branch of the 
congregation was without a definite place of worship for a time. In 
looking over the Session Minutes we find that the meetings were held 
in private houses in the different sections of the district -—In Tecum- 
seth, at the houses of John Carswell and James Ellison; in Essa, at the 
house of George Dinwoody, and also at the schoolhouse near George 
Dinwoody's, la West Guillimbury the places of meeting were the 
houses of Rev. Win, Eraser and Adam Goodfellow. Services. also 
were conducted ia Innisfil at the house of Gavin Allan, Churehill, and 








‘2 meeting of the Session of the seceding congregation was held at 
Me. Allan's house on July 3, #838. At this meeting the following 8 
persons were, upon examination, received into the Church :—Mrs. 
Gross, Charles Wilson, Mrs. Hugh Todd, Mrs, Alexander Ross, Mrs. 
. Wilson, Mr. Wallace, Mrs. Allan, sen., Gavin Allan 








While these events were occurring the part of the original com: 
igregation in West Gwillimbury that had resolved to seek connection 
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with the Kirk of Scotland, had secured the services of Rev. Wa, 
McKillican as pastor, whio has been already mentioned, 

After Mr. McKillican, the Rev. John MeMurchy was stationed in 
West Guillimbury, 1842-4. In the Minutes of the General Quarter 
Sessions of the Home District an entry under March 1, 1842, states 
that the Rev. John MeMurchy, minister of the Church of Scotland for 
West Gwillimbury, was ordered to receive the usual license to sol 
nize marriages. 

In the wake of the Disruption of the Church of Scotland in 2843, 
this congregation was again divided in 1844, the larger portion join. 
jing the Free Church, The pastor of the original church after 1848 
was the Rev. Alex. Ross, duting whose incumbency Cherry Cree in 








Inaisfil, and St, John's (Coulson’s Corners), became regular portions 
of the charge. After the death of Mr. Ross the Rev. W. McKee 
led the appointment until 1878. 





A congregation of the Free Church of Scotland was formed in 
Bradford in 1847, of which the successive pastors were :—Rev, Thomas 
Lowry, Chas. M. MeKeracher, D. B. Cameron, B. W. Panton, Jas. 
Bryant, Frederick Smith 

In Innisfil, Rev. Wen. Fraser conducted the first Presbyterian 
services on Aug. 2, 1836, and continued to hold services regularly to 
the close of 1840. At Brst the communicants were nominally members 
fof the congregations at Bond Head and Essa, but in 1844 a congre- 
gation in Innisfil was regularly organized, and a church was erected 
at the Sixth Line, near Central Church of the present time. This 
congregation passed st the time mentioned under the pastorate of 
the Rev, Thomas Lowry as an adjunet to the congregation at Bartie, 
then recently formed, with Mr. Lowry as the first pastor. Succeeding 





pastors were :—the Rev. Robert McKenzie and the Rev. Thos. Wight 
‘man, who died in r87r, much regretted 
‘The Rev, Wm, Fraser, D.D., remained pastor of the Bond Head 
congregation until 1879, having served there for a period of 44 years. 
‘The Rev, Wm. Fraser, D.D., was a native of Nova Scotia, and 
soon aft nada and 
entered upon his life work at Bond Head, While in this charge, in 





cr his ordination to the ministry came to Upper C: 
addition to his regular church work, he took an active part in eda 
tional affairs, some account of which may be gathered from the chap- 
ter on schools. He was the first Township Superintendent for schools 
in West Gwillimbury in 184, and indeed the only one to hold that 
alice in the township, having been agsin appointed on the resumption 
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of Township Superintendents in 1850 and 
years in succession, until the ofice was finally abolished and county 
Superintendents appointed. His desth occurred at Barrie, on Dec. 


appointed for twenty-one 


25, 1892, in his Ssth year. Several of his sons have heen distingtished 
in church and educational work :—Rev. J. B. Fraser, Annan; Rev. 
R. D, Fraser, Toronto; Prof. W. H. Fraser of Toronto University; 
and Prof. G. A. H, Fraser, of Colorado, 

‘The origin of the first Presbyterian Church in Hssa has been 
already noticed under the head of West Gwillimbury, the occasional 
services held at the school-house near George Dinwoody's having 











roven into a regular appointment 

About 1844 a congregation of the Free Church of Scotland was 
formed at Barrie with the Rev. Thomas Lowry as the first pastor. 
He continued here wnt 1854 when he went to Bradford. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev, Robert McKenzie, and Mr. McKenzie by the Rev 
Thomas Wightman. 

‘The fest Presbyterian Church ia Oro was Knox Church, begun 
in 1844 and finished in 1845, of which an illustration, as it appears 
to-day, may be found in the chapter on Oro in the second volume. The 
Hon, Isage Buchanan of Hamilton, Oat., soon after the Disruption of 
the Chucch of Scotland in 1843, on being asked to give a thousand 
pounds to endow the Free Church College ia Edinburgh, replied that 
hhe would give the amount, but that he thought it would be more natural 








to apply his subseription to assist the Free Church College and 
churches in Canada, Accordingly, $200 each was offered to the first 
ten Presbyterian country churches erected in Ontario at this time, 
and Knox Church was built mainly with the endowment derived from 
Mr. Buchanan's offer. The first eegularly stationed minister was the 
Rex, John Gray, who came to Orillia in x85t. At the fest, and for 
some time afterward, his charge included all those parts of North 
Simcoe lying east of the Penetanguishene Road, as well as the parts 
beyond Lake Couchiching and the Severn River. Esson Church was 
built about the year 1845, by the English-speaking portion of the 
Knox congregation, for whom the Rev. Dr. Gray afterward held ser- 





vices. ‘The Rev. James Stewart held services for the Gaelic portion of 





sgation about 1860 and for a few years afterward, and was 


the conge 
succeeded by the Rev. J. Ferguson. 

At Hillsdale and in Flos regular preaching by the Presbyterians 
began in the fifties. Many of the people of Flos were glad to have 
the occasional services of a student in the kitchen of John Ritchie 
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fear Elmvale. The congregation soon outgrew the accommodation, 
and the barn of the same settler was thrown open for the use of the 
worshippers. This building was found to be comfortable and com= 
‘modious during the summer season when students were available. 
Among the students Mr. Craw soon became the choice of the Hillsdale 
and Flos congregations, and on the completion of his studies in 1859 
hhe was ordained and inducted as the frst pastor in the charge of Flos 
and Medonte, The Rev. Geo. Crav's work at first covered a wide 





area, reaching from Craighurst to Penetanguishene, and from the 
Orange Hall, Medonte, to Elmvale, Flos. As the years passed away 
the outlying stations were formed into new charges, and his labors 
became more centralized. After 31 years he resigned this charge in 
Sept., 1890, and his death occurred on Jan. 17, 1894. 

In Nottawasaga, the Presbyterian “congregation at Duntroon 
(old Kirk) was established in or about the year 1841, but there was 
no stationed minister until the Rev. John Campbell eame in 1853. He 
was the first minister of the Presby 

















rian congregation of Nottawasaga 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, but while still ia this charge 
hae died Sept. 22, 1864, in his 46th year, and the rath of his ministry 
His remains were buried at West Church, Nottawasaga, where 
monument was erected over his grave by the congregation, The 
adherents of the Free Church built a church a little north of Duntroon 
in 1858, of which the Rev. Jas. Greenfield became the first regular 





pastor, in the early sixties, with headquarters at Stayner 


Tue Fist Mernonists, 


‘The first efforts of the Methodists in this cous 





for the promo- 
tion of religious work can scarcely be associated with a particular 
Spot, of which it could be said “here was the centre of their move 
ments.”” The first Presbyterian workers were in connection with the 
Scotch Settlement of West Gwillimbory; while the Episcopalians 
regarded Shanty Bay as a centre for their early mission work. But 
iF any place connects itself with the earliest Methodists, it would 
naturally be the islands of Lake 





Simeoe, where thelr efforts were 
directed about the year 1 





to christianize the pagan Ojihways, then 

Amongst those who first preached the Gospel to the Lake Simcoe 
Indians were Revs. Peter Jones, John Sunday, Elder Case, and others 
whose names are given in the published accounts, which it would be 








i 
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impossible to summarize in detail. Many ref 





ences to the early mise 
sion work on Lake Simeoe will be found in the Journal! of the Rev. 
Peter Jones. Amongst the laborers in this mission field were also 
Revs, Gilbert Mille, Jonathan Scott, John and Thomas Williams, and 
the Rev. Dr, Rose; while of those who would pay occasional visits to 
iF diferent parts of the county, to perform the rites of baptism or ma 








Hage, and preach to the scattered settlers in their diellings, there 
were Revs. Robert Corson, Ezra Adams, J. Richardson, Wm, and 
John Ryerson, and Henry Reid. 

There was a controversy of some length in 1851-2 in the columns 
fof the Christian Guardian (then, as now, the chief organ of the 
Methodist Church), regarding the Lake Simcoe and Matchedash mis- 
sion to the Indians, in which the participants were Mr. Currie the 
school teacher, and the Rev, Mr. Miller, the missionary. The Rev. 
Gilbert Miller was the Methodist missionary at Orillia in 185; 

to Carroll's “Case and his Cotemporaries." 
vol. 3, p. 18), Rowley Heyland and Daniel McMullen, two Methodist 
Episcopal missionaries in the new settlements of Peel and Halton | 
hi counties, had an appointment at Andrew Cunningham's ia West Guile 
limbury. And in 1828, the Rev. John Black, a travelling Methodist 
missionary, held services at Monicman's in Tecumseth, as stated in 

the chapter on that township (Vol. IL, p. 49}. 














Simon Armstrong, in a letter to John Robinson of Bond Head, 
i gave his recollections of the origin of the old log meeting-house at the 
Sutherland appointment, lot 6, concession §, West Gwillimbury, and 
fof early Methodism in that locality. His remarks are wor 











yy of a per- 
‘manent place in connection with the history of this subject 





In the year 18 





1a few of the settlers met in the house of 
i Matthew Ney to discuss ways and means to build a meeting-house 
somewhere in the neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Sutherland 
told of a promise they had made to their friends when leaving Ireland 
few years hefore, that if ever they became owners of a farm in 
America, they would give a site and help to build a Methodist meet- 
ing-house, Their offer was accepted, being a sort of compromise 





site between the Parkers on the east and the Atkins and Longs on the 
west. Sutherland's old fog mecting-house may be called pioneer of 
Methodism in the County of Simeoe. After all preliminaries were 
settled a subscription list was opened and each head of family was to 





eat Teast two pounds, (to buy lumber, shingles, etc.,) and so 


many days? work each, A poor man,—Matthew Woodrow —had no 
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money to give, but he would hew the logs inside and out after the 
building was raised, which he did. It faced the east, its side to the 
two square windows o each side, 7 by 9 inches glass.” 





road, wi 


‘The Barrie Examiner of March 18, 1909, contained a list of the 
Thora- 








Methodist ministers in South Simooe (with special 
est period to the present time. It is stated 





ton Church) from the e 
that the Hist, or at least the frst part of it, was derived fri 





‘ments preserved in the Library of the British Museum. The 
in the earlier years, as given ia the list, are the following :~ 











Iw Aumton Cincurr, 1899-83, 
Senior Pastor Junior Pastor. 
Hency Shaler. James Currie. 
jacob Poole. 

John H, Houston. .....-Samuel Rose. 


Gilbert Miter 
Iw Newsanker Cincurr, 18349. 





Robert Corson, ‘Thomas Faweet. 
Horace Dean Cornelios Plummerfeldt 
Horace Deas John Lever 

Simon Huntingdon... John Lever 

Edmund Shepard G.'R, Sande 








imund Shepard... Jas. Spencer. 





I Atarox Cinevrr, 1840-5. 











1840-1, Jobo Baxter. Francis Coleman, 
1 Brancis Coleman, Jas, Hutchinson, 
1st5 atcis Coleman John Goodfellow. 
Ist Charles Gilbert J, Hutchinson. 
1815, TL Win. Coleman: Tenjamin Jones 
Iw Braprono Cincutn, 1846-50. 

1846 Wim. Coleman Benjamin Jones: 
isi. Ezra Adams. Alex. Camphel 
nets C. Flammerfela W. S, Blackstock. 
1si9. (C. Flummerfeldt John Webster 
18501. Luther 0. Rice Lthos. Culbert 


Cookstown Circuit was formed in 185 with the Rev. Luther O. 

Rice as the senior pastor. 
A list of the ministers of the Methodist church who ministered 
from 1836 onward, may be interest- 


local 








in the north pact of this county 
ing at the present day, White's log church (Dalston) was the 
headquarters during the first years of the Iabors of this denomination. 
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1836—Rev. David Hardy was the first stationed minister in this 
part, making his home with William Larkins, sen. lot 3, con. 
Vespra), during his period of ministeation. At this time Rev, Gilbert 
Miller was the resident missionary to the Indians, st Coldwater 

1837-8—Rev. Thos. MeMullen—the first resident minister in Bi 
rie. Rev. Jonathan Scott, missionary at Coldwater. 

1839—Rev. Wm, Price. Rev. Sylvester Hurlburt, missionary at 
Coldwater. In this year a largely attended Centenary meeting of the 
founding of Methodism was held at Kempenteld 

Hjo—Rev. Michael Fawcett, who resided at Painswick. About 
this time Rex. Dr. Green preached at Quarterly meeting in the old 
log school-house in Barrie, which was then used as a meeting-house. 

1841-3—Rev. John Lever, in whose time the fist Methodist church 
was built in Barrie. Rey. Mr, Coleman was assistant for part of this 
time, and Rev, Reuben Robinson for another part. 

1844-6—Rev. Horace Dean, assisted part of the time by Rev. 
Francis Coleman, Notable visitors to the mission field about this time 
were Rev. William Ryerson and Rev. Hy. Wilkinson. 

1847-9—Rev. Luther 0. Rice. 

2850-3—Rev. Lewis Warner, chairman of the Barrie district. 
Rev, Andrew Edwards, assistant for part of this time. 

1854-6—Rev. John Douse, chairman, with Rev. John S. Clark 
assistant for part of his term, 

1856-9--Rev. William MeFadden, 
1860-3—Rev. J. C. Slater, chairman. 

1864-7—Rev. J. W. McCallum. 

1868-7o—Rev. G. H, Davis, with Rev. H, Burwash a assistant 
Tor part of the term, 

















‘There were several other young assistant ministers during these 
years, many of whom subsequently became distinguished lights in the 
‘church, ‘The first Methodist services in Barrie were held in an old 
log building near the N. W. corner of Dunlop and Mulcaster Streets 
which at different times served as Mr. Sanford's store, as a school 








hhouse, and as  meeting-house. This building satisfied the require 
ments of the day until 841, when they erected their frst chusch. In 
1837, Rev. Wellington Jeffers, of the Wesleyan Methodists, preached 





regularly at Partridge's, near Crown Hill, He was succeeded in 
1838 by Rev. Mr. Steers. John, Richard and Thos. Williams some 
times held services as local preachers, afterwards secelvinge appoint 
ments in other felds of Tabor. These men were amongst the first 
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advocates of temper 





we in the district. In the pioneer days, the 
people went to church at White's Corners (Dalston) all the way fom 





Innisfil township. Especially was this true of the Quarterly Meeting 
Rev. David Hi 
county, used to 





iy, the first 
ravel every week from Holland Landing to Pene- 
tanguishene in the discharge of his clerical duties. The members of 
his church lived from end to end of the county, and he ministered 





sident Methodist preacher in the 








weekly to them at different places along the route. One of his 
appointments was at Gimby's Corners (now Churchill) 

Me. Hardy performed some of his journeys through the county on 
horseback, although it is said that he was rather an unskilled horse- 
rman. Sometimes when the roads were too had he would leave his 
fold black nag at a friend's and finish his journey on foot. This 
pioneer preacher and the two or three others who immediately suc- 








ceeded him were promised the sum of S100 by the parish for clothes 
and books, in addition to which thei horses and themselves were to 
be fed by the parishioners. But they seldom received the whole of 








the promised yearly suum of $100 in eath, so poor were the people they 
served in those days. 

‘The year 1839 was the Centenary of Methodism—the one hun- 
dredth year a 





er Wesley established his fist societies in England for 
the promotion of religious work. The memorable event was cele- 
brated in Upper Canada by holding in all the principal congregations, 
Centenary meetings, each of which was attended and addressed by @ 





eputation of divines appointed for the purpose. This county was 
included in the district apportioned to the Revs. William Case, Joseph 
Stinson, M. Richer, M.A., and William Ryerson. An important cen 
tenary meeting in the annals of local Methadism was held at Kempen- 
feldt, and it ereated a deep interest amongst the adherents of this 
enor 
to the interest manifested in its proceedings. 
‘The dedication of the first Methodist church in Bartie took place 
in 1841, as already stated, on which oocasion the services were con- 
Gucted by the late Rev. Anson Green, D-D. In his autobiography (p. 
247) he has noted the event ia the following terms 
We opened a new church at our quarterly meeting in Barrie, 
22nd August, on the ground which T had aided them in getting from 
the Government. The site, on the top of the hill, is very command- 
ing. From it you see the village lying at your feet, with the lovely 
bay sparkling beyond it; while in the distance, and in all directions, 
Jou see the lofty trees of our primeval forest waving in majesty and 





ion, ‘This meeting was central both as to its locality and as 
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beauty before the Lord, The morning was fine, the house well filled, 
and the people happy. 

"This church was about a stone's throw to the eastward of the pre 
sent Central School, 





1nd itis still extant, though in a greatly modified 
1m as a dwelling house. Peter White and others hed patented the 
lot for a Wesleyan Chapel, as early as Nov. 18, 1837. In course of 
ime it bec 





te inadequate, and a larger edifice was erected east of the 
Market House in 1864, at ¢ 
again officiated. U 
his fife — 
“Attended the dedication of the Barrie church. Dr. Wood 
preached in the morsiag, Dr. Jeffers in the afternoon, and I in the 
evening, 1 had the pleasure of dedicating the first Wesleyan church 
{i this beautiful town, and was happy in being able to assist in this 
Ficher feast, * * "The church is a plain gothic building with 
spire, standing on an eligible site, and isan ornament t0 the 
TE has a front gallery, and will seat about six hundred people. 
“This building which was erected upon a site that Adam Bryant 
fof Kempenteldt fad patented for the British Wesleyan Methodist 
Society in 1849 was taken down in 1904, 





1¢ opening services of which Dr. Green 
Wet date of March 26th in that year, he writes ia 

















Omen Cutonce Wonkens oF ame Prose Davs, 


As early as 1833, members of the Christian denomination were at 

jn the neighborhood of Bond Head. On lot 4, con. 6, of West 
imbury there was a church erected, which stood as a’ memorial 
of their work in that part, and bore’ the inseription—“Christian 
Church—A.D, 1835.” It was taken down about the year 1857. There 
was a burial ground heside it, in which 











femains of many pioneers 
of the neighborhood are resting. 





John Finch, a native of England, settled in th 
Orillia some time before the Rebellion of 


Township of South 
and was afterward 
ordained a Baptist Missionary, becoming the pioneer of that denominae 
tion in this county. The Rev. Mr.’ Finch, in later years, lived at 
Tollendal. In West Gwillimbury, there was » Baptist congregation at 
an early time, of which the Rev. J. E, Hovd was the pastor. 

Tn the chapter on Nottaw. 
Rev. Joh Climie, the Congreat 














ka, some account is given of the 
nal minister of the pioneer days at 
Duntroon, ‘The Rev. Ari Raymond was also a Congregational minis- 
ter in Oro Township, near Edgar, where he preached for some years 





in the forties and fifties, and also took an active interest in eiuca- 
tional matters, Raymond's school-house was a landmark in the 





‘early days of that township. 








Chapter XXV. 





‘THE INDUSTRIES OF THE INHABITANTS. 


‘The greater interests and industries of the country at large,— 
lumbering, agricultural, manufacturing and commercial,—have been 
represented in Simcoe, and their history in the county is only a part 


of their history in the whole country. There are a few special 





features, however, of local interest, and they deserve our attention in 
this chapter, especially in connection with the lumber trade and with 
agriculture. In the case of the fest, the lumber manufacture does not 
row hold the prominent place amongst the industries that it formerly 
id. And to sketch the gr we would be need- 
less, as the changes here are the same as in every other county 
Nowadays, more capital is employed in developing this source of 
wealth than formerly, owing to the ute of so much machinery, 





t changes in agricul 





‘Twe Receone Loupe Trane. 


After the fur trade, of which some mention appears in a former 
chapter of this volume, the next industry of importance for the export 
trade was the timber. Early in the nineteenth century masts of Can- 





dian pine were regularly wsed ia the Royal Navy. And when the 
Hon. Peter Robinson was appointed Surveyor.General of Woods and 
Forests in Upper Canada in 1827, the instructions he received trom 





the British Government directed him to make a survey of the woods 
and forests, to find where there was timber for masts and for other 
tse in the Navy. Iron shipbuilding superseded all this, long ago, yet 
the search for mast timber marked a distinct period in the history of 

fest timbermen to arrive in this county after the 








the county. Th 
opening of the Northern Railway were those in search of masts, which 
they loaded on the freight ears at full length 

‘The largest mast, which was obtained in the Township of Innis 
was 118 feet long, and required fourteen teams to draw it to the raile 
way track 

‘The construction of the railway was the means of stimulating, the 








lumber industry, which, although by no means a new industry in the 
part of the cousty through which the railway passed, yet it gave the 
[323] 
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industry @ tenfold incase. About the same time, also, white pine, 
which was five times more plentiful in this county than red pine, Cane 
to be recognized as of equal value with the red in the world's sanskee 
The amount of foreign capital brought into the county as a result of 
the development of the lumber industry, was large. During the winter 
of 1859760 for example, the people engaged in the lumber business in 
the county expended about $76,000 in purchasing timber, paying 
wages, ete 

In common with the chain of smaller lakes east of it, Lake Simcoe 
is situated in what was the great Canadian pine belt. A brief connie, 
ation of this subject wil be of value in arviving at a clear knowledge of 
the development of the industry in this district. The lumber cat’ woe 
ushered in by the construction of the Northern Railway in. sBeq an 
already stated, and for some years succeeding this date the industry 
absorbed a considerable part of the energy in the district, affording 
employment to a large number of people. By the year 186%, the pre, 
duction of this commodity in Simese County alone had reached “soo 
millions of feet per annum, which was about one-third of the anneal 
Production in the whole province. At the south part of the lake, the 
Activity in this trade was at first most pronounced and afterward 
-radually extended northward 

Jt would be a dificult task to obtain particulars of all the lumber- 
ing establishments which flourished for a time, and some of which ore 
still flourishing in the northern parts of the county; but it may aufing 
for the purposes of illustration, to mention a few of the former lente 
Kings of the county between 1860 and 1870, with statistics of the tendo 
rth which they were connected. Our attention will, however, only 
be directed to those cases in which the annual manufacture reached 
4p into the millions of square feet 

In South Simeoe the activity in the trade was at fest most pro- 
nounced and gradually extended northward. Perhaps the most xen 
sive manufacturer in that part of the county was Thompson Swath, who 
arrived about 1858. His large saw-mill at Bradford had a capacity of 
50,000 feet per day, oF, at least, of r2 millions per annum. ‘The samme 
person had for some time the Craigvate mills. From this county he 
‘went to Trenton, Ont., and thence to Cheboygan, Mich., having exten. 
sive mills in both places. 

Ranking closely in size with the establishment of Thompson 
Smith was that of S 











ige & Grant at Bell Ewart. The saw-mill located 
there was for a time one of the most extensive in the province, having 
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a capacity of about 15 millions per annum. Sage & MeGrass, capital 
ists from the United States, built the Bell Ewart mill in 1852, while the 
railway was under constriction, Afterward, the firm name became 
Sage & Grant, the principals in which were Henty W. Sage and Dean 
Sage of Ithaca, N.Y. Members of this family were the means of 
endowing Cornell University in that city. Sage & McGraw had large 

fat Saginaw or Bay City, Mich., and also at Winona, Mich. Me. 
Sage's frm sold the Bell Ewart Mills about the year 1868 to Beecher 
& Silliman. C. M. Beecher, the principal in this firm, was a nephew 
fof the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and after disposing of the Bell 
Ewart mill, became one of the pioneer Inmbermen of British Colum- 
bia, He died, November 14, 1906. 

In Tay, Kean, Fowlie & Co., at Vietoria Harbor, and A. R. 
Christie & Co., at Port Severn, were the earlier firms, while Cook 
Bros., Chew Bros., and the Georgian Bay Lumber Company are of 

At Penetangrishene, Copeland & Sons and C, Beck & Co., have 
had important ails, 

Jacques & Hay established a savemill of considerable dimensions 
at New Lowell about the year 1855, and at Mad River where the North- 
tera Railway crosses it near Angus, Dobie & Mercer established a mil 




















+ In Collingwood, at successive times, two or three frms were 
extensively engaged in the business, having mille of the larger sort 
OF these may be mentioned S. C. Kennedy and Hotchkiss & Co. The 
lumbermen and employees of Kennedy rafted extensively down the 
Nottawasaga River, shere large limite were situated. With Hoch- 
kiss & Co., whose mill had a capacity of 150,000 feet per day, was 
assoriated A. G. P. Dodge, a well-known Sure of the lumber trade 
in this county, He was for some time President of the Georgian Bay 
Lumber Co. (35 millions per annum.) 

Amongst the later establishments were those of A. C. Thomson, 
J.B. Smith & Sons (of Angus), Perkins & Co., T. Mulholland (of 
Craigvale) and many others, all more or less extensively engaged in 
the business. The quality of the lumber manufactured was chiefly 





White pine, which predominated in this county over red pine in the 
proportion of about five to one. In the natural course of events the 
lumber trade has given place to agriculture, and the era of savemills, 
except in a few of the most northerly townships, has almost departed, 

‘The fluctuations in the price of cordwood are instructive as show- 
ing the periods of prosperity and depression theough which the county 
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passed in its early days. From the records of the jail supplies in 1845 
§& appears that cordwood (greea) in winter time was then 4s. & cord 
at the county town, and about 75. 6d. in summer. At the January 
‘meeting of the County Council, 185g, immediately after the opening 
of the railway, the price of eordwood for the use of the jail and court 
hhouse was 7s. sd. per cord,-—which was 50 per cent, above the winter 
prices in any former year. This was an effect of the opening of the 
railway. ‘The same report mentions the scarcity of laborers and the 
advance in wages at that time. 

All the reports of committees mention, in 1854-5, the advance of 
the county in wealth and prosperity, after the railway opening, and 
the higher cost of the necessaries of life. ‘This 
the rail 














cause, (the opening of 
nad) almost doubled the prices of produce, But the prose 
perous period of 185: 





5 in Simcoe County was rendered more so from 
the fact that Reciprocity in trade with the United States had opened 
a market for Canadian produce, and the Russian War had greatly 
increased the price of wheat, There was, however, a reaction in 1857 
from this inflation 
The prices of cordwood in some succeeding: years, although sub- 
ject to some special influences, exhibit the state of trade and the 
increasing scarcity of the commodity itset 
Jan. 1838. $1.75 per cord 
"1850, 100 cords, at g2}e, per cord 
1861. 170 cords, at $1.50. 
"8a, 120 cords for jail and 60 cords for court house, at 
Su.3s 
1863. $1.08} a cord, 
1864. 120 cords, at $1.00 per cord. 





$2.00 per cord for 4 ft. hardwood, 
8. $2.25 a cord, 

$2.00 2 cord, 
too cords, at $2.72, and go cords st $2.75, 
75 cords each, at $3.20 and S3.71 per cord 
80 cords at $2.60, and the balance at $2.85. (Only 





the two tenders were received.) 

An industry of some interest in the westerly parts of the county 
bade fair for a short time to yield good results, In October, 1859, at 
Craigleith, just beyond the county's boundary near Collingwood, 
company erected works for distilling illuminating oit from the Utica 





shales which erop out near Georgian Bay at this place. But on 
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account of the discovery of free petroleum in Pennsylvania the next 
year, this enterprise collapsed. ‘The Nottawasaga Oil Company, of 
which James Currie was President, was also formed for the same pur 


pose in Nottawasaga, but it came to nought, like the larger enter- 
ve at Craigleth 








With the development of iron mines in the parts of Ontario north 
of Georgian Bay and Lake Superior, certain industries have arisen 
in this county as a result of its’ proximity by water to the mining 
regions, for example, the smelting works at Midland, and the steel 
works and shipbuilding at Collingwood. 


‘Ta Acarcunrunat. INDuSTaY, 


In 1836, there was an Agricultural Society for Oro, Oritia, Sim 
coe and Thorah, and Dr, Thomas Rolph, in his ‘Statistical Account 
fof Upper Canada" h 

held by 





1 placed it on record that annual shows were 
is society. Tt does not appear from any records known to 
the writer, however, how many shows were held, or where they were 
held. The Orillia Times in 1899 contained a long article giving some 
particulars of the frst show at Osilia in 








fas they had been 
fecorded ia the secretary's book. Prior to this period, the Agricul- 
tural societies that existed were for the discussion of questions relating 
to agriculture, and it may 

referred to 





wave been such a one that Dr. Rolph 


Early in the forties, also, an annual fair was held on the Market 





Square at Barrie, and also a plowing match yesrly on a farm adjoin 
ing the town. ‘The first provincial exhibition was held at Toronto in 
October, 1845, and local shows soon followed, texting to spread an 
interest in the improvement of agriculture, 

By the year 1861 there were two Agricultural Associations in the 
county, corresponding with the two electoral divisions into which the 
county was then divided, besides other local associations 

There was 2 movement in 1865 for the culture of flax and the 
‘establishment of flax or seutching mills in the county, one of which 





into existence at Bradford during that year. The movement 
Grose from the scarcity of cotton while the War of the Rebellion lasted 
in the United States, John A. Donaldson, the Government Emigrant 
Agent, addressed the County Council, November 28, 18s, on the 
introduction of flax culture into this county, and exhibited several 









samples of flax, But the Council did not see any urgent "cause" to 
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aid flax mills until somebody came forward with a definite proposition 
to erect such a mill. The Government imported a quantity of Riga 
Flax Seed to distribute, and the Council recommended them to distri 
bute it through the Presidents of the Agricultural Societies, 

Both the North Simcoe and the South Simcoe Agricultural 
Societies sent petitions to the Council in January, 1866, on the sube 
ject of flax mills. The Council promised a third of the cost of the 
buildings and machinery (the cost not to exceed $1,000) to the person 
who would erect a fax-scutchingy mill in one or both ridings of the 
county. This resulted in a grant to a fax mill at Bradford of §339-39 
(September 10, 1866), and another to a flax mill at Collingwood of 
$333.34 (November 1, 1867). The proprietors of the latter were 
George Moberly and Thomas P. Wolf. As the flax industry did not 
materialize, the mills accomplished but litte 

In the year 1871, a movement began for holding regular fates for 
the sale of farm stock, ete., in various towns and villages of the 
county. The County Couneil authorized such fairs in every case, and 
as this marks an epoch in the county's development, a list of the fairs 











‘established by the authority of that hody may be of some histori inter. 
fest. By-laws had to be passed in each case for the establishment of 
the fais. 

June, 1871. Collingwood (monthly); Creemore, Alliston, Cooks- 
town, Thornton, and Ballyeroy (quarter) 

January, 1872. Stayner (quarterly) 

January, 1873, Primrose: (bi-monthly), 

(By June, 1874, the foregoing fairs were held in only one or two 





instances). 
Tamuary, 1875, Orillia (quarterly) 
June, 1875. New Lowell quarters). 
June, 1878. Mansfeld (bi-monthly) 
June, 1879, Beeton (monthly) 
Alliston (monthly), 
‘November, 1879. Midland (quarterly) 
Stayner (made monthly at this date) 
June, 1880. Barrie (quarterly) 
Collingwood (made quarterly at this date) 
January, 1881. Bradford (quarterly), 
January, 1882. Elmvale (quarterly). 
June, 1885, Tottenham (quarterly), 
Jane, 1886. Tottenham (changed to monthly at this date), 
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In the year 188g the County Council began to give some assistance 
to Agricultural Societies. The first of this kind was in November of 
that year, when the Council subscribed $400 on the stack of the Great 
Northern Agricultural and Horticultural Company at Collingwood, as 
authorized under R.S.O., chap. 155, 

In the following June, the Warden was instructed to subseribe 
for stock in the West Simcoe Agricultural Building Co. 
fof $500, and at the same session the Council also made gr 
$500 to cach of the agricultural societies of South and Bast 
At the succeeding November session the Agricultural Society of Card: 
well Electoral District were granted $300 to a 
able buildings, 

Acting on an application made in June, 1885, for assistance to 
rebuild the Agricultural Hall in Collingwood lately destroyed by fre, 
the Council ia November granted $200 to assist in rebuilding it. The 
rants to agricultural societies this year amounted t0 $1,300 besides 
‘8500 subscribed in stock 

In June, 1885, the Council also subseribed $200 in the stock of 
the Stayner Agricultural Association, and made a grant of S200 to 


assist in rebuilding the agricultural hall in Alliston, destroyed by fire, 
August, 188, 




















id them in erecting suit- 








In Tater years, the value of the tract at the south of Georg 





Bay for fruit growing has come to be widely recognized, especially the 
lange apple orchards of the northeen parts of the Township of Tiny, 


and the plum orchards of the Collingwood, Thornbury and Meaford 
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Introduction. 


‘This work naturally divided itself into two parts, distinct from 
‘each other in some ways, yet interwoven in other respects. 

First, a history of the public affairs of the county, and of its 
material progress, its institutions, ete. 

Second, a record of its pioneers with brief sketches of their lives, 
more especially those pioneers who took some part in public affairs. 

‘As to the sources from which the material has been gathered for 
this work, only a few remarks are necessary. In some degree, the 
work of @ person who undertakes to write a history of modern times, 
whether general or local, consists in going over newspaper files and 
Similar records. The writer did some work of this kind, but he had 

to develop the history of the days before the newspapers began in 
the county, and in so far as any plan could be made it was his chief aim 
to secure as much material as possible about the pre-newspaper days 
while it is still possible to get it, since it becomes more difficult to do 
so as time passes. For parts of the first volume he went through the 
printed proceedings of the District Council and of its successor, the 
County Council, from the beginning in 1848 to the present time, and 
also the Canadian statutes. For the second volume much was gathered 
at various times during the last thirty years from pioneers, most of 
whom are now passed away To cite all the authorities, for the 
statements made herein, would take space only a trifle less in amount 
than the work itself. So it has been thought inadvisable to encumber 
the present text with footnotes stating the authorities, as these can be, 
for the present, supplied by the author to those who may require them 
and will apply to him. 

‘Attempts at the compilation of a general history of this county 
have hitherto been confined for the most part to two or three directories 
issued more than thirty years ago and to an Atlas issued to subscribers 
in 1880 at the high price of $12.75 each. The Gazetteer and Directory 
of Simcoe for 1866-7 (McEvoy & Co., Toronto, 1866) had some histor- 
ical notes interspersed throughout its pages, and similar notes 
appeared in later editions of the same published by W. H. Irwin. A 
more extended compilation was the Historical Sketch in Belden’s Atlas 
(Toronto, 1880) issued at the unpopular price mentioned above. These 
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compilations, all the work of non-residents, and anonymous, have a 
high percentage of error, which the conditions made inevitable. They 
give but scanty aid, as pilots, to anyone aiming at the preparation of a 
full history. Notwithstanding its faults, the Atlas sketch shows much 
patient toil and research, and asa first effort it deserves some credit, 

The printing, in 1895, of the Minutes of the first District Council 
of Simcoe, 1843-7, which was the period before the advent of the 
printing press in the county, was accomplished in 1895 under the 
supervision of His Honour Judge Ardagh, and was an important step 
as it aroused some interest in the county's history. Besides its utility 
it discloses some of the quaint proceedings of the governing body of the 
county in the earliest years of its existence. 

The first draft of this History appeared as a serial which the 
author wrote and published from week to week in the columns of the 
Barrie Zxaminer, beginning in the issue of that newspaper for October 

, 1889, and concluding in that of February 5, 1891. Appearing in 
that shape, it had the advantage of a winnowing through the columns 
of a newspaper, and it underwent the criticisms and corrections which 
such a process brings, 

The Hon. J. S. Duff addressed the County Council on January 30, 
1908, requesting them to take the initiative in having a History of the 
County brought to completion, The Council having thereupon resolved 
to bring out a History, and having appointed a special committee 
consisting of Councillors A, C. Garden (Chairman), Messrs. Clark, 
Picotte, Scanlon, Potter, Lawson and the Warden (Donald Currie 
Barr), who has taken a lively interest in the production of the work, 
the author placed the original material at their service, with the 
reminder that much work was required to complete it. This they 
authorized in the following May, and the work then proceeded. 
‘Numerous long extracts were expunged from the original, and the 
remaining matter fully revised and increased fivefold, the result being 
the work now presented. The engravings are by the Grip Company, 
Toronto, and the typography of the work itself by Warwick Bros, & 
Rutter, Toronto. 
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Vol. 1—Its Public Affairs. 


Chapter I. 
THE HURONS AND THE EARLY FRENCH. 


When Samuel de Champlain returned to Canada from France in 
1615 he brought with him four friars of the Récollets—one of the three 
branches of which the Franciscan brotherhood consisted,—to under- 
take a mission work among the Indians of the country. One of these 
Franciscans, Joseph Le Caron, with twelve French soldiers, the very 
first summer of their arrival in Canada, made his way from Montreal 
to the populous Huron tribes of our own county, travelling hither in the 
company of a party of Hurons who had been there to trade. Cham- 
plain himself, with two other Frenchmen, followed with another party 
of Hurons eight days later. Both parties in turn journeyed by the 
usual route of that period, viz., up the Ottawa River, across Lake 
Nipissing, and down French River, by which they reached the shores 
of Georgian Bay; then, passing down its easterly side, they arrived 
in the country of the Hurons, landing somewhere on the north-east 
shore of the Township of Tin 

As the island called Beausoliel’s, which is marked on maps as Prince 
Wm, Henry, lies in the course of a canoe paddled across the entrance 
of Matchedash Bay, from the rocky islands of the eastern shore to 
the opposite mainland of Simcoe County, we may infer the most con- 
venient landing place to be somewhere on this mainland opposite the 
south corner of this island. One of the Ojibway names of this island 
has a meaning descriptive of its position, lying as it does across the 
channel. The same island (Beausoliel's), has yielded remains of 
Hurons, thus affording further proof of having been on the line of 
travel in that early time. 


(1) 
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On arriving among the Hurons, Le Caron began his missionary 
work, but made slow progress until he gained some knowledge of their 
language. Champlain arrived at the Huron village of Otouacha on 
Aug. 1, 1615; next day he went to another village called Carmaron, a 
French league distant. He next visited two other places with even 
more frightful names (Touaguainchain and Tequenonquiaye) : thence 
to Carhagouha, fortified by a triple palisade of wood, thirty-five feet 
high. They banquetted him at these places, and he describes in his 
Journal, with considerable detail, the course of events, giving also 
descriptions of the products of the districts through which he passed. 
Then, after visits to five more of the principal villages, he reached 
Cahiague, with its 200 lodges, on Aug. 17. After some waiting, he 
went from Cahiague on Sept. 1, with a war party of Hurons against 
the Iroquois, passing on his way, the fishing station of the Indians at 
the Narrows, which he describes, thencé proceeding by way of Balsam 
Lake and the chain of waterways now known as the Trent route. 
Having returned to the Huron country in December from this 
expedition against the Iroquois, Champlain repaired to Carhagouha 
and found Le Caron, who had, in the meantime, continued his labors 
among the Hurons. After a few weeks’ rest, the two made a tour 
in February, 1616, to villages and towns of the Tobacco Nation in 
Nottawasaga Township, and to the tribe called “Chevaux Releves,” 


living further west in the valley of the Beaver River. In the succeeding 
summer, both of these pioneers returned from the Huron country 1 
Quebec. 


THE FRaNcIscaNs. 


After this beginning through Joseph Le Caron, the missionaries 
of the Franciscan Order labored among the Hurons at intervals for 
more than ten years. In fact, till 1629, the Order continued their 
Huron missions, the annals of which are given by Sagard in his two 
books printed in 1632 and 1636 respectively, and in which he also 
describes the Hurons themselves, as they appeared to him. The Order 
of St, Francis was a brotherhood of bare-footed friars, who formed 
themselves into a fraternity in the Thirteenth century; and being of 
a more humble disposition than the Jesuits, their labors in our county 
have been less known, yet none the less worthy. 

De la Roche Daillon, a member of the Order, left Quebec in 1626 
with a party of Hurons gathered there to trade, and with him Brebeuf 
and De la Noue of the Jesuit Order, all bound for the country of the 
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Hurons. He has left a narrative of his experiences, and Sagard in- 
‘eludes it in his history. On Oct. 18, Daillon started from Huronia 
to visit the more remote Indian tribes in this province. He went by 
way of the Tobacco Nation, and then made his famous tour among 
the Neutrals, who lived in the territory westward from Lake Ontario 
to the St, Clair. On his return to the Hurons in 1627 he did not 
remain Jong among them, but soon went to Quebec, leaving his col- 
Jeagues at work among the natives of this county. 

‘The once numerous nations of the Huron Indians, whom Cham- 
plain and the Franciscan missionaries found in this county were so 
important in its early history that they deserve a separate volume. 
‘Accordingly, it will be only a mere outline of them which this present 
work can contain, But as relics of these Indians are to be seen in 
museums throughout every part of the world, having been taken from 
the county at one time or another, and for which it has become famous, 
it would be an omission, even in a general sketch, to pass this subject 
in silence. The three kinds of their remains best known are their 
village sites, burial pits, and trails in the forest, to each of which a 
few remarks must be devoted. 


Huron Vintaces. 


‘There are evidences in the early French writers of an increase of 
population in the Huron territory (now North Simcoe), from which we 
may infer that migrations took place. Champlain and Le Caron, in 
1615, reckoned 17 or 18 villages in the area, with 10,000 persons. Bre- 
beuf, in 1635—20 years later—found 20 villages and about 30,000 souls. 
[Relations (Canadian edition), 1635, p- 333 1636, p. 138.] Here is evi- 
dence of an influx from some quarter into the sheltered peninsula of 
North Simcoe, between the years 1615 and 1635. Yet, further, accord 
ing to the Jesuits, there were in the year 1639 thirty-two inhabited 
villages of the Hurons in the same territory. 

There is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the statements for 
those particular years, but there are sites of upwards of four hundred 
Huron villages within that area. All these, however, were not occu- 


pied at the same time, as the remains show; some had evidently been 
abandoned before the arrival of the French, because all research has 
failed to reveal any traces of French intercourse; while others yield 
abundant evidence of the presence of French traders. ‘The Hurons were 
incessantly harassed by the hostile Iroquois tribes, and compelled to 
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shift their habitations from time to time; their filthy domestic habits 
also rendered it impossible for them to remain long in one place. They 
were thus obliged to lead a half nomadic life, although they were quite 
stationary when compared with the Ojibways, Ottawas, and other tribes 
of the Algonquin peoples. And hence it came that only a few of the 
Huron villages, whose remains are still traceable, were occupied at 
the times of the census returns just mentioned, 

The sites of nearly all these villages are marked by artificial heaps 
on the surface of the ground, ashes and debris at some distance below 
the surface, stone and bone implements, fragments of pottery in great 
abundance, besides many other relics. Articles of early French manu- 
facture are often found. ‘These villages were of various sizes, ranging 
from two or three lodges to extensive hamlets. The largest site in the 
county known to us covers an area of more than fifteen acres. Many 
of them were palisaded; but nearly all traces of fortification have been 
obliterated from the surface, owing to the great length of time that 
has elapsed since they were deserted. Nearly all the Huron villages 

re situated on elevated ground where the soil is light, but close 10 
a supply of fresh water, and in several cases it is possible to locate 
a chain of villages lying along a particular trail, whose direction de- 
pended on the physical features of the region. 


Tueir BuRIALS. 


With many of the more important villages in the Huron country 
there are associated ossuaries, or bone-pits. Since the year 1819, when 
Simcoe County first began to receive European settlers, discoveries 
of Huron ossuaries have been constantly taking place. The number 
of these discovered and undiscovered, has been variously estimated; 
more than one hundred and fifty have already been excavated by dif- 
ferent persons, but chiefly by the farmers. As to the number of skele- 
tons in each pit, a great diversity exists. The ossuary of 
average size contains about three hundred, but a few have been found 
in the Townships of Tay and Tiny containing, at a moderate estimate, 
more than a thousand, while others contain less than a dozen. These, 
however, are exceptional cases. The Hurons selected light, sandy soil, 
almost invariably for the pits, clearly because they had no good imple- 
ments for digging heavy soils. 

‘The Huron mode of burial resembled in some respects that of the 
Sioux, Blackfeet, and other North-west tribes of our own day. The 
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body was placed, after death, upon a scaffold supported by four upright 
poles. At regular intervals of time the skeletons were collected from 
the scaffolds and buried in a large pit dug for the purpose. 

Brebeuf’s account of the burial ceremony, (Relations des Jesuites, 
1636), has been fully confirmed by excavation of the ossuaries. In 
most cases, the small bones of the feet and hands, and such as could 
easily be blown from the scaffolds or removed by cartion-eating fowls, 
are not to be found, showing that the bodies were exposed on the 
scaffold before interment. In a few instances it is possible to find 
some large bones of the limbs (femora, tibie, humeri), arranged in 
bundles of a size convenient for carrying. Although the thongs which 
bound them together have entirely perished, the surrounding soil kept 
them in their original position. 

Further proof of the strange mode of burial among the Hurons 
exists in the fact that the dimensions of the pit are almost always less 
than would have been required for dead bodies. No definite arrange- 
ment of the bones in a pit can be traced; although one sometimes 
observes that all the skulls have been placed with the face downward— 
an arrangement by no means universally adopted. The few ossuaries 
in which entire bodies were buried together, can easily be distinguished 
from the prevailing variety. When buried in this way, as sometimes 
may have occurred after a massacre, it was usual to arrange the 
bodies regularly with their feet toward the centre of the pit. 

After the arrival of the French, brass kettles were often buried 
with the bones. These were purposely damaged at the time of inter- 
ment by knocking a large hole in the bottom with a tomahawk. Many 
of these kettles have been found in some ossuaries especially in those 
of the Townships of Medonte, Tiny and Tay. Besides kettles, they 
buried copper and stone axes, chisels, and, in fact, almost everything 
to be found in a Huron household. 


‘Tueie Forest Traits. 


The third class of Huron remains—the trails—have been singu- 
larly preserved from obliteration by succeeding Algonquin tribes. These 
tribes followed the original trails that were used by the Hurons in the 
Seventeenth century, and kept them open down to the clearing of the 
forest by the white settlers. Our knowledge of the location of these 
trails comes chiefly from pioneers of the district, who themselves used 
the trails before opening the present public roads. From the fact 
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that the sites of the Huron villages are now found along the same 
trails, it is clear that the paths recently closed were the original Huron 
trails. The foregoing remarks on the village sites, burials and trails 
apply to the Tobacco Nation, which dwelt in Nottawasaga Township 
when the Hurons dwelt in the north-east parts of the county. 


‘Tur OLp Huron Missions. 


‘The story of the Jesuit missions to the Huron Indians has 
often been told; but as new facts arise in connection with the subject, 
such a story will easily bear repetition in the light of the new facts. 


Pars ,\,G\CHOROGRAPHIA 
of i\S REGIONIS 
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‘The First Published Map of a Portion of Simeoe County. 
Frou Father DaCrou2’s "Historia Canadensis" (1650) 


Intrepid missionaries of every creed, many of them working with- 
out colleagues or helpers of any kind, have ranged far and near among 
the habitations of all kinds of aboriginal peoples. Yet the labors of 
none surpass in zeal or in strength of organization those of Brebeuf 
and his band of associates during their fifteen years of toil between the 
Georgian Bay and Lake Simcoe. 

Briefly given by years, and in the order of their arrival, the roll 
of these missionaries stands thu: 

In 1634, Brebeuf, with Daniel and Davost, reached the Huron 
country; next year, Pijart and Le Mercier came; again, three more— 
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Jogues, Chastellain and Garnier; then Ragueneau; and the following, 
summer, Jerome Lalemant, Le Moyne and Du Peron, This brings us 
down to the year 1639, the date of the building of Ste, Marie on the 
Wye, as their headquarters, after which a few others came. 

Father Daniel, in 1648, was the first of these to lose his life. 
This occurred during the destruction of Teanaustaye, at which Huron 
town they had established the mission of St. Joseph. At the present 
day many iron tomahawks have been found near the site of this town; 
and at a solitary spot on the way to the next mission town of St. 
Michael, the owner of the land found great numbers of these weapons. 
‘At this place the ground was bestrewed with tomahawks so thickly 
as to suggest that it was the scene of an Indian battle. 

In the destruction of St. Louis during the next year the Iroquois cap- 
tured Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalemant, and took them back to St. Ignace, 
where they put them to death. The geographical position of St. Ignace 
has been an open question for many years. As at least half a dozen 
places had been suggested, the writer, ten years ago, visited all the 
Huron village sites known to him, within reasonable distance of Ste. 
Marie on the Wye, and reached the conclusion that it was on lot 11, 
concession 9, of Tay. Since that time two other places have been 
suggested, both at greater distances from Ste. Marie, but it does not 
appear that their claims are as good as those of the one on lot 11 
‘The question is more fully dealt with in another work on the antiqui 
ties of the district, and so it need not be taken up in this general 
sketch. 

A modern post village in Medonte Township bears the name of 
Mount St. Louis, perhaps meant to commemorate the old mission, al- 
though there is a geographical error in thus naming the place; it 
would have been more properly called Mount St. Joseph, as the mission 
of St. Louis itself was about ten miles further north 

Finally, Garnier was among the slain at the capture of the mission 
town of St. Jean in the Tobacco Nation; and his companion, Chabanel, 
was murdered by a Huron a few days later. Thus, there were five 
Jesuit priests martyred in the Huron country. 

‘The remains of the mission headquarters of Ste. Marie on the 
Wye may still be seen where the River Wye issues from Mud Lake, 
being known as the Old Fort. They are in a much-neglected condition. 

A Memorial Church at Penetanguishene was erected to cogymemo- 
rate the fives of these martyrs. Built in the prevailing stylg of the 
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continent of Europe, with ‘turrets twain," which one also frequently 


sees in the Province of Quebec, it crowns the high ground in that 
northern town and overlooks the picturesque bay. The parish and 
church—the handsome new structure also— were named Ste. Anne’s 
at first, after the early mission near there. The indefatigable efforts 
of the late Rev. Father Laboreau, the pastor, were devoted for many 
years towards the completion of this work. The corner stone was 
laid Sept. sth, 1886, and the building was far enough advanced by 
1890 to allow services to be held in the basement. It was dedicated 
in 1902. 


Chureh ut Penetanguishene Erected as a Memorial to the 
‘Martyred Jesuit Missionaries. 


(White in course of erection}. 


It would be an omission not to speak, at least briefly, of the 
“Relations of these missionaries—the reports of their work in the 
Huron country (as well as in other parts of Canada), to the heads of 
their order in Quebec and in France. Like other books written on 
the field of action, especially books of travel, they breathe the open air 
of forest, lake and river, Notwithstanding the monotony of the par- 
ticulars about conversions and sacraments, occupying so much space 
in their pages, and the drawback of having been written amid dangers 
and interruptions of every kind in rude mission lodges, they have a 
simplicity and charm peculiar to themselves. 
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The original editions of the ‘‘Relations’”? have been for a long time 
among the rarest of books, The three-volume reprint, made in 1858, 
by the Canadian Government, has also become a rarity. And the 
new series, published by the Burrows Brothers Company, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, will soon follow in the same direction. The latter issue 
has an advantage for English readers over the former one, inasmuch 
as the text is translated into English, the original French being given 
on the opposite page. 

Besides the fact that they are edifying, these “Relations” have 
been the chief authorities from which Canadian historians have drawn 
much information, although the Recollets preceded the Jesuits in 
this country, und alsorleft a few volumes of original materials 

In many ways the labors of these Jesuit missionaries, and the 
books they have left us, will remain a prominent feature in the history 
of this country. 


La Satte's Journeys to THe West. 


The great explorer, La Salle, with his party of twenty-five men, 
passed this way in his expedition to the Illinois, in 1680. Making his 


way from Fort Frontenac, he followed up the River Humber, then 
crossed to Lake Simcoe, and thence by the Georgian Bay, he reached 
Michilimackinac. Again, in his expedition of the following year he 
took the same route. 

“At the beginning of autumn,” says Dr. Scadding, ‘‘he was at 
Toronto, where the long and difficult portage to Lake Simcoe de- 
tained him a fortnight, He spent a part of it in writing an account 
of what had lately occurred, to a correspondent in France.” He 
concludes his letter thus: “I have a hundred things to write, but 
you could not believe how hard it is to do it among Indians. The 
canoes and their lading must be got over the portages, and I must 
speak to them continually, and bear all their importunity, or else they 
will do nothing I want. I hope to write more at leisure next year, 
and tell you the end of this business, which I hope will turn out well; 
for I have M. de Tonty, who is full of zeal; thirty Frenchmen, all 
good men, without reckoning such as I cannot trust, and more than 
# hundred Indians, some of them Shawanoes, and others from New 
England, all of whom know how to use guns.”” With so many en- 
cumbrances, it was October before he reached the Georgian Bay 
Then falls a long silence over the country of the ancient Hurons and 
its environs, during which (for a whole century) very little is known 


of what was happening there. 
2 








Chapter Il. 


THE OJIBWAYS AND THEIR SURRENDERS OF THE LANDS. 


With the massacres of 1649 and 1650, the Hurons vanish from 
these parts, and the events therein occurring, for more than a century 
afterward, are less known, When we begin to hear of the region 
again the Indians are all Ojibways. Some writers have asserted that 
these Algonquin tribes came from the north shore of Georgian Bay 
and spread over the abandoned country of the Hurons; but one should 
not forget the populous tribes of Algonquins who, in the days when 
the early Jesuits had a mission among them, lived in the Townships 
of North and South Orillia, There are no existing records to show 
that these tribes were ever completely displaced from their ancient 
possessions, although it is natural to suppose the massacre perpe- 
trated by the Iroquois in their neighborhood would inspire them with 
fear and cause them to retreat for at least a brief period. 

One writer on the traditional history of the Ojibways, George 
Copway, has asserted that some Iroquois did take up their abode in 
the land from which they had driven the Hurons, and maintained sét- 
tlements, of which the principal one was near Orillia; but the tradition 
is yet unconfirmed by actual history. The region has teemed with 
traditions of battles in various places between the Ojibways and their 

ereditary enemies, the unrelenting Iroquois; and indeed every burial 
pit of the Huron tribes brought to light has been accounted for as 
the result of some battle, by those unacquainted with Huron burial 
practices. Another writer asserts that soon after the massacres of the 
Hurons there was a migration, in 1653, to this county and other parts 
of Southern Ontario of Mississagas who had been inhabiting the banks 
ofa river of that name in Algoma, and after them the Ojibways, from 
near Sault Ste. Marie. (Canadian Journal, Vol. 3, old series, p. 209) 
Whatever may be the value of these traditions, the first travellers, after 
the beginning of British rule in the eighteenth century, found Ojibways 
in the district now comprised within our county 


A Few Oxp Names oF Lake SIMCOE. 


Some remarkable names have from time to time been given to 
Lake Simcoe, more especially by the Ojibways; and it may be of 
2a [10] 
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present interest to review the circumstances under which they have been 


applied, more especially as there are some fragments of history in 


them, ‘The earliest term by which Lake Simcoe was known was 
“Quentaron,” or “‘Quentironk,”” which signified in the language of 
the Huron Indians who applied it, ‘Beautiful Lake," from which we 
would infer that Huron taste was wsthetic. Lahontan, in 1687, called 
it Lake Toronto, signifying “gateway,” or “pass,” in the Huron 
language; and many subsequent map-makers adopted this name for 
it 

The later French traders gave it the name of ‘Aux Claies,” 
which referred to hurdles, or latticework, employed in the taking of 
fish. May not the explanation of this term be found in the rows of 
stakes, or the “fence”? at the Narrows, whose identification with the 
contrivance seen by Champlain, and described in his journal, was due 
to the Iate Joseph Wallace, sen., of Orillia? It is within the range 
of possibilities that this ancient collection of stakes or fish-weir at 
the Narrows, had some connection with this name. Lac aux Claies, 
frequently becoming corrupted into Le Clie, continued to be the name 
given for many years. 

‘The Ojibways of this district in the eighteenth century knew it by 
the name ‘‘Ashuniong,”’ or, as it is sometimes given—Shain-c-ong, 
Sheniong, or Sinion, The Rev. Dr. Scadding, in a note to his paper 
on “The Toronto Landing,” says this word, Sinion, or Sheniong is in- 
terpreted by some to mean “Silver Lake." For another account of 
the meaning and origin of this name we are indebted to Dr. A. F. 
Chamberlain, formerly of Toronto, As stated to him, in 1888, by an 
aged member of the Mississaga band at Lake Scugog, which formerly 
dwelt at Lake Simcoe, ‘‘Ashuniong” means ‘The place of the dog- 
call,"” and is derived from the Algonquin word, Ashuniun, ‘To call a 
dog.” Various words in the Algonquin vocabulary are but the early 
French words Indianized, and this name of Lake Simcoe is so sus- 
piciously like the French ‘‘chien”’ for “dog” as to suggest some con- 
nection with it, The French ‘‘chien’? enters into other geographical 
names, as in “Prairie du Chien,” so it might be in this. Be 
this as it may, Dr. Chamberlain obtained the Mississaga tradition of 
the naming of Lake Simcoe thus: ‘‘Early one calm day an Indian 
beside the lake thought he heard some one calling a dog, Ashuniun ! 
Ashuniun ¥ The voice could be heard plainly, but there was nobody 
to be seen. So our people called the lake Ashuniong, the place of the 
dog-call.”” 
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In the manuscript notebook compiled at Mr. St. George's trading: 
post at the Narrows, which bears the date 1802, and is preserved in 
the Toronto Public Library, Lake Simcoe appears to be called ‘Te 
nignon,” but the meaning of the term is not clear. 

Again, in Copway's ‘“Traditional History of the Ojibway Nation,” 


the writer of which once belonged to the Rice and Mud Lake bands, 


he calls Lake Simcoe, “Wahweyagahmah."” This name occurs fre- 
quently throughout parts of Canada where Algonquins have been 
settled, and means in their language ‘Round Lake." It is an 
appropriate one for this lake, as without the bays at the south and 
west, its shape is quite round. 
In 1793 Governor Simcoe gave it the name by which it has ever 
ince been known, not in honor of himself, but of his father, Capt. 
Simcoe. R.N. 


Buvine THE Laxp FRom tHE Oymways. 


‘The official document which attests the purchase of the land at 
Penetanguishene from the Indians, has some curiosities in the way 
of orthography, for the Indian chiefs seem to have possessed names 
which no ordinary linguist can be expected to articulate without 
good deal of practice: 


Chabondasheam Reindeer 
Aasance Otter. 
Wabininquon Pike, 
Ningawson Reindeer. 
Omassanahsqutawah Reindeer 


The Treaty, which bore these formidable signatures, was made at 
York, May 22, 1798 and was signed by Wm. Claus, Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, on behalf of the British Government, and by George 
Cowan, Indian interprete 

‘The bargain was for a tract of land adjacent to the harbor of 
Penetanguishene. For £ror, Quebec currency, those five chiefs 
granted, etc., that tract butted and bounded as follows 


“Beginning at the head or southwesternmost angle of a bay situ- 
ated above certain French ruins, (i.e., the head of Mud Lake, at the 
lower end of which is the ruin of Ste. Marie on the Wye, as shown on 
the sketch of the purchase accompanying the treaty) the head er 
southwesternmost angle of the said bay being called by the Indians 
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Opetikuoyawsing; thence north 70 degrees west to a bay of Lake 
Huron, called by the Indians Nottoway Sague Bay; thence around the 
shore to the place of beginning, containing all the land therein, to- 
gether with the islands in the Harbour of Penetanguishene. 


In the subsequent treaty of 1815, the length of the line from 
Opetiguoyawsing, which was near Wyebridge of the present time, to 
Nottawasaga Bay, is said to be seven and a half miles, The tract of 
land purchased by this treaty of 1798 was all included in the Town- 
ships of Tiny and Tay. 

Previous to this treaty of 1798, there had been a surrender in 
179 of the land adjacent to Penetanguishene harbor, which was 
intended as a camping place for the traders. But this earlier tran- 
saction was an ‘‘agreement to purchase,” as it appears, the actual 
treaty not having been made till 1798. 

After the visit of Governor Simcoe to Matchedash Bay in 1793, 
the harbor at Penetanguishene, which he had the sagacity to recognize 
as a desirable place for a fort, had continually been coveted by the 
Government. And the negotiations leading up to the final surrender 
of the harbor by the Indians in 1798, all had their origin in his choice. 

A few years later another preliminary treaty with the Ojibways 
agreed for the purchase of the tract of land between Kempenfeldt Bay 
and the Penetanguishene purchase. And in connection with the boun- 
daries of this new purchase, Samuel S. Wilmot made an exploration 
of the territory in March, 1808. A stone mark at the water edge, 
twenty chains west of Kempenfeldt Sand Point, as described in 
various Indian treaties of this period, was the starting point for the 
measurement of their boundaries. From this important spot, Wilmot 
surveyed the Penetanguishene Road in 181, and it thus became the 
southerly end of the Oro-Vespra town line, as well as the point of 
departure of the military highway. The object in buying this tract 
from the Indians at this time appears to be to open a road by which 
the North-West Company could transport their furs from Lake Huron 
to York (Toronto), thereby avoiding the circuitous route of Lake Erie 
and the inconvenience of passing along the American frontier, At 
any rate, this was the object alleged in Smyth's Gazetteer, published 
in 1813. 

‘The proliminary treaty just mentioned was “an agreement to 
purchase,” and this appears to be the tenure during the time of the 
war, when the road was hastily opened for military and naval pur- 
Poses. It was not until Nov. 17th, 1815, that the actual treaty was 
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agreed to, and signed. The three chiefs who ceded the new territory 
were Kinaybicoinini, Aisaince and Misquuckkey—names perhaps all 
frightful enough, yet in which we have no difficulty in recognizing the 
more familiar Snake, Aisance and Yellowhead. These three chiefs 
granted the tract of land bounded as follows :— 


“Beginning at a stone boundary, 20 chains N., 81 degrees w. 
from the base of Kempenfeldt Sand Pont, (which is projecting about 
five and a half chains into Kempenfeldt Bay), thence (i.e., from the 
stone boundary), N., 4o degrees W., thirty-six miles and a quarter, 
more or less, to Lake Huron; then along the shore to the bottom of 
Nottawaysague Bay, at the N.W. angle of the Penetanguishene pur- 
chase; thence along its $.W. boundary seven and a haif miles to a 
small bay called Opetequoyawsing ; thence northerly out the bay, (i 
€., out of Mud Lake), to Gloucester or Sturgeon Bay and following the 
shore of Matchedash Bay easterly, southerly and northerly until it 
intersects a line at or near the mouth of a small lake, being the 
western boundary of a purchase said to have been made in 1785, thence 
south along the westerly limits of the said purchase, eleven miles, more 
or less, until it intersects a line produced N. 78 degrees W. from the 
waters of Lake Simcoe near the carrying place hereinafter mentioned; 
then S. 78 degrees E. along the S. boundary line of the said 


mentioned purchase to the waters of Lake Simcoe, near to a carry 
place leading to a small lake, distant about three miles westerly ; and 
then southwesterly along the northwestern shore of Lake Simcoe and 
Kempenfeldt Bay, to the place of beginning, containing about 250,000 
acres of land.” 


‘The consideration the chiefs received for this tract was £4,000. 

A line from the stone boundary at Kempenfeldt, projected at the 
angle mentioned in the treaty, would reach the shore of Tiny Town- 
ship somewhere in the vicinity of Six Mile Point, according to our 
modern maps. 


The treaty of Oct. 17th, 1818, completed the surrender of the 
territory from Lake Ontario to the Georgian Bay (then called Lake 
Huron unreservedly) and was the most extensive of all. Four chiefs, 
or principal men of the Ojibway nation, took part in the negotiations, 


Musquakie, or Yellow Head Reindeer. 
Kaqueticum, or Snake Cat Fish, 
Maskigouce, or Swamp Otter. 
Manitonobe, or Male Devil a Pike. 
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And a fifth, named, Manitobinince, or Devil's Bird, with some 
kind of fish as his totem, apparently the pike, also subscribes his ‘‘devil- 
ish’ name to the treaty, although he does not figure in the text itself. 
These chiefs for the yearly sum of £1,200, granted the tract thus 
bounded :— 
by the District of London on the west, 
by Lake Huron (i.e., Georgian Bay) on the north, 
by the Penetanguishene purchase (made in 1815) on the east, and/ 
by the south shore of Kempenfeldt Bay, the western shore of Lake! 
Simcoe, and Cook’s Bay and the Holland River to the N.W. 
angle of the Township of King. 


This large tract contained 1,592,000 acres by computation. 





Chief Yellowhead’s House, Orillia, afterward the First St. James" Parsonage, 
(Uy eourtesy of Miss A. E. Stewart, Orillia). 


The reader has, perhaps, already observed how the process of 
buying the several parts of Simcoe County from the Indians took place 


from north to south, a direction quite the reverse of what we might 
expect. 


The annual distribution of presents for these and other land sur- 
renders took place at Holland Landing in 1827 and 1828, as well as 
in previous years; then at Orillia and at Present Island near Pene- 
tanguishene and Midland until 1835; then at Manitoulin Island for 
the first time in 1836, and afterward always there. Thus the busiest 





16 4 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


theatre of Indian life at the dawn of white settlement was just where, 


in the seventeenth century, Champlain and the early French mission- 


aties had found so many Hurons. But it was now shifting north 
ward before the advancing tide of civilization not to return. 

‘The most prominent or best known of the Ojibway chiefs who 
signed the treaties for the cessions of the different parts of the county 
was Musquakie, or Yellowhead. For many years he was the head 
chief over all the Ojibway chiefs in the district, and was a famous man 
in his day, his memory being still kept green in the name of “Muskoka 
The Government built, in 1831, a residence in Orillia for Yellowhead; 
the building afterwards became the first St. James’ parsonage, and 
still exists, though in a much changed condition, as a private resi- 
dence, having being moved to another street some years ago from its 
original position near the present parsonage on Neywash Street. In 
the Council House, also built about the same time, the early mission- 
aries of all denominations of religion held services. It thus became known 
also as the Old Mission House, and as the Anglican Church was the first 
to send a regular clergyman to Orillia, in 1841, it was the first church 
of that denomination in the town, the accompanying illustration of 
that historic building, having been drawn by the Rev. Canon Greene 
from plans and descriptions. It was moved to another site, bricked 
over, and, like the first parsonage, exists at the present day in a 
modified shape. 

Musquakie, or William Yellowhead had his jaw shattered by a 
ball in the war of 1812, and the wound ever afterwards during his life 
showed as a defect in the side of his face. He died at an advanced 
age, the burial taking place on January 14th, 1864. The register of 
St. James, in Orillia, gives his age at death as 95 years, yet many 
persons believed at the time of his death that his age exceeded 100 
years, and Thomas McMurray gives this current belief in his book 
‘on Muskoka and Parry Sound. (Bracebridge, 1871). At page 36, Mr, 
McMurray says :— 

“Old Chief Yellowhead died in 1865 (1864) aged 106 years. He 
was an honest Indian, much respected by all who knew him, and he 
continued to frequent his hunting grounds (in Muskoka) till a few 
days before his death. On his last trip he called at the residence of the 
writer (in Draper Township), and remained over night.” 

His body lies in St. James’ Churchyard at Orillia, In his will he 
professed faith in the Christian doctrines. 
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In the days of the pioneers the Indians were much more numerous 
throughout this county than they are on the reserves to-day, and in 
view of their numbers were of more importance in the life of the new 
country. In their system for governing themselves, the Ojibways 
had at least some well defined notions of land-holding and proprietary 
rights, when the first white settlers arrived and found them in occupa- 
tion of the soil. They had divided off the land among different families or 
bands for hunting grounds, and observed these bounds quite strictly. 
Thus, John Jack and his brother Jonas had from the lake which bears 
his aame (Jack's Lake) westward to the Blue Mountains; the band, or 
sub-band, at Snake’s Island, had a portion of the adjacent Township 
of Innisfil; Musquakie, or Yellowhead, had his own lake now spelled 
Muskoka Lake; and so on, 





Indian Couneil House and Chureh, Orillia, Erected in 1881 
(Drawn from plans and descriptions by the Rev. Canon Greene). 


‘The first Indian Agent in this district was Capt. Thos. Gummersall 
Anderson, who had been a fur trader on the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries till the war of 1812-15. After the war he was placed on the staff 
of the Indian Department, and lived at Drummond Island. In 1828, 
when that station passed into the hands of the United States, he came 
to Penetanguishene, and two years later moved with his family to Cold- 
water. In 1837 he moved to Manitoulin Island, and on the death of 
Col. Jarvis (1845) he was promoted to the position of Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs. He finally moved his family to Cobourg in 1847, 
in and near which place he spent the remainder of his life. He died 
in 1875 in his o7th year. A sketch of his career, with illustrations, 
appears in the Sixth volume of the Papers and Records of the Ontario 


Historical Society, along with some reminiscences of his times. 
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Tue ORILL1A-CoLpwaTER RESERVATION. 


Prior to 1830, the Indians had wandered indiscriminately about 
the Lake Simcoe region; but in that year, Sir John Colborne, the 
Lieut-Governor, collected them on a reserve of 9,800 acres, stretch- 
ing from the Narrows to Coldwater. They consisted for the most part 
of three bands of Ojibways under Chiefs Yellowhead, Aisance, and 
Snake, besides a band of Pottawatamies, lately from Drummond 
Island, or Michigan. ‘They numbered in all about 500, and were 
placed under the superintendence of Captain T. G. Anderson, The 
headquarters of Chief Snake’s band was the island named after him; 
Yellowhead’s band, which afterward removed to Rama, was then lo- 
cated at Orillia and the Narrows; while that of Chief Aisance was set~ 
tled at Coldwater, the other extremity of the reserve. A road was at 
once cleared from the Narrows to Coldwater along the famous trail, 
and during 1831 a line of houses was built by the Government at a 
distance of a mile apart over a portion of the route. Shortly after- 
ward the Government also erected, at Coldwater, a store, a school, and 
a grist mill, the latter of which began operations in 183, 

‘This reserve was on different occasions visited by Rev. Peter Jones, 
and many are the interesting references to it in his published works. 
Mrs. Anna Jameson, the distinguished authoress, passed that way in 
1837, and records her observations and experiences in Winter Studies 
and Summer Rambles (Vol. 3). She also recounts at considerable 
Iength her visit to the Indians of Manitoulin Island with Capt. Ander- 
son, Other travellers have also left accounts of this early Reserve. 
John Carruthers, in his Retrospect, has also preserved a glimpse of 
the locality and its inhabitants as they appeared in 18: 

‘The Indians on this reserve made rapid progress in the peaceful 
arts of the white men, according to the extant report for 1835 of Mr. 
Anderson, the Superintendent. There was a threatened outbreak of 
‘cholera among them in 1832, as we learn from the following letter, 
but fortunately it passed over without serious trouble. 


York, (Toronto), 6th August, 1832. 


Dear Sik,—The Lieutenant-Governor has just sent me a com- 
munication from Mr. Darling, a surgeon, recently arrived at the Indian 
Settlement at Coldwater, stating that a decided case of cholera had 
trade its appearance among the Indians, and remarking that from the 
exposure the settlers are subject to, for want of shelter, the disease 





OJIBWAYS AND SURRENDERS OF LANDS. 19 


would most probably spread amongst them. I beg, therefore, that 
you will, if circumstances should make it necessary, have erected such 
accommodation for them as you may judge their numbers and situa 
tions require and afford them all the relief in your power. However, 
as the disease does not appear to spread at Newmarket or any other 
country place, I am inclined to think the settlers will, in a great 
measure, escape. 
(Sgd.) PETER ROBINSON. 


Mr. Wellesly Richey, Medonte. 


In 1836 the Indians surrendered this Reserve to the Government.! 
Yellowhead’s band removed, in 1838, from Orillia and the Narrows tol 
Rama, where they made a purchase of 1,600 acres of land for £800— 
paid out of their annuities. According to the surveyor, Chas. Rankin, 
quoted in Lord Durham’s Report (p. 174, edn. 1902), the settlers of 
Rama Township, after a trial of three years, had abandoned their farms 
on which they had made improvements. They had met with such 
serious difficulties from being separated by lands in the midst of their 
settlements owned by speculators, who had no intention of settling 
them, that they had not made the necessary roads. In this way Rama 
had become available for the Indians in 1838. Aisance’s band settled 
at Coldwater, removed to Beausoliel and Christian Islands, where they 
have resided ever since. 

With the Reserve thus broken up in 1836-8, were connected the 
names of several teachers and missionaries: Law, Currie, Sawyer, 
Mulkins, Moffatt, Miss Manwaring, besides Rev. Messrs. Case, Miller, 
Stinson, Allison, Belton, and Scott. Mr. Anderson, the Superintend- 
ent, visited Manitoulin Island in 1835, and shortly afterwards removed 
there to take charge of the extensive Indian establishment formed upon 
the island at that time. 


ATTeprs ar REMOVAL OF THE TRIBES 


In Sir F. B, Head’s first year (1836), he removed from this 
county the annual delivery of presents, and held it at Manitoulin Istand, 
to induce the Indians to retreat before ‘‘the accursed progress of 
civilization,” and to retire upon the, islands, as far as possible from 
white men—a course which Sir John Colborne had also strongly recom- 
mended. Yet, from the very despatch (No. 95), in which Sir Francis 


B. Head advocated this humane service for the red men, it appears 
he also possessed a knowledge of the fact that many Indians were living 
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on rich lands, with white neighbours execrating their indolence, drunk 
enness, etc., without making a single effort to improve them. The 
plan advocated and introduced by Elder Case and his co-workers, viz. 
to have Indian school- to overcome the degenerating surroundings 
es were liv g amidst, was obviously not that of Sir F, B. 
|. Nowadays he Government Indian schools everywhere, but 
more especially in the newer provinces, show that a vast change has 
taken place in the policy of the Government. 

Evidences of a different state of affairs in those times were every- 
where plainly to be seen. For example, we read in the Journal of the 
Rev. Peter Jones, in June, 1827, when the distribution of presents was 
annually held at Holland Landing, how that Chief W. Snake com- 
plained of Mr. Borland and Philemon Squires, threatening to flog him 
if he did not leave off attending the Methodist meetings, and how that 
the traders were exasperated generally at the Indians becoming a sober 
people. Restriction of afew traders would have been easier than 
moving the entire Indian nations, yet such was the remedy proposed 
and partly carried into effect. 

Placing the Indians on islands and tracts of worthless land was 
really a practice copied from Maine, New York and other border states, 
at that day. And although Head execrated everything republican, or 
what he was pleased to call ‘‘the low, grovelling principles of di 
mocracy,”” he copied really more from the United States than he thought 
he did. If in such barren, desert places, Indians failed to prosper as 
farmers, it does little credit to the white men to find fault with them 
for it. 

‘The question of removing the Indians remained a live one for 
some years. A General Council of Indian Chiefs and Principal Men 
was held at Orillia, on July 3oth and rst, 1846, on the proposed 
removal of the smaller communities, and the establishment of manual 
labor schools. ‘The minutes of this council were printed in a pamphlet 
at Montreal, the same year, from notes taken in shorthand, and other- 
wise, by Henry Baldwin, barrister-at-law, of Peterborough, secretary 
to the chiefs in council. A number of clergymen, residing in the 
district, were present at this council, of which the place of meeting is 
named in the pamphlet as the ‘Lake Simcoe Narrows.”” 





Chapter Il. 


THE DAYS OF THE FUR TRADERS. 


Some Norewortuy Pioneer TRapexs. 


Across the water of Matchedash Bay, from the village of Fesser- 
ton, or more precisely, opposite Bush's Point, are the remains of 
buildings known among the settlers there as ‘The Chimneys.” On 
the shore at that place you could see, as the name indicates, an assem- 
blage of old stone chimneys, which marked the dwelling place in the 
eighteenth century of an Indian trader and his family. About forty 
acres of a clearing were to be seen before the settlers came, and the 
stone foundations of some houses, while quite near the shore were the 
remains of a larger building, and beside it a stone well, It was near 
this trading fort—the habitation of an early trader named Cowan— 
that Governor Simcoe encamped when on his memorable expedition to 
Matchedash Bay in 1793; and although his Excellency visited Pene- 
tanguishene Bay at the time, this was the remotest camp pitched during 
the expedition. The volume of Transactions of the Canadian Institute 
for October, 1890, contains the diary of Sheriff Macdonell, who accom- 
panied General Simcoe and party on that occasion. It gives an ex- 
tended sketch of this trader, from which we extract a few sentences : 

‘Mr. Cowan is much liked by the Indians. He was taken prisoner by 
the French at Fort Pitt, during the war of 1758 and ‘59, when a boy. 
He has adopted all the customs and manners of the Canadians and 
speaks much better French than English. He has been settled at 
Matchedash upwards of fifteen years without once going to Lower 
Canada, He makes an annual trip to Michilimackinac to meet his 
supplies there and forward his furs to Montreal. He has in general 
six Canadians engaged with him, and is well known to that class of 
people by the name of Constant.” He lived at that spot for many 
years, and brought up a family, all educated and respected. A cen- 
tury has elapsed since this historic figure passed from the scene of his 
labours. 

A grandson of his died on March 23rd, 1892, near Penetangui- 
shene, at the ripe age of 86 years. Wm. Cowan was born at Richmond 
Hill, May rgth, 1806, became one of the earliest settlers of Simcoe 
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County, and saw a large share of its pioneer life, His father was 
killed by some unknown parties when he was four years old, and he 
was brought up by his maternal grandmother, who kept a wayside 
hostelry at Hogg’s Hollow, (now York Mills), at the time of the war 
of 1812, One of this woman’s sons, James Remi Vallieres, became a 
distinguished lawyer and rose to the Chief Justiceship of Lower Canada. 
This boy and Cowan were playmates, in youth, at their home on Yonge 


Street. With his grandmother, young Cowan came to the military 
post at the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, in June, 1816, where they 
stayed for two years and kept a canteen for the sale of cookery, whis- 
key, etc., to the soldiers. (The name of her second husband was Asher 
Mundy, an American and their only son, Israel Mundy, was lighthouse 
keeper near Penetanguishene for many years, surviving till December, 
1888.) When the soldiers removed to Penetanguishene from Nottawa- 
saga, in 1818, she also removed her canteen. She was a noted person 
in her day and lived to be more than a centenarian. Young Cowan 
went, when sixteen years old, with the survey party of Captains Bay- 
field and Collins, then engaged in making a hydrographic survey of 
Georgian Bay and the other upper lakes. He was subsequently two 
years with the Hudson’s Bay Company, at Nipissing, and three years 
fur trading at Fort William; always, however, making his headquar- 
ters at Penetanguishene. He received a grant of land south of that 
place, and with his wife, a woman of Indian blood, settled upon 
it about 1865, where he remained till the time of his death. He was a 
most agreeable and mild-tempered man, not given to chasing for 
notoriety in the slightest degree, and as a result he was unknown to 
fame; but the eventful times he had seen, and the experiences he had 
passed through, entitle him to receive a notice in the chronicles of the 
district. 

During the early years of the nineteenth century, the region at 
the south end of Georgian Bay, and the route by way of Lake Simcoe 
and the lakes to the east, held among fur traders a favorite position, 
both as regards their traffic and as a place for development a 
view to making it a base for supplies. For instance, we find John 
Johnston, of Sault Ste. Marie, writing in 1809 in his Account of Lake 
Superior (in Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, by L. R. 
Masson, Vol. 2), in these words :— 

“A sure market for provisions could easily be accomplished by 
opening a qommunication with the Bay of Matchedash, from whence 
to the Island of St. Joseph the distance is only ninety leagues.” He 
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then compares this route with the Detroit route. Johnston did not 
doubt but that Matchedash, under this scheme, “would soon become 
the most thriving place in Upper Canada, and the centre of pro- 
visions and transport trade for the fur countries.”” 

‘The early traders had used the Ottawa and Lake Nipissing route, 
because, as one writer says, ‘this (travelling in canoes), was found to 
be both a quicker and cheaper mode of transportation than in sailing 
vessels on the lakes.” It is recorded that one of the partners of the 
Mackinac Trading Company of 1778 lived at Matchedash (probably 
the Mr. Cowan above-mentioned). Since he did not use the Trent or 
the Toronto route the reason for the disuse of Lake Simooe as the 
highway of the fur trade in the eighteenth century is perhaps to be 
found in the canoes travelling by another route. 

As early as 1785 Lieut.-Gov. Hamilton instructed John Collins, 
the Deputy Surveyor-General, to make a survey of the communi 
tion between the Bay of Quinte and Lake Huron, by way of Lake La 
Clie (i.e. Lake Simcoe). A copy of the instruction appears in Mr. 


J. J. Murphy's paper on the first surveys in Ontario, printed in Pro- 
ceedings of the O. L. Surveyors, 1898, page 230. 
‘As early as 1802, Mr. Quetton St. George had a trading post at 


the Narrows of Lakes Simcoe and Couchiching for the purpose of 
bartering with the Indians, who had from time immemorial made that 
point a favorite rendezvous. This distinguished French gentleman, 
along with others, had emigrated to Canada in 1798, and acquired an 
estate in the “Oak Ridges’ on Yonge Street; but finding this specu- 
lation rather profitless, as Dr. Scadding informs us, he resorted to 
trading with the Indians in the remoter parts of the province. For 
this purpose he established several trading posts in various parts of 
the country, one of which was near Atherley, at the Narrows, In 
the Public Library of Toronto there is preserved a manuscript note 
book which did service at this early trading post. It bears the date 
1802, and contains a short vocabulary of Indian words, evidently the 
work of a clerk who, in order to master the words that he was obliged 
to make use of every day, wrote them down with their English mean- 
ings. 

Mr. St. George carried on a prosperous trade with the Indians, 

whom he was very popular. They called him Wau-be-way-quon, 
which means “white hat,” as it was his custom to wear a white hat 
in the summer season. Just how long he continued his trading post, 
it is not easy to say; but he gave up business, it is supposed, some time 
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previous to 1820, and returned to France, having amassed a fortune 
in his enterprises. 

The well-known firm of Indian traders, Borland, Laughton & 
Roe, of Newmarket and Holland Landing, had a trading post at the 
Narrows at an early date, and maintained it for some years. Owing 
to its being frequented by the Indians in considerable numbers from 
the earliest times, Orillia, as well as the Narrows, made a favorite 
point for the operations of the traders. In 1862-3, the Hudson's Bay 
Company established a trading post at Orillia, and continued it for 
about seventeen years, with Thomas Goffatt in charge At about the 
same period (1866, etc.), D. J. Mitchell was the agent of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company at Penetanguishene. 

To a considerable degree, the old Nor’-Westers, who were mostly 
Highlanders, and their employees chiefly French-Canadians, were 
crowded out by the union of the two fur companies in 1821. The 
influence of the original Hudson’s Bay Company men became para- 
mount in the new concern, as did the name of the new company 
itself. Many faithful servants of the late North-West Company were 
left without a job, as the combined staffs were more than the work 
required. Many others became dissatisfied and left of their own 
accord. 

It was from some such cause as the foregoing that John Me- 
Donald, the chief factor of the North-West Company, in’ the early 
twenties, betook himself to the life of a civilian, and settled on lot 
5, on the east side of the Penetanguishene Road, a mile north of the 
Kempenfeldt town lot. Here James Soules, of Big Bay Point, built 
a shanty for him; and, as McDonald had a good library, Soules re- 
ceived in part payment for the work some of the books, including 
such books as Plutarch’s Lives, and Jane Porter's Scottish Chiefs 

Like many a fur trader of those days, MeDonald’s wife was a 
squaw who had (like Pocahontas and Capt. John Smith), saved his 
life when the warriors of her tribe in the far west were going to 
end his days abruptly. There was no priest anywhere near them to 
perform the marriage ceremony, so they were not married except by 
Indian custom. In the course of time more than half a dozen children 
were born, and when they came to the Kempenfeldt neighborhood 

t was a noted sight to see the little half-breed children playing 
on the mud floor of their shanty with the Ieather-bound volumes of 
Plutarch or others, and the gold coins of their father. 
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Just before the birth of another child, McDonald began to realize 
the need for a legal marriage, and, as there was a priest in the 
country by this time, at Penetanguishene, perhaps temporarily, they 
became regularly married, the priest having been called to their home 
for the purpose. After this belated ceremony, one child was born, 
(Catherine), who was the last one born; and, as McDonald died without 
leaving a will a year or two after her birth, she became the sole 
heiress of all his property. 

According to the gravestone in the old Church of England ceme- 
tery at Newmarket, his wife died Jan. rth, 1828, and he died a month 
later, Feb. 17th, 1828. On account of the fact that McDonald had 
befriended Sir John Franklin in 1825 on his overland trip, and perhaps 
also in 1822 and earlier, Lady Franklin sent out this gravestone in 
after years from England, to mark their resting places. 

‘The nature of McDonald’s estate which he left was, for the most 
part, like this. The Hon, Wm. McGillivray, for the North-West 
Company, had applied as far back as the year 1811 for a grant of 
6,000 acres of land along the then newly-surveyed road from Kem- 
penfeldt to Penetanguishene, There was much delay, as usual, on 
the part of the Government officials in granting this request. But in 
1829, by an Order-in-Council, the land was appropriated to the Hon. 
Wm. McGillivray, who had assigned his claim to John McDonald, now 
deceased. In this way, Catherine McDonald, the only legitimate child 
and heiress-at-law of her deceased father, inherited the property. She 
was then about three years of age, without father or mother, yet her 
relatives gave her a good education in Glengarry County, whither 
they had returned from Simcoe County. When she grew up she 
became the wife of Angus Grant, and they returned to this county 
to reside at Wyebridge, where he kept a store for some years. 


Tue First ENGLISH-SreAKING TRAVELLERS. 


‘The first English-speaking traveller to pass this way after Canada 
became a part of the British possessions was Alexander Henry, who, 
as a captive among the Indians of the Sault Ste. Marie, accompanied 
them in 1764 to Niagara. In the narrative of his adventures, which 
has become a classic work in Canadian history, he mentions their 
passage through Lake Simcoe (then called Lake La Clie). A Canadian 
edition of this book appeared in 1901, under the editorship of the late 
Dr. James Bain, Librarian of the Toronto Public Library. 
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Governor Simcoe made a passage through Lake Simcoe in 1793 
on his famous journey from Humber Bay to Penetanguishene, and 
return, In Macdonnell’s Diary of that trip, mentioned in an earlier 
part of this chapter, there are several particulars of interest, especi- 
ally the details of his visits and meetings with some of the numerous 
bands of Indians on Lake Simcoe in that day. 

Of the early travellers, not connected with military affairs, there 
was John Goldie, who visited Holland Landing in 1819 as a travelling 
botanist. ‘The manuscript of his Diary was in the possession of his 
son-in-law, Principal Caven, of Knox College, Toronto, and his grand- 
son, Dr. James Caven, published it in 1897. The object of the tour 
made by Mr. Goldie is briefly set forth in the opening words of his 
Diary: “On June 4th, 1819, I commenced my long-talked of journey 
to examine the natural but more particularly the botanical productions 
of Upper Canada and of the States in the vicinity of the Lakes.” He 
set out from Montreal on this date, and in the course of his journey 
during the summer visited Kingston, York (Toronto), Holland Land- 
ing, and many other places. 


After travelling from Montreal to York (Toronto), along the lake 


shore road, he made a digression at the latter place, on June 26th, 
1819, to Holland Landing, which he reached on the 27th. His arrival 
is thus recorded in his Diary: "Having gone on slowly I arrived in 
the evening at what is called the Upper Landing Place, which is about 
nine miles by water from Lake Simcoe. I stopped at the farthest 
house upon this road, and have bespoken ck’s lodging here, 
as I expect that it is a spot very interesting for the botanist.” 

His entry for July 3rd, is interesting, as it furnishes us with in- 
formation regarding the troops stationed at Drummond Island : ‘This 
evening a company of the 7oth Regiment from Drummond Island, 
in Lake Huron, arrived here. They have been up the country for two 
years, and have been exchanged for two companies of the 68th.” 

‘On July 4th he made the following remarks, which will be of 
considerable interest to readers in this district: ‘This being the last 
day of my abode here, I shall mention a few things more concerning 
this part of the country. Lake Simcoe is between thirty and forty 
miles long, and of considerable breadth, but I could not ascertain 
accurately how many miles. On the south side there is what is called 
a river (the Holland), which, although of no great breadth, has yet 
sufficient depth to allow schooners to come to the Upper Landing 
Place, which is nine miles from the Iake and thirty-six from York. 
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‘The river apparently is stagnant, and the water has more the appear- 
ance of flowing in a retrograde motion, from the lake, than the 
contrary. 

‘After crossing the lake there is nine miles of a portage, (this 
evidently refers to the Nine Mile Portage from the head of Kempen- 
feldt Bay), and then there is water carriage all the way to Lake Huron. 
It is very probable that at no very distant period this will become the 
most frequented of all the routes to the North West. At the present 
time there are no houses nor stores on the north side of Simcoe at the 
portage, which makes it very troublesome, and also much of the goods 
transported are liable to be injured by the weather. Since the steam- 
boat has commenced to sail on Lake Erie, the cheapest and most 
expeditious mode of sending down the furs from the interior is by that 
route, although it is four hundred miles longer than by Simcoe. There 
is nothing but one schooner upon the lake (Lake Simcoe), which is 
sufficient for all the trade at present. Since I came here I have seen 


a number of rare plants, and some of them are nondescripts."" 


Siw Jouw FRANKLIN IN 1825. 


Few distinguished visitors to this section of Ontario left so deep 
an impression upon the settlers, as Sir John Franklin did, when, in 
April, 1825, he passed through on his second overland expedition to 
the Arctic Sea. Recollections of this event, which was rendered still 
more notable by the subsequent fate of the Arctic hero, remained with 
the early settlers down even to recent years. And on this account, 
the following brief description of his visit, gathered partly from the 
pioneers, who resided in the neighborhood at the time, and partly 
from Franklin's published travels (now rare), may not be without 
interestyto the present inhabitants :— 

In 1824, he received instructions from the British Government to 
find a northern passage by sea between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 
He immediately sent out orders to Canada for two large canoes, with 
necessary equipment and stores, to be deposited at Penetanguishene 
the naval depot of Lake Huron, in the autumn of that year, to await 


his arrival in the following spring. Acting in accordance with the 


instructions he had received, he embarked at Liverpool, 16th Feb., 
1825, with Lieut. Back, Dr. Richardson, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Drummond 
and four marines, and in due course of time the party landed at New 
York City. From that point they at once set out on their journey 


























30 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


to Upper Canada, traversing the State of New York on the way. 
The rest of their journey hither is recorded by Franklin himself in 
the following words 

“We next crossed Lake Ontario in a sailing boat, and came to 
York, (now Toronto), the capital of Upper Canada, where we were 
kindly received by the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
and by Colonel Cockburn, and the Commissioners then employed on 
an inquiry respecting the valug of the Crown Lands. From York 
we passed on to Lake Simeve, in carts and other conveyances, halting 
for the night at the hospitable house of Mr. Robinson, of Newmarke 

“We crossed Lake Simcoe in canoes and boats, and landed near 
the upper part of Kempenfeldt Bay, but not without being obliged 
to break our way through the ice for a short distance. A journey 
of nine miles, performed on foot, brought us to the River Nottawa- 
saga, which we descended in a boat; and, passing through a part 
of Lake Huron, arrived at Penetanguishene. At this place we were 
hospitably entertained by Lieutenant (now Captain), Douglas, during 
eight days that we waited for the arrival of our Canadian voyageurs 
from Montreal.” 

From the Head of Kempenfeldt Bay, which Franklin mentions, 
they proceeded across the ‘'Nine Mile Portage,” to Willow Creek, 
which was then an important highway. In making this portage, they 
were assisted by David Soules, with his ox-team, from Big Bay Point, 
where, for a long time, he was the central figure. Franklin had, at 
this point of the journey, some French-Canadian voyageurs with him, 
and these were reinforced at Penetanguishene by others from Mon- 
treal, as he relates. 

Franklin and his party reached Great Bear Lake in the autumn, 
and spent two years in exploring the Arctic coast line of Canada; his 
travels on this occasion, having been described in his ‘Narrative of 
a Second Expedition to the Shores of the Polar Sea, in the years 
1825-67." He returned from the Arctic region by way of the Ottawa 
River, which he descended in a canoe paddled by fourteen voyageurs. 
The party reached Ottawa City—then a village called Bytown—on 
the rth of August, 1827. While at Ottawa, he fell in with Capt. 
Basil Hall, the distinguished traveller, who has preserved in his rare 
volume of etchings, portraits of three Canadian voyageurs of Frank- 
lin’s party—Francois Forcier, Enfant Lavallee and Malouin, the latter 
of whom was with Franklin during the whole of his journey, as steers- 
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One of Franklin’s Canadian colleagues and helpers about this 
time was John McDonald, chief factor of the North-West Company, 
who was mentioned on a former page, and who died in February, 
1828. Over the grave of this man and his wife, in the Church of Eng- 
land cemetery, at Newmarket, is a headstone sent out from England 
by Lady Franklin, in memory of the man who had given so many 
services during these overland journeys. After Franklin’s last voyage, 
in 1845-6, from which neither he nor his crew ever returned, some 
residents of this county took part in the searching expeditions sent 
out to find him, receiving adequate land grants for their services. 
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Chapter IV. 


OLD MILITARY ROUTE AND THE WAR OF 1812. 
MACKINAW, AND AN IMPORTANT Pass THITHER 


So frequently does the name of Michilimackinac occur in this 
country’s history in connection with the important early route thither 
by way of Lake Simcoe, that they are entitled to separate mention. 
Although, in 1761, the British were the first to build a regular fort 
at Michilimackinac, the French had maintained a palisaded post there 
from 1687, when Denonville, the Viceroy of Canada, completed his 
comprehensive arrangements for the defence of the country. And 
even from the time of its discovery, in 1610, the place had been the 
chief resort in the west for the early French bush-rangers (coureurs 
des bois) and traders who roved about in that immense wilderness 
amongst the Indians. There were three routes thither, which were, 
in the order of their importance as well as position, as follows: By 
the Ottawa River; by Toronto and Lake Simcoe; and by Detroit. As 
carly as 1686, Denonville writes that he had given orders to fortify 
“Sieur du Lhu,” 
(Duluth), he says, ‘is at that of the Detroit of Lake Erie, and Sieur de 
la Durantaye at that of the portage of Toronto. These two posts will 
block the passage against the English, if they undertake to go again to 
Michilimaquina."” From that time onward the pass to Michilimackinac, 
by Lake Simcoe, figures more or less extensively in Canadian history, 
and especially prominent does it become after the establishment of Fort 
Rouille on the site of the present Toronto, 1749. The important part 
which this famous pass afterwards played in the war of 1812-15 must 
be sketched at some length, 


the two western passages leading to Mackinaw. 


we Norrawasaca RIVER IN THE War oF 1812. 


On July 17th, of the opening year of the war, Michilimackinac 

was captured from the Americans, who fully realized their loss, and 

towards the end of 1813, their generals began to make preparations 

for its recapture. News of this design reaching the small British 

garrison at the place, there was great alarm, and a despatch was 
[92] 
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sent immediately to the Canadian military headquarters at Kingston, 
appealing for aid to ward off the coming attack. 

A relief expedition accordingly left Kingston in February, 1814, 
consisting of ten officers and two hundred picked men, with twenty 
artillerymen, and twenty men of the Royal Navy, all under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Col. Robert McDouall, of the Glengarry Light In- 
fantry. A large part of the route lay through territory then but little 
known, To this must be added another hardship—the severity of 
the weather in which the march was made. From Kingston they 
proceeded to “Little” York, which was still suffering from the grim 
experiences of its capture. They next advanced northward by Yonge 
Street to Holland Landing, after which they passed entirely out of the 
settlements, and crossed the frozen surface of Lake Simcoe, Beyond this 
lake the forest was then unbroken, except by an Indian portage, which 
for the passage of their supplies, they widened as they advanced. This 
road, leading from the head of Kempenfeldt Bay to Willow Creek, a 
branch of the Nottawasaga River, was called the "'Nine-Mile Portage,” 
and afterwards became an important colonization road. At its north- 
westerly end, near Willow Creek, a wooden fort was subsequently 
erected, and a hamlet flourished there for several years, but it ha 
long since disappeared, and its site is marked by only a few hillocks 
of earth and stones. 

Proceeding on their course, the party halted on the banks of the 
Nottawasaga River, fully thirty miles from its outlet, and erected for 
themselves a number of temporary wooden huts. Here they cut down 
pine timber, hewed and prepared it on the spot, and constructed 
twenty-nine large batteaux, in which they completed the journey to 
Michilimackinac. On the Nottawasaga, a short way below where it 
is joined by Marl Creek, between Minesing and Edenvale, is the place 
where the expedition halted. It is known as the “Glengarry 
Landing,” and was a familiar landmark for a long time, on account 
of the clearing they had made; but the trees of second growth which 
cover it are now so tall as to make it almost indistinguishable from 
the surrounding forest. From the journal of Captain Bulger, who 
accompanied the expedition, one gets an interesting glimpse of their 


departure from this place, and passage across Georgian Ba: 


“We embarked on the 22nd of April, having previously loaded 

flotilla with provisions and stores, descending the Nottawasaga 
River—the ice in the upper part of which being still firm, we opened 
a channel through it—encamped on the night of the 24th of April 
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a dismal spot upon the north-eastern shore of Lake Huron (Georg- 
ian Bay), and on the following morning entered upon the attempt to 
cross that lake, covered as it was, as far as the eye could reach, by 
fields of ice, through which, in almost constant, and, at times, terrific 
storms, we succeeded, with the loss of only one boat in effecting a 
passage of nearly three hundred miles, arriving at Michilimac 
on the 18th of May. The expedition had occupied upwards of one 
hundred days, including our passage over the lake." 








king into consideration the time of year, the comparative 
severity of the season, and the distance to be travelled, one may 
safely say that an expedition, more hazardous than this, is seldom 
undertaken. It was almost a continual struggle for nineteen days 
with the waves of the Georgian Bay, and the floating masses of ice. The 
commander of the expedition wrote in high terms of the abilities and 
perseverance of the officers, as well as the endurance of the men. 

It was not until the 28th of July that Captain Sinclair, the Ameri- 
can commander, made an attack upon Michilimackinac—an attack, 
however, which resulted in failure. Had not the relief expedition 
arrived, as it did, some weeks before, the result would doubtless 
have been very different. But the meditated recapture had been fore- 
stalled, and thus was saved the chief post on the upper lakes. 

‘The North-West Company had a vessel on Georgian Bay called 
the Nancy, which was employed in the fur trade, then so extensive in 
the district. Having learned that Lieut. Miller Worsley, of the British 
Navy, with the Nancy, was at the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, 
Sinclair next turned his attention in this direction, But here also he 
was doomed to meet with disappointment. Lieut. Worsley had been 
informed, by a messenger, of the blockade at Mackinaw, and in antici- 
pation of an attack on his own position, began to erect a block-house, 
about two miles up the river, Ina few days the American captain and 








his vessels arrived at the Nottawasaga, and attacked the small party 
of British at the place. The brief account of the engagement, by 
James, in his Naval History of Great Britain, will suffice to show what 
took place 





“The Nancy was lying about two miles up the Nottawasaga, 
under the protection of a block-house, situated on the south-east side 
of the river, which here runs parallel to, and forms a narrow peninsula 
with the shore of Gloucester Bay (Nottawasaga Bay). This enabled 
Captain Sinclair to anchor his vessels within good battering distance of 
the block-house. A spirited cannonade was kept up between them 
and the block-house, where, besides two 24-pounder carronades on 
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the ground, a six-pounder was mounted, The three American vessels 
outside, composed of the Niagara, mounted 18 carronades, (thirty- 
two pounders), and two long twelve pounders, and the Tigress and the 





Scorpion mounted between them one long twelve, and two long 
twenty-four pounders. In addition to this force, a five-and-a-half inch- 
howitzer, with a suitable detachment of artillery, had been landed on 
the peninsula, Against these 24 pieces of cannon, and upwards of 500 
men, were opposed one piece of cannon and twenty-three officers 
and seamen. 

“sPurther resistance was in vain; and just as Lieut. Worsley had 
prepared a train, leading to the Nancy from the block-house, one of 
the cnemy’s shells burst in the latter, and both the block-house and the 
vessel were presently blown up. Lieut. Worsley and his men escaped 
in their boat up the river; and fortunately, the whole of the North-West 
Company’s richly laden canoes, bound across the lake, escaped also 
into French River. Having thus led to the destruction of a vessel 
which the American commander had the modesty to describe “His 
Britannic Majesty’s schooner Nancy,’ Captain Sinclair departed for 
Lake Erie, leaving the Tigress and the Scorpion to blockade the Not- 
tawasaga, and, as that was the only route by which supplies could be 
readily forwarded, to starve the garrison of Michilimackinac into a 
surrender, After remaining at their station for a few days, the two 
‘American schooners took a trip to the neighborhood of St. Joseph’s. 
Here they were discovered, on the 25th August, by some Indians on 
the way to Michilimackinac.”” 








|A few days later these two vessels were captured by the British, 
and all the men on board taRen prisoners to Kingston. 

Old soldiers used to tell how Lieut. Worsley and his men, in the 
retreat up the river, were pursued by several boatloads of the enemy. 
They went on until they came to a bend in the river where it was 
unusually narrow. On the east side the bank arose high above the 
water, while on the west side it was low and swampy. Here the 
retreating party felled trees into the river to obstruct their pursuers. 
These came up about dusk, having been detained by scouts, who fired 
‘a few shots upon them according to design, at long distances and from 
‘No sooner had they reached the fallen trees than 








safe hiding-places. 
they became entangled in the branches. The muskets of the small 
British party in ambush on the shore gave them volley after volley, 
and compelled them to make a hasty retreat down the river with their 
killed and wounded. 

‘After the close of the war, in 1816, the British officers, recognizing 
the strategetic position of the place, gave orders for the erection of 
a fort. The site chosen was a more sheltered spot, and two miles 
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higher up the river than the place where the Nancy was blown up. A 
xupied it for two years, and were then removed to Pene- 





garrison o 
tanguishene, 

Aug. Porter relates that in 1803 a small sloop, called the Niagara, 
of 30 tons, was built at Cayuga Creek, on the Niagara River by the 
U.S, Government, but not put in commission, Porter, Barton & Co. 
purchased her in 1806, and changed her name to the Nancy, and she 
y Capt. Richard O'Neil. It is not improbable that this 
was the same Nancy owned by the Nort 





was sailed b 








Company in 1814 




















‘The Site of Fort Nottawasaga (1816-18), as it appears to-day. 


It is stated, however, in a paper by Lieut.-Col. E. Cruikshank on 
this episode of the war, (the manuscript of which was presented to 
the Ontario Historical Society, and the article itself printed in the 
Collingwood Bulletin of Nov. roth and 26th, 1908), that the Nancy 
was built in 1789 by other merchants. This may be correct, although 
the identity of the vessel is not ch 
changes of ownership. 








rly established, owing to several 


In view of the extensive forests hereabout, filled with good timber, 
which might easily have been kiln-dried in a short time or otherwise 
seasoned, it is a little amusing that the Lords of the Admiralty gave 
orders to prepare (in England) the frames of “two sloops" to be shipped 
to Montreal with materials for rigging and equipping them to sail on 
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Georgian Bay. Their Lordships had previously refused to prepare 
the frames of “a frigate and two brigs,” as they were not aware that 
it would be practicable to transport from Montreal to Matchedash 
Bay such large timbers. (Can, Archives, 1896, Lower Canada State 
Papers, p- 46): 

David Soules, of Big Bay Point, assisted in building a number 
of batteaux for Drummond Island, on the Nottawasaga River—per~ 
ihaps on the very occasion mentioned above, when the relief expedition 
halted on the banks of the river for that purpose. When the two 
American frigates, or armed schooners, came to blockade the Notta- 
wasaga, an Indian runner was dispatched to Penctanguishene, where 
11 naval depot had just been located, to announce the arrival of the 
American boats. ‘Their subsequent capture was chiefly made by 2 
band of French Canadians in small boats. These stealthily boarded the 
frigates, and found on one of them the Americans asleep, whereupon 
they took them prisoners—sixty men in all, thirty from each frigate — 
handcuffed them, and led them to Kingston. Soules used to describe 
these captives, whom he helped to lead away, as a ‘band of cut 








throats.”” 

It was soon after this time that Fort Nottawasaga 
from the mouth of the river, was projected and built. It was estab- 
Tished to form a supply depot for Michilimackinac, and prevent the 
‘Americans from cutting off communications with headquarters. 

‘The establishment of these Georgian Bay posts, as well as that 
on Willow Creek at the terminus of the * file Portage,” are 
mentioned in the diary of Sir George Head, who was sent hither in 
that connection, Under date of April rgth, 1815, at which time he 
porarily in a cabin on the north shore of Kempenfeldt 


, four miles 














was living tem 
Bay, he writes in his Forest Scenes. 


‘Thad it in contemplation, some days past, to make my way 
through the forest to the head of the Nottawasaga River on objects 
Connected with the duty on which T was engaged. A road had been 
cut, but it was in a rude state, being a mere track where the trees had 
been partially felled by the axe, and the stumps, even of these, very 
imperfecily removed. This road led from the end of Kempenfeldt Bay, 
straight to the Nottawasaga River, making a portage of eight miles 
Keeping along the shore of the bay, till we reached the track, we then 
pursued it to the head of the Nottawasaga River. We walked a good 
pace till we reached the point of our destination, and having remained 
there a short time, so as to satisfy myself as to the objects T had in 
view, we commenced our return.”” 
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Although Head does not say as much here, this tour of inspection 
is likely to have been the one which resulted in the establishment of 
the Willow Fort. 
Fort Norrawasaca. 


At the close of the war, as already stated, the military authori- 
ties of Canada decided upon establishing a fort near the mouth of the 
Nottawasaga River. This was accordingly done in June, 1816, or 
perhaps a few months earlier. The fort was built about four miles 
up stream, near the end of the well-known tongue of land; so that, 
although difficult to reach, it was near enough the shore to spy the 
approach of danger on the lake, or command the position in case of 
a naval attack. Judging from the artificial mound which remains at 
the place to this day, the fort stood upon an elevated position in order 
that danger could be seen at a great distance. 

About a dozen sailors in command of a naval officer, and some 
twenty men of the regular marine service, under Lieutenant Caldwell, 
comprised the garrison of that post. Of civilians there were a few, 
conspicuous amongst whom was a widow Vallieres, originally from 
the old French settlement at the Oak Ridges on Yonge Street. During 
the war of 1812 she kept a hostelry at Hogg’s Hollow, near Toronto. 
A son of hers, James Remi Vallieries, gained admission to the Bar of 
Lower Canada, in 1812, practiced his profession with success for many 
years in the ancient city of Quebec, became a member of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, Speaker of the Lower Canadian Parliament in 1828, 
and was finally appointed Chief Justice of Montreal in 1842, dying in 
1847, universally respected for his amiable and benevolent career. 
(See Morgan’s Sketches of Celebrated Canadians). Widow Vallieres, 
his mother, married again to Asher Mundy, and when Fort Nottawa- 
saga was established, they removed thither from Yonge Street, and 
kept a little store or “canteen,” for the sale of bakers’ goods and 
whiskey, their chief patrons being the occupants of the fort. 

Amongst the historical mementos of the war time at the Notta- 
wasaga are the remains of the sunken vessel in the river between the 
fort and the outlet. It is a current tradition of the place that the marks 
of the cannon balls amongst the tops of the trees could be seen for 
many years afterwards. Some people living in the neighborhood have 
found cannon balls amongst the sand-hills near the site of the fort. 
‘Owing to the bad harbour the post at Nottawasaga was not kept up 
for more than about two years, and in 1818 the garrison was per- 
manently removed to Penetanguishene. 



































Chapter V. 


SURVEYING THE LAND AND PREPARING FOR SETTLER: 





After the cession of the south part of the county by the Indians, 
Oct. 17th, 1818, the Government lost no time in staking it out into 
townships for settlement. In those days there were some wise rules 
in use for governing the survey of a township into lots with roads 
at regular intervals. If the township was beside a navigable river or 
body of water, the concession lines (being more numerous than the 
“side roads”), ran to the front bordering upon the water. Hence 





arose so much variety in the directions taken by the concession lines 
throughout our county, lying, as it does, beside various lakes and 
bays. 

A number of surveyors took oart in the surveys of the townships 
in the county, more than half of whom lived in the older settlements 
down Yonge Street. For the survey of a township, each received in 
part payment, or, perhaps, sometimes in full payment, a number of 
farm lots in the township, and thus, as a surveyor had the best chance 
to see the quality of the land and make a selection, it so 
happened that surveyor’s script was the best kind of a purchase to 
make, for any incoming settler who had to buy. 

Samuel S. Wilmot received instructions, August, 1811, to survey 
a road of communication between Kempenfeldt Bay and Penetangui- 
shene harbour, and lay off lots for settlement along the road, His 
instructions were to proceed to the north side of Kempenfeldt Bay, 
near to the place at the head of the bay where, in June, 1808, his ex- 
amination of a line for a road commenced, and there select and choose 
the most suitable position for a town and harbour. He was then to 
survey the outline of a town plot of one mile in length by half a mile 
in breadth; then, a road direct to the south side of Penetanguishene 
harbour, and within half a mile of that harbour he was to begin to 
survey the outlines of another town plot. Wilmot’s first exploration, 
mentioned above, had been in March, 1808, in connection with the 
boundaries of the tract agreed to be purchased in the late pre! 
treaty with the Chippewa (Ojibway) Indians. In accordance with 
the instructions he now received, he surveyed the outlines of the first 
town plot on Kempenfeldt Bay, as directed, and allowed half a mile 
for its depth. This subsequently became a village, and after it began 
(39) 
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to receive inhabitants, was known as Kempenfeldt, but at no time 
did it develop much beyond the hamlet stage. He then surveyed the 
road, thirty miles in length (except a small fraction), and finally the 
outlines of the original town plot of Penetanguishene. 

A sketch of Col. $. Wilmot, the surveyor of the Penetanguishene 
Road in 1811, appeared in William Harrison's ‘Sketches of Richmond 
Hill and Vicinity,"” published in the ‘Richmond Hill Liberal”” in 1888. 
At the time of the survey under review, he lived on lot No. 47, Yonge 
treet (near Thornhill), and afterwards resided near Newcastle, Ont. 
Rev. Thomas Williams (Memories of a Pioneer, in the concluding 
“Memory”) states that Birdsall made a survey of the Penetangui- 
shene Road in 1813 or 1814. 

In Wilmot's survey during the late summer of 1811, as above 
described, he merely reported on the suitability of town plots at Kem- 
penfeldt Bay and Penetanguishene Harbour, and marked their out~ 
lines. Accordingly, on Jan. 28th, 1812, he received instructions to lay 
out a town plot on Kempenfeldt Bay (i.e. at Kempenfeldt), at the 
place which he had reported as suitable for that purpose, and on the 
following day he also received instructions to lay out the Penetangui- 
shene town plot. In this way the line of communication between the 
two lakes and its two terminals came into existence 

In Wilmot's survey of the lots along the Penctanguishene Road 
in 1811, every farm lot was made to contain 200 acres, with a front 
age of 80 rods on the road, and a depth of 4oo, according to the 
mode of survey in vogue at that time. But by the time the Indian 
cessions set free all the land of the county, in 1818, for settlement, a 
new fashion had come in. A township was then laid out into lots, each 
having a frontage of 120 rods on the concession line. The result of 
this change in fashion was that the six townships along the Penetangui- 
shene Road each have the two kinds of surveys within thei 
from which much perplexity arises, 

‘The later class of survey just mentioned, having frontages of 
120 rods, needed a depth of 2662-3 rods to make a lot of 200 acres. 
In connection with this dimension a singular popular delusion pre- 
vails, If you ask any settler how many rods frontage his land has, 
he will tell you correctly, 120. But if you ask him what is the dis- 
tance between one concession line and another, he will tell you seven- 
cighths of a mile. The actual depth of 266 2-3 rods, by vulgar frac- 
tions, is five-sixths of a mile, and yet the odd selection of one fraction 
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for another has become almost universal. 
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This is the mode of survey throughout nearly the whole of the 
county. Yet, still another system came into use in the latest surveys, 
viz., those of Sunnidale and Nottawasaga, in 1832 and 1833, where 
a sideroad was placed at every third lot, and the alternate concession 
lines, called “blind lines,” have been usually left unopened. 


SURVEYORS OF THE TOWNSHIPS. 











Towns. j Yaar. Scavevor. 
Adjala | 330 Samuel M. Benson. 
Essa. | 1820 Samuel M. Benson. 
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Innisfil a as 1820 Richard Birdsall. 
Samuel Richardson 
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Hogh Black 
Jas. G. Chewett. 
Tohn Goessman, 


It may be interesting to scan the list of those who obtained the 
patents on surveyor's script, apparently for the sur 
15, and the number of acres received :— 


‘ys of the different 
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Innisfil 
Medonte 
Nottawasaga |: 
Orillia (North) 
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‘The table shows how small was the market value of land at the 
time of the surveys, the best lands in the townships having been, of 
course, selected. 

George and Samuel Lount surveyed the Township of West 
Gwillimbury in the summer of 1819. The nominal contractor for the 
survey was their father, Gabriel Lount, but the actual work devolved 
upon the-sons, especially George, who had the qualifications of a 
surveyor, but in whose name contracts were not made until he came 
of age. His older brother, Samuel, on account of his skill in the 
woods, was a useful helper in the work. 

The instructions to Gabriel Lount, June r5th, 1819, for the survey 
of the Township of Tecumseth were elaborate. This was described 
as a township in the rear of the Townships of King and Albion. He 
was instructed to measure a distance of nine miles from Yonge Street 
along the northern boundary of King, to determine the S.E. angle of 
the township he was to survey. Minute details then follow as to the 
staking out of the roads and lots. Some uncompleted portions of the 
township were attended to by George Lount in 1832, who had, with 
his brother, Samuel, as in the case of West Gwillimbury, made the 
original survey for their father in 1819, 

For the survey of Innisfil, the Governor-in-Council, on Oct, 23rd, 
1819, approved of the proposals of James Pearson, yeoman of Whit- 
church. Mr. Pearson was a son-in-law of Gabriel Lount, and thus 
became the nominal contractor for the work for the Lount brothers. 
The township was surveyed between the first of February and March 
15th, 1820, and Richard Birdsall’s map of it, in the Department of 
Lands, at Toronto, is dated, Newmarket, March agth, 1820. Mr. 
Pearson, the contractor, received in part payment the patents for 
nineteen lots (3,800 acres), on May 2nd, 1820. 

A circumstance, which is worthy of note, occurred in conne 
with the survey of Innisfil, according to the narrative of an early 
settler. The surveyor, named Richard Birdsall, who then lived in 
“Little” York, (Toronto), was an Englishman by birth, as well as 
by training in his profession; and, if he was thorough, he was also 
slow in his methods. He and the Lount brothers came to an under- 
standing and went into partnership in the contract, he to receive half 
of the pay if he did the ‘‘compassing,”” 
the other half, by which arrangement they would divide the pay into 
two equal parts. Their camp was at the Essa line, and the Lounts 
expected to survey across one concession line to Lake Simcoe in a 
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and they to chain and receive 








George Lount. ‘The First County Registrar of Lands, 1826-72, 
and the Surveyor of West Gwillimbury, 
‘Tecumseth and Innisfil. 
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day, and return next day along the next concession line to their 
camp, thus being out two days at a time. When the work began, 
Birdsall demanded that all trees and other obstructions should be 
cut out of the line of sight for his compass, and he would make no off- 
sets either to the right or the left. Being of the old school everything 
had to come out of his way. This used up three or four days on every 
trip, and instead of being out two days, they spent double that num- 
ber. The Lounts soon objected to this, as they would lose money by 
their contract. In the altercation which followed, Mr. Birdsall told 
the spokesman that if he was not satisfied he had better do it himself. 
So George Lount took the compass, and after this Mr. Birdsall merely 
tallied for the chainers, and made the field notes. In this way they carried 
out the survey so as to lose nothing by the contract. The field notes 
in the Department of Lands are by Mr. Birdsall, When “proving” 
the survey of this township, Mr, Lount proceeded along the line be- 
tween lots 23 and 26 across the township from the south side to near 
Big Bay Point, reckoned the position of the last stake, and probing 
with his staff in the snow said it ought to be there. Sure enough, he 
struck the stake at the first trial, showing the accuracy of the survey. 

James G. Chewett, the surveyor of Oro, Medonte, Tay, Orilli 
and part of Vespra, in 1820, was the man who made the first survey 
for the Welland Canal in 1818, although his canal route was after- 
wards deemed impracticable, and was superseded by another. 

Samuel Richardson, who surveyed Matchedash in 1830, was a 
native of Wales, and resided in Penetanguishene for some years. He 
surveyed part of the Penetanguishene town plot in 1829-30, the O: 
town plot in 1839, part of Eldon Township in 1841, and other lands at 
various times. On the breaking up of the Establishment at Pene- 
tanguishene, he moved to lot 5, a mile north of Kempenfeldt, on the 
Oro side, and soon afterwards died there, (Mar. 2nd, 1843), at the 
age of 47 years. He was Treasurer of Simcoe County at the time 
of his death. 

It is worthy of note that the town line of Flos and Tiny, also that 
between Tay and Medonte, were surveyed by an officer of the Royal 
Engineers when this part of the county was blocked out into townships. 
(District Council Minutes, 1848, p. 94). 

John Goessman, the surveyor of Flos and Tiny, was a native of 
Hanover, and had gone through many hardships in the wars of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. At a later time (1835), he did some work to 
complete the survey of Vespra; so also did Robert Ross, who was 
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a resident surveyor in Barrie during the early days. In one of these 
later surveys of Vespra, it is said the surveying party were too much 
inclined to hang around some low groggeries on the Penetanguishene 
Road, and did their work badly. At all events, the survey of the town- 
ship was not good. Some of the half-lots have twenty or thirty acres 
more than their due, while others are short. In some of these 
cases the Government, at a later period, had to give the short ones 
seript for land in other places to make up the deficiencies. 

It appears the original survey between part of the third and 
fourth concessions of Vespra had never been made, or, if so, it be~ 
came so obliterated by 1872 that the landholders were subject to great 
inconvenience. In order to have it made right, several of them applied 
to the County Council, which sent a memorial to the Lieut-Governor- 
in-Council to have it done, recommending Henry Creswicke, P-L.S., 
to make and complete the survey. There is a considerable "jog" at 
lot 9 on the fifth line, which appears to have arisen out of the same 
complication in the original survey. 

‘At one time there was also projected, and partly made, a second 
survey of Flos by Henry Creswicke, to correct its inaccuracies, just 
innidale. But this re-survey was stop- 
ped at the instance of Dr. J. C. Tache, the Deputy-Minister of Agri- 
culture, (whose term of office lasted from 1864 till 1888), as he fore- 
saw a heap of difficulties arising out of any attempt to change the 











as in the cases of Vespra and 








lines of the original survey. 

In the original survey of Sunnidale by Thomas Kelly (1832 and 
1833), the portion lying between the Sunnidale Road and the eastern 
boundary of the township, in the first eight concessions, was either 
not surveyed or the survey was obliterated. Rev. Thomas Williams, 
in his “Memories,” says Robert Ross also made a survey of Sunni- 
dale in the early days. About the y 
Sanders, also made a private survey of part of the eastern section 





ar 1861, a surveyor, William 


for some of the inhabitants. But it seemed desirable that there should 
be an official survey of it; accordingly, the Township Council, in 1868, 
urged the Government to make a survey of this whole easterly part, 
and the Commissioner of Crown Lands accordingly appointed Henry 
Creswicke, jun., to make this survey. The gore shape of Sunnidale, 





the intrusive survey of lots facing the Sunnidale Road passing north- 
ward through the township diagonally across the ranges of lots which 


ran east and west, and the presence of different surveyors at the stak- 
ing out of this part of the township, all inevitably led to what might 
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be expected, viz., woeful confusion. At a public meeting in New 
Lowell, Oct. 27th, 1881, sixty owners of land, all interested in the 
tract in question, attended. Their differences were afterwards satis- 
factorily settled, so that each settler might receive the land he had 
cleared, and an Act of the Ontario Legislature was passed in 1887 
to confirm Creswicke’s survey and allotment of the lands in dispute. 
‘The survey of Ripon town plot on lots 22 and 23, concession 1, was 
also done away with by this Act. 

Nowadays, the surveyors can define their lines with permanent 
stone or iron stakes. In the early days, the perishable wooden stakes 
they planted rotted off or were burnt off, in so many cases, that sub- 
sequent surveyors often had to travel for miles to find one. In other 
cases, especially where there was swampy land, it is too true that in 
some instances no survey was made by the original surveyor. 

homas Kelly made a survey of the Township of Nottawasagw 
in 1832, and completed a map of it, Feb. 27th, 1833, as far north as 
lot 32 (inclusive) in the first eleven concessions, the last, or twelfth, 
concession being omitted. There has been a tradition among the older 
settlers of the township itself, how that a whiskey bottle bore a con- 
spicuous part in the survey on this occasion, so that, if not the sur- 
veyor himself, at least some of the axemen or helpers were too much 
addicted to the flowing bowl to make a good job of staking out 
the lots. The map he left for posterity to ponder looks all right, yet 
we are reminded to be cautious about what we see on paper. Be the 
circumstances what they may, Charles Rankin, under instructions 
from the Surveyor-General, dated March 23rd, 1833, re-surveyed parts 
and completed the survey of it, more especially the northern end and 
the western parts, in the ensuing summer. 

Mr. Rankin’s instructions included also a re-survey of Sunnidale. 
He was furnished from the Surveyor-General’s office with copies of 
those portions of Sunnidale and Merlin already surveyed by Mr. Kelly 
And His Excellency’s pleasure was also stated to be that Merlin and 
Java should in future be called and considered as one township to 
be named Nottawasaga (Java having been the north part, and Merlin 
the south part) 

Accordingly, at Penetanguishene, May 21, 1833, Chas. Rankin, for 
the survey of Nottawasaga engaged (as his Diary relates) Ezekiel Solo- 
mon, Cuthbert Amiotte, Thomas LeDuc and Martin Ploof as axemen at 
two shillings and sixpence per day. Mr. Commissary Wickens sup- 


plied the party with a small quantity of flour and pork for the journey, 
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and they set out by boat for their destination on the opposite shore 
of Nottawasaga Bay. Mr. Rankin completed the survey of the town- 
ship by Aug. 15th of that year. 

In the practical results of the surveyor's work, generally, this 
county, like others, shows some wild surveying, and a large volume 
would not contain all the records of aj 
arising out of blunders in the surveys. There is not a township in 
it but has an abundance of “jogs’” and irregularities of various kinds. 
Notwithstanding the good intentions of the Government and surveyors 
themselves, some owners of hundred acre lots actually have only ninety 
acres, while others have a hundred and ten, The Act of the Ontario 
Legislature, in 1874, for the limitation of actions by which any disputed 
ine fence which had stood unmoved for ten years became a legal 
poundary, put an end to a large amount of profitless litigation. 

It is casy now for us to find faults and see crooked lines, but it 
was difficult in the woods to run perfectly straight lines and measure 
distances accurately. In all the townships there were “‘jogs’” in the 
middle of the concessions, causing obstructions and deviations on 
the side roads, or ‘cross roads,’” as they are called in some localitie 
‘These were a grievance, and the District Council in Oct., 1848, pe- 
titioned the Governor-in-Council to remove them. Following. this 
agitation, William Gibbard, the surveyor, was engaged in a portion 
of 1851-2, in running middie lines (in the Township of Innisfil at least, 
and probably in some other townships). ‘This Mr. Gibbard was bru- 
tally murdered on board of the steamer “Ploughboy,”” while on her 
downward trip from Sault Ste. Marie to Collingwood in August, 1863, 
and the County Council offered a reward of $200 for the apprehension 
of the murderer. 

‘These sketches of the early surveys would be incomplete without 
some reference to the numerous town plots which were laid out and 
named, but which failed to receive any inhabitants. A few of these 
may be mentioned :— s 

Hythe, near the mouth of the Nottawasaga River, 1833. 

Ripon, on the Nottawasaga River, near Angus, 1833. 

Innisfallen, on Shingle Bay, near Orillia, 1834- 

‘Amsterdam, on the Holland River, near Bradford, 1836. 

Port Powell, on lots 9 and 10, con. 9, Tay, on Sturgeon Bay, 1846. 

Leith, beside Allandale, on the south side of Kempenfeldt Bay. 

Everton, on lot 111, con. 1, Tay, W. of Midland Bay, 1 

Bristol, on lot 24, con. 6, Vespra, W. of Barrie. 





tations and fierce lawsuits 
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Sudbury, near Collingwood, Feb., 1856. 

Drumlanrig, on lot 24, con. 12, Medonte, etc., near Coldwater, 
1856. 

Plans of all these town plots were prepared and registered at the 
times mentioned, but only in two or three instances did any actual 
settlers take up their abode in these paper towns. 


Mars or Tie Cousty. 


‘As most of the published maps of the county were first prepared 
by the early surveyors, this will be a convenient place for referring 
to some of them. 

The Canada Company issued an atlas of township diagrams of 
Upper Canada (including a number in our county) in two volumes, on 
a scale of about a mile and a half to an inch, No date is attached 
to this atlas, but it is understood to be about 1836. ‘These township 
maps did not contain many details, but have a value as showing the 
Company’s lots in each township, with a goodly number of rivers and 





streams traced from the maps of the original surveys. 

‘A map of the Home and Simcoe Districts, on one sheet, by Chas. 
Rankin, Esq., the surveyor, is dated March rst, 1841, and has a 
number of interesting features. 

‘A map of the county, on a scale of two miles and a half to an 
inch, by Wm. Gibbard, P.L.S., 1853, shows the towns and villages, 
mills, travelled roads, and other features, as they existed in that time, 
and has a special value for anyone interested in the history of the 
county for the sake of comparisons with our more modern topography 

John Hogg’s large map of the county, 1871, giving all the names 
of the owners of lands at that time, was an expensive undertaking, 
from which the publisher never realized its cost. 

The map compiled and published by John Dickinson, C.E., 18; 
on a scale of two miles to an inch, following the extensive railway 
development of the seventies, showed the new railways then con- 











structed. 

‘The latest is that of the Times Publishing Company, Orillia, and it 
supplies many modern features not to be found in the older ones. 
Two or three editions of it have already appeared. 

























































Chapter VI. 


THE SUBJECT OF LAND GRANTS. 





At this point a review of the general subject of early land grants 
may be profitable; for it will be useful to compare the former land 
policies with those of the present day, and from the comparison to get 
hints for the solution of modern land problems, or to learn the accom- 
panying dangers and how to avoid them. It will also be instructive 
and interesting to follow the history of the first settlements in the light 
of the land regulations, and to note the marked effects which their 


frequent changes produced individually upon the settlers, as well as 





in the aggregate upon the face of the country. Indeed there is no 
subject in the wide field of local history of more vital importance than 
this question of how the land was granted, as it forms the key to the 
foundation of every settlement, whether made on free grant lands, or 
purchased tracts, or on claims that could only be established by the 
performance of settlement duties 

While large grants of land to colonization companies and others 
have been a feature of the settlement of some counties in this Pro- 
vince, it cannot be said that there were any grants in Simcoe County 
so large as to affect the whole population at any period of its histor; 
‘The largest were perhaps the following :—those of the Canada Com- 
pany,. which, however, made no systematic settlement in this county 
as it did in Huron County, its lands being situated here and there 
throughout the Simcoe townships; the Clergy Reserves, also scattered 
about the county; the grant of 6,000 acres along the Penetanguishene 
Road from Kempenfeldt, northward, to the Hon. Wm. McGillivray, 
who died in 1825, (sometimes known in later years as the McDonald 
grant, as it passed into the hands of John McDonald’s daughter). 
Besides these, Mr. Quetton St. George received a considerable grant 
(for settlement purposes) in Orillia Township. The Townships of 
Sunnidale and Nottawasaga, having been surveyed some twelve years 
later than the other parts of the county, had not so many encum- 























brances of Clergy Reserves or Canada Company lands, (i.e., Crown 
Reserves,) as the older townships. 
‘The revenues from the sales of Crown Lands, whenever there 


were any after paying the officials their fees, went to Downing Street 


in the first years of the Province’s history. This continued down to 
the Union of the Canadas in 1841, or about that time, the control 
exercised by the Provincial Government and the Assembly, until that 
time, having been little more than a nominal one. 
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THE SUBJECT OF LAND GRANT: 


‘The large majority of those who received free grants in the early 
years of the Province’s history consisted of U. E. Loyalists and their 
descendants, the militia who served during the war of 1812, and the 
retired officers of the British army. Almost all others who became 








settlers procured their lands by purchase. 
From 1783, onward, the Government followed the practice of 
yalists and their children. These per- 





granting lands to the U. E, L 
sons continued to receive grants of land, free from any expense, and 
with very little interruption or impediment until 1818, when the 
Provincial Government imposed a restriction providing that ‘‘no grant 
of land would issue in future to persons of any description until a 
satisfactory certificate be filed that a habitable house is erected on 
some part of the land to be granted, and a sufficient clearing thereon 
under fence in the proportion of five acres per 100.’ This settlement 
regulation seems to have materially changed the facilities for location 
afforded the loyalists, but not being uniformly enforced, it became & 
grievance—one of the chief grounds of complaint before the Rebellion 
will afterward appear. 

In addition to these gratuitous grants to loyalists and their 
descendants, provision was made in 1820 for the location also of the 
militia of 1812 upon lands belonging to the Crown. Upon presenting 
fa certificate of service from the adjutant-general, each claimant of this 
class became entitled to receive a ticket of location—a system intro- 
duced in the previous year in connection with grants to loyalists. In 
all cases the settlement duty was insisted upon. 

Several townships in this county, in which locations had been 
made up to 29th January, 182, appear in the lists printed in the 
Report on Canadian Archives for 1896 (p. 16), and the figures therein 
given are instructive 

West Gwillimbury (new survey) 


Tecumseth A oh ger. 














186 locations. 


Innisfil 
Essa 
Oro 
Ve: 
Medonte 
Flos 
Tiny 
Tay 
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Although there were thus more than six hundred location tickets 
granted within the first year after the survey of these townships, there 
were not one-tenth of that number of actual settlers in the county, 
land-grabbing having been a common practice then as later. 








Another change took place in 1825 in the regulations in conform- 
ity with a system then adopted in all the other British colonies. This 
consisted in making a valuation of the lands throughout the Province, 
and causing average prices to be struck for each district, at which 
prices thus fixed all the vacant lands were offered for sale. What 
these prices were may be learned from the Report on Canadian Archives 
for 1898 (p. 33), which affords information as to the value of the 
ungranted lands of the Crown in each district, according to the 
Minutes of the Executive Council at York (Toronto), gth June, 1826. 
From the Schedule therein exhibited, the valuations for the different 








townships in this county, at that time, appear to be— 
West Gwillimbury and Tecumseth 6 shillings per acre. 
Adjala, Innisfil, Essa, and Tosorontio g ee 
Oro, Vespra, Flos, Medonte, Orillia, Tay and 

Tiny ceed ‘ ar a 


Further orders affecting land grants were issued by the British 
Government in 1831, in addition to those issued in 1825 respecting 
conformity to the British colonial system, and a table was formulated 
whereby grants to Britis 








th officers on the half-pay of the army or navy 
were regulated, The despatch to this effect from the Colonial Secre- 

tary, Lord Goderich, had a local application to the half-pay officers 
{ slcing tie Oe store; arid éloewhere inthe county: 

A General Order of August 1st, 183r, laid down the following 
graduated scale, according to which each officer purchasing land in 
the usual way became entitled to a remission of the purchase money 
to the extent here specified: 


25 years’ service 





Field office 





Captains, 20 
Subalterns, 20 


























THE 





BJECT OF LAND GRANTS. 58 

Regulations, similar to these, by which officers of the Royal Navy 
(Commanders, Lieutenants, and  Subalterns, respectively), could 
secure land grants is 





Upper Canada, were also issued in March, 1832. 


Unuappy Resutts. 


In all these cases the settlement duties applied, location tickets 
being given at the time of the settler’s arrival, and no patent was 
issued until the settlement duties were complied with, Such, at any 
rate, were the regulations as they appeared in print; but there is re: 
son to believe that in actual practice there was a different state of 
affairs, and the regulations fell far short of being carried into effect. 
So many ways of evading the settlement duties were found, that in 








May, 1832, the Provincial Government cancelled all previous orders 
respecting settlement duties, and refused to issue patents to any 
individual until it was ascertained that a resident settler was estab- 
lished on some part of the grant. This was done because the ben 
volent intentions of the Government in favour of U. E. Loyalists and 
other privileged claimants were daily frustrated, and the settlement 
of the province impeded by speculators purchasing the settlers’ rights 
and holding vast quantities of land for higher prices. From this time 
forth the question of land-granting was a bone of contention. The 
House of Assembly and the Executive were constantly at war on this 
subject, and it was a prominent source of friction leading up to the 
troubles of 1837, The House of Assembly transmitted an Address to 
Lieutenant Governor Colborne on 28 November, 1833, requesting 
information on the subject of lands to U. E. Loyalists and others. 
The information requested was laid before the Assembly, December 
12, 1833, whereupon the subject was referred to a select committee 
of the House, which reported February 27, 1834. Their report con- 
tained some strong accusations. 

The report was accompanied by an Address on the subject of 
U. E. Rights to King William IV., who was then reigning. The Bri- 
tish House of Commons took action about two years afterward, by 
merely calling for some information. Meanwhile in Upper Canada, 
the Executive and Assembly came no nearer a settlement of the burn- 
ing question, and the result was, in part at least, the uprising of '37, 
as everyone knows, 


























A word remains to be said on the subject of the machinery for 
locating the settlers and granting their lands. In 1789, even before 
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the setting apart of Upper Canada, local land boards had been 
appointed for the purpose of accommodating persons desirous of form- 
ing settlements in the province. Under varying forms these land 
boards continued to exist for many years. In 1819, the regulations 
were such that emigrants desirous to become settlers in the province 
were under the necessity of presenting themselves at York (now 
Toronto), and great inconvenience was the result. For the remedy 
of this grievance, the Lieutenant-Governor in C 
appointed in each of the districts (there were 12 in the provinc 
tain persons to form local boards, with power to locate any settler in 
the respective district. At a subsequent date similar boards were 
instituted in the counties 

The rapidity of making grants fluctuated considerably ; sometimes 








juncil, in that year 





cer 








one section, sometimes another, was the favourite point for location. 
‘An examination of the patents granted in the province between April 
1 and August 1, 1836, shows that during that particular period, of the 


total 1,536 grants, they largely predominated in Simcoe and Kent 





counties. While 384 of the 1,536 descriptions for patents issued dur- 
ing those four months were for Simcoe County, no less than 461 
patents for the county passed the Great Seal of: the Province in the 
same period” (The patents were issued by the Secretary and Registrar, 
while the descriptions for patents, of which there were fewer, were 
issued by the Surveyor-General.) The large number of grants made at 
this particular period in Simcoe had a cause. Sir Francis Bond Head 
dissolved the House of Assembly, on May 28, 1836, and just before 
the clections in June, the Government issued patents to many persons 
to make new votes and influence the elections. In Medonte, for 
example, the Government issued 55 patents during the latter part of 
May and the month of June, 1836. 

The settlers of Medonte, so many of whom received patents at 
this time, had gone into the township mostly during the large influx 
of 1832, and they now received their patents in exchange for politi- 
cal support. How like present day. methods this looks! The election 
had its influence in the augmentation of the number of patents in the 
other earlier months of that year, as well as during the clection itself. 
‘The patents were perhaps nothing more than the just rights to which 
the settlers were entitled, if they had duly performed their settlement 
duties (which is doubtful in every case), but to issue the patents in 
return for votes was wrong, and it raised a great outcry throughout 
the province at the time. 
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‘Tue U. E. Lovatist Graxts 1x Sscor Couxry, 








In those days there were no free grants to, any but the 
Loyalist descendants, besides the soldiers and the marines. A 
number of persons of both sexes, descended from U. E. Loyalists, 
received grants in Simeoe County, but,in only a few cases did they 
ever settle on the lands, Speculators bought up their scrip and held 





the lands for a rise in value. 

‘The U. E. Loyalists claimed, whether always truly or not, the 
Joss of much property duriag ‘the American Revolution of 1776. In 
the War of 1812-15, their claims to reward were perhaps stronger. 
‘The latter war between Great’ Britain and the United States arose out 
of a question with which Canada‘had little to do; and yet the Can- 
adians, whose position made them the principal sufferers, are: those 
who are mainly entitled to credit for repelling the different invasions 
to which their antagonist subjected them. It was thus largely 
through U. E. Loyalists (although they were not the only defenders), 
that Canada’ held her own in the war, and they preserved by their 
devotion the lands of the grants for which their-descendants after- 
ward came into possession. But if the large number of allotments to 
their descendants in Simcoe County alone be any criterioa for the rest 
of this province, they appear to have been amply repaid in lands, the 
face of the country having been laid under-heavy tribute to their 





descendants. 

In confining the free grants to the descendants of U. E. Loyalists, 
with retired soldiers and marines, the object of the makers of the 
regulation was to people the new country with a loyal stock. It was 
too often the practice of the Governors and their Executive Councils 
in those days to regard the inhabitants as disloyal if they complained 
about anything,—as under the influence of United States repub- 
licanism—and as unfit to be trusted with self-government or favours. 





SPECULATORS A GRIEVANCE. 


The Earl of Durham showed in his now famous Report how 
nearly half of all the surveyed land in this province had been granted 
as rewards, or in the attempt to make rewards, for public services; and 
of the land thus granted, perhaps less than a tenth had been occupied 
by actual settlers. In Simcoe County the state of affairs was not 
different from that of any other part of the province. An inspection 





























56 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COU 
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of the list of patentees for the county shows that a large proportion 
of those who received land grants never became actual settlers, but 
sold them to others. The County in this way came to have its due 
quota of land sharks, and in the scramble for lands, the honest settler 
often got trampled. The Rev. Thomas Williams, in his “Memories” 
(No. 8), relates the story from the settler’s p 

From the first organization of the 








nt of view. 
imeoe District Council in 
1843 onward, the non-resident land speculators were attacked. They 
had bought large tracts of land, paid one or two instalments, and 
brought to bear all the influence at their command on the Governments 
of the day to save their lands from becoming liable to taxation. The 
actual settler had to open and improve the roads, build the school 
houses and churches, and otherwise enhance the value of the specula- 
tor’s land, while the speculator himself was sleeping. 

The District Council, as early as May 17, 1844, passed a By- 
law imposing a tax of one penny per acre on all wild lands owned by 
non-residents, including lands of the Canada Company. But from 
certain proceedings that took place in the House of Assembly at the 
time, the Council became doubtful whether they could legally enforce 
payment of the tax. As a result, they sought power to tax the wild 
lands, and for this purpose sent a petition to both Houses of the 
Legislature in the following February. Again, in February, 1847, 
they passed another by 














w to the same effect, and a lengthy report 
giving an account of the wild land tax question appears in the pub- 
ished proceedings for that time, (at page 356), a perusal of which is 
well worth the time of any person who desires to know the history 
of the contest. 

On account of wild land tax, the County Council received in 
1850 from the Canada Company the sum of £070, 9s. The Clergy 
Reserve lands sold were not liable to taxes, and this state of affairs 
brought forth a ‘memorial’? from the Council to the Government in 
June, 1851. 

Where the wild land belonged to individuals or companies 
engaged in the lumber trade, they opposed settlement, as their lands 
would be taxed after settlers arrived, 

For many years the wild land tax was a bone of contention in 
this county, each successive County Council having to wrestle with 











the difficulty, and the owners paying it reluctantly and only after 
much forcing. There was a regular system of speculating in Crown 
Lands. Many persons paid only one instalment, paid no taxes, and 























nilius Irving, the First Warden of Simeoe Dist 
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held the lands at high prices. This resulted in transferring almost 
every vacant lot in the county from the Crown to private individuals, 
thus driving away actual settlers. Accordingly, the problem had to 
be attacked from a new point of view, and an Order in Council, 
relating to Crown Land arrearages, was passed. (Crown Land 
Regulations, No. 16, January 13, 1859.) 

The renewal of the attack upon the speculators brought forth 
renewed energy on their part to save their position. Thus, Thomas 
C. Street, of Welland County, for taxes on wild lands which he had 
paid in Kent County, recovered them again by a law suit, because 
the title was still vested in the Crown. He then proceeded to claim 
from Simcoe County the sum of $534.44, which he had paid on his 
wild lands here. This brought on a special session of the County 
Council in November, 1861, at which they decided to get the Hon. 
Jas Patton's opinion, and began to make preparations to fight. In 
the end Mr, Street brought an action for $1,600 against the County 
in the Court of Common Pleas, and obtained judgment for $40. The 
‘County Council appealed from this decision to the Court of Error and 
Appeal. Owing to the decision of Justice Draper in Street ¥. Kent 


County, it was now threatened that some $30,000 or $40,000 would 
be demanded from Simcoe County respecting the sales of unpatented 
lands for taxes, Some four or five actions were already begun by 
May 9, 1862. Mr. Street, who had brought the action against this 
county for tax sales alleged to be illegal, was for some years about 
this time the member of Parliament for Welland, and used his influence 
to obstruct in the House all settlement of taxes on wild lands. 


The amount of friction that arose in the early sixties from the 
sales of wild lands for taxes was enormous, and the ownership of 
many farms came into question about that time in this harrassing 
way. Much anxiety and unnecessary expense was caused to unof- 
fending settlers from the tax sales of former yeacs. By Janiiary 26, 
1864, there were eight chancery suits in progress against the county 
arising out of tax sales. 

When the Government in 1863 resumed and offered for sale 
unpatented and unimproved lands in the Township of Flos, the non- 
resident holders of which had not paid arrearages, but were holding 
them for purposes of speculation, the County Council expressed the 
hope that it would pursue the same policy toward all such lands in 
‘the county. 
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‘Tue Muskoka FREE GRaNts. 
‘The modern system of free grants to every actual settler,—the 
ce of Ontario immediately 
which was 





happy system inaugurated by the Provi 
after Confederation,—had in fact its beginning in Simcoe, 
the mother county of Muskoka where the system was first put into 
And, accordingly, it would be unfair to omit an account of 





practi 
so important a measure. 

‘As early as June, 1865, when a single representative at the 
Sounty Council Board, viz., for Morrison and Muskoka, was the 
nly mouthpiece for the territory from the Severn River to the North 
Pole, a definite step was taken in this desirable direction. The Coun- 
cil sent a memorial to the Governor-in-Council asking that all Crown 
Lands at the disposal of the Crown, suitable for farming purposes, 
and not above the actual value of $4 an acre, should be offered either 
as free grants to actual settlers, or offered for sale at a nominal price, 
sufficient to cover the expenses of survey, accompanied by the most 
stringent regulations as to actual settlement. They began their 
memorial by stating that the manner in which the farming lands in 
this Province had been disposed of by the Crown, had been injurious 
to the best interests of the country, and had materially retarded its 
progress and settlement. They then urged the giving of free grants 
Of land as the true policy which the Government should follow. Per- 
haps no county had suffered more than Simcoe from speculators hold 
ing the wild lands to the great injury of the farming interests. | They 
‘also asked, in behalf of the new townships of Morrison and Muskoka, 
‘and represented for the first time by a Reeve in 
ich townships, that the settlers 














then just organized 
the Council, and in behalf of other su: 
be relieved from the payment of arrears on their lands. 

In November of the same year, the Council again urged the 
Governor-in-Council in a memorial to adopt the system of free grants 
in the future. ‘This memorial was prepared at the instance of T. D. 
McConkey, M.P., who was urging on the Government the adoption 
of the free grant system. 


‘The Act to secure free grants and homesteads to actual settlers 
and 














on the Public Lands was finally passed, February 28, 1868, 
became law. While it was passing through the Legislature, viz., in 
January, 1868, the Council again memorialized the Lieutenant-Gover- 
norin-Council to re-sell lands forfeited for non-payment of arrears, 
and to forfeit in less than nine or ten years lands in arrears. 
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In June, 1870, the County Council sent another memorial to the 
Licutenant-Governor-in-Council to cancel the arrearages on lands i 
Muskoka that had been located before the passing of the ‘Free Grants 
Act.” The pioneers there had agreed to pay $1.00 an acre, and had 
made the roads and other improvements, which later arrivals were 
enjoying, besides having had to pay nothing for their lands. The 
grievance was one which deserved the immediate attention of the 
Government, and showed negligence or oversight on the part of the 
Legislature when it passed the Free Grants Act. 

In January, 1872, the County Council memorialized the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor-in-Council and the House of Assembly of Ontario to 
aid in the development of the Free Grants District. The memorial 
pointed out that the revenue of the Province had been lately augmented 
by timber dues levied within the district, to a large amount, one 
township alone having yielded nearly $100,000; that a fair and rea- 
sonable proportion of these revenues should be expended within it, in 
such public works as would promote agricultural settlement and gen- 
eral trade; and that the most successful way had been to subsidize 
railways in a district. The memorial had in view a subsidy for the 


Muskoka Extension Railway, which soon after this time came to be 
a realized fact. 


The Free Grants system thus inaugurated and fairly launched in 
its course, and which had been so thoroughly nursed while the dis- 
trict was a part of Simcoe County, was a success in a general way. 
Yet it had a few drawbacks, which one might expect as inseparable 
from any system. For example, the squatters in the Free Grant 
lands of Muskoka were like the half-breed squatters of the Red River 
at an earlier day. They settled on the first vacant lot they found, 
remained till the last stick of timber was cut down, and then removed 
to another lot which they reduced to the same condition as the first. 
‘There are whole tracts in Muskoka where settlers are scarce from the 
adoption of this plan. 




















Chapter VII. 


THE FIRST WHITE SETTL AND THE PEOPLE 
WHO MADE THEM. 


Almost the first settlers in the county were a band of fugitives 
from Lord Selkirk’s Red River Settlement. In 1819 they took up 
farms a short distance southwest of Bradford, in what has always been 
known as the ‘‘Scotch Settlement.” There were the families of 
Sutherland, McKay, Mathewson, McBeth, Ross and Campbell. Three 
others, natives of Ireland, settled near the Holland River the same 
year, viz., the families of Wallace, Algeo and Armstrong. 

Along the edge of Tecumseth facing W. Gwillimbury, Andrew 
Carswell, James Manning and one or two others settled in 1819. In 
Innisfil, Francis Hewson settled at Big Bay Point in or about the 
same year. 

In the same year (1819) about a dozen families located on the 
Penetanguishene Road in Oro and Vespra. Amongst these were the 
families of Brown, Bergin, Debenham, Drury, Gough, Hart, Hickling, 
Jones, Lawrence, Luck, Mair, Partridge, Watson, White and several 
other families, all of whom settled within a short time of each other. 
These were followed in the next year or two by the families of Bruce, 
Craig, Johnson, Lang, McLean, Richardson and Williams, who set- 
tled to the north of the last named group. While near Penetangui- 
shene, a few families settled within a year or two after the removal of 
the Nottawasaga garrison to that place in 1818. 

All these families and many more will be referred to when we 
come to take up each neighbourhood by itself, The arrival of settlers 
was, however, tardy; and only a few isolated clearings were made up 
to the year 1831, when a considerable tflux of settlers took place. 
In the next year (1832) the influx became quite general and lasted 
for about three years, when another lull took place—a calm before the 
gathering storm of the Rebellion. 

Many causes are accountable for this large influx of settlers in 
1832. The Reform Bill riots in Britain at the time no doubt caused 
many to emigrate. In addition to this, great excitement, according 
to Dr. Thomas Rolph in his ‘Statistical Account’” prevailed in Britain 
in 1832 on the subject of colonial slavery, compelling the British 
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Government to legislate in favour of emancipation in 1833. This 
agitation produced feelings hostile to the West Indies, and more 
favourable to Upper Canada, where the importation of slaves had 
been abolished in 1793. Besides these, the war of 1812-15 had called 
attention in Britain to Canadian affairs. ‘The peaceful period succeed- 
ing the war, during which period peace also reigned in Europe, was a 
time when a number of travellers—Murray, Hall, Mrs, Trollope, Galt, 
and many others—passed through the United States and Canada. On 
reaching England, their travels were published, and thus public atten- 
tion there was directed even more extensively toward Canada. 

‘The Rebellion of 1837 is a sharp dividing line. Those who settled 
before it were the pioneers of the county. When the Rebellion 
troubles were at an end, other settlers began to flock in once more, 
and the stream of immigration was kept up to present times. Thus 
it will be seen that the period before the Rebellion stands out by itself, 
sharp and clear,—and it is with this period more particularly that we 
intend to deal in the present work 








SETTLEMENTS ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY. 


In this county as elsewhere throughout the province the pioneers 
settled in groups or clusters, according to their nationality. In the 
course of a journey through the county in its pioneer days, a person 
Scotch, Irish, French-Can- 








would come upon groups of English, 
adians, Germans, and Negroes—all of whom appear to have settled 
clusters, giving to each neighbourhood its distinctive features, 
which it will retain for several generations to come. It is interesting 
to note the progress made by these different national groups or settle- 








ments, for they are favourably situated throughout the county for 
purposes of comparison. The thrifty Saxon is side by side with his 
less lymphatic neighbour, the Celt, from Ireland or the Highlands of 
Scotland, and the two are mutually benefited, politically, religiously, 
and in many other ways, by the contact, 

In West Gwillimbury there was a settlement of Highland Scotch 








refugees from Lord Selkirk’s colony on the Red River; while in the 
northern part of the same township, in Tecumseth, in the eastern 
portion of Essa, and in the southwest of Innisfil—spread over parts 
of four townships with Cookstown as a centre—was a large settlement 
of Protestant Orangemen from the North of Ireland. In Southeast 
Innisfil, and in West Essa, were small settlements of Lowland Scotch. 














64 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


Adjala was originally peopled by Irish Catholics, large groups of 
whom also located in Flos and Medonte, though these mostly since 
the Rebellion of ’37. In Oro and in Nottawasaga are large settlements 


of Highland Scotch, most of whom were natives of the island of 
Islay. Near Penetanguishene a settlement of French-Canadians was 
made about 1828, and in Oro two dozen Negro families were planted 
about 1832 on what was known as Wilberforce Street. ‘These, and 
many more, are the ‘national’ settlements which were formed 
throughout the county prior to 1837, and it may be added that the 
greater portion of the county’s population at that time was com- 
prised within these ‘‘little nations,” each having but a few square 
miles of area. The conditions of life (especially the introduction of 
railways, which rapidly mix the population) as in every new country, 
here became such, however, that distinctive national traits of charac- 
ter are giving way to more cosmopolitan manners and speech 

A story is told of the early settlers of Essa (and confirmed on 
good authority), that they would not allow a Roman Catholic to settle 
amongst them. A few of such, however, did manage to settle, but 
the almost unmixed Protestant population of this township, down to 


the present day, tells the story in uncertain language of this “select 


policy"” on the part of its first settlers. 


Tue Evements or Our Porutation, 


With the groups of English, Scots, Irish, French-Canadians, Ger- 
mans, etc., the particular nationality or creed in each case determines 
the characteristic traits of the group—traits which are persisting 
through several generations, notwithstanding the levelling tendencies 
‘of modern life. 

The accompanying lists give, by townships such settlements or 
groups of the original rural population of Simcoe County, as can be 
set down in tabular form. The town and village portion of our 
population is too mixed to be amenable to analysis of this kind; the 
only observable rule in this case is that the population of each town 
is mainly recruited from the rural districts in its neighbourhood. 

In this county, as elsewhere, names of political and religious sig- 
nificance are often the most convenient for the designation of the 
various groups. 

For the most part, those who colonized this county belonged to 
the peasant classes of Great Britain and Ireland, as the accompanying 





THE FIRST WHITE SETTLEMENTS. 


Grovurs oF First Serruers. 


French-Canadians (begun in 1828),Tiny, Tay. 

English (from northern counties of 
England begun in 1820).........Oro and Vespra (25 families at first) 

Medonte, Tecumseth, West 
Gwillimbury. 

Scots (from Sutherlandshire at first. 
Immigrants with Lord Sel- 
kirk’s Red River Colonists. 
Seventeen families, located 
here in 1819) . me 

Scots (from Islay, Argyleshire. 
Begun in 1832) ........ Oro and Nottawasaga chiefly, and 

a few families of the same migra- 
tion into Medonte, Orillia, Sunni- 
dale. 


West Gwillimbury. 


Scots (Lanarkshire and Renfrew- 
shire, via Dalhousie Township, 
Ont., in 1832, Many Glasgow 
and Paisley weavers were 
among these) Innisfil, Essa. 
Scots (Dumfriesshire, 1832 to 1850) Innisfil. 
Irish (begun in 1830. Protestants 
from Ulster, Extensive set- 
tlement) suse West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, 
Innisfil, Essa, Tossorontio. 


Irish Palatines (about 10 families 
in 1831) sssssseeeecsnseseeeenseennne West Gwillimbury. 
Irish (Catholics, begun in 1828) ...Adjala, Vespra, Flos, Medonte 
Nottawasaga. 


Irish (from Londonderry in 1850, 
etc.) Hosta ‘ Innisfil. 
Germans (begun with 10 families 
in 1834) - Nottawasaga, 
Negroes (Begun in 1828) ..........Or0 (20. families), Sunnidale, 
Indians (Ojibways, population about 
266) sess sseeeseesssssseesesBeausoleil and Christian Islands. 
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table of groups will show; and the traits of character so marked in 
the British peoples have shown themselves in the life of the people 
of this county. The sea and sea life have the effect of giving to men 
the virtues of courage and valor in greater amount than other kinds 
of life; and those peoples, like the British, who live nearest the sea, 
furnish sailors of the most courageous types. Speaking generally, 
the pioneers had more courage than modern people, because there 
were more occasions demanding the exercise of courage, but our pio- 
neers mostly came of a courageous race. 

‘There were a few other kinds of people among the pioneers. When 
the soldiers, for example, passed to and fro in the time of the war 
of 1812-15 through the county, it was then in a state of nature. But 


Z 


Main Street, Penetanguishene, 


as soon as it was opened up for settlement, many of the soldiers who 
had been impressed by its fair appearance became actual settlers. 

At the first the rural development in comparison with that of the 
towns and villages of that time, strikes the observer. The whirligig 
of time has completely reversed this order of things in the seventy or 
eighty odd years that have elapsed since the first extensive settlements 
were made. The incipient towns of Bradford, Barrie and Orillia, in 
1837, for example, or rather, these villages, each contained a dozen 
or two families ; Collingwood and Stayner did not spring into existence 
until the construction of the Northern Railway in 1854; Penetangu 
shene was a trifle larger in 1837 than any other place in the count 
while Midland was not begun until 1872 at the time of the inaugur: 
tion of the Midland Railway. Nowadays, the towns and villages con- 
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tain more than half of the population, but at the first they contained 
only about the one-twentieth part. 

At the end of the second volume there are lists of the settlers 
who had arrived in the county before 1837, numbering some 1,800 
heads of families. After seventy odd years scarcely half a dozen of 
these pioneers survive. New generations in tenfold numbers fill their 
places, and cultivated fields take the place of the forest openings i 
the midst of which they lived and labored with their three-cornered 
ive implements. 











harrows and other primi 

The brief sketches of some of the first settlers, of which the second 
volume mainly consists, relate chiefly to the first thirty or forty settlers 
arriving before the others in each township. Of necessity this plan 
will include those who came in the twenties into South Simcoe, also 
those at Penetanguishene and along the military road to that post, in 
the north half of the county, who mostly came during the same early 
years. But in the other parts of the county those who came a few 





years later than the above were the pioneers. 


‘Tue Duration oF Lire. 


The increase of population in later years is to some extent due 
to an increase in the duration of life. Many persons in this county at 
one time or another, have reached the age of 100 years or more, and 
a few facts about this subject may be’ worthy of record at this part 
of the history. 


Some CENTENARIANS OF Simcoe County. 





Name, Native County. Death. Residence. 
John McKay, Kintyre, Seotland, Jan. 31, 1857, , Nottawasaga. 
‘Arthur Gough, Co. Mayo, Ireland, Dec. 12, 1874, W.Gwillimbary. 
Daniel McCurdy, Co” Antrim, Ireland, June 3, 1878, Tecumseth 





‘Wm. Mackie, "' Co. Armagh, Ireland. Apr. 1 


W.Gwillimbary. 
Angas Sutherland, Scotland, i 









‘Jane Campbell, Glencairn. 
Tarres Darose, fq 5, 1896, Adjala. 

Eugene Smith, , Ireland, Mar. 11, 1908, Vespra & Barrie, 
Francis Ruddell, Glasgow, Scotland, 11; 1908, Midland 

Mrs. Stewart" Seotland Feb. 18, 1899, Minesing. 
Cornelius MeCarthy, Co Cork, Ireland, Jan. 28,1905, 106 “Tay 


The accompanying list gives such particulars as the writer has 
been able to gather in regard to a few of these centenarians. This 
is not by any means a complete list, and it is to be remembered that 
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it can be greatly added to, but it is sufficiently representative to be 

structive so far as it goes. It is worthy of note that the persons 
named in the list, almost without exception, came either from Ireland 
or from the Scottish Highlands, both kinds, in fact, belonging to the 
most northerly or outlying peoples. Their endurance shows not only 


the hardiness of the Celtic race, to which they mostly belonged, but 
also the healthfulness of the climate to which they came. It is also 
worthy of note that a number of the Ojibway Indians in the county 
have succeeded in passing the century mark, but the facts of their ages 
are less reliable than in the cases of the white settlers. 











Chapter VIII. 


THE BEGINNING OF LAKE NAVIGATION. 


The Northwest Company complained to the Upper Canadian 
Government in 1811 that the forwarding parties on Lake Erie and 
elsewhere near the frontier had been continually subjected to the 
vexatious interference of the United States customs officials since 
1796, and they had had boats and property seized and detained. The} 
suggested the use of the route across the narrow part of the province 
by way of Lake Simcoe, and this soon brought about the navigation 
of that lake, as well as the establishment of lake ports at the south- 
ern end of Georgian Bay for the convenience of navigation on that 
large body of water, the first of such ports being the Nottawasaga 
River outlet and Penetanguishene. 

At the first the craft in general use was, of course, the birch 
bark canoe. Then came batteaux, especially in the time of the war 
of 1812-15; sloops and schooners soon followed on both Lake Simcoe 
and the Georgian Bay. The inauguration of steamboats on Lake 
Simcoe took place in 1832, and a ‘‘horseboat’? was tried in 1838, but 
did not work well, 


ke 











Tue First S\nine VESSELS ox LaKe Simcoe. 





As the Northern Railway was not opened till October, 1853, the 
early vessels on Lake 
settlement of the County, and must, accordingly, come in for a pas- 
sing review. 

Until the year 1832, a few small boats and one schooner com- 
prised the entire ‘‘shipping” of Lake Simcoe. Of the small boats, 
a sloop belonging to Philemon Squire of Holland Landing was often 
used by parties of settlers going to different points on the lake. 

In 1819, depots were established on the Nine Mile Portage for 
military stores in transit to the posts on the Upper Lakes; and about 
the same time an armed schooner was built to sail on Lake Simcoe 
for the protection of the military storehouse on Kempenfeldt Bay, and 
the transportation of the stores. It was kept in commission by the 
Johnsons of Holland Landing—a family of U. E. Loyalists. 

(69) 





Simcoe were chiefly concerned with the first 
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John Goldie, a traveller who visited Holland Landing in 1819, 





speaks of this schooner in his journal as follows: ‘There is nothing 
but one schooner upon the lake, which is sufficient for all the trade at 
present.” 


For some time in the “twenties” Eli Beman also owned a 
schooner (probably the one just mentioned, the successor of which, 
in the fifties, was named the Queen.) Rev. Peter Jones mentions 
it in his Journal, making the following entry on July 7th, 1829: 
“We sailed from the Island (Snake Island) this morning in Mr. 
Beman’s schooner, for Yellowhead’s Island.”” 





‘Tne First STEAMERS ON Lake Simcor. 


The increasing influx of population and the consequent growtn 
of traffic created a want of better “‘shipping” facilities. To meet 
Cm want, the half-pay officers who had taken up estates chiefly 





falong the north shore of Kempenfeldt Bay in Oro, formed a joint 
stock company and built a steamboat. ‘This small steamer, which was 
named the Sir John Colborne, in honour of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of that day, was built at Holland Landing in 1831, at the Soldiers’ 
or Lower Landing, and launched in 1832. The Sir John Colborne is 
said to have been a high pressure vessel, and appears to have made 
more excitement than speed, as will be seen from the following 
account of her first voyage 


“The trip from Holland Landing to Kempenfeldt consumed no 
less than a week, a day or two of which was spent at the mouth of 
Cook’s Bay. Proceeding thence along the south shore, calls were 
made at Jackson’s Point and Beaverton of the present, when the 
craft, commanded by Captain Borland, endeavoured to make Orillia, 
but could not pass the Lake Couchiching Narrows. A day was 
employed in replenishing her fuel hold, but for want of a safe landing 
place the wood had to be brought off the shore in small boats. Con- 
tinuing her course westward along the north shore of the lake, halts 
were made at the cabin of every settler along the route, as they were 
all stockholders in the enterprise, possessed of very convivial dispo- 
sitions, and only too eager to ‘celebrate’ the advent of steam nai 
gation’ upon Lake Simcoe; so what mattered the fact that a week’s 
Cruise was necessary to chain the two termini? Time was not ‘of 
the essence,’ and even though it had been, many of the settlers kept 
a more powerful ‘essence’ on tap in their cabins, which accounts in 
some degree for the length of time spent on the pioneer cruise of 
‘the pioneer steamer over the most charming of inland Canadian 
water stretches.” 
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TION. cat 


The Sir John Colborne was sold in 1833 to Charles Thompson, 
and seems to have increased her speed with time, for in Walton’s 
Directory for 1833-4 we find that “The steamboat Colborne leaves 
the Holland Landing Mondays and Thursdays, at 8 o'clock in the 
morning, passing round Lake Simcoe.” 

This vessel drawing too much water to pass through ‘The 
Narows,"” she soon gave place on the Lake to the Peter Robinson 
steamer, which was built in 1834. This boat was conducting the 
traffic of the lake in 1837, when Mrs. Jameson, the celebrated author- 
ess passed this way. In 1838 the following notice appeared in the 
Toronto Patriot. 

“Lake Sicoz—Steampoat Norice—The Peter Robinson will 
leave Holland Landing for the Narrows, via Barrie and Oro, every 
Monday and Friday, and via Georgina and Thoriah every Wednes- 
day. On return to Holland Landing will leave the Narrows every 
Tuesday and Saturday, via Thoria and Georgina, and via Oro and 
Barrie every Thursday. The hour of departure for the Holland 
Landing and the Narrows will be eight a.m. precisely.—Wa. Laucu- 














TON, Managing Owner.’ 

After receiving an overhauling in 1839, her name became The 
Simcoe. 

Another steamboat, the Beaver, was launched in the summer of 
1845. We learn from Smith's Gasetteer for 1846 that “During the & 
season, the steamboat Beaver leaves the Holland River for Barrie 
and Orillia every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, returning on the 
alternate days." In glancing over the files of the Barrie Magnet, we 
me upon the following notice of an excursion in the issue of July 
t when compared 
with present facilities, it will no doubt have an interest for modern 
readers : 











12, 1849. As it contains some points of contr 





Pieasure EXcursion oN Lake Simcoe. 


At the solicitation of several of the inhabitants of Barrie and 
neighborhood, Captain Laughton has kindly consented to run the 
Steamer Beaver for a pleasure excursion, on Thursday, the roth July. 
Starting from Barrie at 7 o'clock a.m., the Beaver will proceed v 
Georgina, to Orillia; from thence round the beautiful lake ‘Couchi- 
ching,” and return to Barrie in the evening. The Amateur Band, 
at Holland Landing, have kindly volunteered their services for the 
occasion. 
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Single Tickets for the trip 5s. 
For a Gentleman and Lady, 
Do. with Two Ladies, 105. 
Meals will be provided on board at 1s. 3d. each, The “Beaver”? 
will proceed to Georgina the same evening. 


6d. 





4 The steamboat landing on the Holland River was seven miles 


from the lake; and the river for this distance was so very crooked 
‘and narrow that the boat often ran her nose into the marshy banks 
and had to be pushed off with poles. This was a tedious experience 
for passengers, and led to the removal of the Beaver in the season of 
“4 1850 ‘from the old landing on the east branch, to the Bradford 





bridge landing place, on the west branch of the river. This branch 
is said to be much easier to navigate than the east branch; the water 
being deeper, the stream broader, and its course not so tortuous ur 
choked with marsh, A new steamboat (the Morning) was started in 
1849, which ran from the old landing place. The starting a second 
boat on a route so remote as it then was, was a matter of doubtful 
policy, as it was very improbable that Lake Simcoe, or the country 
bordering it, could at the time support two boats.” 

‘The construction of the Morning, here referred to, was the result 





of some misunderstanding between the joint owners of the Beaver, 
—Captain Laughton, her commander, and Charles Thompson of 
Summer Hill (near Toronto). Mr. Thompson built the Morning 


in opposition to the Beaver; and when the Northern Railway came 
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into operation as far as Barrie, in 1853, the former boat ran in con 
nection with the railway. 

The next steamer built on the lake was the J. C. Morrison. She 
was built at Bell , by Capt. Hugh Chisholm (afterward 
of Meaford) and launched in 1855. ‘The Northern Railway Com- 
pany, then the newly started “Ontario, Simcoe, and Huron Railway 
Company,” owned her, and had built her for the purpose of accom- 
modating pleasure seekers from Toronto and other cities. She was 
commanded by Captain Fraser during the short period of her exist- 
ence. From the Meaford Mirror of April, 1888, we derive the fol- 
lowing particulars with regard to this well-equipped vessel :— 





“She was one hundred and fifty feet in keel, was fitted with 
upper cabins, and in every way a magnificent steamer for those days, 
and had a record of fifteen miles per hour, which is much faster 
than the majority of steamers on our lakes at the present time. Her 
cost was $60,000. She was called after the late Judge Morrison, 
who at that time was president of the Northern Railway Company. 
Her route was from Bell Ewart to Beaverton and Orillia, making 
daily trips.”” 








This vessel is said to have been exceedingly handsome, but her 
career was a short one, for about two years after she was launched 
she took fire while at the wharf in Barrie, Aug. 4, 1857, and had to 
be sent adrift. A young lady was sleeping in one of the cabins at 
the time, and was with some difficulty rescued. All ablaze, and 
drifting on the water for some time she finally foundered at the 
head of the bay, near Allandale. 





Following the J. C. Morrison came the Emily May—a steamer 
built at Bell Ewart by the same builder, Capt. Chisholm. She was 
launched in 1861, and was owned by the late Capt. May. The 
Emily May afterward passed into the hands of the Northern Rail- 
way Company, which changed her name to the Lady of the Lakes. 
She in turn gave place to other steamers, after a long and useful 
career, and her hull now lies rotting at Bell Ewart. 





Judge Ardagh, in a paper read before the Historical Society, 
April 22, 1892, and afterward published in the local newspapers, 
gave some particulars of the early steamboats on Lake Simcoe; and 
about the same date the Orillia Times gave an article containing 
some further particulars narrated by Capt. Hugh McKay, of Hawke- 
stone. 
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Eariy Vesseis aD Steamers at Geororan Bay Ports. 


On Georgian Bay, the first vessels and the first steamers ran, 
as one might naturally expect, in connection with the naval and mil 
tary estal 
tioned there at various times, there were, in particular, the Mida 
the Experiment, and the Mohawk. These had headquarters at Pene- 
tanguishene at one time or another in the forties, but it does not 
appear that any one of the list made regular trips at stated intervals. 
Before these, however, there was a pioneer steamer named the 
Penetanguishene. It was the first steamer built at this place and 
was launched about the year 1832 by Mitchell and Thompson, accord- 
ing to the information elicited by Mr. Osborne from the voyageurs. 
(See p. 145, Ontario Historical Society's Papers and Records, Vol. 
IIL) It was a small steamer, and ran regularly between there and 
Coldwater, Captain Borland being in charge of her. 

‘At Sturgeon Bay, a shipping depot was established at the time 
the Government Road was made thither from Coldwater, and a 
blockhouse was erected. Sturgeon Bay had docks, and the early 
steamers made it a port for calls; being the terminus of the Cold~ 
water portage, it became a stirring place in the days before the 
railways. It is claimed, and quite properly so, that the Gore was the 
first steamer to make regular trips in connection with this port, and 
indeed with any other port on Georgian Bay. The Steamer Gore 
(200 tons) was built at Niagara in 1837. Early in the forties she ran 
regularly from Sturgeon Bay, which was the point of embarkation 
for travellers going to the upper lakes. On account of the develop 
ment of the Bruce mines, the lake traffic here grew rapidly for that 
day, and Sturgeon Bay flourished. Owing to this boom, a town- 
plot called Port Powell was surveyed in 1846 on lots 9 and 10, con. 
9, Tay, and building lots placed on the market by family relatives 
of Chief Justice Powell, after whom the place doubtless received its 
name. The sailings of the Gore in 1850 will be found in Chap. 
XII. of this volume, 

‘This continued until Collingwood became the port for the Bruce 
mines and other places up the lakes, at the completion of ‘the Nor 
thern Railway, Jan. 1, 1855. The first regular line of steamboats, in 
connection with the railway, began at Collingwood in 18 

At Collingwood, on the opening of the Northern Railway 
1855, one of the first steamers was the Mazeppa, which made regux 








Jhment at Penetanguishene, Of the first steamers sta- 
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lar trips to Owen Sound. She was followed by others, which kept 
\ereasing in size as new ones were made. A paper on ‘“Naviga- 
tion on the Upper Lakes, (more particularly that of the port of Col- 
lingwood)" by David Williams, of Collingwood, was published by 
him in the Saturday News of that town, Nov. 28, 1908, to which 
the reader is referred for particulars of the early steamers and an 
outline of the history of the Northern Navigation Company. 








At Midland, with the opening of the Midland Railway, in 1872, 
navigation rapidly assumed an important position. The erection of 
the first elevator there further increased the shipping trade, to which 
the sawmills and the position it held as a railway terminus had 
already added much growth. Other elevators in later years at Tiffin, 
Victoria Harbor and at Midland itself, following the development of 
the lumber industry at Waubaushene, Fesserton, Victoria Harbor, 
and other ports along the Midland Railway, have given to Matche- 
dash Bay and its branches the important place in navigation which 
the old fur traders of a century earlier had foreseen it would some 
day possess 























































Chapter IX. 


THE FIRST COLONIZATION ROADS. 


In the years before the Rebellion of 1837, the Upper Canadian 
Legislature generally made the grants for roads and other public 
works; but there was so little surplus revenue, owing to the great 
undertakings and the profuse and careless expenditures, that the 
Legislature was compelled to establish a system of local assessments. 
By this plan they left local works mainly to the municipalities them- 
selves, the inauguration of the works, as well as their supervision, 
being done through the Quarter rates. (Lord 
Durham's Report, p. 109, edition, 1902). 

‘The construction of leading roads through the wilderness was 


ssions of the magi 





a matter of common concern to the settlers, and they naturally 
looked to the government to aid them in these necessary public 
works. In too many cases their hopes were vain. Prior to the Act 
‘of 1841, which established District Councils, the deficiency of the 
Magistrates’ Quarter Sessions as the means of local self-govern- 
ment often made it necessary for the people to apply to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly direct for every road or bridge they required, or indeed 
for almost any other public work. 

It will be interesting to take up the various colonization roads, 
one after another, giving their history, as nearly as possible, in 
the order of their origin and growth. The first wagon road in the 
county was the Nine Mile Portage, and with this one it will be 











necessary to begin. 


From KeMpesrerpt Bay To WiLLow 
CREEK. 


Tue “Nine-Mite Porrace, 


‘This road, which is now unused and forgotten, was once the 
most important highway in this northern part of the country, It 
connected Kempenfeldt Bay with Willow Creek—a branch of the 
Nottawasaga River—and accordingly formed a connecting link of 
the route from Lake Ontario to Lake Huron, which has been already 





mentioned. 
Just when this road was first opened cannot now be ascertained. 


It dates back as a trail into the eighteenth century or perhaps earlier, 
80] 
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and was a portage over which Indians used to carry their canoes. 
In the Gazetteer of 1799, where a description of Lake Simcoe is given, 
we meet with the first notice of this famous portage: ‘To the west- 
ward is a large deep bay, called Kempenfeldt’s Bay, from the head 
of which is a short carrying-place to the River Nottawasaga.”* 

he southeastern terminus of the portage was near the present 
railway depot in Barrie, but the town itself at that time had no exist- 








ence; its site was a forest wilderness, nor were there any  inhabi- 
tants within several miles of it at the time mentioned. During the 
war of 1812-15, the portage was widened so that wagons could 
cross it, to transport supplies on their way to the government posts 
of the upper lakes. It was about nine miles in length, and hence 
came to be familiarly known as the Nine Mile Portage. 

Sir George Head, in his Forest Scenes, has left us a graphic 
ture of how the Indians used to cross this Portage in 1815. In 








P 
the spring of that year he was temporarily dwelling in a cabin at 
Kempenfeldt, but had resolved to move his quarters to a new log 
house at the head of the bay. So one fine day he set out to walk 
ong the shore through the wood to the latter place, when he saw 
an Indian passing by in his canoe, with his family, bound for the 
portage landing at the head of the bay. The Indian gladly took 
Head on board, and the canoe, paddled by the squaw of course, 
soon reached the head of the bay, where they landed at the place 
connecting with the portage above referred to. We give Head’s 
‘own account of the scene: 









“The Indian and his family were on their route to Lake Huron, 
and they had now eight miles to travel to the Nottawasaga River, 
all which distance it was necessary to carry the canoe. He immedi- 
ately commenced preparations to take it on his back, and for this 
purpose he fixed a broad strip of birch bark to the centre thwart, 
making the ends fast to each opposite gunwale. The thwart then 
rested on his shoulders, and, having placed a piece of bark doubled 
under it to prevent its galling, he contrived to lay the greater part 
of the weight of the canoe on his forehead by means of the strip of 
bark, which at the same time kept all steady. The canoe one 
poised was nearly horizontal, and on he marched, caring little for 








the weight, Before he set off, however, the squaw stuck his gun 
and the fish spear under the thwarts, and then made up her own 
bundle, She carried this, much in the same way, by means of a 
forehead strap; and on the top of it the Desmotes rode upon its 
board, having ‘been first safely tied by the little girl with strips of 
bark, so that it could not possibly fall off. ‘The three children 
brought up the rear, and the whole party soon disappeared.” 
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VAfter the termination of the war, the government built store- 
houses (in or about the year 181g) one at the southeast end of the 
portage, the other at Willow Creek. This was done to shelter the 
supplies transported to the military posts which were still maintained 
at Penetanguishene, Michilimackinac, and other places on the upper 
lakes. 

But besides having been used for military purposes, the Nine 
Mile Portage was the only highway over which traders, settlers, 
and Indians passed for many years, and was therefore vastly impor- 
tant in the life of the district at that time, Amongst distinguished 
persons of the time who crossed it, may be mentioned Sir John 
Franklin, who passed over it in April, 1825, on his second overland 
expedition to the Arctic Sea. In making this portage, Franklin 
and his party were assisted by “Squire Soules” with his ox-team, 
from Big Bay Point, and also by James Johnson of Kempenfeldt. 

Much had to be transported by teams over the portage at all 
seasons of the year, and the settlers of the surrounding district often 
found employment in that way, In consequence of the great amount 
of traffic, quite a little village arose at the northwestern terminus of 
the portage on Willow Creek. 

‘The late Thomas Drury, Sr., was married at this village in its 
palmy days, and the place otherwise manifested the usual signs of 
social life. But times have changed greatly, for there is scarcely a 
trace now left to tell the visitor that a village once existed at the 
place. Many were the tales told by the old settlers of the events 
that happened at this hamlet now numbered with the dead. 

\ The portage continued to be the highway over which supplies 
for the military posts and for the settlers were teamed until the 
Iway was built to Collingwood in 1855. This was its 
, and is entirely forgotten 
thaired persons who were resi- 

















Northern 
death blow; it has passed out of ¢ 
by the public except by those gre} 
dents before it fell into disuse. 

‘A trip across the old portage road is interesting to anyone who 
may desire a fuller knowledge of our county's history, for it can 
still be traced across the country from Barrie to Willow Creek, 





tent 








except in those places where improved farms have blotted it entirely 
out of existence. On one farm in the eighth concession of Vespra, 
there were to be seen great trenches beside it which had been thrown 
up in the time of the war; old spades, chains, and other articles have 
been found here. Farther on it descended a very steep, stony hill; 
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this place is still to be seen. To descend this hill with a heavy load 
was the greatest difliculty to be encountered along the entire portage. 
In the time of the war when cannons had to be teamed across, they 
passed ropes around the trees on the roadside, and thus let the 
heavy loads down with ease. For many years the trees on the hill- 
side showed the marks of the ropes that had worn into them. (This 
method of descending high hills with a heavy load was called “‘track- 
ing” by the settlers). 

On the sandy plains at the foot of this large hill, ruts were cut 
into the ground by the large amount of traffic over the road in olden 
times. Beyond these plains, and at the brink of another high hill, 
the fort or blockhouse itself was built to command the landing on 
Willow Creek, which was within half a mile of the foot of the hill. 
This fort was built in this high position to overlook a wide stretch 
of country; from it danger might be seen at a great distance, and it 
was defensible against attack on one side, at least. 

It was there that the now deserted village arose about the year 
1830, but nothing 
the foundations of a few buildings, covering in all about quarter of 
an acre, There had been three or four acres cleared just around 
ind this laid in a common down nearly to the present time. 


n be seen of the place now, save the outlines of 





the fort, a 
The branch of the Grand Trunk Railway to Penetanguishene runs 
along at the foot of the hill only a few rods from the site of the fort, 
and between it and Willow Creek. Descending the hill to the rail- 
way, and then tracing the road through swamp and beaver-meadow 
over the old cedar corduroy, which after the lapse of more than 
three-quarters of a century is still perfectly sound, one reaches the 
landing itself on the creek—the northwestern terminus of this port- 
From this point easy access was possible by means of batteaux 





age. 
down the creck to the Nottawasaga River, and thence to the waters 


of the Georgian Bay 

In the Rey. Thomas Williams’ pioneer ‘Memories’? (No. 3), he 
gives some account of the “Nine Mile Portage,” over which he 
teamed goods during the season of 1824, and his description of the 
road as it was at that time must be interesting to anyone who desires 
to follow the history of the road and the locality. 


Opentye THE PENETANGUISHENE Roap. 


Governor Simcoe, as already stated, visited the shores 
d that the harbour, called by the 


In 17935 
of Georgian Bay and discovere 
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Indians Penetanguishene, was a most suitable place for shipping. 
He thereupon decided to use this harbour in sending supplies to the 
Government posts up the lakes; but there is no evidence that his 
resolution was immediately carried into effect. One of the schemes 
that he then devised for the opening up of the country seems to have 
had this object in view, for he planned the opening of a colonization 
road to connect Lake Ontario with Georgian Bay. In carrying out 
this plan he put the ‘(Queen's Rangers” to open Yonge Street from 








> York (now Toronto) as far as Holland Landing, which was done in 


1796. From this point the route lay by water to the north side of 
Lake Simcoe. At Kempenfeldt a Government reserve was laid out 
in 1812 by Surveyor Wilmot, as already stated. A road was then 
to be cut from Kempenfeldt to Penetanguishene, through the forest. 
This was proposed in 1813, for we find the following information in 


the second edition of Smyth’s Gasettcer, published in that year, 








which appears to be the earliest reference to the proposed opening 
of the road : 

“The tract of land between Kempenfeldt and Penetanguishene 
Bays has been lately purchased from the Indians, and a road is open- 
ing which will enable the Northwest Company to transport their furs 
from Lake Huron to York, thereby avoiding the circuitous route of 
Lake Erie, and the inconvenience of passing along the American 
frontier." Here, then, in part at Jeast, is the reason for 
between the two bays. John Galt, in his ‘‘Canadas,” (p. 168) states, 
also, that the Northwest Company improved the road. 

Dr, Dunlop had charge of the party sent in Dec., 1814, to open 
the Penetanguishene Road at this time, and he has left an account 
of it in his “Recollections of the War of 1812.” After describing the 
cutting of this road through the forest, he speaks thus of the great 
cost vf the undertaking: ‘The expense of a war surprises John 
Bull, and he only grumbles; were he to enquire into the causes it 
to be hoped he would be shy of so expen: 








's opening 











© an amusement, where 
T would undertake 
to-morrow to cut a better road than we could possibly do, for forty 
pounds a mile (a distance of thirty miles), and make money by it, 
give me timely warning and a proper season of the year; whereas | 
am convinced that £2,500 to £3,000 did not pay for the one we cut.” 

Dr. Dunlop's “Recollections of the War"? first appeared in the 
“Literary Garland” (Montreal) many years ago, and have been 
reprinted in book form (Toronto, 1908) 


after all he does not get his fun for his money. 
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The next time we hear of this road is when Sir George Head 
passed over it Feb. 27, 1815, on his way to undertake the commis- 
sariat duties of the proposed naval establishment at Penetanguishene. 
He says it had been newly cut through the forest and gives a graphic 
account of his experiences, while passing over it, in his ‘Forest 
Scenes and Incidents in the Wilds of North America.” From Head’s 
description of it the inference is unavoidable that it was then i 
primitive condition and thus it appears to have remained for a few 
years longer. 











a 





When the military post at Penetanguishene was removed to the 
Nottawasaga River in 1815, this road from Kempenfeldt was in turn 
abandoned for the Nine Mile Portage leading to Willow Creek. But 
after the post was finally taken to Penetanguishene in 1818, it again 
came into use, and the next year settlers began to locate along it. 


For a few years Lake Simcoe remained the only connecting link 
between the two parts of the great inter-lake highway—that part 
from York (Toronto) to Holland Landing, and that from Kempen- 
feldt to Penetanguishene. This route, involving as it did the use of 
boats in summer for the entire length of Lake Simcoe, was not prac- 
ticable for the transportation of live stock. Numbers of cattle had 
to be driven from the frontier townships to supply the soldiers sta- 
tioned at Penetanguishene with beef. This was effected by collec 





ing them at Roache’s Point; they were then ferried across the 
entrance of Cook's Bay to DeGrassi Point on the opposite shore in 
a scow. At the latter place was a ferry-house, occupied at the time 


we are speaking of by a Frenchman. From this place they were 





driven along an exceedingly winding Indian trail through Innisfil 10 
the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, from where access to their destination 
was obtained by the road opened bit the remaining 
part of the road was opened. 








‘The new settlers in West Gwillimbury at the beginning of 1824 
sent a petition to the Upper Canada Legislature, showing that they 
were separated from the old settled townships (on Yonge Street) by 
an impassable swamp, and were unable, without assistance, to con= 
struct the bridges and causeways neces: 
They asked aid, and the Legislature, on January 24 of that year, 
made int of £150 for the first main road in West Gwillimbury 
(4 Geo. IV., chap. 29). It was on this occasion that Robert Arm- 
strong and his sons built the first corduroy across the Holland Marsh. 





y to cross this barrier. 
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This great colonization road from Ontario to Huron was com- 
pleted in the fall of 1825, when it was extended beyond the settle- 
ments in West Gwillimbury, where it had already been constructed, 
to the head of Kempenfeldt Bay to join the earlier portion thence to 
Penetanguishene. The circumstances connected with its complete 
opening may be briefly recounted in the following way. 

The removal of the military and naval station from Nottawasaga 
to Penetanguishene in 1818, gave the hope of a market at the latter 
place, and settlers soon began to flock to that quarter in preference 
to any other. The soldiers there were paid for their services in 
money, which, accordingly, circulated more plentifully in the sur- 
rounding neighborhood; whereas, in other places, farm produce was 
exchanged for store goods in those days, it being difficult to pro- 
cure cash for an article at any point nearer than York (Toronto). 
On account of this greater abundance of ready cash, the district 
around Penetanguishene was settled prior to Innisfil. The settlers 
had gone by the waterway of Lake Simcoe from Holland Landing to 
Kempenfeldt, and from there by the road which had been opened in 
1814-15; and in order to communicate with the frontier part of the 
province, they were obliged to traverse again the same inconvenient 
route, As the settlement around Penetanguishene continued to 
develop, the inconvenience of transit, partly by land and partly by 
water began to be seriously felt. By the year 1825, Yonge Street 
had been extended in a rude way northward from Holland Landing 
to the Coulson Settlement in the north of West Gwillimbury; but 
that part of Innisfil where the road subsequently ran was an unbroken 
wilderness, with the exception of one settler’s clearing. If this almost 
unbroken forest in Innisfil could be pierced so as to join the two 
other parts of the road already constructed, overland communication 
with the front would then be secured for these Penetanguishene set- 
tlers. 

A movement was accordingly set on foot to have the road made 
through Innisfil; and as the Government of the day took no steps in 
the matter, these settlers around Penetanguishene raised by subscrip- 
tion a sum of money sufficient to do it. John and George Warnica, 
of Innisfil, took the contract for the part from Kempenfeldt Bay to 
the site of Churchill, a distance of eleven miles, receiving for the 
work five dollars per mile (£1 5s.). They also opened the remaining 
part thence to West Gwillimbury, as the contractor, John Cayton, 
was unable to complete his end of the road. This was all done in 
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the fall of 1825. William Richardson and James White, of the Pene- 
tanguishene Road, near Dalston of the present, assisted the Warnica 
brothers to reopen the new road after a severe wind storm had blown 
many trees across it. In early records this road is called ‘Main 
Street,”” and even at the present day it is often known as the Main 
Road. When first made it was very rough and winding, especially 
from where it cuts the twelfth concession line of Innisfil to the head 
of the bay; but it has been straightened in succeeding years, and 
this crooked portion ratified by Act of Parliament. 

John Galt, in his Autobiography, speaks of this road being open 
in 1827, as horses with his baggage came from Holland Landing, 
and met him at the head of Kempenfeldt Bay. ‘‘They had come 
through the forest by a track recently opened, a great convenience 
in summer; in winter the lake is frozen, and travellers pass on the 
ice.’” Thus was opened one of the earliest and most important colo- 
nization roads in Upper Canada. 

‘The condition of this road through the forest can only be under- 
stood by those who have seen a forest road after its opening, and for 








more than twenty years afterward it remained in much the same 
ling was by far the safest mode of travel- 
ling on such a road and at such a period, It was upon lot 16, con. 
3, of Innisfil that Sir John Colborne, Governor of Upper Canada, was 
thrown from his horse in 1830. The original road was zig-zag 
throughout its entire length, keeping, however, in a general way to 
the surveyed lines; at Churchill it made a slight deviation into this, 
farm, and encountered a soft, swampy tract, which was an unwel- 
come place to travellers. Governor Colborne had, upon the occasion 
in question, been on a visit to Penetanguishene, and was accompanied 
by Francis Phelps, of Holland Landing, and a retinue of servants 
and friends, all mounted on horseback. ‘The old veteran of Badajos 
was always reckoned to be a very hard rider, his horse on this 
occasion becoming perhaps more fatigued than usual. When they 
had reached the marshy tract at Churchill on the return trip the horse 
on which Sir John rode plunged, and tossed His Excellency over its 
head into the mud, Considering the softness of the marsh into which 
he tumbled, there could not possibly follow any serious results; but 
the Governor's man-servant, who was riding next behind, rushed 
forward, shouting: “Are you hurt, sir? Are you hurt, sir?”” to 
which enquiries, however, the Governor modestly made no reply, but 
scrambled out of the mire on his hands and knees with amazing 


condition. Horseback ri 
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rapidity. nada besmeared with mud 
from head to foot, beyond recognition, was a sight which afforded a 
good deal of merriment to the neighborhood, and the episode was 
a favorite topic of conversation for many a day. 


To see the Governor of Upper 


‘Tur Coupwarer Roap. 


This was originally a long Indian portage from the Narrows, or 
rather from Lake Couchiching at the point where Orillia town now 
stands, to Coldwater on Matchedash Bay, its length being fourteen 
miles. In 1830, when Sir John Colborne, the Governor of Upper 
cted the Ojibw. 
here, extending along the portage, the original trai 
as a road for vehicles, and it has remained an important highway to 
this day. Northwestwardly from the fourth line (S. Orillia), at the 
Orillia Cemetery, this road now runs through flat ground. But there 
is a conspicuous bar of gravel and sand, or old lake ridge, across 
this valley or channel, only 15 or 20 rods north of the present sur~ 





Canada, coll tribes of the district into a reserve 








was cleared out 





veyed road. This bar carried the original Indian trail, and a similar 
remark applies to the crossing of another channel nearer Bass Lake. 
Elsewhere the present course of the road is almost identical with the 
first trail 


‘The introduction of a steamer on Lake Simcoe soon after the 





eatly added 





Coldwater trail had been converted into a wagon road 
to its utility as a line of travel to the north, the Narrows then becom- 
ing a regular port for calls. And we find many of the noted travel- 
lers of that period who have left accounts of their trips, passing to 
and fro by that route, from Mrs. Jameson, or even before her visit, 
to Lord Elgin, 








‘The main road projected from Whitby past Lake Simcoe to 
Sturgeon Bay in 1843, further enhanced the value of the Coldwater 
Portage, as it could be utilized as a part of this proposed Tine of 
travel. The Orillia Packet of July 30, 1908, gave the minutes of a 
meeting held at Orillia, Feb. 2, 1843, to petition the Governor-Gen- 
eral in favor of the construction of this new road, the documents 
printed in the Packet on the date mentioned having just turned up 
in the Bureau of Archives at Ottawa. One of the moving spirits in 
promoting this road was Elmes Steele, who.was M, P. for Simcoe 
County at the time, and who had been unceasing in his efforts to 
forward the work, 
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It was at this time that the Coldwater Portage was extended as 
a wagon road from Coldwater to Sturgeon Bay. This portion was 
known as the Sturgeon Bay Road, and we read of it being open in 
1844, at least as a rough track. (Minutes of the District Council, p. 
223). 

Prior to 1843, under the directions of the President of the Board 
of Works, Deputy-Surveyor Wm. Hawkins had surveyed the Nar- 
rows and in his report had pronounced the construction of a bridge 
there as quite feasible. Soon after this the Board of Works con- 
structed the first bridge and causew 





ha 








vay across the Narrows. 

While the road from Orillia to Sturgeon Bay was thus completely 
open soon after 1843, the portion from Whitby to Orillia was. still 
under construction in 1847 (February), as we learn from a report by 
Frederick Dallas, written at that time. (Minutes of the District 
Council, p. 361). 











Tue Grovcester Roan. 





This ran from the Penetanguishene Road at Hillsdale of the 
present time, to Gloucester Bay, which was the old name of some 
part of Matchedash Bay. It was opened as a Government Road in 
the winter of 1832-3, and the Gloucester Road became the leading 
highway through Medonte in the early years of its settlement. But 
it is now closed, except for about two miles between Mount St. Louis 
and the Township Hall, Along this part of it many signs of Indians, 
both early and modern, were to be found until recent times; old 
tappings, said to have been made by them, were still visible a few 
years ago on maple trees in one or two places. The trail was near 
the southerly side of the ridge, because here they found the land 
higher and drier in most places. 

The circumstances under which the settlers made the first 
Gloucester Road are recorded in the following despatch of the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands to Wellesley Richie, who was employed 
by the Government at this time in settling the newcomers on their 
lands : 











Commissioner oF Crown Laxps Orrice, 
Nov. 27, 1832. 


Sir,—In consequence of the distress experienced by some of the 
pensioners, the Lieutenant-Governor has represented their condition 
to the Secretary of State, and in the meantime His Excellency author- 























izes you to issue provisions to those actually at work, in proportion 
to their families, and the number of acres of land they clear till the 1st 
day of 

That is, you may make advances at the rate of five dollars per 
acre to those who have cleared or chopped two acres, and so on in 
proportion to the number of acres they may chop from this date, to 
the day above mentioned. 

You will please to make weekly returns of the expense incurred : 
no outlay whatever will be sanctioned beyond this rate. 

Af you think a useful road can be opened through Medonte dur- 
ing the winter to strike the Penetanguishene Road, His Excellency 
authorizes you to employ the settlers at the rate of one shilling and 
sixpence per day, in making a road in that direction. 

Tam, 
Sir, 
Mr. Wettestey Ricuir. (Sga.) Pe 








Roniysoy. 





When the inhabitants of Medonte petitioned in 1845 to have this 
road improved, they complained loudly of the original Indian track 
that had been used as a road, and commonly called ‘The Indian 
Path,” or “Wood Bridge Road.”” It was, they said, ‘‘an illegal, 
serpentine and indirect route, and abounded in hills, swamps and 





rocks, tottering bridges and rotten crossways.”” 


‘THe Suxsipae Roap 


‘The first Sunnidale Road was surveyed by Charles Rankin from 
the Head of Kempenfeldt Bay to the Nottawasaga River, and thence 
through Sunnidale Township to Nottawasaga Bay in 1833, by Wm. 
Hawkins, In the Surveyor-General’s instructions to Mr. Hawki 
dated 30th May of that year, when directing him to survey a town 
plot on the Nottawasaga River, he says :— 

“T have to request of you that you will lose no time in proceeding 
to accomplish this object which will, in connection with Mr. C. Ran- 
kin’s Road from Barrie and that which His Excellency hasbeen 
pleased to direct to be opened through Sunnidale, afford a line of 
communication from Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron where a favorable 
site is also to be selected for the establishment of a town 

“You will place yourself in immediate communication with W. 
Richie, Esq., the agent for settling that part of the country as 
regards this service and that of exploring, marking, &c., the intended 
road to which the enclosed instructions more fully refer, as also with 
Mr. Deput; 




















Surveyor Rankin should you fall in with him.” 
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After the survey of the road, a town plot at each end of it being 
then surveyed also (on Kempenfeldt and Nottawasaga Bays), Alex- 
ander Walker and the Drury Brothers, under contract from the Gov- 
ernment, opened the road in 1833. Like all the other pioneer roads, 
it was a mere wagon track through the forest; for two miles from 
the head of Kempenfeldt Bay it followed the Nine Mile Portage, and 
then pursued a more southerly direction of its own to the Nottawa- 
saga River near Angus of the present time. 

At Nottawasaga Bay the smooth sand beach could then be used 
as a road for wagons for several miles, just as it has been utilized 
for transit in our own day. Westward it led to the settlements on 
the good lands in the Township of Nottawasaga, and eastward into 
the Townships of Flos and Tiny. 





‘Tue First Ripce Roan. 


‘The Ridge Road through Oro Township from the head of Kemp- 
enfeldt Bay as far as Shanty Bay was one of the first in the district 
to be opened for vehicles. It was in use some time before 1833, and 
afforded a means of travel to the Penetanguishene Road which began 
at Kempenfeldt, for the early settlers along the lake shore in Oro. 





Further extension of this road was proposed from time to time 
in the early years. At the General Quarter Sessions for the Home 
District, October 7, 1841, there was submitted the Road Report of 
Horace Keating upon the petition of W. B. McVittie and oth 
“requiring a road to be surveyed and opened on the shore of Lake 
Simcoe, from Lot No. 24 in the jon of Oro, toward the 
Town of Barrie (and) to the Ridge Road.” Mr. Keating’s Report 
was read and “confirmed,” but the road itself was not then built. 











‘A pioneer’s trail went from Shanty Bay toward Gilchrist P. O., 
and at the west half of lot 17, concession 4, it united wi 
branch from Crownhill. ‘The latter came from the Penetanguishene 
Road, at lot 12, and crossed the Crownhill swamp at a narrow part 
(where a Trespass crossroad through lot 18, concession 3, 
its course), before uniting with the former. The early Highland 
Scotch settlers in the northern part of Oro used these trails, or both 
branches of the one, as the Ridge Road was not open eastward much 
beyond Shanty Bay in the early days of settlement. This Gilchrist 
trail might’have been used a little by the early Indians; it evidently 
ed to the east, as the swamps were too extensive to be regularly 





another 


still marks 
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crossed going by this trail toward the northwest corner. 
used within the memory of living p 
land from Barrie to Ori 


It was 
1g over- 








ns, by Indians travel 





Hawkestoxe Pioneers’ TRatL. 


The more important one of the trails from 





ake Simcoe into the 
interior began at the outlet of Hawkestone Creek, and followed up 


the west side of the stream for a considerable distance, not imme- 





diately beside the stream, but along the ridges a short way from it. 
The Indians used it from the earli 
path; then the early settlers used it, about 1832 and later, on their 


t times, and it was also a deer 





way to upper Oro from Hawkestone, where there was a landing- 





place for settlement purposes. Yet, the writer has been informed that 
it was never widened into a wagon road, but was only a path, 
although in some places 
crosses Hawkestone Creek, and in the neigborhood of Mitchell 
Square reappears along the east side of the creek, or at least a branch 


of the same pioneers’ trail. 





was wide enough for an ox-team. It 


Tur Cextre Roan or Hurowtario Street 


The foregoing list of the earliest colonization roads in the 
county, except where the Penetanguishene Road left Holland Land- 
ing and a branch of it from Bradford went to Bond Head, all ran from 
Lake Simcoe to the northward. But there was an exception to this 
rule in the case of the Centre Road through Mono and Mulmur, 
having for its destination Nottawasaga Bay. 

In Etobicoke Township a branch of Dundas Street passed north- 
ward to Adjala and Tecumseth. Another, a little further on, passed 
in a northwesterly direction through Mono Mills, aiming for Notta- 
wasaga Bay. These were travelled roads from the frontier townships 
carly in the thirties, and about the same time or a little later one 
also passed to Orangeville of the present day, 

There was a survey for a leading road through these townships 
in 1837, so it belongs to the 
some of the northerly portions of this road were opened under the 
direction of the Simcoe District Council as late as 1848-9, it will 
come more properly in the next chapter. 





rliest highways of the pioneers. But 




































Chapter X. 


THE ROADS UNDER THE DISTRICT COUNCIL, (1843-9). 


In the very first year of its existence (1843) the District Council 
of Simcoe addressed the Legislature, representing that the ordinary 
means at their disposal were not sufficient to make and keep in repair 
the roads and bridges throughout the District, (with the management 
of which they had been charged by the new Municipal Act of that 
time), and also representing that the people of the District were 
unable to bear further taxes. They sought relief, therefore, and 
requested that the revenue from shops, taverns and still licenses, 
fees on marriage licenses, and fines and penalties, be relinquished 10 
them. 

At the February meeting of the District Council, 1844, on motion 
of Wm. Armson, of West Gwillimbury, who was frequently the pro- 
moter of progressive measures, the Council divided the District into 
eight divisions for the purpose of appointing a Road Surveyor in 
each. It will be of some interest to give the names of the men who 
were appointed on this occasion, and who corresponded, in some 
degree, to our pathmasters of the present day, of whom they were 
the forerunners. 





Divisions For RestpeNr Roa SuRvevors. 





(February, 1844). 





1. W Gwillimbury & Innisfil Isaac B. Rogers. 
2. Tecumseth, Adjala & Mono. Wm. Brawley. 
3. Essa, Tosorontio & Mulmur. George Ruthven. 
4. Nottawasaga & Sunnidale Joseph Bowerman 
5. Vespra and Flos Wm. Gibbard. 
6. Oro and South Orillia Jas. Tudhope. 
7. Medonte and North Orillia Thomas Craig. 
8. Tiny, Tay and Matchedash Wm. B. Hamilton. 


It will be more convenient to take up the transactions of this 
period under the head of each road, as in the last chapter. 
[95] 
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE PENETANGUISHENE RoaD. 





The Canadian Parliament had granted, on Sept. 18, 1841, the 
large sum of 





£30,000 sterling, to improve and complete the ‘main 
northern road,” and improve parts of it to Penetanguishene, and 
also on the Coldwater Portage. The District Council complained 
in February, 1844, that nothing had been done, and that from 
Barrie to Holland Landing the road was “impassable for wheel car- 











riages;"” accordingly, they sent an address to the Governor-General, 
Sir Char! 





Metcalfe, on the subject. 

Again, in May of the same year, another Address to the Gover- 
nor-General from the District Council mentioned the £30,000 for- 
merly granted for the main road, but none had yet been expended 
in the District. They pled that they had a debt of nearly £8,000, 
and that the resident inhabitants were taxed nearly 4d. in the £. 





At the same meeting, John Coulson and others residing in West 
limbury petitioned the District Council to order the surveying 
of the Penetanguishene Road through that township, in order to 
straighten the jogs. The Council abruptly reminded the petitioners 
that they had their remedy by employing 2 surveyor themselves and 
reporting to the Council. The transact 
increase the agitation then in progress for the improvement of the 
road. 








mn, however, tended to 


When the Hon, W. B. Robinson for the second time became the 
member of Parliament for Simcoe, the District Council renewed its 
appeal (Nov., 1844), this time to him, to expedite the improvement 
of the main road from Penetanguishene to Holland Landing. But 
the financial condition of the united provinces was not very flourish- 
ing just at the time, so nothing could be done. In 1845, however, 
we find the Turnpike road from Bradford to Holland Landing v 
ander a Parliamentary trust, 

A protest of unusual strength, even for those days, went from 
the District Council on this subject in 1846. And when the Hon, W. 
B. Robinson became Commissioner of Public Works in the Draper 
ministry the improvements so long desired were begun. The road 
was straightened and widened, and for a few miles from Allandale 
southward it was turnpiked, in 1847. This gave employment to a 
considerable number of men, as the work was all done by hand, there 
being no improved road machinery in those days. Many of those 
employed at the work were Irish emigrants. It was at this time also 














William Armson, West Gwillimbury, Warden, 1845-52 
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that the road from Craighurst northward was made directly across 
Craig's Swamp, a deviation having hitherto existed at this place. Still 
farther north, above Orr Lake, Rowley’s Hill was cut down and 
improved. In this work the contractor (Morrison, of Craighurst) 
employed a wooden railway and rail truck wagons, which ran down 
of themselves when loaded, being in charge of a brakesman, while 
horses drew the empty cars back to the cutting. 








The money gra 





ted for this work came to an end Tong before the 
road was completely improved, and when there was no more money 
the work ceased, especially after an election which came off that 
year, the expenditure on public works in those days being very sim 





lar to what it is in our own times, so far at any rate as ele: 
concerned. 

So far as the District Council was concerned, the end had not 
come, for they petitioned the Legislature in February, 1848, for a 
further grant of money for the completion of the Penetanguishene 
Road under the management vf the Board of Works. But it does 
not appear that any further grant was made, the Baldwin ministry 
taking the place of the Draper ministry soon afterward. 








Extension or tHE Ripce Roap. 


This is now the main highway from Barrie to Orillia, It was 
surveyed by Henry Creswicke, Sr., and opened as a public road along 
the lake ridge, in 1848, eastward from Shanty Bay, the westerly part 
having been opened before. It appears to have been an Indian trail, 





originally, as there are a few Indian village sites along the ridge, and 
no swamps to cut off the travelling. ‘The ridge is almost continuous 
for a long way, and there are no streams flowing into Kempei 
feldt Bay from the north, but a few small ones begin to make their 
appearance as soon as the lake itself is reached, near Oro Station. 
Sir George Head (‘*Forest Scenes”) mentions the ridge running into 
Oro from the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, which he had found pas: 
able as a trail in 1815. But the writer has not met with any other 
tradition of it. 








James Adam, the representative from Oro to the Home District 
h held its sittings in Toronto, had urged, as early as 
February, 1842, a survey of a road leading from Barrie to Orillia, 
and had been promised that as soon as the funds of the District 
should warrant the Council to incur the expense of surveying impor- 


Council whi 
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tant lines of road, this should be one of the first undertaken. At the 
end of that year Simcoe became a district by itself, and the question 
took a different turn. 

In the pioneer days there were three Crossroads travelled 
through Oro Township, viz., the Upper, Middle and Lower Cross- 
roads. In the end it came about that the Upper and Middle roads 
were both opened before the Lower, or Ridge Road. About Decem- 
ber, 1846, Mr. Gzowski of the Board of Works (afterward Sir C. S. 
Gzowski), while at work on the Whitby and Sturgeon Bay Road 
across the Narrows, had examined different lines for a direct road 
between Barrie and Ori 
early i 





‘a with the view to the construction of one 





the following spring. 

Following Mr. Gzowski’s preliminary inspection for the road, 
Frederick Dallas, the representative from Orillia in the District 
Council, brought up the subject at the February session, 1847, and 
the Coun 





| petitioned the Legislative Assembly for an appropria- 
tion for one. It appears from the statements of the Hon, W. B. 
Robinson, quoted in the Barrie Magnet of Aug. 20., 1847, that he 
had £500 in the estimates presented to the Legislature that sea- 
son, but could not get it through the House, as there were many 
districts that got nothing at all, He was promised it, however, 
the next session. With this beginning, the Ridge Road was finally 
opened in 1848, as above stated, the resident road surveyor, James 
Tudhope, having t 











ken a part in its survey, as well as Henry 





Creswicke, the District Surveyor. 


Tue Mippte Cxossroan. (Ono axp S. Orittta) 


Early in 1843, or perhaps in the preceding autumn, Neil Mc- 
Lean surveyed the Middle Crossroad or Centre Road through Oro, 
following along, and in some places, near to, the road allowance 
between lots 15 and 16. The survey, diagram and petition for the 
establishment of the road came before the District Council in 
February of that year, and the Council considered the road as of 
great importance and “manifest public utility,’’ but in consequence 
of the obscurity of the surveyor's diagram, (so it is alleged in the 
Minutes, p. 391), they took no action, Again, on May 9, (at the 
second sitting), another report and survey from the same surveyor 
adopted; and in August they passed 
a By-Law to establish the road. Along the route followed by this 








came before them, which they 
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road there had been an Indian trail through the forest, leading 
from Crownhill of the present time to Orillia, and the establish 
ment of the new road here shows again the necessity the pioneers 
were under to select for their forest roads the same kind of courses 
which the Indians had selected, neither of them having the means 
of rujing roads straight through the woods, over swamps, hills 
and other obstructions, as we do to-day. 











In the following year (1844) the Council made a continuation 
of the road from Oro to Orillia town (then a village). In May, 
James Tudhope exhibited a diagram to the Council, showing the 
survey of a road through part of South Orillia, beginning from lot 
13, con. 1, where it connected with the middle Crossroad of Oro, 
and leading to lot 10, con. 3 of S. Orillia. The Council thereupon 
confirmed it and passed a By-Law to establish the road. 








Tue Uri 





i Crossroap, (ORO AND S. ORILLIA), 


When Donald Cameron and fourteen others of Oro petitioned 
the District Council in February, 1844, to be allowed to employ 
a surveyor for laying out the crossroad between lots 10 and 11 in 
that township, the Council could see no objections to the petitioners 
doing so, and the surveyor reporting on the same. At this session 
James Tudhope was appointed as road surveyor, and it fell to his 
lot to lay out the course of the new main road, which was now 
opened from the Penetanguishene Road at White's Corners (now 
Dalston) throughout the township. It acquired great importance 
ame the stage road of the Barrie and 
Orillia route before the railway. In the following year (1845) it 
was extended across part of South Orillia to join the Coldwater 
Road, and from this time onward it became known to most per- 
sons as the Orillia Road. This followed the arrangements made 
in May of that year in accordance with the survey of James Tud- 
hope, when the by-law was passed by the District Council to 
establish the road across the first three and a half concessions of 
South Orillia, at Lot 10, 





a few years later, as it b 








Two years later, owing to the numerous hills on the road 
allowance in Oro, between lots 10 and 11, concessions 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10, the District Council had to establish the deviation at this 
place and passed a by-law for the purpose (February, 1847). 
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Two other roads in the north part of Oro were also in evi- 
dence about this time, and are worthy of note here, as they were 
necessary highways for the pioneers of that settlement and were 
to some extent auxiliary to the Upper Crossroad. The first was 
a new road across the easterly six concessions of Oro, south of 
Bass La Jaw in Nov., 1844, 
establishing it. The lake and other physical obstructions prevented 
the opening of the road allowance in the proper place along the 
lot § sideroad, so it had to pass approximately between lots 6 





ke, The District Council pased a by: 





and 7, and to this day the new road then opened is the travelled 
road. 

The other was a trespass road between lots 7 and 8, con. 3, 
Oro, which had been in uninterrupted use since about 1837. This was 
closed in 1846, and the regular crossroad between lots 5 and 6 
opened. 


InproveMENT oF THE GLoucesTeR Roap. 


The old Gloucester Road through Medonte, connecting the 
Penetanguishene Road (at Hillsdale) with the Sturgeon Bay Road 
near Coldwater, was most unsatisfactory and there was much out- 
‘cry against it, its condition in 1844 having been already mentioned 
in the last chapter. In August of that year Capt. Elmes Steele 
and 113 others of Medonte petitioned the District Council to order 
the survey of a road instead of the one then existing, at least in 





some portions of it. The Council politely gave the same unswer 
as they did to other petitioners for roads about this time, viz., that 
the petitioners have their remedy by requesting a regular surveyor 
of highways to make the survey, and then apply to the Council to 
confirm the road. 





During the next month (September), “‘at very considerable 
cost and trouble,” several of the inhabitants employed a survey 
(Neil McLean) to ascertain the practicability of a new route by a 
safe and direct course. A few months before this (viz., in Febru- 
ary) the Council had appointed Thomas Craig as Road Surveyor of 
the division in which Medonte was placed, and the reason for the 
employment of another surveyor is not stated in the printed pro- 
ceedings of the Council. 





Again, in February, 1845, Alex. Dunlop and ros other inhabi- 
tants of Medonte and neighboring townships petitioned the Council 
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to establish a new road. The Council granted their petition, but 
so rigid was their due regard to economy it was only granted on 
condition that the petitioners should pay all legal expenses incur- 
red in establishing the new line of road. Jas. Burnfield and eleven 
others had duly required Thos. Craig, the surveyor of highways 
for Medonte, to examine and report upon the new line of road sur- 
veyed by Neil McLean, Deputy Provincial Surveyor. Mr. Crai 
did so, and gave in a report on the proposed road, in which he 
describes its course (Minutes, p. 207). He found this line generally 
level and dry ground, where a road might be made at light expense; 
and thereupon the new road was made. 








Tue Owex Souxp Man. Roan. 





In May, 1846, the District Council passed a by-law to estab- 
lish a road across the country, from Nottawasaga through the 
Townships of Osprey, Collingwood, Euphrasia and St. Vincent, 
these four townships being then within the Simcoe District. David 
Seaman, of St. Vincent, was the surveyor of this route, the details 
of which are given in the by-law itself. It passed out of Notta- 
wasaga at lot 25, con. 12 of that township, due west from Bow- 
more (now Duntroon), crossed the northeast corner of Osprey 
entered Collingwood township in the sth concession, and pursued 
a northwesterly course to Meaford. The portion from Meaford to 
Owen Sound was opened about the same time, and the part through 
Nottawasaga to Lake Simcoe had been opened a few years before. 























It soon became an important highway for the pioneers, and 
had a variety of names in proportion to its importance; thus it 
was called the Mail Road, the Mountain Road, the Barrie and 
Owen Sound Road. Although it was a mail road and had been 
established by the District Council, it was wretchedly bad and 
almost impassable at certain seasons. John Hunter, the Mail Con- 
tractor between Barrie and Owen Sound, petitioned the Council, 
in February, 1849, for a sum of money to repair it; it must have 
been in very bad condition when he would rise to complain. In 
the following year it was no better, and from that time until the 
end of its career, it was a chronic source of complaint. The con- 
struction of the railway to Collingwood town in 1854 put it out of 
business for the most part, as the railway has also done to so many 
other pioneers roads. 























A HIS 





‘ORY OF SIMCOE COUN’ 
Tue Cextre Roap, or Huronraxio StREET. 


When Joseph F. Bowerman and others living in the south 
parts of Nottawasaga Township petitioned the District Council, in 
October, 1847, to establish the line of road between the 8th and 
‘oth concessions of that township, along the route which afterward 
became the important highway known as the Centre Road or 
Hurontario Street, this leading thoroughfare was either not opened 
for a long distance south into Mulmur, and north to Glenhuron, or 
was in a very crude and primitive condition, The petitioners sent 
a diagram with their petition showing the route, with the devia- 
tions around the hills which they proposed, and Mr. McGlashan, 
one of the representatives from the township, reported a grant of 
£1,000 by the Board of Works, for road purposes in Nottawasaga. 
But as the required notice in such cases had not been given, the 
Council laid the matter over until the next. session. 





At the same session of the District Council (October, 1847) 
Daniel Markle and other residents of Mulmur petitioned for the 
opening of Hurontario Street in that township. It was open at 
the south end of Mulmur for four miles (10 lots), and the petition- 
ers asked to have it completed to lot 32, i.e. to the base line of 
Nottawasaga. But they met with the same red tape as their 
neighbors in Nottawasaga had done. They were politely informed 
that they possessed ‘‘all the requisite power within themselves, 
and were told to request a District Road Surveyor to examine, 
survey and report to the Council at some of its future sittings," 
taking care to give three months’ notice of their intended appli- 





cation to the Council in some conspicuous places in their own 
neighborhood and in the Barrie Magnet newspaper. 


Undaunted by the red tape, the pioneers, both north and south 
of Lavender, set to work, and Archibald McNabb's report on the 
road through Mulmur and Nottawasaga came before the Council 
on after this, viz., in February, 1848. Mr. 





at its very first ses 
McNabb was then a District Road Surveyor, and Hurontario Street 
appears to have been in his division, But some further delay arose 
over at least part of the route, and it was not until October, 1849, 
that the District Council finally passed a by-law establishing 
Hurontario Street through Mulmur, thus making the last link 


between lake and lake, It was completely open from Orangeville 
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to Nottawasaga Bay in 1850, when W. H. Smith wrote his book 
‘on Canada, (Vol. I., p. 280). 

In the thirties, Hurontario Street had been opened from 
Bowmore (now Duntroon) as far north, or nearly so, as Nottawa, 
where, soon afterward, mills were erected on the excellent mill 





stream known as Pretty River. From Nottawa, an early road 
passed to the “Old Village”” near the mouth of Pretty River, at 
which point mills were also established. The extension of Huron- 
tario Street ina straight line northward from Nottawa into Colling- 
wood town took place about the time of the building of the rail- 
way in 185. 

‘The Lake Shore Road from Nottawasaga through Collingwood 
Township was opened early in the forties, a grant of £50 from the 
District Council being recorded in February, 1846, for its improve- 





ment, 


‘Tue Mixesinc Roap (‘Lount’s Roan”). 


At an early date an agitation began for the opening of another 
wagon road from Lake Simcoe to Lake Huron, but the project 
seems to have failed to materialize at the outset. The Nine Mile 
Portage was indeed in existence, but did not afford communication 
except to the Willow Creek, which was inadequate to meet the wants 
of the rapidly growing settlements. A shorter route was also 
desired than the Sunnidale Road, whose destination was too far 
west. At the meeting of the Council for the United Townships of 
Vespra, Flos, Sunnidale and Barrie, held on January 2nd, 1843, 
the following resolution was adopted, bearing upon this subject : 

“That it appears to this meeting of paramount importance to 











open the lines of communication between Lakes Simcoe and Huron, 
and that a committee be appointed to consist of the followi 





gentlemen to suggest and report to the Municipal Council their 
views on the subject, and the following gentlemen were elected, 
with power to add to their number: Francis Hewson, chairman; 
Robt. Ross, Chas. Partridge, Jonathan Lane, John MeWhat.”” 
Nothing appears to have been done in the matter beyond keeping 
up the agitation until 1847, when, in July of that year, Henry 
Creswidke, the District Surveyor, accompanied by George Lount 
and several other gentlemen who had decided to make a survey at 
their own expense, explored a line through the unsettled parts of 
Vespra and-Flos to the mouth of the Nottawasaga River. Mr. 
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¥. 





Lount and others petitioned the District Council at its session in 





October of the same year to establish the line of road which they 
had surveyed; they submitted a plan of its course, and the Council 
fat the same session passed a by-law to establish it, the details of its 
course being given in the by elf. 

At this time the new road was opened as far as the village of 
Minesing -of the present day, but not beyond, and for many years 
afterward was known ~s “Lount’s Road.” ‘The construction of 














the Northern Railwe ‘hin the next few years set aside the ques- 
tion of constructing om Minesing onward to the mouth of the 


‘Tue Muskoka Roan. 


From the abundance of Indian relics and village sites of the 
aborigines along the high ground in South Orillia, and thence 
along “The Ridge” in North Orillia as far as the ninth concession 
of the latter and beyond it, it is evident that an Indian trail fol- 
lowed the ridge parallel with Lake Couchiching, but inland some 
distance from the lake shore. The writer has frequently pointed 
out that the ridges, which were wooded with hardwood chiefly 
invariably had Indian trails along them. The low, flat land con- 
taining swamps or thickets were less penctrable for walkers, and 
the present instance is no exception to the rule. F 








rom Orillia town, 
to Washago, the Muskoka Road, opened partly in 1847, along the 





eastern flanks of the ridges, and also parallel with Lake Couchi- 
ching, is the modern repre: 


present road, however, runs perhaps a little nearer the lake 


entative of the old forest trail. The 





than did the old trail itself, yet the two followed the same course 
This trail was in use down to the time when the wagon road was 
established. Early settlers testify to the existence of the trail here 
within their remembr 
the Severn River, crossing the Muskoka Road or trail to Washago. 

In October, 1847, the District Council of Simcoe passed a by- 
law to establish a road in North and South O: parallel with 
the edge of Lake Couchiching from the town of Orillia northeast- 





and there were also Indian portages to 











ward. This was the forerunner of the present Muskoka Road. 
The by 
Orillia, and at a little later time it was extended to Washago. Wm. 
Lloyd and others in Orillia Township had petitioned the District 
Council in the preceding February for this road, and the Council 





aw described its course as far as lot No. 4, con. g of North 
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had laid the matter over till the October meeting, in order that 
the notice required, previous to the establishment of any road, might 
be given. 


Tue Essa Roan. 


Late in the autumn of 1849, the New Essa Road was made by 
government grant, The Old Essa Road, superseded at this time, 
had been opened at a very early date. From Allandale, which it 
entered over Burton's Hill, to the ninth concession line of Innisfil, 
the old highway had passed through what was called the “Seven 
Mile Bush," there being, as late as 1849, only one settler alon; 
this dreary seven miles of road, viz., at the cleventh line. But the 
inhabitants of the older settled parts of the District near Cookstown 
had used it as their only road to the county town from an early 














date, 

As time went on, the settlers of Essa had been constructing 
their roads, which were tributary to this main line of travel. Thus 
we find that in October, 1847, alter much discussion, the District 
Council aided in a way that seems strange to us at the present day, 
the completion of a bridge over the Nottawasaga River in Essa, at 
lot 5. Thomas Drury and forty others had petitioned the Council 
that the sum of £15 (for the purpose of perfecting the approach to 
the bridge over the river) should be levied and collected from the 
inhabitants of Tosorontio and Essa, on the western side of the river, 
and the Council, at the time mentioned, passed a by-law to levy the 
tax upon the inhabitants, according to their wishes 








Oruer Mixor Hichwavs or Turs Periop. 





The District Council in 1843 established a road through Vespra 
from Oliver's grist mill, which became Mr. Boys’ mill about this 
time, (now Midhurst), to the 
line, the surveyor of the road being Miles Kenny. It was at this 
time also that a deviation of the Sunnidale Road itself was made 
for a few miles near the place where Mr. Kenny's road joined 
is was done to avoid some hills on the Old Sunnidale 


unnidale Road at or near the seventh 








with it, TI 
Road, which thereupon ceased to be used. 

The Council also established in the same year a bush road 
from the third lot in the north part of Vespra, toward the sa 
mill, by the same surveyor, 
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The Hon. W. B, Robinson received a grant in the Legislature ae 
in 1847 to repair the Nottawasaga bridges, and he suggested that the 
part of it should be applied in reducing or avoiding some of the bad tow 
hills on the town line between Mono and Adjala, where they were 
much in want of a road. By this year this town line was thickly exis 
settled, but the road was so hilly (there being 24 hills in 1 miles) inte 

atv 


that the settlers could not take out a full load. Their usual practice 
was to take out half a load to Mono Mills and then return home be b 
for the other half. (See Mr. Robinson’s letter quoted by Wm. 
Gibbard in the Barrie Magnet, Aug. 20, 1847)- 
In Tecumseth, a deviation road was opened across concession 
7, through lot 8, in 1848, Wm. Gibbard being the surveyor. This 
pioneer road was stopped in 1866, after it had ceased to be of 
use to the settlers. 
The Council, in Oct., 1846, passed a by-law to establish a road 
in Innisfil from Painswick to the edge of the Bay at Tollendal, 
bard. But there was some delay in its 





the surveyor being Wm. G 
construction, and the same residents again petitioned, in Feb 
1848, for its establishment in a direct course. There was a re-su 
vey, and the Council passed another by-law for the purpose. 











‘A deviation of the Oro-Medonte town line had to be made in 
1849 on account of hills, and the survey was made by Henry Cres- 


wicke, the District Surveyor. 


Tue Witp Laxp Tax Given To Roaps. 


‘The finances of the District Council being in a flourishing 
state, in February, 1848, after some years of practising the most 
rigid economy, as shown by the Treasurer’s balance sheet, the Council 
resolved to lay out the one-penny-per-acre tax assessed on the 
absentee wild lands, for the improvement of roads and bridges, to 
be expended in the respective townships where raised. A half-penny 
tax had been appropriated in the same way the preceding 
(1847). 

‘The main deviation roads described in this chapter were those 
undertaken by the old District Council before 1850, some details 
of the roads in later years being reserved for another chapter. Its 
successor, the County Council, from 1850 onward, had its work 
confined to town lines and other special undertakings. From the 
year just mentioned, the township Councils received power to con- 
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struct and keep in repair all their own internal roads, and it is not 
the writer’s intention in this work to pursue the details into each 


township. 
The accompanying map shows the main colonization roads 
existing in 1849, when the townships assumed control of all the 


internal roads, the end of this year being a convenient dividing line 
at which the state of progress of these necessary public works may 
be best shown. 
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Chapter XI. 


THE COMMON ROADS AND BRID\ 





S OF LATER YEARS 


When the Municipal Act of 1849 came into force in January, 
1850, the township co\ 





ncils took charge of the internal roads and 
the Distri 





Council, whose name now became the County Counci 
ined only the charge of the townlines. For this purpose the town- 
ils were to receive the Wild Land tax, an arrangement 
which, in a slightly differ 
yeai 









ship co 








‘nt form, had been adopted two or three 
earlier in this coun| 





, 4S we saw at the close of the last chap- 
ter. This timely provision, of means whereby the townships could 
vided in the new Act from 
nished by the Simeoe District. In the chapter on 


improve their roads had probably been pi 








the example fur 
Land Grants we found how the Council, in 1847, had gone thoroughly 
into the question of a wild iand tex, and the thoroughgoing report 
of the Finance Committee, signed by Frederick Dallas, mentions 
particularly 

levying the tax. It was in reality a pioneer effort in the direction of 
a Single Tax, the movement for which has belonged to much more 
recent tim 


w for 





the improvement of the roads as the object in v 














The County Council having been relieved of the charge of the 
common roads, except the townlines, now had time to turn their 
attention to the construction of railways, which, soon after this time, 
began to be built in the county. To a certain extent the common 
roads then receded into the background, in comparison with the fore- 
most position they had occupied up to this 
place to the railways, But in the 5 of bicycles, automo- 
biles and light-running buggies, the common roads have resumed in 
some degree the important place that was for a long time usurped 
lost sight of 





, giving the front 
resent da 

















by the railways, although our county legislat 
the urgent need for good leading roads. 

On the coming into force of the Municipal Act of 1849, the 
County Council passed a by-law on Feb. 2, 1830, dealing with the 
subject of townline roads. For some reason they did not deem it 
expedient to assume any of the townlines as county roads, but in 
order to give proper care to such Tines, they passed the by-law men 
tioned so as to place the superintendence of townlines under the 
fete 
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charge and authority of the reeves of the townships respectively. 
This by-law was amended in the following August by adding the 
deputy-reeves. Both of these measures (by-law and amendment) were 
repealed in May, 1852, and at the same time the Council passed a 
lengthy by-law for the annual appointment of overseers of highways 
whose duties should be to superintend, make and keep in repair, che 
townlines. 

In this way the Council continued to appoint pathmasters for 
the townl 





ies by by-law annually for nine years successively, pre- 
paring a new list of these overseers and a new by-law each year, 
until 1860. In October of that year the Council passed by-law No. 
110, which was an important measure, handing over the immediate 
care of the townlines to the township municipalities themselves. It 
divided each townline into sections, and gave sections alternately 
to the townships between which the road ran. In this way the ordi- 
nary maintenance of the townlines passed out of the County Coun- 
cil’s hands. On the consolidation of the Municipal Act of Upper 
Canada in 1866 (29 & 30 Vict. Chapter 51) township councils were 
fully authorized to open and maintain the townlines by mutual agree- 
ment with each other as to the share to be borne by each. Yet, not- 
withstanding their disposal of the immediate care of the townlines 
to the townships, the County Council has continued, from 1860 to 
the present time, to consider the boundary lines as their special 
charge, and have made grants to improve them whenever necessary. 
It is proposed to review, in this chapter, some of the more important 
special undertakings of the Council in the way of roads and bridges, 
from 1850 to the present day. 





I, ROADS. 
‘Tue West Gwittimeury PLank Roap. 


A project of more than ordinary interest is entitled to some 
notice at this point of our review. The County Council, at its ses- 
sion in August, 1850, purchased from the Government the West 
Gwillimbury Turnpike Trust Road. They had in view the planking 
of it from Holland Landing to Bradford, and thence to Bond Head, 


and they passed a by-law appointing a Board of three commissioners 
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NTY 





to superintend it, and authorizing the issue of county debentures for 
£4,000 to plank, or otherwise improve it. The commissioners 
appointed were Wm. Armson (the Warden), Thos. Maconchy and 
John Carswell. About the year 1840 the Canadian Government had 
begun to grant sums of money for plank roads all over the country, 
kind which 








and these had now become fashionable. This was the 
the commissioners decided to build, although there was much dif- 
ference of opinion at the time as to its merits as a public work. It 
was accordingly undertaken and completed under the auspices of 
Wm. Armson of West Gwillimbury (who was Warden of the county 
from 1847 to 1852, and who was a promoter of progressive measures 
througiout his whole public career), and of his colleague, Thomas 
Maconchy, of the same township. 

The commissioners instructed Henry Creswicke, the County 
Surveyor, to make the nei plans and specifications, 
and to superintend the entire construction of the plank road from 
Bradford to Holland Landing. He accordingly made a survey of it, 
and as the existing road from the bridge to Holland Landing was 
very crooked, he strongly recommended a straight one—a recom- 
mendation which they adopted. They entered into contracts for the 
materials, (as we learn from the council minutes of January, 1851, P: 
14), the average price being £4 9s. per 1,000 feet for three-inch plank 
en we compare it with the prices of to-day. 





ary surv 








—a low price wh 





‘The plank road was finished in October, 1851, and cost £4,782 
2s, rod. They established a toll gate south of the Holland River, 
called Raper’s gate (No. 1) John Raper being the keeper of it, and 
another toll gate at Middleton (No. 2) of which William Collins was 
appointed keeper. There was a scheme afoot at this time for plank- 
ing the road from Bradford northward through West Gwillimbury 
and Innisfil, and onward to Penetanguishene, but the fact of the rail- 
way being under construction or survey by this time altered the case 











The plank road soon became a paying investment for the county. 
The Treasurer pointed out in his report in January, 1855, when 
speaking of the finances of 1854, that the Council had acted with 


foresight and wisdom in purchasing the road from the Government. 





It execeded the most sanguine expectations of its warmest advocat 
In June, 1855, the commissioners had moved the toll gates to or near 


Bradford, the one from Middleton to the bend of the road leading 
to the Bradford Station. 


Henry Creswicke, County 
1843-88. 


[ui9) 





‘or and Engineer, 
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But the financial prosperity of the enterprise did not last long. 
In October, 1857, we find the road began to need repairs, £132 18. 
being spent in this way, and the following January the County Coun- 
cil passed a by-law to appoint commissioners for the road, although 
there was much growing difference of opinion as to what course 
should be pursued. For the year 1857, not only was there nothing 
Paid into the Treasury on account of it, but the Treasurer had to 
pay £250 for repairs, and £34 for compensation to persons who 
had sustained damage by the road. 

In June, 1858, a by-law repealing the one establishing the Plank 
Road passed two readings and disappeared, but at the next 
session, in October, a by-law was put through, with much con- 
tention, repealing it. The County Surveyor was authorized to remove 
all the plank and dispose of it in such quantities as he might think 
Proper, and to have the holes levelled. Thus came to an end this im- 
portant undertaking, which had lasted for seven years, and for a 
short time had been a great boon. 





Leapinc Roaps 10 THE New Ratiway. 





As the jurisdiction of the County Council in regard t 
after 1850 extended only to townlines, they were in a posi 
assist the most necessary roads of this class. In June, 1855, the 
Council granted £1,000 for the improvement of the townline running 
westward from Gilford, and £1,000 for the Penetanguishene Road 
northward from Kempenfeldt Bay, and they raised the sums by 
debentures for £2,000. The by-law itself required the raising of 
41,150 for each road, as the debentures in those days were sold 
below par, It was essential to have good leading roads to the newly 
built railway in addition to the Plank Road to Bond Head, and these 
two roads were deemed to be most necessary. But at a special meet- 
ing in August, these grants were withheld until the advice of the 
County Surveyor could be obtained. His report came in due course, 
and was laid before them at the October session. Subsequently, they 
voted £826 for the Gilford Road, and ,£600 for the Penetanguishene 
Road in addition to their former grants. The new by-law of October, 
1855, had granted £1,000 to the Gilford Road, and £800 to the 
Penetanguishene Road. But the debentures for £1,800 had yielded 
only £1,504 3s. 4d., net, after brokerage and counsel fee. 

The large grants for these two roads in October, 1855, fell short 
of completing them, owing to the increase in the price of labor. 





















































122 4 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


Accordingly, in June, 1857, the Council granted £960 for the Gil- 
ford line and £900 for the Penetanguishene Road, passing a by- 
law to raise the sums by debentures extending over a term of ten 


Various Ot#er Roabs PRoMoreD. 


Among the earliest grants made by the County Council for roads 
was one in October, 1851, for £30 for improving the road leading 
from Creemore Mills in Nottawasaga to Essa and Barrie. Although 
the sum was not large, according to our present standards, the Coun- 
cil had to raise it by debentures, so poor were they in ready cash. 

The Lake Shore Road from Collingwood to Owen Sound (or, 
at least, to Meaford) received its first coat of gravel in 1860. The 
first rough road had been hewn out in 18; 
to run to Collingwood, or perhaps a year or two before this time. 
At the beginning, it ran at least as far as Thornbury, the town site 
of which had been surveyed in 1852 





when the railway began 





‘A deviation of the townline between Tosorontio and Mulmur 
became necessary to avoid certain hills, and a by-law was passed by 


the Council in November, 1866, to establish a road surveyed here by 





Edward Segar, P.L.S., deviating into lots 8 and 9, Mulmur, at the 
Alliston Creek, (or Boyne River) 

In January, 1867 the Muskoka Colonization Road from Washago 
to Gravenhurst having fallen into an extremely bad state of repair, 
the Council memorialized the Government to grant a sum to repair 
it 

The townline of Tecumseth and West Gwillimbury, south of 
Cookstown, opposite concession 14, was not at first on the original 
road allowance. The Council, in October, 1863, recommended West 
Gwillimbury to open it in the proper place, as it was in that township's 
portion of the townline. But it appears the township did not comply 








with the suggestion, and this became a subject of agitation for two 
or three years. Finally, in June, 1868, the Council granted $100 to 
sist in opening and improving this difficult piece of road, and the 





work was done. 

‘A local difficulty in road-building which Essa had to contend with 
was the canyon of the Nottawasaga River, To avoid certain bills 
and ravines near the Nottawasaga River, Essa had established 2 
road between lots 19 and 20 in the sth concession, and partly on lot 
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20, and also on lots 20 and 21 in the 6th concession. The County 
Council, in Oct., 1869, passed a by-law to confirm the Essa by. 
Again, in 1889, Essa Township passed by-laws for similar purposes, 
viz., No. 187, to make divergences from the original allowances 
between lots 25 and 26, con. 4, and No. 192, to avoid the river and 
certain hills, ravines and obstacles on the original allowance between 
concessions 5 and 6, opposite lot 6. The County Council confirmed 
these two by-laws in November, 1889, 

Maurice Gaviller, P.L.S., made a survey for a deviation of the 
townline between Essa and Sunnidale at the Mad River, in 1884. By 
the plan of deviation of the townline at this place, viz., opposite lot 
No. 18, con, 1, Sunnidale, and lot No. 32, con. 1, Essa, a consider- 
able saving to the County was effected, because the erection of a 
large and expensive bridge could be dispensed with 

One of the last townlines to be opened up was that between 
Vespra, Essa and Innisfil, through the flat lands. There had been 
some question at first as to the correct position of the line, two sur- 
veys having been in existence, but after arriving at some settlement 
of the question, the County Council granted $200 toward the opening 
of it, in June, 1887, and the adjoining townships also contributed 
their shares, 

As the demands for grants to roads and bridges continued to 
grow, the County Council, in order to reduce the subject to a general 
rule, passed by-law No. 306, in June 1878, by which all their grants 
should be supplemented from the local municipalities by an equal 
amount. For a number of years the grants were expended in 
accordance with this by-law, which gave place in its turn to the 
County Roads system. 


Lack oF Meaxs To Buitp Roaps. 


Notwithstanding the placing of the burden on the townships 
themselves to build all their own internal roads in 1850 and onward, 
for which they had received the wild land tax, there was no source 
of expenditure with which the County Council had to deal and in 
which they felt their inability to cope with the requirements of the 
settlers, so much as the remaining roads. The Council felt itself 
so poor after aiding the Northern Railway by taking £50,000 stock, 
that but few grants were made to build roads, for a long time. In 
his address to the Council, October, 1856, the Warden, James § 

9 
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son, suggested the raising of £25,000 by loan for gravelling roads 
in the county, but the suggestion was not acted upon. 


The Northern Railway stock, which the Council subscribed 
in 1850 to be paid in twenty years, had scarcely been paid off 
(in 1872) when the greater portion of the County were called upon 
to bonus the Hamilton Railway (in 1873) to the extent of $300,000. 
‘This kept the burden of taxation renewed for twenty years longer, 
making altogether a period of more than forty years during which 
the county was burdened for the benefit of railway building. In the 
meantime, however, the county grew faster than the burden, and 
with the growing means of bearing taxes, greater sums were granted 
to roads and bridges. In June, 1877, we find, for instance, that 
$3,800 was appropriated for the roads of that year, and within a few 
years after this it rose to $5,000 annually. 





In November, 1879, the Simcoe County Council asked the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in Council for aid out of the surplus funds of the 
Province to open up and repair roads and bridges in the county 
But the Ontario Government was slow to take the hint to part with 
its surplus, and it was not until nearly twenty years after the sug- 
gestion from this quarter that the surplus was actually devoted to the 
roads of the Province. When it did come, the Council formulated 
the County Roads System of to-day, which will be mentioned in the 
next paragraph, 


Tie Cousty Roaps System or To-pay. 





The Ontario Government having offered to supplement county 
grants for good roads, to an amount equal to the grants made by 
the counties themselves, the Simcoe County Commissioners in June, 
1902, passed a by-law to accept the Government's offer, and the 
ratepayers of the county ratified it at the elections in the following 
January, It was duly inaugurated, April 1, 1903, as the County 
Roads System. The Government's offer was adopted and County 
Roads established by only two other counties in the Province before 
Simcoe took it up. Extensive improvements have been carried out 
under this system, which it is not our intention to review, as it is 











so recent, 






































James Sanson, Orillia, Warden, 1853-6, 
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IL, BRIDGE 
THe Bripces at THE NaRRows. 


The circumstances attending th 
the Narrows having been mentioned in the last chapter, tne subse- 
quent history of the highway will naturally come within the scope of 
the present one. The first to be built across the channel between the 
two lakes was a swing bridge, and as we saw, it was erected under 
the Board of Works, If the main road from the Narrows to Whitby 
had been completely opened at the outset, it must have been in an 
imperfect condition, as we find that a public meeting was held at 
Windsor (Township of Whitby), on May 10, 1845, to consider the 
subject of constructing a Plank or Railroad, or both, from Windsor 


erection of the first bridge at 








Harbor, in Whitby, to Gloucester Bay, on Georgian Bay, by way of 
the Narrows. The resolutions adopted at this meeting were printed 
in a pamphlet, and in this it is stated that the distance was 75 miles 
from Windsor Harbor to Coldwater or Matchedash Bay, and five 
miles more to Sturgeon Bay 

The state of the bridge not being the best, in 1853, a question 
arose as to which municipal body should undertake repairs. In 13 
and 14 Viet., cap. 15, 16, 17, it was provided that all such works 
abandoned by Government by proclamation should be under the 
Municipal authorities’ control. It does not appear tha 
ment had formally abandoned this work, yet having turned over all 











the Govern- 





roads a 
pal Act of 1849, it was beyond its jurisdiction to repair them. The 
Orillia Council contended that the County Council was in duty bound 
to maintain the construction, while the County Council asserted th 
3 John H. Hagarty, Barris- 
jaw, gave his opinion to the Orillia Council to the effect that the 


iges to the township and county councils by the Munici- 





contrary. On this question, in June, 1 








ter-al 
County Council and not the Orillia Council should maintain and keep 
in rep: ‘on, the County Council 
would not assume any of the Public Works until abandoned by Pro- 
clamation of the Government to the County. While this dispute was 
going on, the bridge was urgently in need of repairs, Notwithstanding 
the fact that the County Council declined to assume the Narrows 
Bridge as a County viaduct, they granted, in January, 1854, the sum 
of £15 in aid of the repairs so urgently needed to the bridge and the 


ir the Narrows Bridge. For some re 
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road; while, again, in June, 1855, they granted £20 toward repairing 
it, and £10 toward the keeper's salary. It was not until May 1, 1859. 
that the Government, by Proclamation, transferred the bridge from 
the control of the Board of Works, to that of the counties of Ontario 
and Simcoe, and the Simcoe County Council, at its session in June, 
assumed their share of the maintenance by passing a By-law. 





In 1856, in consequence of the decay of the northeast pier of the 
bridge, the swing became damaged so much that it would not work, 
and communication between the two sides of the water was cut off 
A scow capable of transporting a team of horses and their load was 
speedily built and was for some time in operation. At the same time, 
a Government steam dredge was employed in deepening the channel. 
Again, in January, 1859, the bridge was replanked, $200 being granted 
out of the funds of this county as its share 

In March, 1860, (which was soon after the formal transfer of the 
bridge to the two counties), the county surveyors of Simcoe and Ontario 
met at the bridge with a view to make repairs. The expense of its 
maintenance and repairs w 





sa considerable item to the municipal 
bodies of those days, and so the advisability of establishing a toll for 
crossing it was under discussion for some years about this time. The 
report of Henry Creswicke, the County Surveyor, on the state of the 
bridge (laid before the Council at its June session, 1860), gave the 
probable cost as $1,640 to put the bridge in a proper state of repair. 
Of this sum, Ontario County granted half, and Simcoe County the 
other half, while each county appointed two commissioners to expend 
the amount. By October, the commissioners had let the contracts for 
the removal of the old bridge, and the erection of a new one, the 
whole cost to be under $1,200 or $440 less than at first estimated. By 
October, 1861, (a year later), the new bridge was progressing and 
would be completed the same fall. 





In June, 1865, John McKay, who had been keeper of the Narrows 
Bridge resigned after several years’ serv 





ce, and the same year Col- 
lingwood Harris was appointed keeper, and remained in the position 
for twenty years, (until 1885). Extensive repairs, amounting to $425 
were again made on the bridge during the winter of 1867-8, one-half 
being paid by each county. 





Another new bridge at the Narrows was completed in January, 
1874, with the approaches. It was a substantial and well finished 
bridge, and was built at a cost to Simcoe County alone of over $3,000. 
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The Town of Orillia having expended about $1,200 on the road 
leading to the Narrows Bridge, prior to June, 1878, the County Coun- 
cil was then asked for a grant of $100 to assist in completing the road, 
and it granted that sum for the purpose. 


In June, 1883, the County Council appointed a committee of three 
to act with a committee appointed by the County of Ontario in re 





ence to rebuilding and repairing the swing of the bridge. James 
Quinn, Reeve of Orillia, was appointed in January, 1884, to continue 
the work in conjunction with the commissiorers of Ontario County in 


the interests of Simeoe County 





It is recorded for November, 1885, that Elizabeth Harris and P. 
Gaudaur applied for the position of caretaker of the bridge, and the 
Council appointed Elizabeth Harris. The swing part of the bridge 
was replanked in 1886 with three-inch pine planks. A gate was also 
erected on the stationary part, as a result of two young men driving 
over the bridge in a furious manner straight into the water when the 
swing was open, drowning the horse and nearly losing’ their lives. 


A swing bridge wears out more rapidly than a stationary one, and 
ig bridge pidly 





it does not surprise us to find another renewal of the bridge necessary 
by June, 1887. J. B. Thompson, Reeve of Orillia, as Commissioner for 
Simcoe County respecting the bridge, reported at that session that 
after consultation with the commissioners for Ontario County, they 
decided that each county should appoint an engineer to examine and 
make some recommendation with regard to the bridge. Mr. Thomp- 
son, from his own personal knowledge, was aware that the timbers 
composing the swing were very much decayed. At this session he was 
appointed commissioner on behalf of Simcoe County, to act in conjune- 
tion with the commissioner of Ontario County to have the bridge put 
in repair and made safe, in accordance with the report of A. G. Robin- 
son, C.E. 

In his report submitted in November, 1887, A. G. Robinson, C.E., 
strongly recommended that the swing should be built of iron. J. B. 





Thompson and Archibald Thomson were appointed commissioners to 
act with the commissioners of Ontario County and find the probable 
cost of such a structure and report in January, 1888. In the mean- 
time, repairs to the extent of $614 for cedar were made up to this time 
fon the approaches. A. G. Robinson, C.E., had, according to the 
instructions of June, made a thorough inspection of the bridge and 
condemned the whole structure, The approaches to the ‘‘swing,”” with 
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new cedar planking (now partly laid) would last for several years. But 
the swing part was bad, and the engineer believed it would be much 
cheaper and more economical in the long run to build an iron bridge. 
The council decided to build the swing of iron providing it did not 
cost more than a third more than a wooden structure, and it was 
accordingly built; and when the County Council met in Orillia in June, 
1888, they made an excursion by Str. Orillia to see the new iron 
swing bridge at the Narrows. It was now complete, and was con- 
sidered creditable to the two counties interested. The commissioner 
for Simcoe County (J. B. Thompson) was given credit for the business- 
like manner in which he had carried the work to completion. The 
accounts to be paid by this county at this session, for the bridge, 
amounted to $1,349.78. This one has lasted down to the present time, 
although considerable sums have been expended from time to time, 
especially on the approaches. 

In June, 1899, the council appointed Thomas M. Harris, caretaker 
of the bridge. In the same month the council also granted $300 for the 
repair of the Atherly Road, the Town of Orillia having expended the 
further sum of $700 on it. 


‘Tue Houtaxp River Bripces at Braprorp. 


In the adjustment of the question of erecting, maintaining and 
keeping in repair the bridge over the Holland River, at Bradford, the 
settlement between the counties of Simcoe and York does not appear to 
have been accomplished without some little friction between them. The 
Simcoe County Council passed a By 
structure, but according to the printed proceedings (October, 1860, p- 
49) the united counties of York and Peel were not inclined to pass any 
w respecting the bridge. So the uncil had 
‘ourse under the provision in the Act, to appointing an arbitrator, 
hos. R. Ferguson, M.P.P., to settle the matter in dispute. The 
two county councils, however, appear to have reached an amicable 





Jaw to assume it as a county 





mcoe County 









settlement before long, or at least an understanding. 

Mr. Durham, a mill owner at Bradford, cut the bridge in two 
pieces in order to run his saw-logs through, in the spring of 1862. 
‘This step created some excitement, and gave umbrage to the councils 
of the day, but as it was a navigable stream, they could do but little 
in the way of insisting on a repara 
bridge, and the circumstance renewed the question of erecting a new 








ion of the damage done to the 











































ROADS AND BRIDGES OF LATER YEARS. 133 


bridge. Some repairs, however, were all that they accomplished at this 
time, 

It was not until January, 1871, that the County Council author- 
ized a new bridge, at a cost not exceeding $1,500, if the County of 
York agreed to the measure. By January, 1872, the contract had been 
let and the bridge was then in course of erection, to be completed by 
April 1. It was completed about the time appointed, the contractor 
‘ being Thos. Maconchy, of Gilford, and his foreman, Mr. Mourne. 

This bridge, which had a length of 420 feet, was covered with a 
six inch cedar floor in 1886, at a cost of $816, or $408 paid by each 
county. The on of a new steel bridge was undertaken in 1908, 
the total cost of which is about $16,000, each county contributing its 





share. 
" NOTTAWASAGA RIVER BRIDGES. 
Brwwces ar tHE Mourn or THe Norrawasaca. 


The first bridge here dates from June, 1872, when $4oo was 
granted for one by the County Council. It was sometimes called the 
Van Vlack Bridge from the name of the storekeeper and postmaster 
at the place. The adjoining townships as was usual in those days 
made grants to aid the work. In January, 1879, Richard W. Councer, 
of Collingwood, asked the council to raise one span of the bridge so 
as to enable tugs to pass under it, and the council granted his request, 
setting apart $75 for the purpose 

Certain ratepayers in November, 1884, petitioned the County / 
Council for the removal of the bridge from the mouth of the river to 
the town line of Flos and Sunnidale, but another 
certain other ratepayers against the removal. The council granted | 
$200 to replank the bridge at this time, and it was allowed to remain | 
1 granted $200 to 





petition came from 





t where it was. Again, in January, 1885, the coun 
put it in proper repair under the superintendence of the deputy-reeves 
of Flos and Sunnidale. 

Further tinkering at it began again in November, 1887, when the 

| deputy-reeve of Flos was requested to examine the bridge, and if he 

found it dangerous, to get it repaired, the cost not to exceed $25. In 

| January, 1888, it was reported to be in a very dangerous condition, so 
| the Warden, Me. Swit 

commissioners to get it put in thorough repair. To build one pier at 

the bridge, the council granted $200 in November, 1889. 














er, and R, Graham, were appointed to act as 
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Finally, in January, 1908, the erection of a new one was proposed. 
The site selected was,a short wa 
Sunnidale town line. An engineer was employ 





further up the river, on the Flos and 
d to prepare plans and 
make estimates. These plans were prepared during the summer, and 
at the November session the contracts were let for the erection of a 
steel bridge with concrete abutments, and with central cement pier, the 








whole cost to be about $13,000. 
Tite Suxstpate Brier (at Lot No. 9). 


The Sunnidale Council, on November 6, 1886, passed a By-law 
(No. 192) to establish “Milne’s Road”” across the south end of lot 





No. 9, con. 14, Sunnidale. It was described by plan and notes of sur- 
W. H. Selby, P.L.S., and the County Council confirmed the 
road in January, 1887. With this beginning, the Sunnidale Council 





undertook the erection of a new bridge on the side road at this place, 
and to assist in building it, the County Council, in June, 1889, granted 
$250. A further grant of $150 was added in November of the same 
year, making a total of $400, the Township of 
like sum of $400 for its erection. 





Sunnidale granting a 


Tae Kirkparrick Bripce, 


The representatives of Sunnidale and Flos, in June, 1886, asked 
for a sum to repair the town line between the two townships and also 
for a grant sufficient to build a bridge over the Nottawasaga River on 
the town line, but the County Council granted only $50 to improve 
the town line. ‘The application was renewed in the following Novem- 
ber, in the shape of 2 petition from Walter Little, and 178 others, ask- 
ing for a bridge across the river near the town line road allowance, 
but the application was laid over until the January session, when $500 
was granted to complete the bridge in accordance with the plans sub- 
mitted at the time of making the application, Again, in June, 1887, 


an additional grant of $roo was made by the County Council to com- 





plete the bridge, which came to be known by the name of the nearest 





settler, as in so many other cases. 
The question of the maintenance of this bridge c 





me up in 1907. 
and litigation arose between the Township of Flos and the County, in 
198. In November of that year, renewals of parts of the bridge were 
needed. The council thereupon undertook the erection of a new wooden 
top for the bridge, the piling of the old bridge being in a good state of 





























ROADS AND BRIDGES OF LATER YE. 





RS. 135 


repair. The contract was finally let in January, 1909, for a bridge of 


nf Georgia pine, with a covering of cedar, the cost to be $1,675. 

Tue Fourtn Live (Ftos) Brice. | 
The Council in November, 1866, granted $400 to aid in the erec~ | 

tion of a bridge across the Nottawasaga River on the fourth line of 

Flos. This bridge or its successor was burned during the great bush 

| fires of August and September, 1881, and a new one built in its place. 
| Tue Evexvate Bripces | 

i In January, 1874, the County Council made a grant of $500 to 

build a bridge across the Nottawasaga at Edenvale, on the town line 

z between Flos and Vespra. The grant was made on condition that 


the adjacent municipalities would make grants and carry out the work 
under the superintendence of their own reeves. It was replanked in 
the summer of 1887, $50 being granted in June toward that work. 
In 1906, the County Council undertook the erection of a new 
structure at this place. While nearly all the other large bridges built 








in this county in recent years have been steel bridges, the one under- 

taken here was the first large cement arch bridge erected by the county 

The contract was let in 1906, and it continued throughout 1907, being | 
completed in 1908, at a cost of $21,000. Some delay and extra cost 
arose from the sinkage of one of the piers. During its construction a 
floating bridge was maintained for the convenience of the travelling 
public at the place, 


t THe McKinnon Brince, 


The Council granted $400 in June, 1876, to assist in the erection 

of a bridge over the Nottawasaga River on the town line between | 
Sunnidale and Vespra, which has been known as the McKinnon Bridge 

from the name of the settler near it. 





In January, 18% 
| $200 to assist in making them. Again in November, 1888, the bridge 
| was covered anew, the Council's grant for which was $75. 


repairs were wanted and the Council granted 


Various Norrawasaca River Brinces m Essa. 


By far the greater number of bridges of the county, and the larger 
part of the expenditure for them, have been in connection with the 
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Nottawasaga River and its branches, but only a few of the more 
important grants can be specified in these pages. The bridge over the 
Nottawasaga on the Old Sunnidale Road, near the town line between 
Essa and Sunnidale, was reported in June, 1861, to be in a dilapidated 
and unsafe condition, The original log bridge at this place had been 
erected, as far as can be ascertained, in 1833, and it was perhaps the 
first bridge over the Nottawasaga at any part of its lower course. 


The unusually severe spring freshets in 1862, swept away several 
bridges, including this one near Angus. Another at Nicolston was 
destroyed at the same time, both crossing the Nottawasaga River. 
The County Council in June, 1862, granted $800 each to replace these. 
It also gave $200 for the Willow Creek Bridge on the Penetanguishene 
Road, and a similar amount to a fourth bridge on the town line of 
Essa and Innisfil. From the October reports, we learn that for the 
four bridges which had been destroyed in the spring, and for which 
$2,000 had been granted in June, the contracts were let and the work 
progressing. 

In June, 1875, another bridge over the Nottawasaga River at 
Nicolston was under construction. The contract had been let for 
$1,400, part of which was borne by the adjoining townships, and part 
by the county. 





To assist in building a new bridge over the Nottawasaga River 
within the Township of Essa, $200 was granted by the County Council 
in June, 1889, 


Norrawasaca RIVER Bripces ar Hocktes. 


At an early date a rough bridge was built over the south branch of 
the Nottawasaga River on the town line between Mono and Adjala, 
in lot 14 of the latter. The Village of Hockley near by has given to 
it the name by which it has been most commonly known. In June, 
1868, the County Council granted $100 to rebuild this bridge, the 
adjoining municipalities also contributing aid. In June, 1873, it was 
reported to be over 300 feet long, (this measurement would include the 
approaches) and so unsafe that the C instructed to 
inspect it. According to the Surveyor’s figures, it was 170 feet long 
and unsafe, so the Council granted $200 toward rebuilding or repairing 
it. The grant was made on condition that the adjacent municipalities 
would make grants and carry out the work under the superintendence 











nty Surveyor was 











ROADS AND BRIDG! 





OF LAY 





YEARS. 137 


of their own reeves. In June, 1887, the Council granted $150 toward 
the renewal of this bridge. 

Various minor grants for repairs and renewals were made from 
time to time, until in January, 1908, a new steel bridge was under- 
taken for this place. The Council appointed two commissioners to 
act with a committee from Dufferin County and make a report at the 
June session. The new structure was built in 1908, of which the whole 
cost was about $2,550, Simcoe County's share being one-half of the 
total. 





‘Various Bripces on Important BRANCHES oF THE Notrawasaca, 


In the month of June, 1876, a freshet took away the bridge over 
Mad River near Glencairn, on the deviation road for the town line of 
Tosorontio and Sunnidale, and a flood at the same time also did consid- 
erable damage to the town line road between Nottawasaga and Mul- 
mur near Lavender. 

‘The Council made grants in 1882 and 1883 amounting to $250 to 
build a bridge over the Mad River near Glencairn, on the dev 
line between Tosorontio and Sunnidale. This was supplemented by a 
further grant of nn of June, 1886, to complete payment 
of the bridge. 

To build a further bridge on the same deviation road over the 
Mad River, $250 was granted in June, 1887. 





ition 








at the sess 


The County Council in October, 1877, granted $1,000 to erect a 
bridge near Alliston on the town Tine between Essa and Tosorontio 
across the Nottawasaga River branch known as the Boyne River, In 
June, 1889, it again voted $150 toward the renewal of the bridge, and 


$55 in November of the same year to complete it 





To construct a bridge on the town line of Tecumseth and Ad 
at lot No. 19 of the latter, across the branch known as Bail 
the Council granted $75 in June, 1887, the adjoining townships grant- 
ing the amounts necessary for its completion. 





y's Creek, 





Brinces Across THe Wve RIVER aT THE “Oxp Fort.” 


In January, 1875, the Council granted $300 to assist in building 
a bridge over the River Wye near the ‘Old Fort”” in Tay Township. 
A Swing Bridge had to be built in consequence of the deepening, by 
the Provincial authorities, of the mouth of the River Wye, which at the 
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bridge was 300 feet wide, and which had been made navigable to Mud 
Lake by the artificial deepening. As a caretaker had to be appointed 
for the Swing Bridge, the County Council, at the January session, 
1878, sent a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council asking 
him to grant Provincial aid to maintain the bridge, under the circum- 





stances. 


As Swing bridges wear out much sooner than stationary ones, the 
Council, in June, 1887, granted $300 to rebuild the bridge, which had 
become dilapidated. On this occasion, the bridge built was not a 
swing bridge. 


Bripces over THe Wye at Wyesrince. 


Various structures from the first opening of the Penetanguishene 

Road in 1814-5 down to 1862 had been thrown over the Wye River 

at this place, to which they had given the name. But the County 

i Council in October, 1862, granted $200 to rebuild the bridge over the 

Wye in a much more substantial manner than had hitherto been the 

case. It was repaired at various times from that date downward, until 

in June, 1887, they granted $100 to build another new bridge, for 

which additional new repairs were required in June, 188g, and received 
grant of $150 in June, 1890 








a grant of $50, with a further 


Tue Brrpces over tHe Nort River, (Tay axp Matcuepasn Tow 
une). 


| In September, 1875, the County Council granted $4oo to aid the 
erection of a bridge over the North River on the town line between 
‘Tay and Matchedash, in addition to $200 they had previously granted. 
er appointed in due course 








1 A swing bridge was erected, and a cari 
of time. But before many years had elapsed, the Councillors took 
occasion to observe in their proceedings (January, 1883, p. 17) that 
the work to be done by the caretaker of this bridge was comparatively 
ii light. It consists in opening a swing which is chiefly used in letting 
down loads of marsh hay in July and August, besides occasional loads 
of lumber and shingles during open water, and the councillors thought 
| this bridge could be raised and made a fixed bridge at a cost of $400 





or $500, thereby saving a caretaker's salary 
A year later (January, 1884), when the Council passed a By-law 


appointing Samuel Abbott caretaker of the bridge, the comn 








jee on 
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bridges again urged upon the Council the wisdom or raising the s 
bridge to such a height as would allow steam tugs and flats (scows, 
flat boats, etc.), laden with hay to pass under it, thus doing away with 
the cost of a caretaker. The committee employed A. G. Robinson, 
C.E., of Orillia, to prepare plans and specifications for raising and 
otherwise improving the swing bridge, with a view to estimate the 
cost of changing it from a swing to a fixed bridge of a sufficient height 
to permit the steam tugs and hay barges to pass under it. By the 
month of June he had estimated the cost of the fixed bridge to be 
$1,295.37, and in view of the fact that the existing bridge would, with 
ordinary repairs, last four or five years more, he expressed the opi 
that it would be injudicious to disturb it at that time. No immediate 








steps were taken at the time to change it, but the plans and specifica- 
tions were carefully filed away for future use 

The reeves of the two municipalities adjoining the bridge were 
appointed commissioners in June, 1887, to examine it and have the 
bridge put in a proper state of repair. They examined it and found 
the swing could not be opened, and the whole structure so badly 
decayed that it required to be rebuilt. ‘They had a new platform built 
under the swing (cost, $36) which could be utilized in the construction 
of a new bridge. They recommended at the November session that it 
be built during the ensuing winter, as the cost would be less than in 
summer. Action was deferred, however, and in January, 1888, it 
was reported that repairs had been put on it for the past three years, 
but it had got so rotten that it was impossible to patch it up any 
longer. Reeves Lawson and Burrows were authorized to get it put 
in proper repair. A new covering was placed on it in 1889. 

The County Council, in March, 1903, erected a new steel bridge 
at this place. As in other cases of erecting steel bridges, the heavy 
grade of metal was used, so that the cover! 
made of cement if deemed advisable. 











x could at any time be 





SEVERN RIVER BRIDG: 





Successive ERECTIONS aT SevERN Bripce. 


The first bridge across the Severn River was built by the Govern- 

ment in 1836-7 on the Colonization Road leading into the Muskoka 

District, and it became at once an important connecting fink. By 

June, 1868, it needed repairs, and the County Council sent a ‘‘me- 
10 
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morial” to the Government asking them to repair it, which was done 
shortly afterward. 

In June, 1883, the old bridge being in a very critical and danger- 
ous condition, the County Council sent another ‘memorial’ to the 
Government asking them to rebuild it. Soon afterward, A. G. Robin- 
son, C.E., of Orillia, made preliminary measurements and examined 
the old bridge; he also drew plans, specifications, etc., and estimated 
the cost of rebuilding it. 

In the meantime, the committee having the matter in charge, had 





seen the Commissioner of Public Works, in consequence of which the 
old bridge was inspected by the Superintendent of Colonization Roads, 
and some temporary repairs made and paid for by the Department. By 
November, 1883, the committee was able to report that the commi- 
sioner offers to pay half the costs of a new bridge if the work be done 
under the Department. The council accepted this offer, and the work 
was commenced soon afterward and compleied in 1884. The county 
records show a payment on February 17th, 1885, of the sum of $1,500 





to the Government, as this county’s share of the cost of the bridge. 

In 1896 the contract was let for a new steel bridge at this place. 
This was the first large steel bridge undertaken by the county, and it 
was a costly attempt, there being three spans to bridge, besides con- 
structing the piers. The total cost was about $7,000, of which the 
Ontario Government paid only $1,500, and the balance was paid by 
this county. Heavy steel was used, to admit of being covered with 
cement at a later time if necessary. 








Waspeut’s Brince AcRoss THE SeVvERN River. 


In January, 1874, the County Council granted $500 for the erec- 
tion of a bridge across the Severn River where the town line between 
Rama and Morrison comes to the river, near Washago. The river 
being the county line between Ontario and Simcoe, the grant was 
made on condition that Ontario County should grant a like sum. In 
October of the same year, Ontario County was urged to take joint 
action for the construction of the bridge, and at a later date the pre~ 
liminary arrangements were completed. 

The bridge was reported in June, 1889, to be in a rotten and 
dangerous condition, and must be rebuilt. The reeve and deputy- 
reeve of Orillia Township were appointed commissioners in behalf of 
Simcoe County to act in conjunction with the reeves of Rama and 
Morrison, representing Ontario County, to employ A. G. Robinson, 

10a 
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C.E., to complete the plans and specifications, and to take tenders for 
the construction. The contract was let to W. P. Christie, and the 
bridge was rebuilt the same season at a cost of $1,300, this cost being 
divided between the counties of Ontario and Simcoe, and Muskoka 
District. 

Finally in 1903, a new steel bridge was erected here, Simcoe’s 





share of the cost being about $3,000. As in the case of all the other 
steel bridges built in recent years, heavy steel was used, so that the 
bridge may be covered at any time with a cement covering if it should 
be deemed advisable. 

To rebuild three bridges on the road between North Orillia and 
Morrison, the County Council granted $150 in November, 1887, the 
bridges having all been burned down by the late fires of the summer. 





BRIDGES OVER THE SEVERN NEAR SPARROW Lake (BENNETT’s BRIDGE). 


The County Council, in January, 188r, granted $600 to aid in 
building a bridge across the Severn at Sparrow Lake, and plans were 
prepared by Engincer Armstrong. In the minutes of the following 
June, (p. 25), we find that the $600 granted in January was applied 
to build a pontoon bridge over the river at this locality for the accom- 
modation of the public. 

Again, in i882, the proposed bridge received grants from the 
County Council (S4oo in January, and $100 in November). The site 
chosen was near the old bridge site, viz., at or near the 3rd and qth 
concession line of Morrison, and opposite lot 18, North Orillia, 
although there was some difference of opinion as to where it should 
be placed. By November, 1883, the new bridge had been completed ; 
it was sometimes known as Bennett's Bridge. And in January, 1884, 
the County Council passed a By-law appointing H. H. Bennett care- 
taker of the new construction. 

In June, 1886, Christie, Kerr & Co. made a proposition to the 
Council to raise the bridge from five to ten feet higher for greater 
convenience in Iumbering and navigation. The Council accepted their 
offer and granted $250 for the work, which was completed in July 
of that year. Again, in 1893, the bridge being in a dangerous con- 
‘ding to the caretaker, a portion of it was rebuilt at a 











cost of $264. 
A new steel bridge was erected here in 1904-5 at a cost of about 
$6,800, of which the Ontario Government paid one-half, and Simcoe 
County the other. 









































Chapter XII. 


| THE OLD STAGE LINES, BEFORE THE RAILWAY DAYS. 


Closely connected with the early roads is the subject of the stage 
i lines, so necessary for public travel before the railways came, 

The most conspicuous figure of the early stage travel between 
Toronto and the Lake Simcoe region, was unquestionably Mr. Charles 
hompson, of Summer Hill. With 





name is associated almost 






erything mentionable in the annals of stage transportation and postal 
service of Yonge Street and the Lake Simcoe waterway, between the 
years 1830 and 1850. Referring to his residence at Summer Hill, on 
Yonge Street, near Toronto, Dr. Scadding speaks (in Toronto of Old, 
p. 424) in the following terms :— 
Summer Hill, seen on the high land far to the right, and com- 
{| manding a noble view of the wide plain below, including Toronto with 
its spires and the lake view along the horizon, was originally built by 
} Mr. Charles Thompson, whose name is associated with the former 





travel and postal service of the whole length of Yonge Street and the 
\ Upper Lakes. In Mr. Thompson's time, however, Summer Hill was 
by no means the extensive and handsome place into which it has 
developed since becoming the property and abode of Mr. Larratt 
{ Smith.” 
‘The early stage line on Yonge Street operated by Mr. Thompson 
is thus described in Walton’s Directory for 1833-4: 








DAILY LINE OF MAIL STAGE 
BeTweex York ap THe Hottaxp Lannie, Lake SiMcor. 


“A stage leaves York every day at 12 o'clock, noon, and arrives 
at Phelps’ Inn, Holland Landing, at 7 o'clock the same evening. A 
' stage leaves Phelps’ Inn every morning at 5 o'clock, and arrives at 
York at 12 o'clock the same day, passing through Newmarket each 


way. The steamboat Colborne leaves the Holland Landing Mondays 
and Thursdays, at 8 o'clock in the morning, passing round Lake Sim- 


Coach office at York, the corner of Front Street and Market 
Street, near the Wharfs.”” 
An amusing passage in Thompson's Reminiscences describes a 
journey by stage down Yonge Street in 1834. On that occasion he 
cz] 
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was making his first business visit to Toronto from his home in the 
forests of Sunnidale township. Having reached Yonge Street on 
foot, after much difficulty, he continued the rest of the way by stage: 





“The day’s journey by way of Yonge Street was easily accom- 
plished by stage—an old-fashioned conveyance enough, swung on 
leather straps, and subject to tremendous jerks from loose stones on 
the rough road, innocent of Macadam, and full of the deepest ruts. A 
fellow-passenger, by way of encouragement, told me how an old man, 
a few weeks before, had been jolted so violently against the roof, as to 
leave marks of his blood there, which, being not uncommon, were left 
unheeded for days. My friend advised me to keep on my hat, which 
Thad laid aside on account of the heat of the day, and I was not slow 
to adopt the suggestion.” 








The steamboat Colborne was built by the half-pay officers of the 
‘Oro shore in 1831, launched in 1832, and sold next year to Charles 
Thompson, who ran it in connection with his Yonge Street stage line. 
When the steamboat Beaver was built in 1844, it was jointly owned by 
Mr. Thompson and Capt. Laughton, and it likewise ran in connection 
with the stage line. W. H. Smith’s Canadian Gazetteer for 1846 
furnishes us with the information relating to the connection maintained 
between these two modes of travel : 

“During the season, the steamboat Beaver leaves the Holland 
Landing for Barrie and Orillia every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
returning on the alternate days; and a stage leaves Holland Landing 
every morning at six o'clock for Toronto.” 

‘The partnership between Messrs, Thompson and Laughton in the 
northern stage line and steamboat service continued to exist down till 
1850, when some misunderstanding arose between them, as a result of 
which Mr. Thompson built the steamboat Morning in opposition to 
the Beaver. On the other hand Capt. Laughton appears to have 
retaliated by establishing another line of stages on Yonge Street, in 
opposition to Mr. Thompson's. These two rival Tines are thus 
anounced in the Directory of 185 











“Northern” Mail and Stage Coaches, etc., from Toronto, for 
Holland Landing.—A stage, in connection with the steamer Morning, 
on Lake Simcoe, leaves the Simcoe Stage Office, Liddell's buildings, 
Church Street, daily (Sundays excepted), at 7 o'clock a.m., and at 3 
o'clock p.m. Another stage, in connection with the steamer Beaver, 
on Lake Simcoe, leaves the Western Hotel, daily, at 7 o'clock a.m.” 








The rivalry between these two lines of northern travel may be 
Presumed to have waxed hot for a time, until the construction of the 
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Northern Railway put an end to both rivals forever. But while it 
lasted, it was warm. The landing place of the Beaver was changed 
+ owner, Captain Laughton, from Holland Landing to Bradford 
appears to have extended his service beyond Lake 








by h 
Bridg 
Simcoe so as to include the steamboat Gore, on Lake Huron. The 
entire line of travel which he controlled was advertised in the Barrie 
Magnet, during the summer of 1850, and the announcement is here 
reproduced as an interesting memento for comparison with the state of 








things nowadays :— 
LAKE SIMCOE AND NORTHERN ROUTE, + 


Peorue’s LiNe BETWEEN TORONTO, HoLtaxp LANDING, BRADFORD, 
BARRIE, ORILTIA, PENETANGUISHENE, OWEN SouND, Mairouuin, 
Wattace Ming, St. Joseri, Bruce Mine, axp Savrr Ste, MARIE. 











Toronto, Holland Landing and Bradford. 


The People’s Line of Stages will leave the office, Toronto, for 
Suolland Landing and Bradford, every morning at half past seven 
o'clock, passing through York Mills, Thornhill, Richmond Hill, Whit- 
church Village, Newmarket, Holland Landing, and arrive at Bradford 
at one o'clock’ p.m., in time for the passengers to go by the Beaver 
to the several ports on Lake Simcoe. 

Bradford and Holland Landing to Toronto.—Stages will leave 
Bradford and Holland Landing for Toronto every afternoon at two 
o'clock, arriving in Toronto at eight o’clock p.m., (Sundays excepted). 


Lake Simcoe 





The Royal Mail Steamer Beaver will leave Barrie for Bradford 
every morning at five o'clock, (Sundays excepted), arriving at 2 o'clock 
pm. On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, via Oro and Orillia; 
fon Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, via Mara, Thorah and Georg- 
ina, weather permitting. Returning, the steamer Beaver will leave the 
Bradford landing for Barrie at three o'clock every afternoon, after the 
arrival of the Toronto stage. 

Goods conveyed from Toronto to Holland Landing and Bradford, 
and vice versa, in spring waggons and at reduced rates. Passengers 
and goods for the steamer Gore, on Lake Huron, are conveyed to Pene~ 
tanguishene or Sturgeon Bay, with punctuality and despatch; and 
from Penetanguishene and Sturgeon Bay to the Beaver. 

















Lake Huron. 


Steamer Gore will leave Sturgeon Bay and Penetanguishene on 
the undermentioned days, (weather permitting) 














OLD STAGE LINES BEFORE RAILWAY DAYS. 145 


For Penetanguishene, Owen Sound, Manitoulin, Wallace Mine, 
St. Joseph, Bruce Mines, and Sault Ste. Marie: May oth and 19th} 
June 6th, 13th, 2oth and 27th; July 4th, sith, 18th and 25th; August 
ist, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 2th; September 7th, 17th and 27th; October 
6th, 17th and 27th; November sth. 

Returning, will leave Sault Ste. Marie for Sturgeon Bay, touch- 
ing at the before mentioned ports on the following days :—May 13th 
and 2and; June roth, 17th and 2gth; July rst, 8th, rsth, 22nd and 
agth; August sth, 12th, roth and 26th; September 2nd, 11th and 26th; 
October ist, rith, 21st apd 3rst; November roth. 


All parcels and luggage at the risk of the owners unless booked 
id for. 














and 
Wriutam Lavcurox. 

Office in Toronto, Western Hotel, Wellington Streets 
May gth, 1850. 





A prominent feature of the days of stage travel was the multitude 
of taverns along the leading roads. Yonge Street was thickly studded 
with them from the very first period of its settlement, no less than 63 
being in existence between Toronto and Barrie at one time. At a 
later date, the Penetanguishene Road, all the way to Georgian Bay, 
was thickly set. At one time, for instance, the road from Barrie to 
Penetanguishene, a distance of thirty-five miles, is said to have con- 
tained no less than thirty But with the con- 
struction of the railway, the day of wayside taverns along Yonge Street 
faded in a rapid manner. They, however, did not expire without a 
struggle, for we find that the horde of small tavern keepers, aided by 
the carters who supposed that their business would be ruined By the 
railway, obstructed the building of it, tooth and nail 











seven wayside taverns 


Another conspicuous figure of the early stage travel was Thos. 
McCausland, At first he carried the mails to Barrie on horseback, 
beginning about the year 1837, and afterward ran a mail stage for 
the convenience of travellers. In connection with the travel between 
Barrie and Holland Landing it would appear from the following adver- 
tisement of his, reproduced from the Barrie Magnet of October 1. 
1847, that he ran the stage prior to that date :— 





Rovat Matt STAGr BETWEEN Bargin AND Houtanb LaNpING. 


‘The subscriber respectfully informs the travelling public that 
the above stage leaves Barrie for Holland Landing on the mornings 
riday, at eight o'clock precisely ; and returning leaves 
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Irwin's Hotel, Holland Landing, the same evening, on the arrival of 
the Toronto Mail Stage. 

‘The subscriber further begs to state, that immediately on the lay- 
ing up of the steamer Beaver for the season, he will run three times 
‘a week between Barrie and Holland Landing, viz. : will leave Barrie 
on the mornings of Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and returning 
will leave the Holland Landing the same evening on the arrival of the 
Toronto Mail Stage. 

Passengers travelling by this conveyance can proceed direct to 
Penetanguishene, as there will be a stage in readiness to start for 
that place on the arrival of the Mail Stage from Holland Landing 
thus forming a direct line from Toronto to Penetanguishene and back. 








Every attention given to secure the comfort and accommodation of 
passengers. 
Tuomas McCaustaxn, 
Mail Contractor, 
Barrie, 1st October, 1847. 


The following advertisement of a later date is taken from the 
Barrie Herald : 


NortHers Livt.—Rovat Mat. Stace. 





‘Thomas McCausland begs to announce to the travelling portion 
of the community that the Mail Stage will leave Buirie daily, (com- 
mencing 1st January), at 5 o'clock a.m., for Bradford, arriving there 
fat ten o'clock, Returning, will leave Bradford at 3 o’clock p.m., 
immediately after the arrival of the Toronto mail, reaching Barrie at 
eight o’clock the same evening; thus forming, in connection with the 
Yonge Street stages, a direct daily line between Barrie and Toronto. 

Places of starting : Post Office, Barrie; Todd's Tavern, Bradford 





February 4, 1852 


‘On the completion of the railway to the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, 
at Allandale, in October, 1853, the stage travel underwent important 
changes. From the year 1837 up to this time Thomas McCausland 
had faithfully discharged the duties of mail carrier. During the years 
before the completion of the railroad, he had performed the laborious 
duty day and night between Barrie and Holland Landing, and between 
Barrie, Coldwater and Orillia. After giving up the Barrie and Orillia 
route into other hands, his Work was confined to carrying the mail from 
the station (at Allandale, then) over to the town, as the work had told 
severely on his physical constitution, and he was unable to do any- 
thing of a more important kind for the maintenance of himself and 
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famil 





ly. This being his occupation in 1862, the County Council in 
October of that year sent a ‘memorial’ to the Governor-in-Council to 
grant him a pension, Up to July, 1864, the Government had taken no 
action in the matter, so the County Council again petitioned the Gov- 
ion to him. But the county records do not 
show whether the petition was granted in his behalf. 





ernor-in-Couneil for a pet 





‘Tue Lives To PENETANGUISHENE. 


No regular line of stages between Barrie and Penetanguishene 
appears to have existed until about 1847. The first issue of the Barrie 
Magnet, (August 6, 1847), contains a notice of the establishment of a 
new line between these points, by J. Morrison, who kept a tavern at 
Craighurst, then known as ‘Morrison’ Corners.”” 


“We beg to draw the attention of the travelling community to 
the advertisement of Mr. J. Morrison, announcing the commencement 
of a new line of stages between Barrie and Penetanguishene. From 
the growing importance of this route, the establishment of such a 
line has been hitherto much required, and we trust Mr. Morrison will 
receive that encouragement which so useful an enterprise deserves.”” 








‘The announcement itself is here reproduced, and may have an 
interest for our modern readers : 


GRE. 





T NORTHERN ROUTE. 
New LIne oF STAGES ETWEEN BARRIE AND PENETANGUISHENE. 


Comfortable coaches are in attendance at Barrie, every Monday 
and Friday, on the arrival of the steamboat Beaver, from Holland 
Landing, for the immediate conveyance of passengers to Pentan- 
guishene. By this route parties proceeding to Owen Sound or Sault 
Ste. Marie will save ten hours for the transaction of business at 
Penetanguishene 

The same stages leave Penetanguishene for Barrie every Monday 
and Wednesday, in time for the Beaver’s return. 

A direct route is thus formed between the two great Lakes 
Ontario and Huron. 

‘Terms :—From Barrie to Penetanguishene, 7s. 6d. Luggage, 2s. 
6d. per ewt, 

J. Morrtson, 
Stage Proprietor, 
Barrie, August 6, 1847. 
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Morrison’s line, however, does not appear to have existed for any 
length of time, for in July, 1850, another stage line was commenced 
by @ joint stock company, a report of whose inaugural meeting is 
herewith given : 


A large and influential meeting was held in Barrie on Monday the 
Sth instant, for the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety 
of establishing a line of stages between Barrie and Penetanguishene, 
and of forming a joint stock company with a view to that end. A 
letter was read from W. Simpson, Esq., shewing that our friends in 
Penetanguishene will not be backward, and that they are prepared to 
take a number of shares, sending also the names of eight Penetan- 
guishene gentlemen who are willing to subscribe stock. Mr. Stephen 
Jeffery, of Penetanguishene, stated the views of the Penetanguishene 
people, and that the line, in their opinion, should be formed at once. 
The meeting was organized by Edward A. Walker, Esq., being 
appointed chairman, and H. B. Hopkins, Esq., secretary, when the 
following resolutions were passed unanimously : 

Moved by Mr. Sheriff Smith, seconded by Mr. James Morrison, 
That it is essential that a line of stages be established between Barrie 
and Penetanguishene, thereby connecting Lakes Huron and Simcoe 
by a convenient and easy route. 

Moved by Dr. Pass, seconded by Mr. Edward Marks, That the 
shares in the Barrie and Penetanguishene Stage Line be £5 each, 
payable as follows : 25 per cent. when called on, and 25 per cent. every 
three months thereafter, until the whole be paid up; none to be called 
for until a sufficient number of shares be taken. 

Moved by Mr. Burnett, seconded by Mr. Mann, That B. W. 
Smith, G. Lount, E. A. Walker, A. Pass, J. Strathy, W. Simpson, W. 
B. Hamilton, Esqs., Messrs. E. Marks, F. O’Brien, T. Meldrum, J. 
Wiggins, S. Jeffery, J. Morrison, Leon Caisse, Capt. Laughton, T. 
McConkey, P. Cleland, and R. Ross, be a committee to open books 
and take stock, and make all arrangements necessary thereto, in con- 
nection with the proposed line. 

Moved by J. Strathy, Esq., seconded by Mr. R. Ross, That 100 
copies vf the foregoing resolutions be printed for the information of 
the public. 

‘Thanks having been given to the cl 


























‘man, the meeting separated. 


‘Tae, Orta Service. 


John Harvie had the early stage line from Barrie to Orillia, the 
road travelled being the Penetanguishene Road by White's Corners, 
{now Dalston). He succeeded Thomas McCausland on this route, and 








the Pioneer Doctor, 1835-81 


[149] 

















OLD STAGE L 





VBS BEFORE RAILWAY DAYS. dk 


supplied better means of travelling than the earlier worker on the 
road. He was one of the seven brothers (Harvie) of South Orillia, 
who are so well known in the pioneer annals of that township. 

After the construction of the railway to Orillia, in summer the 
steamers Cariella and Ida Burton ran to Washago in connection with 
the trains at Orillia, From Washago, Harvie & Millard (John Harvie 
and James Millard) had a line of stages from Washago for Graven- 
hurst. Their headquarters were in Orillia near the steamboat landing, 
and it was from here that their stages started for the north in winter 
time. 












































Chapter XIIL. 





THE EARLY POSTAL SERVIC! 


Standing in an intimate relation with the subjects of the pioneer 
roads and the early stage lines just reviewed is that of the early 
postal service, for which the establishment of regular stage lines 
chiefly came about. 





From the original documents relating to the early post offices of 
Simcoe County, we are able to give the accompanying list of post 
offices established prior to 1837, the date of their commission by 
Government, and the first postmasters in each. 

Holland Landing.—George Lount. (Resigned P.M.) W. J. 
Sloane appointed January, 1834. 

Barrie,—Commissioned 6th October, 1835. S. M. Sanford, P.M. 
Gerald Alley, P.M, 

Oro,—Commissioned 6th October, 1 William Algeo, P.M. 

Coldwater.—Commissioned October 6th, 1835. Thos. G. Ander- 
son, P.M, 

Oro (after removal to new location).—Commissioned 6th August, 
1836. Andrew Robertson, P.M. 

Bond Head.—Commissioned 6th August, 1837. J. F. Robinson, 
P.M. 

Flos. 





Orillia. Commissioned 6th October, 1 








Commissioned 6th August, 1837, Hugh Marlow, P.M. 





Nores oN THE PIONEER Post OrFices. 


A mail was despatched from Toronto by stage to Holland Landing 
three times a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; while on 
Wednesdays of each week the same stage carried mails for the five 
or six more remote offices in the northern wilderness. This once-a- 
week mail was then carried from Holland Landing to the other offices. 
on horseback, sometimes on foot, and at other times by stage, accord- 
ing to the season of the year and the state of the roads. But the more 
usual way of transporting these mails was on horseback. This state 
of affairs continued until as late as the Rebellion of 1837, after which 
the public roads became more passable. 

[182] 





William F. A. Boys, Junior Judge, 1883-1908. 
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The rate of postage from Toronto to Holland Landing was four- 
and-a-half pence; to Barrie, the same; while to the remaining offices 
it amounted to seven pence. It will thus be seen that the postal accom- 
modation of those early days was of the most meagre sort—far behind 
the standard of modern requirements. 

It is said that previous to Mr. Sanford’s appointment, the Condlin 
Brothers had kept a post office in their early store, but it was doubt- 
less an accommodation rather than a regular mail office. 

On Wednesday, October 8th, 1884, the memorial stone of the 
new post office in Barrie was laid, and in it was deposited, besides the 
usual documents and papers of such an occas 
history of Barrie, written by his Honour Judge Boys. 
co 
ing account of the rise and progress of Barrie post office, which will 














ion, a record of the early 
This record 


an interest- 











‘ained, besides a general sketch of the town’s history 





be read with interest in this connectio 





“As we are to-day taking a memorial part in the erection of a new 
post office a short reference to the history of our postal facilities will 
not be deemed inappropriate. Our post office was first established in 
1834 with our first merchant, Mr. Sanford, as postmaster. In the 
early days there used to be no regular post office nearer than Penetan- 
guishene to the north and Holland Landing to the-south. Between 
these two offices a mail-carrier passed on foot once a week, and he 
was afterwards allowed to drop and take up a mail bag on his journey 
to and fro at Barrie. This carrier was a half-breed and some idea of 
his labours and endurance may be formed from the fact that he some- 
times left Penetanguishene in’ the morning and reached here at night 
and at once continuing his journey proceeded to Holland Landing 
and was back again in Barrie the next morning. In those days the 
rate of postage was governed by the distance, there being no uniform 
rate as we have now. The postage to Toronto on a single letter was 
434., or about 8c. of our present currency. To Montreal it was 1s. ad. 
or 23c. To Halifax 3s., or 6oc., and to pay the postage on a letter 
to the Old Country was’a privilege that could only be enjoyed by the 
rich. Fortunately’ for the poorer settlers the present system of com- 
pulsory prepayment of postage was unknown, and they were enabled, 
when writing home, to let their friends settle the postage. The post 
office which first sufficed to accommodate the public of Barrie, and 
indeed the residents for many miles around, consisted of a few pigeon- 
holes in the corner of a store, being very Similar to many post offices 
still found in country places throughout the county. Mr. Sanford was 
succeeded as postmaster by Mr. McWatt, who was succeeded by Mr. 
Jonathan Lane. His son, Mr. Alfred Lane, was the next post. 
master, and under his management our post office for the first time 
had a room to itself. After Mr. Alfred Lane, came Mr. Jas. Edwards,” 
n 





































































A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY, 


The origi 








ected ‘The Narrows, Lake 
” was in connection with the Methodist Mission. 


coe, 








ship—Ori 


established there, with Mr. Alley as postmaster. 


borders of Oro Towns! 





Kempenfeldt shore 





Andrew Robertson, and afterwards by Sergeant Grant. 





of Oro, began distributing 


or its successor, afterwards became the Rugby post office. 





venience of the military establishment there, whi 
water was likewise called into bei 
agency established there in 1830. 








nguishene in Janua 





master at Penet: 








his son-in-law, Andrew Mitchell. The first mail 
Holland Landing to Penetanguishene by a half-breed. 
‘ 1a 


of the Orillia post office was equally romantic, 
| 1832 and during the following years, Mr. Moffatt, one of the Indian 
teachers there kept the original “post office."” According to one 
account, the postal contents of the office “‘were stowed in a little birch 
bark basket of Indian workmanship, kept in a little cupboard. 
| ‘postmaster’ would take it to a log in front of his house, and on this 
he would sit and chat with the applicant while thumbing over the 
basket’s contents, Mail matter (what little there was) then came 
and the operation of the 


i Gerald Alley had a Government post office established there, which 
} was called Newtown, at first, but soon assumed the name of the town- 
.””. The name ‘Newtown’ mentioned in this account may 
t have been applied to an irregular office there for the convenience of 
settlers. But it would appear from the official list at the beginning of 
this chapter that ‘Orillia’? was the name of the first office regularly 


Down to the year 1854 there was but one post office within the 
and it came into existence in the following 
way. About 1832, the half-pay officers who had settled along the 
‘used their influence to have a post office estab- 
lished for the township, and located in their vicinity, but on complaint 
of the people further back, it was removed to a more central location. 
‘This post office was called Oro, and on its removal was first kept by 


all residents of the township came to this one office, and the post- 
master, being also the mail carrier, as soon as he reached the border 
is mail, giving letters to parties charged 
to deliver them to parties in their neighbourhood, and who became 
responsible for the revenue thereby arising. This pioneer post office, 


“The early post office at Penetanguishene was opened for the con- 
the one at Cold- 
g in connection with 


Captain James Matthew Hamilton became the first regular post- 
Y, 1830, although according to 
another account the first post office was actually kept in the store of 
Is were carried from 
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however, no regular mail at the time alluded to. Sometimes there 
were Government despatches, which were, indeed, carried by half- 
breeds or Indians, but the first regular mail from Holland Landing to 
Penetanguishene was carried by two young Irishmen, Edward and 
Miles McDonald, about the year 1833. In their journey northward 
they would travel to Tollendal, from which place, John Sibbald, sr., 
would row the travellers across to Kempenfeldt on the opposite shore 
of the bay. On the return journey southward the carrier having 
arrived at Kempenfeldt was ferried across to Tollendal by Mr. Ladd, 
of the former place, and sometimes by William Hewson or his brother. 
Edward McDonald, the elder of the two, survived at Penetanguishene 
until about the year 1887. 

These, then, were the postal arrangements of Simcoe County 
prior to 1837. Other post offices soon followed in different parts of 
the county, and from this small beginning has come the extensive 





postal system of to-day. 


Larer EXTENSIONS OF THE SERV 





The weekly mail from Barrie to Owen Sound was conveyed on 
horseback, leaving Barrie Thursday morning, and returning the fol- 
lowing Tuesday evening. The mail carrier was John Hunter, of Owen 
Sound, he having succeeded Wm, Stephenson, of Meaford. This 
arrangement continued down to the construction of the railway, when 
a new route was adopted. 

Speaking of Mr. Hunter's death in March, 1894, the Owen 
Sound Advertiser remarked 

“John Hunter, a highly esteemed pioneer, whose resi- 
dence here dates from the town’s earliest settlement, passed 
away on Thursday last, (March aged 84 years. As 
so often happens with married couples who have grown old together, 
Mr. Hunter survived his wife but a few months. The funeral took 
place on Saturday and was well attended. If a history of the town 
is ever written—and it is a pity that some one does not undertake the 
task before the last of the pioneers are gone and their store of inter- 
esting recollections sealed to us—Mr. Hunter's name will figure therein 
as the man who half a century ago carried the mail between here and 
Barrie, thus furnishing in the winter months the only link between the 
world outside and the swampy hamlet by the Sydenham,” 




















This pioneer, whose original name was Moore Corunna Gibbie, 
was a native of England, and came to Canada early in the fortie: 
For some reason or other he changed his name on arriving in this 
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country and appears to have retained the assumed name until his death 
It was usual for him to leave Barrie on Thursday mornings for Owen 
Sound, a distance of some eighty miles, and return to Barrie on 
Tuesdays, so that he was on the road the greater half of the time, He 
rode upon an old white horse which was a familiar object to the people 
of that day, and the mail bags were fastened behind him on the horse. 

Postage about the year 1843 was made according to distance. 
Under 60 miles, 4}d.; 60 to 100 miles, 7d.j after this, an extra 2d. 
for every 100 miles up to 1,200. Strange to say, that while 3d. was 









required to pay a letter 500 miles in Canada, the same sum took it to 
any place in the United Kingdom, if under $ oz. in weight; not 
exceeding 1 0z., 2 5. 8 d., and 4d. extra for every ounce or fraction 
of an ounce, An arrangement with the United States, December, 
g the postal rates to Europe very 





1848, was the means of reduci 
considerably. 

On the establishment of the 
that body at once endeavoured to improve existing postal arrange- 
ments, After it was organized, one of its first acts was in this matter. 
The council felt the need of a third post in the week from Holland 
Landing to Barrie, and thence to the Military Station at Penetan- 
guishene, and requested the warden (J. Ae. Irving) to communicate 
with the Deputy Postmaster-General on the subject. 

Again, in October, 1846, we find the District Council protesting 
to the Governor-General, complaining of the slowness of the mails 
by stage from Toronto to Holland Landing, although Yonge Street 
public expense and mostly macadamized. 


meoe District Council, in 1843, 











had been improved at gre 
‘The mails were delivered at all hours, and this was the burden of the 
complaint. Besides this, there had been no reduction in the colonial 
postage rates. 

Little of no improvement appears to have resulted from their 
complaint, as in February, 1848, a renewal of the question arose. The 
District Council of Simcoe had some litiga ith Chas. Thompson, 
the stage owner, just before this, over the building of the Court House, 
for which he was the contractor, and this may have exasperated them. 
‘A committee now enquired into the subject of mails in the district, 
tion, and they memorialized the Deputy 
S. Freer, the Post Office Surveyor. 
ints made about this time, as we 














with a view to their accele 
Postmaster-General, through 

Some stir arose from the compl: 
find one mail carrier (John Hunter) in wr 
1847, mentions a strict surveillance kept at Craighurst post office 














ing his reminiscences of May, 


peaking of carrying the mail from Barrie northward on the Penetan- 
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guishene Road, at that time, Mr. Hunter says: “John Craig: w: 
postmaster, and had the office where he lived, three-quarters of a 
mile north of the corners (Craighurst); and I well remember that if 
it for it. These were days before 





Twas a minute late I had to a 
cheap postage.” 

In February, 1849, the District Council forwarded a “memorial” 
to the Deputy Postmaster-General on the urgent need for a post office 
between Essa and Tosorontio, and this request resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the West Essa post office. And again, in October of the 
same year, the Council asked for a post office at Mr. Nulty’s Mills 
(Creemore) on the Fourth Line of Nottawasaga, and another at Cooks- 








town, their requests being duly granted. 

Some of the customs and practices of later times than those just 
described strike us as a little singular, or they would be so if in vogue 
nowadays in the distribution of mail matter. For example, “Squire” 
Benjamin Ross, the postmaster of Innisfil post office in the fifties and 
later, wore to church at St. Paul’s every Sunday a tall plug hat and 
always had it crowded full of letters, ete. for those people who attended 
public worship at the place. He lived nearly four miles south of the 
church, and this plugful of letters carried thus far on their way was 
a step for the accommodation of the settlers, whatever may be said 
of it in the way of strict Sabbath observance. The practice of wear- 
ing letters to church every Sunday in the top of a tall beaver hat is 





probably now obsolete. 

In 1851, the transfer took place of the Postal Department from 
Imperial control to that of Canada, the first Canadian Postmaster- 
General having been the Hon. James Morris. Up to this time the 
revenues from postal arrangements in Canada (if there were any) had 
gone to Downing Street. ‘The Imperial Government’s surrender of 
the revenue to the provinces of Canada at this time, in exchange for 
the civil list, had been a subject of much negotiation for some time. 
With the placing of postal affairs under Canadian management, 
improvements came more rapidly than before, and it would be impos- 
sible for us to follow the subject through all its bearings, and in every 
part of the county, sufficient having been said for the present of the 
postal service in the days of the pioneers. A compilation by David 
Williams, of Collingwood, on “The Origin of the Names of the Post 
Offices in Simcoe County,’” appeared in the seventh volume of the 
Ontario Historical Society's “Papers and Records"” (1906), and it 
gives a quantity of information on the opening of the various post 
offices in the county 


















































Chapter XIV. 


THE NORTHERN RAILWAY. 





‘Tue OvEeninc or THE NorTHERN RaiLway. 


‘The opening of the first railway marked an epoch in this county's 
history, and although subsequent to the dates of most of the pioneer 
events hitherto reviewed in these chapters, it is entitled to receive a 
full notice. What is the exact date at which the agitation began for a 
railway across the isthmus from Toronto to Georgian Bay, would now 
be difficult to determine. At all events the importance of this isthmus 
for travelling purposes was recognized very early. Even our red pre- 
decessors gave a convincing proof of its unique position by having at 
least three trails across it—the Humber, Yonge Street, and Port Hope- 
Orillia trails. And their white displacers fully saw the prime import- 
ance of the position when they built across it the first railway in Can- 
ada. 

the projection of the Northern Railway was mainly due to Fred- 
erick C. Capreol, who settled in Toronto in 1833, and who also advo- 
cated the Hurontario Ship Canal scheme with unceasing vigor till his 
death in 1887. 

There were three attempts to construct the Northern Railroad 
before it actually came into existence. Each time an Act of the Can- 
adian Legislature was passed, the years being 1836, 1845 and 1849, 
in the latter of which was passed the Act chartering the company 
which ultimately succeeded, 

In the list of private bills passed by the Legislature of Upper Can- 
ada in the early part of 1836, there were two which have an interest 
for us, vi 

A railway or canal from Toronto to Lake 

‘A canal between Lakes Huron (i.e., Georgian Bay) and Simcoe. 

‘The isthmus from Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay was wholly 
spanned by these two bills. And as the navigation of the River Trent 
was the subject of another private bill the same session, we can easil 




















imcoe, and 








understand why the part between Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay 
took the form of a canal in the minds of the legislators in preference 





to a railway. ‘The proposals, which now seem so quaint to us in the 
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light of modern railways, bear some resemblance to the 
posals of the Mackenzie Administration (1873-8) for the construction 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway by using the substitute of the water~ 
ways, and the much talked-of Dawson Route. 

Robert Lynn was the engineer who made the first surveys in con 
nection with the passage of the Act of 1836. He issued a pamphlet 
on the subject, and the contemporary writers of that period have some- 
thing to say on this matter (see for example, Thompson’s Remini- 
scences, p. 68). In the Toronto Public Library are preserved numerous 
Manuscripts and pamphlets of this earliest survey for the railway. The 
title of the Act of 1836 (6 Will. IV., cap@) was ‘An Act to incor- 
porate the City of Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad Company.” 

‘This railway project met with hearty support soon after it was 
first mentioned, for in Dr. Thomas Rolph’s Statistical Account of Upper 
Canada, (1836), we find the statement : 


‘canny”” prom 





“From the spirit and enterprise of the inhabitants of Toronto, 
there is every reason to believe that a railroad communication will 
be formed between the city and Lake Huron via Lake Simcoe; the 
ground is now being surveyed for the purpose."” 

From a report by one John Smith, reproduced in the same book, 
some further interesting facts are gleaned : 


Toroxro AND Lake HuRoN Raltroan. 


“The Company chartered last winter, to construct this railroad, 
are making vigorous exertions to commence the work.”” 
Joun Saari. 
Toronto, July 23, 1836." 


For some reason or other, however, the projected railway was lost 
sight of, or at all events, held a less prominent position in public 
affairs, Perhaps the outbreak of the Rebellion lent its assistance to 
keeping the project in the background. At any rate it was not till 1845 
that active steps were again taken to bring it into actual existence. 

One by one the newspapers of Toronto at that time took up the 
agitation, articles in which serve to illustrate the difficulties and doubts 
which the scheme encountered, especially the question of terminus. 

In 1845, an Act was passed (8 Viet., chap. 83) to amend the Act 
of 1836. This amendment in 1845 gave power to the company to 
extend the railroad beyond the Home District (Simcoe District being 
now in existence), and extended further the time for its completion. 
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One or two stock calls were made by the secretary pro tem, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Edward G. O'Brien, but not responded to very promptly, and 
so the attempt on this occasion did not succeed. 

In 1849 was passed the Act chartering the successful railway 
project, its title being “An Act to incorporate the 
and Lake Huron Union Railroad Company.” A year later an Act 
to amend the first Act was passed (Aug. 10, 1850), by which the name 
of the Company was altered to the Ontario, Simeoe and Huron, i.e., 
i the three lakes joined together by the enterprise. 
| In February, 1848, a special committee of the Simcoe District 
Council had reported upon corresponding with various corporate 
bodies of the Home District, upon the establishment of a great North- 
i ern Railway, and this definite agitation had resulted in the bill above 
H mentioned, But we must seek further back for the earlier germ of the 

enterprise. ‘The first newspaper in the District, the Barrie Magnet, 
had not been in existence more than a few months in 1847 ere it com- 
i menced agitating the construction of a railway to connect Lakes 








‘oronto, Simcoe 


Ontario and Huron via Barrie “‘or some point or points on Lake Sim- 
coe,” thus to aid in opening up the country and securing the bulk of 








H the trade of the great Northwest across this the narrowest neck of the 
if peninsula. In this agitation Jonathan Lane rendered untiring aid, and 
he S. M. Sanford furnished valuable statistical information. Occasion- 
\) ally the British Colonist and the Globe copied the Magnet articles, but 
if looked upon the project as somewhat utopian. After a while the 


Colonist becams 





c convinced of the feasibility and practicability of the 
scheme and aided it with such energy as tended to its ultimate accom- 
plishment; but the Globe pooh-poohed and urged the construction, 
instead, of a railway from Toronto westward, Even in Barrie there 
were those who viewed the suggestion of a railway through this then 
{ wilderness section of country as an utterly absurd proposition. ‘I 
f hope,”” said one gentleman to the editor, “the people won't consider 
) you cra 
i = “it would be necessary to cross the Holland River, and that would be 
impossible, except on pigeon-poles.”” But the little Magnet stuck to 
its text, the Simcoe District Council, the Toronto Board of Trade, 
City Council, and other corporations took the matter up as one of vital 
| importance, voted liberal assistance, the road was built, and there i 
hone more prosperous than this the first railway line in the Dominion. 
The agitation for financial aid, kept up in the newspapers, con- 





“To construct a railway as you suggest," said another, 








tinued to grow, and the matter was taken up by the Toronto Board of 
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Trade, the City Council, the Simcoe District Council, and the various 
Township Councils, An extract may illustrate this stage of the pro- 
ject’s development : 

In pursuance of public notice a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
united townships of Medonte, Tiny, Tay, North Orillia and Matche- 
dash, was held at the tavern of Mr. Morrison, on the Penetanguishene 
Road, on Monday (June 10, 50,) for the purpose of authorizing the 
Reeve to vote for the issue of debentures to the amount of £50,000 
to aid in the construction of the Toronto, Simcoe and Lake Huron 
Railroad. * * G. W. Bell, Esq., Reeve, appointed chairman; FE. 
Moon, Esq., secretars 

‘The chairman addressed the meeting in a practical speech, setting 
forth the advantages of the railroad, 

J. Craig, Esq., moved, seconded by D. Johnston,—That it is the 
unanimous opinion of this meeting that the proposed railroad will 
greatly tend to develop the resources of this county 

W. Hunt moved, T. Craig seconded,—That the Reeve of the 
Townships he requested to support by his vote in the County Council 
the issue of debentures to the amount of £50,000 for the purpose of 
taking stock in the Toronto, Simcoe and Lake Huron Railroad. 

Mr. McKinlay moved, seconded by Mr. Alex, Laing,—That the 
thanks of this meeting be given Messrs. Sanford and Gibbard, who 
have been kind enough to attend, for the information they afforded. 

Mr. W. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. McKinlay, That the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting he forwarded to the Barrie Magnet, Toronto 
Colonist and Patriot, with a request that they may be inserted in their 
respective journals. 





























A railway meeting was also held by the ratepayers of South Sim 
coe, in the Township of Essa, in June, 1850. The names of those 
Mr. Drury, 
ary. Movers and seconders of resolu- 





who took an active leading part in its proceedings ar 
Chairman; Mr. Gordon, Secret 
tions were Mr. Morris, Reeve for Essa and Tossorontio, Mr. Turn- 
bull; Mr. Todd, Mr. Dunwoodie, sen.; Mr. P. D. Kelly, Mr. Dun- 
woodie, jun.; Mr. Latimer, Mr. Price; Mr. Lee, Mr. Todd. 

About this period representatives from the County Town, amongst 
whom may be mentioned Jonathan Lane, in addition to Messrs. San- 
ford and Gibbard mentioned above, went out through the county to 
canvass in behalf of the new railway. And it was this aid which first 
gave the road some prestige. 











Tite £50,000 Rartway 





Although the Act chartering the new railway passed the Legisla- 
ture in 1849, it was not until 1850 (at the October session) that the 
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imcoe County Council first took up seriously the question of aiding it 
financially. The agitation throughout the county during the summer 
of that year had produced some effect, and two petitions looking to 
this end came before the councillors in October, leading to action 
‘on the part of the council as stated. Before adjourning they named 
a committee of three from amongst themselves, (consisting of the 
Warden, Wm. Armson, Thomas Maconchy, and Jonathan Lane), to 
consider the question in a preliminary way. A special meeting of the 
whole Council was then held in December to determine all matters of 
detail, and to issue debentures for £50,000, payable in 20 years. 

Many inhabitants of the county regretted that the Council of 1850 
had saddled Simcoe with the debt of £50,000 for building the rail 
way, but it is almost certain that the railway would not have been 
built at the time it was had this aid not been granted. Some years 
may have elapsed, and even in the end, any Railway Company would 
probably have required just as much aid as this one received before it 
would have undertaken the work. 

‘A stormy period began with issuing the £50,000 railroad deben- 
tures, At the special session of the council in December, 1850, above 
mentioned, there was a protest from Mono Township at issuing rail- 
road debentures, but the Council held on its way and passed the 














law (No. 10) to take stock to the extent stated, and to issue deben- 
tures for that amount. Owing to the outlying position of Mono, it 
would fail to derive much*benefit from the new railway, which the 


promoters intended to construct in the v 





inity of Lake Simcoe, as the 
name of the line itself indicated. In 1852, Moses Harshaw, the Reeve 
of Mono, had a writ served upon the Warden of Simcoe for the pur- 
pose of quashing By-law No. ro. And in May of that year, we find 
that the Mono Council retained the railroad tax for a time, but 
ultimately had to disgorge it. In the course of the law suit, Mono vs. 
the County of Simcoe, the By-law respecting the railroad was con- 
firmed, the plaintiffs having declined to proceed. 

‘The railroad question produced much commotion in the County 
Council itself, as well as among the people. At the January session, 
1851, Judge Gowan having declined to be the director on the railway 
board, in consequence of his legal duties, the council named Thomas 
Maconchy as their director, but rescinded their motion next day, and 
on the following day chose Jesse Purdy of Meaford. The pros and cons 
in the council were very nearly a tie, which added to the difficulty of 
the situa 
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‘The railroad question, with the prospect of an inevitable increase 
of the taxes by a third or more, now brought on an agitation for the 
separation of Grey County, which may be said to have come into 
existence through Simcoe taking stock in the new railway. In Jan- 
uary, 1851, the new movement for detaching the Townships of St. 
Vincent, Collingwood, Euphrasia, Artemesia and Osprey, aroused 
opposition from the Simcoe County Council, especially because these 
townships, in taking this course, wanted to be exonerated from bear- 
ing their share of the liabilities made up to this date, viz., the debt 
for the county buildings and the railroad. Notwithstanding the Coun- 
cil’s protest against dismemberment, the secession went on. 

At the same session of the Council (January, 1851,) the increase 
of the county's liabilities by the amount of the ratiroad debt also 
brought forward a renewal of the old agitation for the secession of the 
lots in the Old Survey of West Gwillimbury, on the south side of the 
Holland River, to York County. This time, notwithstanding a pro- 
test from the Simcoe Council, the promoters of this separation suc~ 
ceeded, and in the following year (1852) this strip of land became 
part of York County. ‘This measure, along with the secession of the 
five townships at the west to form part of Grey County, altogether 
meant a general flocking away from the old home. 

At the beginning of the construction of the line, the Railway Com- 
pany entered into the contract for the work with M. C. Story & Co., 
on the strength of the stock taken, and the Simcoe County deben- 
tures, as well as the other subscriptions, were paid direct to the con- 
tractors, on certificate from the engineer. ‘The construction of the 
line now went forward under the contractors, M. C. Story & Co., 
(which was a firm brought from the United States). In January, 
1852, when acknowledging the receipt of the Chief Engineer's cer- 
tificates, and a demand for money on the debentures, the council 
tardily found them to be in accordance with the By- 
cally regretted that the issue of the debentures had not been made to 
depend on the quantity of work done on the railroad instead of the 
amount of monies spent on it. By October, 1852, the whole of the 
200 debentures for £50,000 had been paid or issued to the contract- 
ors, a year before the line reached the head of Kempenfeldt Bay, near 
the county town. 

‘The Canadian Statutes for 1852-3 contain an Act to amend the 
Act incorporating the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Union Railway 
Company. This new Act gave the Company power to run to Lake 
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Huron (Saugeen township or northward), and in this 
meaning to the use of the term “Huron” in the title of the railway 


way gave some 


‘The name ‘Georgian Bay”” was in daily use at this time for the body 
of water which had been originally called Lake of the Hurons. So by 
an extension of the line to the Bruce peninsula there would be some 
propriety in the name which the Company had adopted. Yet it v 
sometimes known as the Northern Railroad from the first, (for example, 
in the Council Minutes of January, 1851, p. 19), although this was 
not the “official” name, but a few years later it became such. By 
the amended Act of Incorporation of the O. S. & H. U. Railroad Com- 
pany, the Warden became a Director of the Company (1859) 

J. C. Morrison, Esq., M.P.P., was President of the Ontario, 
Simcoe & Huron Union Railroad Company in 1853, and Frederick W. 
Cumberland, Chief Engineer. Mr. Cumberland’s Report for 1853 
(February) considers the various proposals for the line beyond Kem- 
penfeldt Bay, the favorite terminus being that known as the “Hen 
and 











chickens.” 

In the Toronto Daily Patriot (January and February, 1853), eight 
letters signed by a “Sharcholder”” originally appeared on matters in 
connection with the affairs of the Company, and a short time later the 
letters were reprinted in pamphlet form. The ‘Eight Letters’ had 
much to say about the “Hen and Chickens" terminal point, The 
anonymous author also contended that the contractors ‘‘packed or 
made up" “a board of direction at the dictation of Mr. Morrison"; 
and still further, “Shareholder” attacked the appointment of Mr. J. 
C. Morrison as President. 

When the Simcoe County Council issued the railway bonds, it 
was found desirable to make the debentures for twenty years, but the 
law obliged them to redeem the bonds in ten years. Hence the coun- 
cil found it necessary to apply for an Act of Parliament for relief. 
Toronto, having also taken stock to the extent of £50,000, obtained 
an Act of a similar kind, 

‘The united counties of Wellington, Waterloo and Grey, to which 
the above mentioned five seceding townships now belonged, in Jan- 











uary, 1853, repudiated its share of debt incurred while they were part 
of Simcoe, and it became necessary for arbitration to ensue under 
14 and 15 Vict., chap. 5, sec. 7, and 12 Viet., chap. 8, sec. 15. 

In some years, the railroad tax exceeded the county tax for all 
other outlays combined, as in this year (1853), on, account of which 
the Council and the inhabitants generally grew tired of the railroad 





























THE NORTHERN RAILWAY. 169 


stock before the road was running to Allandale. So in June, 1853, 
they appointed a committee to sell the stock, if this could be done 
advantageously, which, however, could not be done. 

Debentures to the extent of $400,000 were issued by the City of 
Toronto and York County for the new project, and the various muni- 
cipalities along the proposed line also contributed in like manner. So 
in course of time the road came to be built, and was the first line of 
railroad of any extent completed in Ontario. 

The first engine used on the Northern Railway was the “Lady 
Elgin,” built in New Jersey by the firm of Patterson. Then came 
the “Collingwood” and the ‘'Simcoe"’; and the ‘“Toronto,"” which 
shortly followed, was the first locomotive built in Canada. Of those 
machinists who built the latter, at Toronto, during ‘52 and °s3, was 
James Campbell, formerly of Barrie, and later of Thornbury, Ontario. 











The road was constructed in parts, in common with all other new 
railways, and opened in pieces, the dates at which the different sec- 
tions were opened being herewith given : 


To Aurora, May 16th, 1853. 
To Bradford, June 15th, 185; 
To Barrie, October 11th, 1853. 

To Collingwood, January rst, 185, 








An interesting sketch of the first passenger train on this railway 
was given in the Toronto Globe of February 22, 1890, a portion of 
which is given : 





“Ontario may fairly claim the credit of having taken the initia- 
tive in Canadian railway construction, for, with the exception of an 
inconsequential line in the Province of Quebec, the Ontario, Simcoe 
& Huron Railway—named after the three lakes on which were its 
chief objective points—was the first railway in the Dominion apencd 
for passenger and freight traffic. 

May 16, 1853, was an auspicious day in the history of the Queen 
City, of Upper Canada—and, indeed, of the whole colony—for that 
was the birthday of the Canadian railroad era. It was a bright, 
sunny morning, and all nature seemed to smile on the curious crowd 
that gathered in front of Sword’s Hotel (now the site of the Queen’s) 
on Front Street, and on the object of their curiosity. On the south 
side of the street was what was then called “‘a first-class passenger 
train.” 

It was unique in those days, and enjoyed whatever name its 
owners might care to bestow on it. Now it might suffer so much by 
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comparison that critical railroad men would possibly call it by some 
other name. 

The first locomotive used on the road was the Lady Elgin, and 
which is now stowed in a railroad shed, its usefulness having long 
since passed away. It was used as a construction engine. ‘The loco- 
motive that pulled the first train out of Toronto was tue “Toronto,” 
machine built by James Good at his workshop on Queen Street east, 
near Yonge Street. * * The first consignment of freight received 
by the Company was from Toronto to Bradford. It consisted of a 

hest of tea, a dozen brooms, and a barrel of salt. ‘The next train 
took as freight for Angus Russell, Barrie, a case of buvts, the freight 
on which was 18. 11d.” 

At the outset many rumors were afloat regarding the point at 
id touch Barrie, Here is one from the Barrie Herald, 














which it wo 
March, 1852: 

“The Railroad.—We have been informed—but how true it may 
be, we know not, as our information comes from no authentic source 
—“that the directors have decided upon the line of railway touching the 
town at Hagart's Corner, on the bend of the new road. We trust 
that this report may, at least, have foundation, as the interests of the 
town admit of no alternative.”” 











But when first opened the road only touched upon Allandale,— 
and did not smile upon the county capital. ‘This gave serious trouble. 
The county had invested in stock to the extent of £50,000, a condi- 
tion of which was that Barrie should receive the road. But for some 
reason or another, it was only constructed to Allandale, and thence to 
Collingwood. This avoidance of their obligations by the Railway Com- 
pany resulted in several years of expensive litigation, and in the end 
the obligation had to be discharged as will afterward appear. 

The subject of the railway station at Barrie’’ came up first at 
the session of the County Council in January, 1853, and the question 
was a perennial one for a dozen years afterward. According to a 








popular account of the matter, Barrie had refused to burden itself with 
fa bonus to the railway, or had otherwise given some offence, where- 
upon F, W. Cumberland, the engineer, said ‘the would make grass 
grow in its streets and would pave Allandale streets with gold."" Tt 
consideration was the 
arising from the hills around the town, a diffi- 





is probable, however, that the weighti 
engineering difficulty 
culty which also arose at a later time in connection with the C.P.R., 
and that this had something to do with the course the Tine should take, 
as it was aiming to reach the Georgian Bay through the flat land 
westward from the head of Kempenfeldt Bay. 























‘The First Elevator, Collingwood 
(Photo by the late Dr, A. R. Stephen, about 1880, 








+ __ The Second Elevator, Collingwood, with Schooner, “ Flying Cloud.”” 
2 p71) 
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By November, Mr. Cumberland had written the Council with 
reference to the branch line from the “head of Kempenfeldt Bay” (i.e., 
Allandale into Barrie. He had given directions for a survey and 
plan, which were duly made. Here the question rests for a while, 
but it will come up at a later time, in its proper place in our narra- 
tive. 

In his first report to the Council (January, 1854,) after the open- 
ing of the railway, the County Treasurer commented upon the abun- 
dant signs “‘of the increasing prosperity of the county, whether owing 
to extensive immigration, or the facilities offered by the railroad for 
cheap and speedy transport of produce, or to the energy and steady 
industry of our settlers, or to the three combined.” He also pointed 
out the liability of the real estate of the railroad to assessment in the 
townships through which it passed for 45 miles in the county. As 





there was much popular discontent over the railway tax at the time, 
the townships did not fail to take the hint, and the railway has been 
well taxed for its belongings ever since that time. 

As it was incumbent on the Council to form a Sinking Fund for 
the payment of the £50,000 at the end of twenty years, the Treasurer 
recommended the Council to purchase the debentures themselves, 
instead of investing in other securities the £2,500 for 1855, which was 
the amount for that year’s levy. At the January session, 1855, the 
Council adopted the Treasurer’s recommendation, which may have 
been unobjectionable in theory, but as one might easily foresee, it 
would not work in practice, and ultimately led to trouble in the 











County’s finances, as it has also done in so many other municipalities 
that “borrowed their own money.’ At the session in June following, 
the Council appointed a committee to sell the stock in the railroad, 
but no sale took place, 

At the same June session, a petition or memorial of ratepayers in 
the southern portion of the county came before the Council, complain- 
ing of the express trains not stopping at Bradford Station. In the 
‘wisdom’? of the directors, or of Mr. Brunell, the Superintendent, 
the express trains did not stop ‘no matter from what motive, reason 
or cause.”” This arrangement was deemed prejudicial to the interests 
of that portion of the county. In the working of the line, which ought 
to have been for the public good, as well as for the good of the rail- 
way company, there is evidence that there was ugliness in abundance. 

At the October session, 1855, the Council passed a resolution 
requesting the Warden, as the representative of the county at the rail- 
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road Board, to use his influence with that body for the discontinuance 
of running accommodation and freight trains on Sunday. For the 
first few years, the railway line was unfenced, so that many cattle of 
the settlers strayed on to the railway track and were destroyed. In 
January, 1856, this state of things brought a petition from the Council 
to the Legislative Assembly to amend the Charter so as to make it 
imperative on the Company to fence their line of road. While speak- 
ing of the condition of the track, it may be mentioned that when the 
railway was first constructed it was not ballasted, and it lacked bal- 
last for some years afterward, For the first thirty years of its exist- 





ence, wood was the fuel used for burning in the engines. 

Amongst Canadian Railways, the Northern was not alone in fail- 
ing to pay dividends to the original stockholders. The Grand Trunk 
Railway, long before it absorbed the Northern and Northwestern 
tems, was noforiously disastrous, as an investment, to its British 
shareholders. The broad gauge, which proved to be ‘‘a disastrous 
mistake,” as Sir Francis Hincks called it, was first adopted on the 
road abuilding from Montreal to Portland; then the British promoters 
of the entire Grand Trunk line decided in favour of the broad gauge 
(possibly thinking it was desirable to have a different gauge from 
lines in the United States) and thus led the Canadian Government to 
compel the Northern Railroad and other prospective feeders of the 
n of obtaining the Govern- 
ment guarantee. It arose, apparently, at first from the City of Port- 
land and Maine trying to divert Canadian traffic from Boston and 
New York to themselves, as we learn from Sir Francis Hincks* 
Reminiscences, p. 443. 

As time went on, financial matters with the railwai 
Times were said to be hard, the railway was not paying interest or 
dividends to the stockholders who had been enterprising enough to 
lend their money to the concern, the workmen were going without 
pay, the track needed fencing, and ballasting; in fact, in the slang 
parlance of a later day, everything about the line was 
Under these circumstances, in June, 1857, the Board of Directors 
forwarded a memorial praying financial aid from the Council under 
their embarrassments. The liabilities of the line were then nearly 
£1,000,000 (sterling), i-e., nearly $50,000 a mile of the road. The 
interest was £56,592 per year, 

















trunk line to adopt that gauge as a condi 








grew worse. 











‘on the bum. 





while the yearly profits were only 





£22,000 per year. What a deficiency 
extravagance in working the line. It is impossible to peruse the 





‘There must have been gross 
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affairs of the company at this period without coming to the conclu- 
sion that somebody must have made a fortune out of the construction 
of the railroad, 

In view of the deplorable fin: 





ncial state of the railway at this time, 





the committee, to whom was referred the above mentioned applica- 
tion, recommended that the stock (£50,000) be sold, and the proceeds 
handed over to the railroad as a free gift, conditional on the ratepay- 
ers’ sanction. There was a prospect of the stoppage of the road, and 
bankruptcy, to the ruin of mill owners, merchants and others. So 
the Council was almost persuaded to take compassion on the almost 
bankrupt concern. On fuller consideration, however, they appointed 
a provisional committee which brought in a report at the October 
ion, (18: s, the 
Warden was authorized by By-law No. 76 to dispose of the County’s 
stock. For the year ending July 1, 1857, the railway company’s 








When October arrived, under the circumstan 








Receipts were ; $346,393 00 
Expenditures 3 
Balance $70,717 87 


This balance would pay only a fifth part of the interest on the debts. 
About the time of the October session just mentioned, a notice dated 
at Orangeville appeared in the Barrie Herald, and it unstrung the 
councillors’ nerves not a little. This was for nothing short of dis 
memberment of 1,400 acres of the western part of Mono from the 
County, and included incorporation of Orangeville, with the removal 
of the place to form part of an adjoining county. The move doubt- 
less arose from the prospective granting of more aid to the indigent 
railway, so the Simcoe Council petitioned the government against 

While these events were taking place, the Orillia Township Coun- 
n June, 1857, petitioned the County Council to take stock in a 
astern Railroad, but their weighty obliga- 
, Simcoe and Huron Union Railroad stock, 











cil, 
new project called the 
tions under the Onta 
which was not paying any dividends, prevented the council from tak- 
ing any. 

Under By-law No. 76, the Warden did sell or give away the rail- 
way stock to the townships and villages in the county, and the Coun- 
cil passed By-law No. 83 to explain the former By-law No. 76. In 
January, 1858, the County Treasurer was authorized to go to Toronto 
and register the transfers of the stock, which the Warden had made, 
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A new difficulty now arose, as the railway company would not register 
the transfer or sale. At the October session, 1858, a committee of 
five was appointed to examine the title under which the townships 
held the stock. An application was made to the Court of Common 
Pleas to compel the railway to register the transfers of stock to the 
township corporations in the county, and at the June session, a letter 
from the solicitor, H. B. Hopkins, stated that the Court of Common 
Pleas had granted a mandamus compelling the railwa to 
register the stock transfer. At a later time, the County Treasurer 
requested instructions for Mr. Hopkins to commence proceedings in 








y company 


the Court of Chancery on this account; yet, notwithstanding all this 
‘white elephant” 


fuss in the law courts, to get rid of the stock, the 
remained on the county's hands. 

In the meantime, the affairs of the railway had been taking 
another turn, In June, 1858, the Legislature had before them “An 
Act to amend the Acts relating to the O. S. & H. U. R. Co.,”” the 
obj 
If the Government had stepped in and demanded satisfaction for its 
lien on the line, there would have been a collapse. But the postpone- 
ment of the Government lien enabled the company to borrow suffi 








+t of which was to postpone the Government lien on the railway. 


cient funds tq place the road in a thorough and efficient state of repair. 

By the following January, (1859), the continuance of the railway 
as a working road was extremely uncertain, so the Council appointed 
a committee of five to go to Toronto to aid in affording speedy relief. 
The railway at this time was negotiating with the Government to 
mature some plan to be laid before Parliament at its next session. The 
indebtedness of the road became so great that there were writs in the 
Sheriff's hands (by June, 1859), to seize and sell everything belonging 
‘The road itself was so rickety and out of repair that life and 
property were greatly endangered by using it. The arrangement was 
that £250,000 (sterling) should be advanced by bondholders, their 
new bonds to be a first lien on the road. The large sums of money 
subscribed by the County and others were thus irrecoverably gone, or 
relegated to a secondary place in comparison with the preferred bonds. 
The Government introduced and passed an Act, taking the road into 
its own hands, and everything relating to its management was regul- 


to i 





ated by order of the Government; henceforth. It was during the 
period of these troubles that the name of the institution became the 
Northern Railway’ Company. And it was at this same period that 
Frederick W. Cumberland became the General Manager. 
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By the Act and Order-in-Council of 1859, the road was assumed 
or sequestrated by the Government, but was afterward revested in 
the company on certain conditions as to raising new capital, which 
were complied with, and the company reorganized. The Warden, 

 D. McConkey, stated to the Counci 





, June, 1860, that the most 
rigid economy was now practised by the Board and by the Superin- 
tendent, J. L. Grant. 


‘The railway company now decided upon spending £170,000 (sterl- 
ing) in works on the line before November 1, 1861. The contractors 
were the firm of Peto, Brassey & Betts, railway contractors, of whom 
the central figure was Thomas Brassey, of London, England, so well 
known then in connection with the construction of the Grand Trunk 
and of the Victoria Bridge at Montreal. The contractors were to 
maintain the road while the contract continued, and the line would be 
fenced throughout. By June, 1860, under the new auspices, the 
receipts of the road had increased. A reduction of the freight tariff 
took place, and three cents a mile was now charged for passenger 
fare. The Warden, on this occasion, spoke of the £50,000 stock as 
still belonging to the county. The question of ownership of the stock 
was in “‘Chancery”” and undecided when the Government sequestered 


the line, so it remained in the County's hands. 

Contracts for the restoration and maintenance of the road went 
into effect, October 1, 1860, At the date of the Council’s session in 
this month, the new iron had been delivered and operations com- 
menced. There were no steel rails then, nothing but iron, 


steel rails having come into use on Canadian railways 
1865 or later. 


Bessemer 
about the year 


Up to this time, ministers of the gospel, or clergymen, at the 
beginning of the railway, were allowed to travel over the road at the 
rate of half fare. The object had been to afford the more remote parts 
of the county the pris 





lege of hearing the gospel, where they were 
not able to maintain a clergyman, but the privilege had been abused. 
The new Board and management of the railway withheld this privilege. 





During the period of the restoration of the road, the long bridge 
near Tollendal, or trestlework, was converted from wood to iron. This 
trestlework was removed and the space filled with earth, except across 
the stream. The engraving is from a photograph shown at the His 
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torical Exhibition in Toronto, 1899. The bridge on the left, built 
from the model of Wm. Armstrong, is in course of removal, 186 

‘The financial difficulties through which the Northern Railway had 
been passing all this time, kept a troublesome question silent, but on 
the restoration of the road, this sprang into life again, This was the 
building of the branch (1 mile in length) across the head of Kempen- 
feldt Bay from Allandale to Barrie. Before June, 1855, arrangements 
for the construction of this branch had been entered into. Barrie had 
raised £3,000 to purchase the right of way for it, And although @ 
few prominent men were opposed to it, including T. R. Ferguson, it 
would probably have been built at this time but for the financial 
troubles upon which the railway company now entered. 

In 1857, the Barrie Council petitioned the Government for the 
extension of the boundaries of the town so as to embrace the station 
grounds at Allandale in Innisfil, together with some 4oo acres adjoin- 
ing the lake shore. The County Council, at its October session in 
that year, condemned the move and petitioned the Government against 
it. The proposal to annex Allandale to Barrie, came up again in Jan- 
uary, 1859, with the same result as before. So the branch’line slum- 
bered for about three years longer, during the period while the rail- 




















way was under a financial cloud. 

In the early part of 1862 the question was revived. It had been 
the original intention of the promotors to bring the Tine into Barrie, 
and with this understanding the town was to purchase the right of 
way across the head of the bay. As the company failed to bring the 
road to the town, it claimed damages against them, and Angus Mor- 
rison, M.P., for North Simcoe, brought a Bill into the House ‘to 
compel the company cither to refund the amount paid by the town or 
build a switch into Barrie.” Mr. Morrison withdrew the Bill, on the 
representations of Mr. Cumberland, and submitted the matter to 





arbitration, the result of which was an award of £5,000 or $20,000 
in favour of the town, Tt appears that when this matter came before 
the Board of railway directors, Mr. T. R. Ferguson, who as Warden 
was a member of the Board, voted against the award being paid to 
the town, which caused a sensation at the time. 

‘The commercial and business men of the town each time they 
went to the railway depot (Allandale) with or for freight, had to travel 
three miles. The railway directors (October, 1862) entered into an 
agreement with the town to make the switeh and the town purchased 
a portion, at least, of the right of way; or purchased the whole, and 
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paid only part of the purchase, but gave bonds under seal to make the 
titles perfect as soon as valued and paid for. The County Council this 
session (October, 1862) concluded the railway should have made the 
switch, and it directed the Warden to bring the matter before the 
dire 
award. 

Further delay occurring, the Town of Barrie instituted legal pro- 
ceedings in the Court of Chancery against the railway directors on 
account of their neglect and refusal to build the branch into the town. 
So the County Council (January, 1863), stepped into the breach and 
petitioned the Legislative Assembly to compel the Company to build 
the branch so that all litigation might cease. At the November ses- 
sion, 1863, the County Council loaned $4,000 to Barrie to complete 
the purchase of the right of way for the branch line, and during the 
next season the work was constructed. The formal opening of the 
branch to Barrie for traffic was celebrated on June 21, 1865, and thus 
was brought to a close a lasting source of unpleasant agitation. To 
the review and railway celebration on that date, the County Council 
granted $200, more especially to aid in entertaining the volunteers of 
this and the adjoining military districts brought together on the occa- 
sion. There was a large influx of visitors, and an exciting time, with 
the usual mutual laudation after the law had been invoked and had 
interfered to bring about compliance with an obligation incurred twelve 
years before. 

Some financial difficulty arose in the early sixties over the rail- 
way stock, and the method of providing for the payment of it. The 
debt incurred in December, 1850, to provide $200,000 of railroad 
stock, when first contracted, was to be paid off in twenty years, i. 
by 1870. The By-law (No. 10) so provided, although the debentures 
were afterward actually issued on January rst, 1852, and made pay- 
able on January 1, 1872. In June, 1861, Mr. Boys, the County 
Treasurer, sent a report to the Council showing the amounts actually 
raised by the county for railroad purposes from 1855 to 1860, viz., an 
aggregate of $138,758. This Railroad Sinking Fund in the County 
Treasurer's hands was a source from which money, on different occa- 
sions, was temporarily borrowed to pay other debts. This way of 
financing went on until it resulted in no Sinking Fund, as one might 
expect, lat 
way. The outcome was that the County Council, in January, 1867, 
passed a By-law to consolidate the debt of the County, and extend it 








‘ors to make it rather than grant the sum of money under the 




















and has often occurred in other municipalities in a simil 
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over a period of 15 years by the issue of a new series of debentures for 
$141,000, of which $63,000 was for railroad debt. Before the time 
was up for paying the railroad stock, the county had resorted to the 
expedient of “consolidation” by Act of Parliament. 

Soon after the payment of the debentures for the $200,000 rail- 
way stock, it transpired (June, 1873) with regard to the financial 
affairs of the Northern Railway that the road was at this time fully 
able to pay 5 per cent. upon all its stock. As this would give the 
County $10,000 annually, the Council advised that steps should be 
taken to protect the County’s interests. Popular indignation at not 
receiving any dividend on the railway stock again came up to be 
ventilated the next year, (June, 1874). The Warden and a deputa- 
tion of four reeves had gone to Ottawa in April, 1874, to urge that 
the County's interests should be protected, and they had an audience 
from the Premier, the Hon. Alex. Mackenzie. He asked them “what 
they considered their interests worth, and stated that whatever 
claims" they may have had from the £50,000 stock, he considered 
they were fully and amply repaid in the running of the road and the 
benefits conferred thereby. However, the Premier promised that, in 
the measure for the relief of the road which it was the intention of 
the Governiment to introduce, he would not do anything to injure the 
stock of the county or others, or place it in a worse position than it 
then occupied. 

While the County legislators wished to guard the interests of the 
people in this matter, they were alert to the other side of the ques- 
tion, The railway rolling stock had been notoriously inadequate to 
the wants of the district, and most of the people knew it. 
struction of the Hamilton & Northwestern line at this time also stimul- 
ated the Northern Railway Company to move themselves and provide 
better accommodation for the public. Accordingly, in view of the 
approaching N. R. R. Relief Bill, the County Council, in January, 
1875, memorialized the Governor-General to grant legislative relief 
that the railway could borrow money, re-stock the road and improve 
the roadway. 

‘A new source of alarm, perhaps groundless, soon made its appear- 
ance. The Council, or some prominent member of it, had learned 
that it was the intention of the Government, or some Member of 
Parliament, to introduce a Bill to deprive stockholders in the rail- 
way to the extent of the $200,000, and so the County Council was 
called together for a special session, March 18-20, 1875, to consider 
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the Bill before the House of Commons relating to the Northern Rail- 
way, which was named the Northern Railway Relief Bill and Con- 
solidation Bill. At this special session the Council sent a memorial 
to the Governor-General protesting against any interference with the 
standing of their stock, which they would not relinquish unless by way 
‘of bonus to the North Simcoe Railway Company. In due course of 
time, the Northern Railway Act of 1875 became law as 38 Vict., 











chapter 65. 

The autumn session (September, 1875) of the County Council was 
called especially early to consider railway matters. A special com- 
mittee on the disposal of the stock held by the county reported in 
favour of assisting such a re-arrangement of the railway’s capital 
account as would enable the company to raise the necessary funds 
for the purposes it had in view. They recommended a commutation 
of the $200,000 stock into new ordinary stock at 25 per cent. of its 
value, conditionally upon Toronto commuting also, and there were 
other conditions added. None of the conditions were satisfied, so the 
proposition fell through. 

Again, in January, 1876, a Bill was to be introduced at the 
approaching session of the Dominion Parliament to provide for alter- 
ations in the management and proprietory interest of the Northern 
Railway, and the Council were busy watching it, lest something detri- 
mental to the stock should be incorporated in the measure. The 
County Treasurer reported to the Council, in January, 1878, that the 
county’s stock in the Northern Railway had been, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, converted into sterling, and the new stock for £40,000 (ster!- 
ing) had been handed over to him. 

In October, 1878, a special committee of the Council, appointed 
to confer in regard to the stock held by the county, reported that 
“‘it would be to the interest of the county, etc., that the stock be 
” so that it could proceed with 
the improvements it had in view. This report raised a storm of dis- 
sent, and was left over until the January session, ie., given a 3 
months” hoist. 

In the Warden’s address, January, 1879, he mentioned that the 
Northern Railway Company (the North Simcoe Branch being now 
complete) had at the time 150 miles of railway exclusively in this 
county, with station houses, freight buildings, ete., all paying taxes 
annually. For some years the railway company had desired to change 
the gauge of the line from the broad gauge to the general standard 








surrendered to the Railway Company, 
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gauge of Canadian and American Railway systems, and thus open the 
traffic of the line to the markets of the continent generally, without 
transshipment of goods. The cost of making this change on the Ii 
of the Northern Railway was estimated at $300,000, and the Couneil- 
lors were now approached with a proposal to aid in this undertaking. 
F, W. Cumberland, the Managing-Director of the Northern Railway, 
had twice addressed the County Council during the preceding year 
(1878, in June and again in October) on matters relative to the rail- 











way, and had advocated its interests. He had even proposed that the 
County's stock in the railway ($200,000) should be written off, to 
enable the company to carry out the improvement. But there fol- 
lowed, a few weeks later, the amalgamation of the two railways, and 
this event, which is described more fully in the next chapter, deferred 
the question of changing the gauge for at least two more years. 











Chapter XV. 


THE H. & N. W. R, R., AND THE AMALGAMATED NORTHERN 
AND NORTH-WE N SYST 





‘THe Hasutron ano Norru-Western Raitway. 


When the project of building a railway from Hamilton to Simcoe 
County, first came before the public, the County Council petitioned 
the Ontario Legislature for a charter for the new line, which was to 
nilton to Hogg, Mundy, Sturgeon or Matchedash Bays, 
2). The same year the Act was passed in due course as 


run from H: 






(January, 187 
Vict, Chapter 55, (Ontario), chartering the new line as the Ham 
ilton & North-Western Railway 





At the January session, 1873, the Co 
by-law and ga 





nty Council introduced a 





e it two readings, preparatory to advertising it and 
submitting it to the ratepayers in the several townships concerned in 
passing it. Under this 
and complete the road within four years from the final passage of the 
by-law, and they were to receive « bonus of $300,000, the debentures 





“law, the railway company had to construct 


for which were issued for twenty years (i.e., extending to 1893). The 
onus to assist the new rail- 
way were the townships of West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, Adjala, 


municipalities undertaking to grant this b 





Mulmur, Tosorontio, Essa, Vespra, Sunnidale, Nottawasaga, and the 
towns of Batrie and Collingwood. The Township of Innisfil aiso 
granted a bonus of $20,000 on its own account to the railway, but did 
not belong to the group. 

After the session of the Council, a regul 
for the passage of the by-law in the municipalit 





F campaign commenced 
es just named. Onc 
of the most energetic advocates of the railroad bonus was Lieut.-Col. 


R. T. Banting, the County Clerk, who assisted Messrs. Young and 








others to stump” the townships in behalf of the measure, In due 
course of time it was passed by the people, and at the June session, 
1873, the Council gave it the third reading and finally adopted it. The 
debentures for $300,000 realized $357,700, or $57,700 more than ‘the 
face value of the debentures, which was derived from premiums, inter- 
est from the banks, etc. The debentures commanded a premium when- 
ever offered for sale. 
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At the same session, (June, 1873), the Council appointed the 
warden as director from this county on the Hamilton and North- 
Western Railway Board, and William Boys, Esq., of Barrie, (after~ 
ward Judge Boys), as the trustee on behalf of the county, the deber 
tures for the $300,000 being deposited with him for safe-keeping 
For this year (1873) and the next four years the warden of the time 
represented the county on the H. & N.-W, R. R. board. But as he 
had also to attend the board meetings of the Northern Railway, it was 
deemed advisable that a different director should be appointed for the 
H. & NW, R. R. Accordingly in January, 1878, the Council 
appointed by by-law a director for the H. & N.-W. R. R., and for a 
number of years afterward, appointed a new director at each January 











session for the ensuing year, The following list will show the direc- 


tors for the successive years. 


1878, Wm, McDermott, Tecumseth. 
1879, Wm, Switzer, Sunnidale. 

1880, John Stewart, Alliston, 

1881, David Dunn, Essa. 

1882, Dr. A, S. Kirkland, Nottawasag 
1883, John Kelly, Adjala, 
1884, Geo. Moberly, Collingwood. 
1885, Christopher Cooke, Tecumseth. 
1886, Jas. Hamilton, Nottawasaga. 
1887, Jonathan Sissons, Vespra 
1888, John Gallagher, Tosorontio, 
1889, Robert O’Brien, Collingwood. 








On the absorption of the, & N.<W. R. R, by the Grand Trunk 





director. 

Although the Council desired to assist the undertaking, there was, 
however, a re-action as a result of the late election to pass the by-law. 
From the experience gained in the recent proceedings, the County 
Council complained to the Legislative Assembly of the Act which 
grouped muncipalities for bonuses. It forced bonuses from muni- 
cipalities uninterested in the railways, in an arbitrary way, and so 
the Council asked the Legislature to repeal or amend the A 








For the year 1874, the townships and towns in the Hamilton Rail- 


way group, named above, paid a levy of three and one-third mills in 
180 























Lieut, Col. Rt. T, Banting, County Clerk, 1860-1902. 
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the dollar in addition to the usual levy for other matters. This burden 
bore heavily on some portions of the territory involved in making the 
payments. 


At the January session, 187 





the Council passed a resolution of 
great importance to the company. The company 





's agreement having 
been to the effect that they would let the contract for a line from 
Hamilton to Collingwood and Barrie, and the work of construction 
proceeded with not later than March 14, 1875, and the time for com- 
mencing it having almost expired without a prospect of the realiza- 
tion of the work, the Council resolved that the directors be requested 
to call a meeting of the shareholders and resign their trust to others 
with more energy and determination. At the same session (January, 
1875,) a special committee of the Council sent a telegram to John 
Stewart, President of the H. & N.-W. R. R., asking him to explain 
the prospects and position of the road, He wrote 
the unexpected delay in beginning the construction of the line. 
they had asked aid from the county, a great change had taken place 
in the “railway world of Canad: After the panic in the United 
States, railway earnings had fallen off, railway securities were dis- 
credited, and the stock for the railway had not been subscribed. There 
had also been delay in getting aid from Halton County. In the mean- 





letter explaining 











time they had advertised for tenders for the various works. Notwith- 
standing these assurances the Simcoe Council had little confidence in 
the arrangements. 

The special committee appointed to obtain the opinion of R. A. 
Harrison, Esq., and the county solicitor, in regard to the H. & N.-W. 
R. R. Company, recommended (September, 1875,) that the County 
Treasurer pay over to the railway trustees no more money. The Town- 
ship of West Gwillimbury filed a Bill of Complaint to have the deben- 
tures issued by the county to the railway returned to the county. The 





County Council, however, refused to be a party plaintiff in this suit. 
(January, 1876). For the year 1875, it required a special rate of three 
and two-third mills in the dollar from the municipalities in the Hamil- 
ton Railway group to meet the interest and principal of debentures. 
‘At the June session, 1876, John Stewart, President of the railway, 
with Philo Dayfoot, a director, addressed the County Council on 
the difficulties and prospects of the construction of the railway. The 
county’s relations with the H. & N.-W. R. R, Company being any- 
thing but satisfactory, the warden was instructed at this session to 
confer with the county solicitor as to issuing a 











d serving a mandamus 
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on the trustees of the railway restricting them from negotiating, touch- 
ing or dealing with the debentures given by the group and by 
Innisfil. 

The railway company being una 





le to complete their line within 
the time contemplated by their charter, they obtained an extension 
of the time for that purpose by an Act of the Legislature in 1876, 39 
Vict., Chapter 72, 1875-6, Statutes of Ontario, (‘An Act to further 
amend the Act relating to the Hamilton and North-Western Railway."") 
The company next agreed with municipalities interested to get an 
advance of $170,000 to enable them to build the portion of their line 
between Palgrave and Barrie as the main line, and defer 

and Collingwood branch, The County Council in January, 1877, 
memorialized the Legislature to have the company complete both lines 
together. The last named measure or agreement, which came before 
the Legislature in the early months of 1877, was embodied in a lengthy 
Act, which was passed as go Vict., Chapter 76, and it divided the 
$300,000 bonus into two parts, viz., $170,000 for the main line to 
Barrie, and $130,000 for the Collingwood branch from Beton, The 
Act also brought about a readjustment of the burden among the muni- 
cipalities of the group, 
passed a new by-law 





Beeton 

















in accordance with which the County Council 
June, 1877, levying a rate on the main line 
section, and another rate on the Collingwood branch. By a report 
adopted at the same session, the Council authorized the trustees to 
Pay over to the H. & N.-W. R. R. Company the unexpended portion 
of the bonus applicable to the construction of the main line (ise, of 








the $170,000), on the security of the rails and fastenings on their 
arrival at Montreal. It appears the times for the construction of the 
ines were fixed as follows: The main line during 1877, and the 
branch during 1878. The first passenger train was run from Clarks- 
ville (Beeton) to Hamilton on Wednesday, October 3, 1877. 

In January, 1878, just after the main line had been completed and 
was running to Barrie (it had been opened on December 3r, 1877), 





and the branch as far as Glencaien, the County Council sent a deputa- 
tion to the Legislature at Toronto to prevent the contemplated further 
extension of time for the completion of the branch line to Collingwood. 
At the same session, the Council also sent a memorial to the Lieut.- 
Governor-in-Council to aid the H. & N.-W. R. R. Company in extend- 
ing their line through the northern townships of the county to the 
Severn River, the intention of which was to connect ult 
the proposed Canada Pacific Railway. 








tely with 
As well as sending the deputa- 
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tion, the council also sent a memorial to the Legislative Assembly, 
protesting against extending the time for completion of the branch 
line. The rail 
for the completion of the branch, but were refused; and owing to 
these delays in the construction of all parts of the line, the levy for 
1876 on account of the H. & N.-W. R. R. appears in the books of 
led for that year. 


ay company applied for an extension of three years 








the treasurer as can 








Wm. Boys, Esq; 
county, October 22, 1 


been appointed trustee on behalf of the 
and on the conclusion of his work, January, 





1879, the council voted him a grant of $300. 


THe AMaLcamaten Noxtwern & Norta-Westerx Ranaways, 


The first “official”’ divulgence of the proposed amalgamation of 
the two railways of the county came before the County Coun 
June session, 1879. The Warden, (Chas. Cameron, of Collingwood), 
in his opening address, drew the council’s attention to an agreemen: 











betwen the Northern Railway and the Hamilton & North-Western 





Railway which would come into effect on July 1st. On the Board of 
directors of the Northern Railway, of which he was a member in his 
capacity of warden of the county, he had opposed the agreement, but 





it had been made between the two railway companies, notwithst 





ing his opposition to it. 

At an early stage of this session, the council appointed a special 
committee to confer with the county solicitor as to what steps it 
would be advisable to take in view of the approaching combination of 
the two companies. ‘The special committee, in their report, expressed 
their belief that the “pooling arrangement” about to be entered upon 








was owing to financial embarrassments, more especially on the part of 
the H. & N.-W. R. R, Company, which had led them to make the 
combination, On the part of that railway it was 





4 manifest violation 
of the promises and pledges publicly given to secure the bonuses in 
aid of their road.” This “‘pooling arrangement” had been entered 
into by the H. & N.-W. R. R. without acquainting the counc 


representative with its provisions. The committee looked on this as 











discourteous, to say the least, in view of the large amount of aid it 
had received from them, and the leniency that had been extended to 
it. Under the circumstances, they would not advise that any action 
should be taken. This decision was reached after they had submitted 
to their solicitor, D’Alton McCarthy, a series of five questions as to 
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the agreement. His answers to these questions were printed in the 
minutes for that session, (June, 1879), and they show a firm grasp of 
the broad questions at issue. 


With a view to smoothing the ruffled feelings of the councillors 
F. W. Cumberland, the railway manager, addressed the council at 
this session on the nature of the agreement of union between the two 
companies. He set forth the advantages the agreement would have 
in the effective working of both railroads, and the “happy and hene- 
ficial results the county would experience by the union.”” He promised 
that if the tariff would not be reduced, it would not be increased. 





‘The fair promises just mentioned pacified the indignant councillors 
for a brief time, but by the November session (1879) they were 
incensed more than ever, and the council now forwarded a memorial 
to the Provincial Secretary asking him to take action to compel the 
H. & N.-W. R. R. Company to fulfil the conditions upon which 
governmental and municipal aid was granted to it, An increase of 
the tariff, notwithstanding the fair promises, had given so much dis- 
satisfaction to a large portion of the county, that public indignation 
found vent at this se 











nin more than one strong resolution. The 
's expressed their belief that the rates of the 
Northern Railway had not been increased since the amalgamation, 
but they regretted that the rates of the H. & N.-W. R. R. had been 
largely increased. They held several consultations with Mr. Cumber- 
land, who mentioned that the rates were not higher than those of 
other railway companies 


committee on railwa 





At this session the council sent a memorial t6 the Governor- 
General of Canada complaining of the amalgamation and the result- 
ing higher rates. They asked the Government in this memorial to 
take steps to compel the H. & N.-W. R. R. Company to fulfil their 
original agreements, and also that the Railway Act of 1868 be in 
future enforced and made more stringent. Out of the council's indig. 
nation and public disappointment over the amalgamation grew the 
bill for a railway commission which was so strongly advocated by 








D’Alton McCarthy at several sessions of the Dominion Parliament and 
did not b 
death, This subject, in consequence, is so important, containing as it 





‘ome law in the shape he advocated until five years after his 


does the germ of a measure of so much moment to the whole Dominion 
of Canada, that it deserves rather more than a passing notice in our 


sketch of this question. 
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In the printed Minutes for this same session (November, 1879), 
which largely took the form of an indignation meeting, there appeared 
the legal opinions of James MacLennan, Q.C., and of D'Alton 
McCarthy, Q.C., on the amalgamation of the two railways. They 
both disagreed with the judgment of Vice-Chancellor Blake dismissing 
the action in Campbell vs. The Northern Railway Company, and both 
denied any special powers the companies had to amalgamate. 

In one way and another, the people of the county had contributed 
to the construction of the H. & N.-W. R. R. the handsome amount 
of $435,000 by way of bonus, largely through a desire to get a r 
that would be in competition with the old Northern line and 
would be a safeguard against its exactions. Hence it was no wonder 
there was widespread indignation over the formation of the Railway 
trust. A deputation appointed to wait on the Dominion and Ontario 


























Governments on the amalgamation reported, in June, 1880, that they 
Iearned neither of the Parliaments (Ottawa or 
give the relief required by the oppressed ratepayers. So in one sense, 
the plans to overcome the trust fizzled out, 

The amalgamated railways found it convenient to do as they 
pleased in more ways than by raising the rates. In June, 1883, we 
find there was only one train each day running to Collingwood, (and 
that on freight time) along the branch raitw: 





oronto) can or 








from Beeton, The 





committee of the County Council charged to look into this matter, 
could find no authority in the agreements to compel the company to 
continue the passenger and freight trains. However, it was resolved 
that George M. Evans, (the warden), John Kelly, (the count, 
tor), and Dr. Kirkland should make a deputation to wai 


's direc- 








on the 





ging director to give the usual train accommodation on the 
Collingwood branch. 

In January, 1887, we also find that the H. & N.-W. R.R. ceased 
stopping their passenger trains at Victoria station (Vine), to the incon 
s director was instructed to bring 
at the first meeting he should 














venience of the public. The county’ 





the matter before the railway board 
attend. 


Cuasce oF Gave, 


When the furore arising from the amalgamation began to sub- 
side, the railway company sent a petition (November, 1880) a 





the county to surrender their stock to enable the railway company to 
change the gauge, and F. W. Cumberland addressed the County 
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Council on the subject. While the council deplored the necessity for 
break of gauge and the existing barrier to commerce until the improve- 
ment should be made, and saw that a change of gauge would develop 
the county's resources, they would take no action on this occasion 
without getting further information. 





Again in January, 1881, Col. Cumberland addressed the council 
in relation to the Railway Bill before the Dominion Parliament for 
powers to raise new capital to change the gauge and add equipment. 
‘The Hamilton Railway had been constructed with the standard gauge, 
and the new Ontario & Pacific Junction Railway under construction 
had it, so the old Northern had to fall into line. The council’s com- 
mittee on Railways reported on this petition that it was in the interest 
of this county that the Bills should become law, and they prepared a 
petition to be forwarded to the House of Commons on this subject. 
‘Yet the unpopularity way with the council nearly resulted 
in the defeat of the committee's report, as it passed by only 27 to 20. 
The Bill passed the Dominion Parliament, and the gauge was changed 
in 1881. 

On the death of Lieut.-Col, F. W. Cumberland in 1881, the 
council expressed its regret in a resolution, referring to him as a 
gentleman whose labours had raised the Northern Railway from a 
mere wreck to be one of the best and most productive railways on 
the continent, and which had added much to the development and 
prosperity of this county. Walter Townsend succeeded him as 
manager of the Northern & North-Western Railway System for a 
short period, and afterward Mr. Barker succeeded Mr. Townsend. 





of the 








Fusion with THe Graxp TRuyk. 


An amalgamation or fusion of the N. & N.-W. R. R. and the 
Grand Trunk Railway being in contemplation as early as November, 
1882, the County Council, smarting from the late fusion of the two 





local lines, expressed the opinion that it would be detrimental to the 
commercial and farming interests of the county, and sent “memorials” 
to the Dominion and Provincial Parliaments to prevent if possible the 
fusion of the railways. There was no further attempt at that time to 
bring about the amalgamation. 





In January, 1887, the Northern, and Hamilton and North-Western 
Railway, the North Simcoe Railway, and the Pacific Junction R, R. 





Companies gave notice of their intention to apply to the Dominion 
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fe the companies. On this occasion 
ard the inter- 


Parliament for an Act to consol 
the council’s committee on railways were advised to gi 
ests of the county, and they in turn instructed Mr. McCarthy, the 
county’s solicitor, to watch proceedings in the House. 








he next step was taken in January, 1888, when Mr. Barker, the 
Managing Director of the N. & N.-W. R. R. addressed the council on 
the amalgamation scheme of the N. & N.-W. R. R. with the Grand 
Trunk. The council thereupon empowered Wm. Ford, of England, 
or Wm. Lethbridge to act as proxy and to concur in behalf of the 
ays. The council 









council in the transfer or amalgamation of the rail 
also instructed their director to concur in the transfer of the railway 
to the Grand Trunk Company, when it should come before the 
Northern Railway Board on January 26. The Grand Trunk thus 
assumed the N. & N.-W. R. R. system in January, 1888, 


Ma. MeCartuy’s Ratway Comission Brut 


As large bonus assistance had been given by the different munic! 
palities in Canada toward building railways, and as uniform rates fixed 
to suit different localities were of the greatest importance, the County 
Council, in November, 1882, memorialized the Dominion Govern- 
ment to pass the Act introduced by D’Alton McCarthy at the previous 
session of Parliament. As already stated, Mr, McCarthy’s Bill had 
its origin in the woeful experience of Simcoe County with railways,— 
the experience which has just been sketched in this chapter. The 
object of the Bill as at first introduced was to provide a means 
whereby the rates and freight charges made by the different railroads 
in the Dominion could be assimilated, and exorbitant rates regulated. 
Mr. McCarthy urged this measure with all his power, but it did not 
pass immediately 























sion of Parlia- 
ment there was passed an important measure entitled ‘An Act further 
to amend The Consolidated Railway Act, 1879, and to declare cer- 
tain lines of railway to be works for the general advantage of 
Canada.” This Act was an important step in the regulation of 
Canadian railways, and was assented to May, 1883, as 46. Vict., 
Chapter 24. 

The important feature of this Act was the declaration th: 
ways were works for the general advantage of Canada, because in a 
sense it was an assumption of Canadian railways for the general 


As a result of his efforts, however, at the next st 
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good. Aid had been granted by this county, and the various minor 
municipalities within it, to the extent of about $800,000, in bonuses, 
not to speak of the stock taken for the first railway built, By means 
of this $800,000, the construction of the following ys had by 
secured :— 





itv 








Hamilton and North-Western Railway. 
Northern Railway from Barrie to Gravenhurst, 
idland Railway from Orillia to Midland. 


North Simcoe Railway from Colwell to Penetanguishene, 








‘This aid had been granted on the understanding that the railways 
would continue as independent lines. Following the passage of this 
Railway Act of 1883, the County Council passed a resolution in June, 
1884, to the effect that the assumption of the railways by the Federal 
Parliament gives this county and minor municipalities a just claim to 
have the money refunded by the Dominion Government. Whether 





the Railway Act would warrant the sweeping interpretation here 
ps open to question. But the fact remains that this 
was the view adopted by the council, and at a subsequent session 
(January, 1885) the warden of the year (Robert Paton, of Sunnidale,) 
was instructed to represent this county at Ottawa, to co-operate with 
delegates from other counties to urge the claims of munici 
which had granted bonuses, for a recoupment of the monies, 





made, is. per 











‘The propo: 
the Act of 1883, at least so far as Mr. McCarthy was concerned, and 
the County Council gave him some support from time to time along 


al to regulate the rates on railways did not end with 


the lines which he was following. Thi 





sy deemed the monopoly which 


have of the carrying trade of the country to be 
detrimental to the agricultural interests, and in January, 188; 


the great railwa 





sent 
a memorial to the House of Commons asking it to pass an Act to 
assimilate the freight and passenger rates of the different ra 





Again, in November, 1885, the council sent another memorial to the 
House of 
different railways. 





mmons to pass Some measure to equalize the rates of the 


The Dominion Government in 1886 yielded to the agitation far 
enough to appoint a Royal Commission to enquire into and report on 
the advisability of appointing a permanent Railway 





Commission to 





regulate railway matters. Thereupon, the County Council in Novem- 
in that it is very 





ber, 1886, passed a resolution to voice their opi 








P. fe 


ior N 
‘and County Solicitor, 187 
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desirable and in the public interest that a permanent Railway Com- 
mission should be established by the Government. 

Again, in January, 1887, the council invited the Commissioners 
who were making the investigation to extend their enquiries to points 
on the Northern & North-Western Railway System, and to hold 











meetings at prominent places on the system to get testimony. On 
considering the best means of procuring evidence and bringing it 


before the Railway Commissioners, the council at its ni 





t session 
recommended that the reeves of the various municipalities furnish 
the warden with the names of one or more persons who can give 
valuable evidence, before June 25, 1887. This course was pursued, 
and much evidence obtained by the Commissioners. 

The Railway Act of 1888 was the outcome of the Commissioners’ 
report, but the Act did not satisfy the advocates of a permanent Com- 
mission, and another memorial was sent by the County Council to the 
House of Commons in June, 188. It pointed out that the same 
objections and difficulties still existed which existed before the Rail- 
way Act of 1888 was passed. The work of the Commissioners had 
not resulted in forming a permanent, independent tribunal, but the 
Privy Council Committee still continued to deal with railway com- 
plaints, and this petition asked for the appointment of a commission 
independent of the Privy C Committee. 

Various other efforts at re-opening the question were made from 
time to time, but without success. It was not until 1903, (five years 
after Mr. McCarthy's death), that the Railway Commission was 
appointed along the lines he had been advocating, and which had 
their origin in his experience of the ups and downs of railway 




















amalgamation in this county. 


A Speciat, Artempr to Controt Raiways. 


Tt was not long after the public indignation over the railway 
amalgamation had subsided, and the fervent resolve had been mad: 
by many persons to make railways generally “come to time,” till an 
opportunity arose of testing the new doctrine. Yet it shows how 
helpless the public were in those days in any contest with the railwa 
when it is recalled that it was not until after eight years of agitation 
that success was achieved in the particular case referred to. The 
matter arose in the following way. 

Early in the year 1882, the subject of dangerous crossing 
received some attention from the County Council. The railway track 
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at a level crossing in Allandale was used as a shunting yard by the 
railroad company and the crossing was considered to be unsafe to 
the travelling public. Persons had been killed there, and it came to 
be looked upon as a particularly dangerous crossing. By November, 
1882, it is reported, as a result of some correspondence on the sub- 
ject, that at this time the Northern Railway were considering the 
question of placing a man at the dangerous Allandale crossing with a 
flag to flag the trains and warn travellers of their approach. On 
instructions from the council, the clerk again, (in November), 
requested the railway company to place the crossing in a safer con- 
dition. Nothing came of the request, and two years later, (November, 
1884), the N. & N.W. R. R, was again requested to place some pro- 
tection for the public. 

‘One of the moving spirits in this agi 








ation for some years about 
this time was C. H, Ross, who was reeve of Barrie while these 
ecuring protection were made. Nothing having come of 
, 


efforts at 
the last reques 
in November, 188 
ascertain if the railway company intended to give proper protection to 
the travelling public at the crossing. When the deputation waited 
upon the railway company, it refused to give the public the protection 
necessary. The only remedy now left was to k 

the railway committee at Ottawa. But before doing so the chairman 








a special committee of the County Council was named 





, to interview the manager, Mr. Barker, and 


he grievance before 





of the council's railway committee was authorized, as a last resort, 





to lay the matter before the railway manager again, but the company 
again declined to place a man with flags at the dangerous crossing 
to prevent accidents. On reporting their attitude to the council in 
June following, the chairman was instructed to urge upon the company 
the need of making provision for the safety of the public at the place, 
and in the event of a refusal a deputation was appointed to place the 
Committee of the Privy Council. It does 
not appear that anything further was done at this time, and the absorp- 
tion of the N. & N.-W. R. R. 

In January, 1889, the ques 
again came up. The chairman of the council’s railway commit 





matter before the Railwa 





yystem by the Grand Trunk intervened, 





ion of this crossing so long in dispute, 








was instructed to write to the general manager of the G.T.R. 
bring before his notice the dangerous condition of the crossing and 


the necessity of placing some protection at it. The chairman wrote 





as he was instructed, and it resulted in a conference with the railway 
officials, but they refused to comply with the request unless the 
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county would bear a portion of the expense, which Mr. Stewart, the 
chairman, referred to, thought the county had no right to do. Col 
Tyrwhitt, M.P. for South 
matter before the Railway Committee of the Privy Council. That 
committee decided to take the matter up, and in January, 1890, asked 
that the complaint be put in proper form, and later they appointed a 
day for the hearing of the case, through Col. Tyrwhitt. Each muni- 
cipality interested sent a representative, viz., the County, Innisfil Town- 
ship and Barrie,—and Col. 





‘imeoe, was now requested to bring the 





rwhitt accompanied the deputation to 
Ottawa. They secured the object for which they had been appointed, 
the Railway Committee having ordered the G.T.R. to place gates at 
the crossing within a month. Gates were thereupon placed at the 
crossing, and since that time a gatekeeper with a flag protects the 


travellers on the approach of a train, 





Disposar. or THe Norrwery Ratway Stock. 


The separation of Mono and Mulmur townships from Simcoe 
County, after many years of connection with it, brought up the ques: 
tion of selling the Northern Railway stock, in November, 1881 
offer from Mr. Pepler of 30 cents on the dollar was not accepted, 
and it was thereupon advert 











-d for sale by public tender at an upset 
price of 4o cents on the dollar, but the council received no bid. On 
the withdrawal of Mono and Mulmur to form part of Dufferin County, 
they were given their share of the £40,000 (sterling) stock, leavi 
in the hands of Simcoe County, £36,275 (sterling). 

In January, 1883, Innisfil Township Council asked for their por- 











tion of the Northern Railway stock held by the county. But the 
County Council considered that it would tend to depreciate the value 
of the stock to divide it among the different municipalities, and did 
not grant the request. 

In July, 1904, 
through brokers at 14 3/8 cents on the dollar. The £36,276 thus 
realized to the county by the sale, the sum of $24,757.84, on July 20, 
1904, and in this way passed out of the county's hands the $200,000 
stock which had been such a bone of contention for 54 years, and on 
wh 





a sale of the railway stock was finally made 





the county had never realized from the railway company a 
cent of dividend or interest. 











Chapter XVI. 


OTHER RAILWAY LINES. 


In bonuses and in stock subscribed to the old Northern, the 
people of this county, through their municipal councils, contributed 
more t! 

time or another. Accordingly, no apology is needed for dwelling in 





1 $1,000,000 toward the construction of its railways at one 


a third chapter on some of the remaining facts in connection with 
this important subject 


Tue Mipiaxp Ratway. 


The Peterborough and Port Hope Railway Company was 
originally incorporated in 184 
some years afterward. The name of the company was changed to 
that of the ‘Port Hope, Lindsay and Beaverton Railway Company" 
by an Act J December 18, 1854, as 18 Vie. c. 
this new name it operated for some years, and constructed its line 
as far north as Beaverton. By another Act passed December 24, 
1869, as 33 Vic. c. 31, its name was still further changed to the 
“Midland Railway,” and it was given power by the same Act to 
extend its line from Beaverton to a harbour on Georgian Bay 


, but did not construct any railway until 








36, and under 








Beginning with this last named statute for making the change 
of name, no less than'ten Acts respecting the Midland Railway were 
passed by the Ontario Legislature up to 1882, (or one at almost 
every session), not to mention numerous Acts before 





d_since that 





period. This statute of March 10, 1882, just mentioned, brought 
about the consolidation of six smaller lines under the name of the 
fidland Railwa 
tion to its size, has required so much legislation as this one, which 





of Canada 





Perhaps no other railway, in rel 


has also operated under four different names. 

After the construction of its line to Georgian Bay, the Midland 
Railway Company failed to fence the track, although directed by 
statute to do so. In consequence of its neglect, the killing of horses 
The 
County Council, in January, 1880, complained to the Legislative 





and other farm stock was of frequent, if not of daily, occurrenc 


Assembly that the railway company did not attempt to replace or 
liquidate the losses, and it besought the Assembly to compel the com- 
pany to fence the line at once 


Ma (2087 








W. D. Ardagh, Warden 1869-71 
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Tue Muskoka Juxction Ratway. 


‘The extension of the Northern line to Orillia and beyond, from 
its point of departure on Lake Simcoe at Barrie, was undertaken in 
1869. A. J. Alport, W. D. Ardagh and 4s others petitioned the 
Ontario Legislature for an Act of Incorporation, and the Act was 
finally passed December 24, 1869, as ‘An Act to Incorporate the 
Toronto, Simcoe and Muskoka Junction Railway Company,” 33 Vic., 
chap. 30. What would now be regarded as a small capital for a 
railway, viz., $250,000, was named in the Act as the capital stock of 
the company. 

The list of 47 charter members of the company is itself of his 
erable number of the monied 









toric interest, as it contains a con: 
men of that time in this county, or those who were financially inter- 
ested in it. They were: A. J. Alport, W. D. Ardagh, Noah Barn- 
hart, G. L. Beardmore, A. H. Browning, Hugh M, Clarke, Henry 
Creswicke, A. P. Cockburn, Dalrymple Crawford, Fred. Cumberland 
M. Davis, Wm. G. Deacon, N. Dickey, A. P. Dodge, Wm. Elliot, 
R. J. Griffith, Wm. Hamilton, Robert Hay, C. Harvie, Alex. Hen- 
derson, W. H. Howland, Robert Leadlay, Wm. Lount, David 
Morrow, Thos. McConkey, J. D. Merrick, A. R. McMaster, Donald 
McKay, Hon, J. McMurrich, Angus Morrison, F. H. Medcalf, G. 
Perceval Ridout, R. J. Reckie, D. L. Sanson, Robert Simpson, John 
Steele, Frank Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Spratt, S. B. Harman, 
J. Teviotdale, D. Thurston, John Turner, John Wallis, Robert 
Walker, Robert Wilkes, and John World 

‘The construction and opening of this Muskoka branch of the 
Northern took place in 1870. Another Act to amend the original 
charter was passed February 15, 1871, as 34 Vie. chap. 53, by which 
the company could mortgage its line to the extent of $9,000 a mil 
Prior to the formation of this company, there had been a company 
chartered on January 23, 1869, by 32 Vie. chap. 80, but it does not 
appear to have accomplished anything. 

































The Muskoka Branch was completed in November, 1871 


Tue Norra Sivcor Ratway. 





For the construction of a railway from Barrie to Penetanguishene, 
the Ontario Legislature passed, on March 24, 1874, as 37 Vic. chap. 


34, “An Act to Incorporate the North Simcoe Railway Company.’ 
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The charter members of the company were: Alexander Manning, 
A. A. Thompson, H. H. Thompson, George Copeland, Wm. Moore 
Kelly, H. E. Jeffery, James hard 
Fuller, and Chas. Beck. A further Act to amend the chartering Act 
just mentioned, was passed December 21, 1874, as 38 Vic. chap. 53 
and gave power to the company to extend the line from Vespra to 
some point on the line of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway, or 
the Northern Railway, or any railway in York or Peel counties. 








rin McMurray, Thomas Ri 








The first time the County Council of Simcoe took definite steps 
in support of the N. S. Railway was in the following March, (1875), 
at a special session, when it resolved that the condition on which it 
would relinquish the Northern Railway stock ($200,000) as a bonus to 
the N. S. Railway was that it would be constructe 
guishene to connect with the Northern Railway in King or with the 
Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway (the “Narrow Gauge Line") in 
Albion Township. Again, in January, 1876, the County Council 
passed a resolution of confidence in the North Simcoe Railway, but 
did nothing substantial to aid it. This was doubtless because of the 
prevailing distrust in railways generally, the H. & NW. R. R. 
being delinquent in the construction of its line about this same period 








from Penetan- 














By this time the minor municipalities through which the N. S 
Railway line was surveyed had contributed largely to it by way of 
bonuses. Flos gave a bonus of $25,000, and Tiny, one of $50,000. 
In connection with the bonuses given by these two townships, a sub- 
sequent difficulty arose. They 
meet the payment of their debentures, which fell due in 1894, so just 
prior to that time, it became necessary for the townships to apply to 
the Ontario Legislature for special Acts to enable them to issue new 
debentures and take up the old ones. 








did not make the levy necessary to 








In October, 1876, James Saurin McMurray, of Toronto, Presi- 
dent of the North Simcoe Railway, addressed the County Council in 
reference to the affairs of the railway, showing the utility and prac- 
ticability of a central railway through the county. The council there- 











upon transmitted a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor in 





uncil 
praying that aid be granted to it, but carefully avoided the giving of 
any aid themselves. The most difficult portions of the line had by thi 
time been constructed ready for receiving the rails. The Chief 
son, who compiled 








Engineer of the N. S. Railway was John Dickii 
and issued a map of this county in 1878, giving the routes of the 
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various new railway lines that had been constructed in this period of 
railway building activity. 

The Ontario Government moved slowly in the matter of giving 
aid to the N. S. Railway, so the County Council, in January, 1877, 
again sent a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor praying that aid 





be granted to the com 





ny, as had been g 
And 
its appeal to the same in January, 1878. By the last named date, a 


anted to other railways in 








new sections of the country as no aid came, the council renewed 





lease of the N. S. Railway had been made to the Northern Railway 
Company. 
Upon the completion of the N. S. R. R. the ment and 


olficials of the N. R, R. gave the Cow 








y Council, at the time of i 





January session, 1879, a trip along the line, and the council of Pene- 





tanguishene gave them a public reception on their arrival there. Dr. 
Spohn made a vigorous effort at this same session of the County 
Council to get the $200,000 stock surrendered to the railway com- 
pany, on condition that they should change the gauge, and that the 
ctor of the railway company, but 








council should still nominate a dir 
the council decided not to surrender it. The first regular trains were 
run on the North Simcoe Railway in February, 1879 


‘Tue Fios Tramway. 


Soon after the opening of the North Simcoe Railway in 1879, a 
mvale to Hillsdale. When the Flos 





branch was projected from El 
Lumber Company applied to the Ontario Legislature for a Bill of 
Incorporation for the proposed tramway, the County Council, in 
January, 1880, memorialized the Legislature against it, ‘because it 
would be detrimental to the interests of the people.” The company 
asked extraordinary powers, and if allowed to build the road, the 
council claimed it would prove a monopoly. The council asked that 
the Bill be not allowed to pass unless the tariff of the company for 
freight and passengers be the same per mile as that of the North 
Simcoe and Northern Railways. 

‘The Legislature, however, passed the ‘‘Act to incorporate the 
Flos Tramway Company,” March 5, 1880. This Act authorized the 
construction of the tramway from near Elmvale station to Orr Lak 
and onward to Hillsdale. ‘The charter members of the company con- 
sisted of Wesley F. Orr, B. B. Osler, E. B. Osler, and Robert 


Cochran. 
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New Lives of THe C. P, R. ano THE C.N. O. R. 





The opening of a line of the Canadian Pacific Railw 
the county in recent years was an event of importance in railway 
affairs, but it did not affect the people so closely as did some of the 
other railway projects of former years, as it was built without muni- 
cipal aid from the parts through which it passed. In fact, it was 
built without either municipal or government aid, and was a short 
line from Toronto to connect with the main line of the C. P. R. near 
Sudbury. ‘This line was opened as far as Bala, on Lake Muskoka, in 
1907, and completed to Sudbury in June, 1908, A large bridge in Vespra 
‘Township near Midhurst is one of the largest trestleworks of its kind 
in existence. 

A new route to the north and west, the Canadian Northern 
Ontario Railway, was opened through a small portion of this county 


y through 

















at the northeast in November, 1906, the part crossed being for about 
Severn River, across parts of the 
townships of North Orillia and Matchedash. This line was at first 
known as the James Bay Railway, and the first portion opened for 
traffic at the time mentioned was from Toronto to Parry Sound. 


twelve miles from Washago to the 





Chapter XVII. 
CANALS. 
Tue Gronom Bay Cast Propecr. 


The much talked of Georgian Bay Canal,—the object of so much 
long-continued ard 
as part of it the Newmarket Canal, which has been so much in evi- 
dence within the last few years. As already stated in Chapter XIV. 
of this volume, the earliest attempt, in 183 
company to build a line of communication across the narrow part of 





igitation,—has never been realized, unless we re 





, at forming a chartered 





this Province, from Toronto to Georgian Bay, specified a railway or 
canal to Lake Simcoe and a canal for the remainder of the way. 
This did not result in anything. A period of silence ensued during 
which railway construction obscured canals, but the project was 
revived, and the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal Company was 
incorporated in 1856 under 19 and 20 Vic. c. 118. 

Prior to its incorporation, at a special meeting of the Simcoe 
County Council in August, 1855, the Counéil had granted £100 
toward making a survey of the contemplated canal, which was to 
connect the waters of the Upper Lakes with Lake Ontario and the 
seaboard. The shipment of large timber to the seaboard for ship 
building was then the chief consideration, as this county was finely 
wooded, but with the construction of iron and steel vessels at a 
later day, and the removal of the forests, thi 














consideration came to 
nought. The survey for the canal had not been completed at October, 
356, from lack of funds, but in the following January, the secretary 
of the Toronto Board of Trade sent the Engineer's Report on the 
yet the County Council did not make any further grant to it 
at that time. 

The preliminary report of the engineer contained plans and 
estimates of the undertaking. It placed the cost at from $21,000,000 
to $33,000,000, according to the route chosen, the report outlining 
four routes which might be followed. While tools and machinery 
might cost less to-day 57, and be 
more efficient, it is equally true that the price of labour has increased, 

















than they would have cost in 16 


and the engineer’s estimates for that day could not be lessened in 

any calculation of what the canal might cost at the present time. Fo: 

ully was engineer of the proposed canal, and at a 

later time, Thomas C. Keefer also made a report on the project. 
fess) 


a time, Kivas 1 




















212 1 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


In January, 1859, Rowland Burr, the promoter of the undertak- 
ing, addressed the County Council on the Georgian Bay Canal, and 
at this meeting forwarded a memorial on the subject to 
the Legislative Assembly. The charter would expire shortly, and it 
was necessary to make a start. The warden called a county public 
meeting for April 3, 1860, to urge upon the Government and the 
Legislature the claims of the canal. The meeting adopted a series of 





the count 











resolutions, and as a result of the agitation the Government granted 
£500 toward a survey, or the completion of the survey already under- 
taken. 

From the first appearance of Mr. Rowland Burr before the County 
Council, as above mentioned, to address them on the subject of the 
canal, down to recent times, the councillors were addressed more than 
fa dozen times on this project, by different advocates, chiefly by Mr. 
Burr, by Fred C. Capreol, and last of all by E, A. Macdonald, some 
time Mayor of Toronto. Mr. Burr again addressed the council in 
June, 1861, and the usual memorial to the Legislative Assembly fol- 
lowed. In October, of the same year, the council granted $500 for 














the use of their Special Committee on the subject, and the matter 
then dropped out of sight for three or four years, the $500 not being 
handed over to the Canal Company's treasurer until October, 1865 

In January, 1863, a Special Committee of the County Council 
memorialized the Legislative Assembly for a grant of land to aid the 








undertaking. At a conference held in Toronto previous to this time, 
it had been proposed to trarisfer the railroad stoék to the Canal Com- 
pany, so the Simcoe County Council at this session passed a by-law 
to sell £47,000 of the stock to the Toronto and Georgian Bay Canal 
Company, as it was called. The City of Toronto 
having carried out the agreement to give their stock in the Northern 
Railway to the Canal Company, the Simcoe Council, in June, 1865, 
repealed its by-law of the previous session (No. 140). The boring of 
the “Ridges” for tests was spoken of, and an engineer employed for 





self, however, not 





that purpose. 

By the year 1865, some of the persons incorporated as the mem- 
bers and directors of the Canal Company had died, others had 
departed and removed their residence out of the Province, others had 
become unable to act as provisional directors, and a majority of the 





remainder were desirous of being relieved from their office. Under 


these circumstances, a new Act to amend the original Act of incor- 
poration was introduced in Parliament by Thomas R. Ferguson, the 
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member for South Simcoe and Warden of the County, and a new 
list of charter members and provisional directors was inserted in it. 
This Act, which was assented to September 18, 1865, gave power 
to the company to extend its capital stock to $40,000,000, and also 
changed the name of the company to the “Huron and Ontario Ship 
Canal Company.’ 

New life having been infused into the project, the Simcoe County 
Council accepted the invitation of the President of the Canal Company 
to Toronto on January 31, 1866, to discuss the prospects of the work 
with York County Council and the Toronto Council. In January, 
1867, F. C. Capreol presented the Simcoe Council with a print of the 
first breaking of 
session memoralized the Government to make a grant of land in aid 














land for the canal, and the council at the same 


of its construction. From this time onward these ‘memorials’” to 





the Government became almost periodical, and were always unsuc- 
cessful, but Mr. Capreol persevered and frequently addressed the 
County Council in those years, his address being generally followed by 
the usual “memorial” to the Government. 

Another stir was made, and F. C. Capreol, (the president of the 
company), Warren Kennedy, and others addressed the County Coun- 
cil in June, 1874. The council, as usual, sent a memorial, recommend- 
ing a canal for vessels drawing not less than 14 feet of water; and 
they asked the Government to grant 10,000,000 acres of land needed 
by the company for raising the capital required. ‘An Act respecting 
the Huron and Ontario Ship Canal Company”” was passed December 
21, 1874, by the Ontario Legislature, as 38 Vic. c. 64, and related 
to the passing of by-laws by municipalities in aid of the canal, 











The next step of any importance was in January, 1878, when 
County Council granted $100 to the canal directorate to keep an office 
open for the information of capitalists and others, on condition that 
York County Council and Toronto City Council would contribute 
similar amounts (which they did). In January, 1879, Mr. Capreol’s 
periodical appeal to the council had a slight variation, ‘This time he 
submitted “drawings, plans, photos, ete., 











with references to 
hydraulic ift-lock power, requiring only 12 locks, instead of 48 for 


the canal as originally, and at about one-half of the original estimate 





of cost. The usual “memorial” went to the Legislative Assembly, 
as the result 
In November, 1879, the council sent a memorial to the Ontario 


Government asking them to set apart a sufficient sum (say $10,000) 
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in the estimates to complete a re-survey of the canal, A re-survey had 
become necessary from recent improvements in the working and con- 
struction of canals. Probably the last time Mr. Capreol addressed 
the council on the subject was in January, 1882, when he spoke at 
great length, strongly advocating the claims of the canal. His 
appeals hati now become pathetic, and the council which had hitherto 
been in the habit of sending ‘memorials’ to the Ontario Government, 
although the Dominion Government had in charge the subject of 
canals, with a Minister of Canals, now divested itself of any trace of 
partiality and memorialized both the Ontario and Dominion Govern 
‘ments for grants of land in aid of the scheme. 

The final act in the 
council approved of the proposed hydraulic lift-lock, and spoke well 
of Mr. Capreol. It again memorialized the Dominion and Provincial 








anal drama came in June, 1883, when the 


Governments for grants of land, but a clause granting $100 to Mr. 
preol was struck out of the committee’s report, and the curtain falls. 





Ten years afterward, the project was resurrected, and E. A. 
Macdonald, of Toronto, addressed the County Council in January, 
1894, on the need for a canal and aqueduct, the water power scheme 





having been attached to the revived canal project to give it a new 
form. The council approved of the plan, made a report on the matter, 
and sent copies of their report to the Dominion and Ontario Parlia~ 
ments. There was considerable agitation in the newspapers about 
this time, but the project fell more quickly than on former occasions, 





‘Tye Trent Vattey Canal. 








‘overnor in Council recognized 





As early as 1822, the Lieutenant. 
the importance of a line of communication between Lake Simcoe and 
the eastern parts of Upper Canada by employing Captain MacCaulay 
in the half-pay of the Royal Engineers to survey and make a report 
‘on the water communications to the Bay of Quinte. (Dom. Archives 
Report, 1897, State Papers, U.C., p. 148.) Various schemes were 
proposed for the improvement of navigation at different parts of the 
route from time to time after the survey above mentioned, and some 
into effect, especially the construction of locks at 








‘of them cart 


places of importance. 

‘The proposed Trent Canal as a Government undertaking comes 
up for the first time in November, 1879, when D'Alton McCarthy, 
M.P., sent to the County Council certain parliamentary papers rela- 
tive to the subject. In response, the council expressed its belief that 
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the scheme was a feasible and important one, especially if (as was 
stated) the route chosen be by way of Nottawasaga Bay, and they 
memoralized the House of Commons to open the canal, the cost hav- 
ing been estimated at less than $3,000,000. An amendment to omit 
Nottawasaga Bay as the terminus was voted down 
by 15 to 27. The amalgamation of the Northern and Hamilton rail- 








recommending 


ways a short time before, was what had given an impetus to the 
canal project. 

A silence on the part of the legislators then ensues until 1884, 
when a large deputation waited upon Sir Charles Tupper, the Minister 
of Railways and Canals, on February 5, and submitted a written peti 
tion in behalf of the undertaking. ‘The delegates represented twelve 








counties along the line of the proposed canal route. Sir Ch 
Tupper informed them that he had already app 
nine into the survey and make a very minute estimate of costs, 








nted an engineer to 





ex: 





ete. Simcoe was represented on that occasion, and the councils of 
1885 and 1886 sent memorials to the House of Commons asking for 
the advancement of the canal. The Dominion Government passed an 
Order-in-Council on October 8, 1887, authorizing the appointment of 
a Commission of Enquiry to examine and report on the question of 
the expediency of extending the Trent Valley navigation. Under date 
of December 17, 1890, the Commissioners made a report embodying 














the results of their investigations, and as further enquiry was deemed 
ued in office 

The carrying on of the agitation was in the hands of an orga 
zation called the Trent Valley Navigation Association, and to this 
Association in 1888, the Simcoe County Council granted 
$500 on condition that other counties should vote similar sums. In 
January, 1891, the County Council appointed a deputation consisting 
of the warden (Jonathan Sissons), T. S. Graham, and J. L. Burton, 
to visit Ottawa with deputations from other places along the route 
of the canal to press on the Government the importance of continuing 
the construction of the canal. Thereupon an appropriation of $5,000 
was made at the session of the House of Commons for the surveys of 
the sections proposed to be put under contract, viz., from Rice Lak: 
to Balsam Lake. Some time later, the contracts for the construction 
of these portions were awarded, into the details of which it is not 
necessary to enter, the origin of the undertaking having now been 
sketched. With the opening of the lift-lock at Kirkfield, formally, 
on July 6, 1907, navigation was then completed from Lake Simcoe 
as far as Rice Lake. 


necessary, the Commission was cont 























Chapter XVIII. 


OLD ELECTIONS AND PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTA- 
TION. 


During the 





stence of the Ninth Parliament of Upper Canada, 
Simcoe was set apart as a separate constituency for parliamentary 
purposes, and the first election to fill the seat was held in July, 1828. 
Wm. B. Robinson was the candidate of the Family Compact in this 
election, his opponent being John 
was but one polling place for the whole constituency—at Holland 
Landing—the returning officer was George Lount; and the poll 
was kept open for a week. An amusing incident is related of this 
political struggle which may be recorded as an example of the events 
that were wont to happen at elections in those days. It appears that 
Robinson kept an open house at Phelps’ tavern for the purpose of 
furnishing gratuitous eating and drinking to the free and independent 
electors—especially those who supported him. Cawthra, it is said, 
did the same in one of the houses at Johnson’s Landing. A soldier, 
who had received for his services in the Peninsular campaign a grant 
of land somewhere back in the county, and had settled on it, came out 
on Monday morning to vote and took up his quarters at Robinson’s 
booth in Phelps’ tavern, After feasting there all week at Robinson’s 








‘awthra, of Newmarket, There 








expense, and making himself generally conspicuous by his noise, he 
started off on 





Saturday, the last day of the election, to the polling 
owd of loafers and others, many of them half- 
intoxicated, but all anxious to see how he would vote, as vote by 
ballot had not yet been introduced. The voting took place at a 
wicket, quite high above the ground, and approached by a small 
stairway leading up to a platform in front of it. After voting, the 
elector descended another stairway leading down to the other side. 
The Peninsular veteran mounted this rostrum and presented himself 
at the wicket. Having been asked by the retur 
voted, he replied :—"‘I vote on this,’ throwing down the patent deed 
of his land at the same time, with flourish, “But which candidate 
do you vote for?” “Cawthra, 
hen arose a fierce outcry from the gang of loafers on the ground 











ing officer how he 


was the answer made in a loud voice. 








below, and he stood in great danger of getting hauled down from the 
(216) 
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rostrum and mobbed, because he had feasted at the expense of one 
candidate and voted for the other. But turning to the crowd in a 
hurry, he made the following oration: “Gintlemin! I sarved under 
Wellington in the Peninsoolar, Moi gineral'larnt me to faste on moi 
inimies, and be d—d if 1 haven’t done it.” 
pensioned veteran was a 

At this famous election, the first ever held for the County of 








After this explanation, the 





lowed to return home in safety. 





Simcoe, Cawthra was elected by the narrow majority of nine votes. 
‘Those who contested the county at the subsequent general elec 
tions, down to the Rebellion of 1837, are given in the following list. 


(The names of the successful candidates are italicised.) 
1830. John Cawthra.—IV’, B. Robinson. 


1834. Samuel Lount, IV’. B. Robinson, Benjamin Hawke. 
1836. Samuel Lount, W’. B. Robinson, James Wickens 





Tue ELecrion oF 1836. 


Sir F. B, Head dissolved the Upper Canadian Assembly, May 
28, 1836; the new elections commenced on June 20, and were to bi 
concluded on June 27. In the House of Assembly just d 








solved, con 


sisting of sixty-two members, the Reformers had a majority of eleven, 





but in the new House they were in a minority of twenty-five. The 
device of issuing patents to the settlers on condition that they would 
vote in this election against the party opposed to Sir Francis B. Head 
ibed in Chapter VI., (p. 54.) 





is notorious, and has already been desc 

Having been struck by the unusual number of patents issued by 
the Government to Medonte settlers in the latter part of May 
month of June, 1836, i.e. during the election contest, or just before 
the polling, the present writer made an estimate of the number, and 
found the issues of patents to be 


and the 





In the latter part of May vcs. 10 patents 
In June srendee 
Total fi asi 





of com- 
may be 


besides 53 in all the other months of 1836 combined. By w: 
paring this total of 108 for the one township during 1836, 
noted that in the same township 24 patents were issued during the 
whole of the year 1835, and 13 during the whole of the year 1837. 
So the motive is clear enough from the official records and figures 























i 
I 
i 
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what was the purport of the patent-granting carnival. June 13, 1836, 
was a memorable day for the patentees in Medonte, no less than 17 
having been granted on that day alone. 

In Nottawasaga, the record is equally damaging. From May 
24th to the end of the month, the Government issued 86 patents in 
that township, besides 24 in the early part of June. It is not known 
how far these were for actual settlers, and it would not be easy to 
ascertain at this day. But the writer has been unable to find more 
thaw about seventy families in Nottawasaga at this time, the list being 
given in the Appendix to the second volume, and yet the patents issued 








exceeded the whole number of settlers, As a large proportion of the 
patents issued at this fraudulent time were to women (the settlers" 
wives, persumably), suspicions may be held as to most of the lot. 
The issuing of so large a number of patents to women in Nottawasaga 
in May, 1836, just before the election, had doubtless a significance in 
connection with the approaching contest. To say the least they have 
a'“fishy’” look, many of them being in the first and second cone 





The Government also issued a few extra patents in Oro, Vespra 
and Sunnidale about this time (May and June, 1836), obviously with 
the same intention, but not to the same conspicuous extent as in 
Medonte and Nottawasaga. The fraudulent tactics accomplished the 
work intended, viz., the defeat of Samuel Lount, who was not favour- 
able to Sir F. B. Head, and there was a short-lived success of the Family 
Compact, for the time, but the rebellion at the end of the following 

, although suppressed, ultimately resulted in the dispersal of the 
Compact. 


















Since the troubles of 1837 in Upper Canada, there have been 
many family compacts in Canadian public 1 





Nearly every county 
has furnished its example, in which someone in authority has worked 
into offices all his uncles, nephews, cousins, and other relatives, and 
the public conscience has grown hardened by the spe 
now take this as a matter of course, and pay no gre: 

ys to what they repudiated strongly in 1837 
three or four years afterward. 





acle. People 





heed now-a- 
da 





ind within the next 





The pathetic story of S: 
W. L. Mackenzie that it 





muel Lount’s defeat is told so tersely by 
worth while reprinting it in this place. 








“The case of Samuel Lount, who was goaded into rebellion and 
hanged for high treason." From Lindsey's Life of W. L. Mackenzie 
Vol. 1, page 304. 
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‘On the 15th of February, 1837,” Mr. Mackenzie related, “Mr. 
Samuel Lount, the late upright and patriotic member for Simcoe, 
called at my house, accompanied by Mr. Thrift Meldrum, merchant 
id innkeeper in Barrie, and I mentioned to them that I was collect 
ing evidence for a pamphlet to expose the Government, as the exe- 
cutive influence had cheated me out of my right to do so through 
an election contest for the Second Riding. Mr. Lount took out his 
pocket memorandum book, and stated that Mr. Meldrum had been 
requested to open his tavern for Robinson and Wickens, at the time 
of the late election, and that he did so; that since the election he 
(Meldrum) had informed him (Lount) that on one occasion he (Mel- 
drum) accompanied Mr. Wellesley Ritchey, the Government Agent, 
from Toronto to the Upper Settlement; that Mr. Ritchey called him 
(Meldrum) to one side at Crew’s tavern, (lot 49, concession 1, 
Vaughan, near Richmond Hill), where the’ stage stopped, and told 
him that Sir Francis had employed him (Ritchey) to give the deeds 
to the settlers in Simcoe, and that he (Ritchey) wanted him (Meldrum) 
to assist in turning Lount out. Meldrum agreed to do his best, 
opened his house, and says that Wickens paid him faithfully for his 
liquor, etc. When Mr. Lount had read the above from his memorai 
dum, I asked Mr. Meldrum if he could swear to these facts; he sai 
he could, for they were perfectly correct. I then asked Mr. Lount, 
who gave me a number of important facts, why he did not contest 
the election, and he told me it would have been throwing £100 away, 
and losing time, for that no one who knew who the members were, 
could for a moment expect justice from them.”* 
































‘THe Famous Steete-Ropinson Evection. 


‘The general election for the first parliament of the United Prov- 
inces was held in the spring of 1841, the union 





waving heen formally 
proclaimed February roth of that year. As in almost every other 
constituen 





throughout the country, the election in Simcoe was 
attended with great excitement. The candidates were Captain Elmes 
Steele, of Medonte, and Wm. B. Robinson, Barrie was the only 
polling place for the whole constituency of Simcoe, it being the first 
election ever held in the town; and in full keeping with the imperfect 
voting facilities of that time the poll was kept open for a week, 
Whiskey was an important factor in the contest, and much of the 
turbulence may be traced to its influence. It is related that the shout- 
ing of the men, as they came and went on their way to the polling 
place, in sleighloads, could be heard along the leading roads to a 
distance of several miles. The scenes at the polling booth appear to 
have been much less peaceable and harmonious than those of later 
15 
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years under the ballot system, for pushing, pulling, and fighting were 
indulged in to no end. Sometimes one party gained possession of 
the polling place, and sometimes the other, keeping its opponents 
ing the franchise freely. 





from exer 





An amusing story in connection with this election is related of 
Charles McBeth, one of the early settlers of West Gwillimbury, who 
undertook to prepare several hundred cudgels for belligerent pur- 
poses. One of his neighbours, John Rose, went into the woodyard 
of a Barrie tavern, and found McBeth at the wood pile busily engaged 
in making these cudgels. Rose asked what he was doing there, and 
upon being informed, urged him to desist. McBeth, however, replied 
in the coolest possible manner that “‘he did not know but that all the 
cudgels would be needed before the election was over.” 


The late John McK 
“The greatest election of all was the Steele and W. B. Robinson elec- 
tion, which was held in Barrie, The crowd there was immense; the 
Robinson party wore badges, and took possession of the polling place. 
They seemed to be the strongest party for two or three days, but on 
Thursday a strong force of Steele’s men came from Thorah and 
Eldon, holding up a great flag, with large letters, ‘‘Thorah all for 
Steele.” There was a great giant holding the flag, and waving it over 





of Toronto, recorded his recollections thus : 








the ribbon men’s heads, forced the way up to the polling place; and 
from that out Steele led the poll. This great man’s name was Cam- 
eron, Friday morning you could pick up badges by the dozen, on 
the street. Captain Irving, of Yonge Street, was one of Steele’s 
great men, He drove a four-horse team backward and forward from 
Yonge Street to Barrie, and always heavily loaded. I remember the 
sleighing was good.” 

As already stated, the election on that occasion was attended 
with great excitement. At the polling booth in Barrie, the voting 
lasted for an entire week (beginning on Monday, March 8, 1841); 
while the marching, counter-marching, and drunken brawling at that 
election would be appalling to the modern citizen, 
is told of the design on one of the Steele banners. The candidate's 
name was Elmes or ‘Elm’ Steele; and so to make the words intel- 
ligible to every one, drunk or sober, a banner was inscribed, on which 
was pictured a woodsman’s axe, The handle denoted “Elm,” while 
the axe itself was ‘‘Steel;”” and the two parts signified the inscrip- 
tion underneath : ‘‘Elmes Steele, the Backwoodsman's Friend." 





An amusing story 





Ba 











Capt. Elmes Steole, M.P. for Simeoe, 1841-4 
By courtesy of Elmes and James Henderson, Toronto, 
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His name gave rise to one of the election poems’ of the time, 
in much the same way as the inscription on the banner just mentioned : 


Elm is wood, 
And steel is good, 
Both are tough, 
And that's enough. 





At the polls in those s always a great deal of 
violence. Making a comparison between the elections of the forties 
and those of the eighties, Sir Francis Hincks (‘Rer s of My 
Public Life,” p. 133) gives his opinion thus: ‘‘The influence of 
money has been to a great extent substituted for that of force.” 
Lieutenant-Colonel William E. O’Brien has given some interesting 
reminiscences of the Steele-Robinson election in his ‘Early Recollec- 
tions," which appeared in the Barrie Gasette of January 4, 1899, and 
also in Pioneer Papers (No. 1, p. 25) of the Simcoe County Pioneer 
and Historical Society. In both of these papers he recalls how, at 
the request of county magistrates for military aid, a detachment of 
the regular regiment then stationed in Toronto was sent up and 
quartered at Kempenféldt, but their services were not required. 

The occasion furnished, as it has been seen, a theme on which 
those inclined to poetical composition could produce some of their 
effusions. The most extensive production of this kind that has come 
under the writer's notice, was one beginning “Bill Robinson, poor 
Bill, Bill,” and purporting to be a song of sympathy with him over 
his defeat by Steele. It may be of interest to readers of to-day to give 
the doggerel as it has been recited to us by an aged settler. It is 
not given here for its literary value, or elevated style, but to illus- 
trate the life of a period 





ays there 





























But. Roninsox, Poor Brut, Bru 
(Tune: “John Anderson, my Jo, John.”’) 
Bill Robinson, poor Bill, Bill, 

You may go down to town, 
And let the Family Compact know 

Your colours were pulled down, 


By sturdy old Reformers, 
United they have been, 

To trample on your orange, Bill 
And hoist the white and green. 
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Bill Robinson, poor Bill, Bill, 
I'm sure you'll bear in mind, 

The rout you got on Patrick’s Day, 
When you got left behind. 





Also the Durham races, Bill, 
When you come out of town, 

With clubs and knives and Orange boys 
To pull Reformers down, 


You banished Rolph and Bidwell brave, 
Unto a distant land, 

The hanging of brave Van Shultz, 
And Lount of high renown, 


But now those times are altered, Bill, 
And altered they shall be, 

For Sydenham's our governor, 
And says he'll set us free 





The metre is the same as that of ‘John Anderson, my Jo, John,” 
and the rhyme, as in this class of literary product generally, had an 
attraction for the primitive mental life of the people here as well 
as elsewhere. 

Although on this occasion Captain Steele was the successful 
candidate, the heavy expenses incurred in the contest so completely 
resulted in his financial ruin that he never recovered from the blow, 
and at the next general election held in 1844 he was not a candidate 
for re-election, He had been elected as a Baldwin Reformer, but 
one account states that he gave only a wavering support to the Reform 
Party. However this may be, Captain Steele was a man who pos- 
sessed much independence of character, worked well in the interests 
of the county during his term in Parliament, and was disposed to 
deal with each public question, as it arose, entirely on its merits 
rather than along strict party lines. This course might not please 
Partisan crities whose first thought would be of defection; but if he 
defected, it was on the ground of the merits of the particular ques- 
tion with which he was dealing. At all events, he was accused of 
having broken faith with the Reform party and of having, after being 
two years in Parliament, transferred his support to the other party 
in the House of Assembly. In his later years he was always classed 
as a Baldwin Reformer. 
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SuBSEQUENT ExEcrions oF THE Hox. Wa. B. Ronixsox 


At the next general election, held in September, 1844, which was 
for the second Union Parliament, there was a contest (whether mock 
or real is not obvious) between Wellesley Richey and Wm. B. Rob- 
inson, resulting in the election of the latter. A few weeks after his 
election, Mr. Robinson accepted (on December 20, 1844) the position 
of Inspector-General (an office known at a later time as Minister of 








Finance) in the new Draper ministry, and was re-e 
13) 1845, by his constituents. But within a few weeks, during the 
following session of the Assembly, he resigned this office owing to 
difference of opinion on Mr. Draper’s University Bill, which, after 
ad a second time (March 18, 1845) was then dropped 





fed on January 





it was 5 





In 1846, more than a year after Mr. Robinson had resigned the 
Inspector-Generalship, he accepted the office of Chief Commissioner 
of Public Works in the Government. upon seeking re-election by 
his constituents, he was again returned for this county. 
these two last named bye-elections, he was opposed by William Hume 
Blake, but was successful, as stated. It was during his term of office 
in the Chief-Commissionership of Public Works that he effected the 
passage of the grants for the improvement of the Penetanguishene 
Road throughout the entire length of the county, as already described 
in chapter X. of this volume. 


In one of 








During the long term of his membership of Parliament, lasting 
from 1830 until 1857 (with the exception of the term, 1841-4, when 
Captain Steele was the member), the Hon. William Benjamin Robin- 
son looked well after the interests of the county. He made a 
through parts of it in 1837 or about that time purposely to settle the 
vexed question as to the choice of the county town, or at any rate to 
satisfy himself what the choice should be. As Commissioner, he 
made the treaties with the Ojibway Indians for the lands east and 
north of Lake Huron (now Georgian Bay) and Lake Superior, in the 
year 1850. These were called the Robinson Treaties, and are now 
regarded as important transactions in the history of this Province. 
He was also the head of the Canada Company for a length of time, 
and occupied many responsible positions in the affairs of the country. 
He was married, but left no family, and his death took place about 
the year 1875, 
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Dissolution of the Second Parliament took place in June, 1848, 
and in the ensuing election Hon. W. B. Robinson was returned with- 
out opposition. ‘The next election came on December 13 and 14, 
1851, and Alfred Willson, of Bell Ewart, who had been a firm sup- 
porter of Mr. Robinson's until 1849, now became the Reform candi- 
fe; it having been only on the night previous to the day of nomina- 
tion that opposition to Hon. Mr. Robinson was started. The 
requisition to Mr. Willson to become a candidate, printed in the 
Barrie Magnet of that time, shows the questions that were agitating 
the public mind on that occasion, viz., “‘the settlement of the Clergy 
Reserves, the Rectories repealed, the Court of Chancery abolished, 
law made cheap, and retrenchment in the public expenditure.” 











Mr. Robinson was again successful, and the state of the polls 


on that occasion may have some interest for modern readers : 











‘Townships Robinson. Willson. 
Adjala .. i ov 26 
Artemesia ° 
Collingwood and Euphrasia 1 
Essa un 
Gwillimbury 44 
Innisfil 39 
Mono 4 
Malmur 

Medonte a 

Nottawasaga and Osprey 

Oro 





Orillia, ete, 
St. Vincent 





35 

Tiny and Tay 5 

Tecumseth 120 16 

Tossorontio . os 24 2 

Vespra, ete. . 80 97 
1183 424 


Total votes polled, 1,607. 
Majority for Robinson, 
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In the Fourth Parliament which followed, the Representation Bill 
of 1853 gave the county two members, and accordingly, the 
was divided for electoral purposes into the north and south 
continuing so divided down to the Redistribution of seats in 1882. 
In the election for North Simcoe, which took place in 1834, 
Sanson, of Orillia, was defeated by Angus Morrison. The 
where all voters were entertained during 





county 





ings, 





James 
vote was taken at Barri 
their stay at the expense of the candidates, the polls being kept open 





for two days. The votes polled on that occasion were as follows’: 














Sanson. Morrison, 

Barrie 56 45 
Flos . 33 3 
‘Medonte 63 
Nottawasaga 79 
Orillia 38 
Oro 5 143 
Tay and Tiny ....... 83 2 
Vespra and Sunnidale 2 "4 

495 452 


Angus Morrison who was elected on this occasion was a brother 
of the Hon. J. C. Morrison, the President of the Northern Railway 
at that time, which may have assisted him to win the election, and 
in subsequent ‘times he was mayor of Toronto for a term of three 
years, (1876-7-8), 

‘The candidates at the general elections succeeding that of 185¢ 
‘ven in the following list, the names of the successful ones being 








italicised. 





NortH Sincor 





Ingus Morrison, James Sanson. 
Angus Morrison, (by acclamation). 


D. McConkey, Angus Morrison. 








1861—D’Arcy Boulton, 

. D. McConkey, Angus Morrison. 
D. McConkey (by acclamation). 

1872—H. H. Cook, D’Alton McCarthy 

1874—(January agth), H. H. Cook, D’Alton McCarthy. 

1874—(December) H. H. Cook, D. McCarthy, 

1878—H. H. Cook, D’Alton McCarthy. 























230 4 HIS 





TORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 





North Simcoe was in 18 





divided into east and west ridings, the 
{ contests since then being as follows: 


Noktn (West) Sivcoz, 


1882—Chas. Drury, D’Alton McCarthy. 
1887—Hon. T. W. Anglin, D’Alton McCarthy. 

1891—H. H. Cook, D’Alton McCarthy. 

1896—Haughton Lennox, D’Alton McCarthy, E, Stewart 
1898—Leighton G. McCarthy, Jas. Martin. 

1g00—Chas, Cameron, Leighton G. McCarthy. 

1904—J. A. Currie, Leighton G. McCarthy. 

1908—J. A. Currie, D. Wilson. 








D’Alton McCarthy, the member for North Simcoe, came into 
rather more than usual prominence throughout Canada in 1887, on 

it account of an attack he made in Parliament upon the Jesuit Estates 
, Act of the Province of Quebec. That Province, before the Union of 
| t 1841, had misapplied the Jesuits’ estates,—which was property 
ty destined for purposes of education,—to other services. Many years 
afterward, this misappropriation came up for settlement, and the 

measure for redress passed by the Provincial Legislature of Quebec, 
gave rise to the discussion above mentioned. Mr. McCarthy’s motion 


a in the House of Commons received only thirteen votes. 
a East Simcoe. 
| 
it 1882—H. H. Cook, J. Quinn, 





1887—H. H. Cook, J. Quinn 

1891—W. H. Bennett, P. H. Spohn. 

1892—W. H. Bennett, P. H. Spohn. 

i 1896—D. Anderson, HW’. H. Bennett, H. H. Cook. 





1900. H. Bennett, Geo. Chew. 
1904—IV. H. Bennett, R, D. Gunn. 
1908—W. H. Bennett, W. Manley Chew. 


Sourn Simcor. 


1854—Hon. WW. B. Robinson, (by acclamation). 
1857—Thos, R. Ferguson, Thomas Maconchy, Hon. W. B. 
Robinson. 


1861—A. Armstrong, T. R. Ferguson. 
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1863—T. R. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 
1867—IV. C. Little, Thos. Saunders. 
1872—IV. C. Little, (by acclamation). 
1874—IV. C. Little, (by acclamation). 
1878—George Fletcher, IV. C. Little. 
1882—David Dunn, Richard Tyrwhitt. 
1887—Richard Tyrwhitt, 
1891—Richard Tyrwhitt, (by acclamation). 
1896—Thos. W. Lennox, Richard Tyrwhitt 
1900—Haughton Lennox, Joseph Whiteside, 
1904—W. C. Henry, Haughton Lennox. 
1908—James Campbell, Haughton Lennox 





















It may be noticed in the above list that the Hon, W. B. Robin- 
son, who had represented Simcoe County, or some part of it, for so 
many years, was defeated in 1857 in a “three-cornered” contest by 
Thomas R. Ferguson, the Reeve of Innisfil Township. In subsequent 
years, ‘Tom’? Ferguson became noted for having a personal follow: 





ing of young men from Cookstown and its vicinity, who acquired the 





name of “Ferguson's Lambs” from their readiness to “‘baa-a-a 
loudly in the public meetings when their political opponents were 
speaking. He himself had perhaps something to do with fixing the 
nickname of ‘Lambs’ upon them more securely, as at a public meet 
ing once, when they were 
hand, and called to them, ‘Peace, my lambs,” and there was silence 





aa-ing"’ too loudly, he arose, waved his 


after it. After Confederation, he chose to represent South Simcoe 
in the Ontario Legislature. 

Since Confederation, in 1867, the different contests in this 
county for the Ontario Legislature have been as follows : 





Nort Sincor. 


1867—I’'m, Lount, Angus Morrison, 
1871—IV. D. Ardagh, H. H. Cook, William Lount. 
After this time, the riding was divided into West and East 
Simcoe. 





Wesr Simcoe 


Thomas Long, T. D. McConkey. 
1879—Thomas Long, O. J. Phelps. 
1883—(February) G. Moberly, O. J. Phelps. 
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1883—(December) 0. J. Phelps, Thos. Wylie. 
1886—(December) W. J. Frame, Thos. Wylie. 
1890—Jos. Hood, Thomas Wylie. 
1894—Archibald Currie, J. S. Duff. 
1898—Archibald Currie, J. S. Duff. 

1go2—J. S. Duff, A. B. Spencer. 

1905—J. Bifnie, J. S. Duff. 

1g08—Joseph A. Akitt, J. S. Duff. 





On the acceptance by Mr. Duff of the position of Minister of 
Agriculture, in October, 1908, and seeking re-election by his con- 
stituents, he was returned without opposition. 


CENTRE Smucor. 


1886—William Harvey, O. J. Phelps 
s890-—Arthur Craig, Robert Paton. 

1894— Jas. Coutts, R. Paton, A, B. Thompson 
1898—D. Davidson, 4. B. Thompson, A, Train, 
D. Davidson, A. B. Thompson. 

1905—C. E. Hewson, A. B. Thompson. 
1908.—R. Graham, A. B. Thompson. 








East Sincor. 


1875—Joln Kean, Hugh Sutherland. 
1879—H. H. Cook, John C. Steele. 
1882—Chas, Drury, Dr. Slaven. 
1883—Chas. Drury, H. H. Thompson. 
1886—J. B. Clarke, Chas. Drury, 
1890-—Chas. Drury, 4. Miscampbell. 
189g—W. M. Harvey, W. Lawson, 4. Miscampbell. 
1898—W. M. Harvey, 4. Miscampbell. 
R. H. Jupp, J- B. Tudhope. 
5—J. McCosh, J. B. Tudhope. 
1908—Jas. I. Hart, J. B. Tudhope. 








Sours Simcoe. 


1867—T. R. Ferguson, (by acclamation), 
3871—T. R. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 
1873—(December) D’Arcy Boulton, Thomas Saunders. 
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1875—D’Arcy Boulton, Richard Snelling. 
1875—George Dinwoodie. Hon. Wm. McDougall. 
1878—William J. Parkhill, J. W. H. Wi 
1879—IVilliam J. Parkhill, (by acclamation), 
1883—J. G. Hood, Geo. P. McKay. 











CaRDWELL. 


1886.1”. H. Hammell, — Proctor 
1890-—IV. H. Hammell, H. Lennox. 
1894—E. Jeffs, E. A. Little, Chas. Robinson. 








1898- A. Little, Wm, Wright, 
1902—— Hutton, E. 4. Little. 
1905—E. A. Little, John Semple. 


1906—Alex. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 
1908—Alex. Ferguson, (by acclamation). 


Tue County Duxixc THE PeRiop oF ay ELEcTED Lecistative 
Counc. (SENATE) 





For a period of ten or eleven years the Legislative Council, or 
Senate, as it is now called, was made elective. By an Act of 1856, 
(19 and 20 Vict. chap. 140), making the Legislative Council ele: 
the Saugeen Electoral Division was made to consist of the counties 
of Grey and Bruce, and the North Riding of Simcoe. The Midland 
Electoral Division was to consist of the North Riding of York, and 
the South Riding of Simcoe. Members were to be elected for eight 
‘ars but only twelve constituencies were to return members at the 
rst elections to be held under the Act, in 1856, and twelve more 
-y second year thereafter. The Saugeen Division was in the first 
group, but the Midland Division did not come into the list of elec 
tions until 1862, when the Hon, Wm, McMaster, of Toronto, was 
elected over Mr. Gamble, and represented the Division until Con- 
federation, and then a new order of things came 

In 1856, when the Legislative Council first became an elective 
body, the Hon. Jas. Patton contested successfully the Saugeen Divi- 
sion (Bruce, Grey and North Simcoe), against John McMurrich and 
Mr. Beaty. The Macdonald-Sicotte Ministry offered the Hon. Mr. 
Patton a seat in the Cabinet as Solicitor-General, West, but when he 
sought re-election from his constituents for the Saugeen District, 






































i 234 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 


May rst, 1862, he was defeated by a majority of 769, by the Hon. 
1 John McMurrich, who held the position for the unexpired term of two 

years. David L, Macpherson (afterward Sir David) was then elected 
to represent the Saugeen District in the Legislative Council from 1864 
until Confederation. 
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Chapter XIX. 





GENERAL COUNTY ADMINISTRATION. 
THE FoRMaTION oF Sicoz County. 


imcoe came into e 





As early as 1768, 
by the Act, 38 Geo. III, chap. 5. This Act created some new counties, 
one of which was Simcoe, but these were for military purposes, and 
related to enlistment; they were counties projected on paper rather 
than with an actual existence, being merely the division of the map 
of Upper Canada into shires with a Lieutenant for each shire. The 
itary mapping or setting apart, in 1798, was a theoretical one so 
far as Simcoe was concerned, but it was the first distinct separation of 
the county, from which the later separations sprang. 

More definite boundaries were laid down for 
1821, most of its townships having been surveyed by that time. These 
definite boundaries appeared in the Act, 2 Geo. IV., 1st session, 
chap. 3. 

Another Act in 4 George IV., (and session), providing for elec~ 
tions for the Assembly, still further set apart 
ter representation and registration of property."" In accordance with 
this Act, Simcoe County obtained a Member of the Assembly at the 


fence as a distinct County, 














imcoe County in 


meoe County “for bet- 








next general election, and as elections then depended on a man’s land 


deed, it was in accordance with this Act that George Lount of Holland 
Landing was appointed Registrar for Simcoe in 1826 for the registra- 





tion of land deeds. 

The next step in the development of the county was the passage o1 
an Act, 7 Wm. IV., chap 32, (March 4, 1837), by which the Legisl 
ture of Upper Canada set apart Simcoe District, naming the townships 
therein, and gave authority to raise £4,000 for the erection of a jail 
and court house. The next year, another Act, 1 Vict. (2nd session), 
chap. 39, gave authority for levying an additional tax on the ratepay- 
ers of the county, not to exceed rd, in the pound, until the payment of 
the £4,000 should be completed. A further Act was passed in 1841, 
(4 and 5 Vict., chap. 78) to authorize a debt of £3,000 more, in addi- 
tion to the former loan, as the earlier sum of £4,000 had not proved 
sufficient to erect the county buildings. 

16 (235) 
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The Act of 1837 provided for the issue of a Proclamation by the 
Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council ‘to declare the County of Simcoe to be 
& separate and distinct District.” After the Court House and Jail 
had been erected, the Governor-General's P: 
on January rr, 1843, and 
new District 


‘roclamation was duly issued 





coe, thereafter, was a fully established 
The officials appointed by the Government for the new 
District, were the following :— 

James Robert Gowan, Judge. 

Benjamin Walker Smith, Sherifl. 

Jonathan Lane, Clerk of the Court. 

William B. MeVity, Clerk of the Peace. 

Moses Hayter, Jailer. 








These officials were appointed by the Baldwin Government, The 
game of politics was much the same in that day as at the present day. 
There had been a list of men prepared, ticketed and slated for the new 
offices, but there was a change of Government before the 





me came for 
appointing the officials, and the Baldwin Government took office in 
time to make the appointments. Then followed much disappointment 
on the part of those who had been expecting office in the new county. 
The Magistrates in Quarter Sessions were largely of the disappointed 
party, and threatened to make matter 
but in course of time all diffi 
affairs began to proceed h: 








run otherwise than smoothly, 
ulties were overcome, and the county's 
rmoniously, 








e 





ounty JuncEs, 


Judge Gowan, afterwards Sir James R, Gowan, was an 


ative of 
Ireland, having been born there in 1815, 


He came to Canada in 1832, 
and while still a young man, 
received the appointment of Judge in the newly erected County of 
Simcoe. Throughout his long career as a Judge, he proved to be a 
jurist of much ability, and acquired more than a county reputation. 
He gave amended particulars for the Division Courts Act, framed 
under the direction of Sir John A. Macdonald, and on various occa- 
sions gave assistance to develop the growth of the other legal institu: 


entered the profession of law in Toronto, 











tions of the country. After 4o years’ service as Judge of the County, 

he resigned in 1883, and about a year later he was elevated to the 

Senate of Canada. In this position he became useful owing to his 

varied legal knowledge and experience. He took an active interest in 

the Codification of the Criminal Law in 1892, and in various other 
16a 
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measures of importance, He resigned the Senatorship in 1907, and 
died March 18, 1909, 

Up to the year 1872, Judge Gowan carried on, without aid, the 
arduous work of his judicial territory, which included the districts as 
far north as the French River. In October, 1872, the Government 
appointed a junior judge to assist him, in the person of John A. 
Ardagh, son of the Rev. S. B. Ardagh, who has been mentioned else- 
where in this work, Upon Judge Gowan’s resignation as Senio 
in September, 1883, Judge Ardagh was promoted to the posi 
Senior Judge, and William F. A. Boys was appointed Junior Judge. 
When Judge Boys resigned in 1908, E. A. Wismer, of E 
was appointed Junior Judge. 














Snerires, 


Benjamin W. Smith, 1843-75. 
‘Thomas D. McConkey, 1875-90. 
Orson J. Phelps, 1890-94. 
Charles Drury, 1894-1995. 
William M. Harvey, 1995, 





CLeRKs oF THE Court 


Jonathan Lane, 1843-70. 

James C, Morrow, 1870-7. 

John MeL. Stevenson, 1877-1906, 

E. A. Little, 1906. 

John McCosh, Deputy Clerk of the Crown, 1907. 


Cureks or THe PEAcr 


William B. MeVity, 1843-77. 
James R. Cotter, 187. 


County Crown Arrorveys 
(An office created in 1858). 
Henry B. Hopkins, 1858-62. 
James R. Cotter, 1862. 

Jatters, 
Moses Hayter, 1843-52. 
Alexander Lang, 1852-06. 
Jonathan Sissons, 1896. 
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DRY OF SIMCO. 





COUNTY. 
‘Tne “Oxp Survey” or West Gwittimpury. 


The County had not been in existence any length of time before 
an agitation arose to annex the part of West Gwillimbury called the 
“Old Survey” to the County of York. ‘The agitation probably gained 
strength from the excessive cost of the new county buildings and the 
crookedness in connection with the payment for them. Although the 
Holland River was a natural boundary, and a proper one to divide two 
counties, for some years the Simcoe District Council fought hard 





against dismemberment to the small extent of this corner of its ter 
ritory. 

In February, 1845, a petition was before Parliament to attach the 
above mentioned portion of West Gwillimbury south of the Holland 
River to the Home District. The Simcoe District Council viewed 
this as seriously 
tion against the proposal. ‘The House thereupon disallowed the 
measure. 





jurious to its interests, and drew up a strong peti- 


After the undertaking by Simcoe in December, 1850, to subscribe 
for stock in the Northern Railway, and the prospect of an increase of 
the taxes, the question of separation again came up, and was a lively 
topic when the Simcoe County Council met in June, 1851. The advo- 
cates of separation represented that an impassable swamp separated 
this tract from the rest of the county. Although the Simcoe Council 
planked the main road through the tract during the same summer, the 
separation came into effect this time, and the strip of land was there~ 
upon annexed to York County 





In settling the claim for the “*Old Survey’ set off from Simcoe at 
this time, some difficulty arose. The united Counties of York, Ontario 
and Peel, which then formed the York County Council, appointed 
John W. Gamble as their arbitrator, while Simcoe County Council, 
in June, 1853, appointed the Hon. W. B. Robinson as its arbitrator. 
The two disagreed or failed to reach a decision, and an umpire or 
third arbitrator was appointed, viz., John H. Hagerty, Esq. 

The sum finally awarded to Simcoe in the arbitration was £536 
s. 2d, the items considered in making the award being the new Jail 
and Court House, the Railroad debt, and the Plank Road debt. This 
sum was far short of what the Simeoe County Council demanded or 
expected, and Mr. Robinson withheld his signature from the award, 
as he considered it unjust to the county 





John A. Ardaph, Junior Judge, 18 
Sensor Judge, 1883 
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‘Muskoka Np Parry Sour 





After the Treaty with the Ojibway Indians of Lake Huron, made 
by the Hon. W. B. Robinson in the year 1850, the Government passed 
an Act (14 and 15 Viet. chap. 5) in 1851, known as the Territorial 
Divisions Act, by which the extensive tract from the Severn to French 
River newly acquired from the Indians was added to Simcoe County. 
This territory in later years has been divided into nearly seventy town- 
ships, lying mostly within the Districts of Muskoka and Pacry 
Sound. The Simcoe County Council, not knowing what their newly 
acquired territory was like, petitioned the Government in May, 18 
for an immediate survey of it for settlement, 














Settlers of Morrison Township, in course of time, petitioned the 
County Council (in October, 1862), to be established as a separate 
municipality. But the Council could only unite them with Muskoka 
Township if the two had 100 or more resident freeholders and house- 
holders. A renewal of the request was made a year or two afterward, 
and as there were fully 150 settlers in Morrison Township, and 60 in 
Muskoka Township, the County Council, at its session, June 30, 1864, 
united and orga 





d them for municipal purposes; and the first reve 
for the united townships (Roderick Stewart) took his seat at the 
County Council in January, 1865. A further By-law was passed in 
June, 1868, to separate the two townships for municipal purposes 

The District of Muskoka was organized in 1868, for certain 
judicial purposes, by an Act of the Ontario Leg 
chap. 35. This provided for the appointment of a stipendiary magis- 
trate in Muskoka, and for Land Registration, but the administration 
of justice in Muskoka, generally, was left with Simcoe, and the munici- 
pal connection remained as it was. 

A similar Act was passed for the judicial organization of Parry 
Sound District, in 1869, 33 Viet., chap. 24. 

A By-law of the County Council passed in June, 1870, united 
Watt and Cardwell townships for representation. Another By-law was 
passed to separate them, June, 1877, although the same By 
been defeated in the preceding January for some reason. 

‘The County Treasurer brought before the notice of the councillors 
in June, 1873, the fact that Simcoe County had to administer justice 
in the wide unincorporated territory to the northward. In the year 
mentioned, a case of supposed murder, committed as far from the 
Court House at Barrie as the City of Kingston is, cost the County 








lature, 31 Vict., 














law had 
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$1,500 or more. The County Council sent a memorial in January, 
1874, to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council asking him to bear the 
charges in the administration of justice in Muskoka and Parry Sound. 
And for making public improvements (bridges, etc.) in the Muskoka 
District, the Council also asked the Government to make grants. 





When the Ontario Government, in 1877, annexed some further 
territory, I 
to having jany more of the Muskoka District added to it, for judicial 
purposes, and sent another memorial on the subject to the Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-Council. This question of the administration of justice 
in the unorganized territories became a chronic one for a while. The 
County Treasurer again complained in January, 1878, that the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice was bearing very unfairly on the County. 





ing in the same direction, to Simcoe, the Council objected 








According to his statements, ‘not only do we administer criminal 





justice in all the unorganized territory north of us, but in organized 
townships attached to other counties; we pay for criminal justice and 
another county collects the revenue.” 

Failing to get redress of the grievance, the Council sent another 
strongly worded memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Couneil in 
November, 1879. There were 44 townships in the Districts of Parry 
Sound, Muskoka and Nipi 
poses, from which Simcoe derived no income, yet it was called upon 





ing annexed to Simcoe for judicial pur- 


to pay their bills connected with the administration of justice, Nine 
of those townships formed part of Victoria County for municipal 
purposes, the reeves of which went to Lindsay, while the offenders 
ast the Iaw came to the jail at Barrie for Simcoe to bear the 
expense of having the law vindicated. ‘The Council asked the Govern 
ment to free them from further liability in the matter. 





agai 


‘The Ontario Government now began to pay some heed to the 
continued appeals for redress. 
of the council authorized a statement to be prepared by the County 
1 1, after which some 
slight relief was afforded. A special committee was appointed in 
January, 1885, to urge the further claim of the County upon the 
Jovernment for the large amount then paid for the administration of 





In January, 1881, a special committee 





surer, and they sent it to the Attorney-Gen 








justice in the new districts. ‘This committee, which consisted of the 
three members of the Legislature then in the councif, viz., Messrs. 
Drury, Phelps and McKay, reported in June that the Government had 
paid the full amount of Simcoe’s claim, viz., $500 for 1884. 
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An Act was passed in 1888, by which the Muskoka municipalities 
were detached from Simcoe at July rst, of that year. In view of the 
passing of this Act, the County Council in June, 1888, appointed a 
committee of seven to arrive at some settlement of the affairs between 

imeoe County and the Muskoka municipalities, as provided under 
R.S.O, 1887, cap. 184, sec. 43. This was done amicably, and the 
Muskoka members severed their connection at the close of the same 
session with a complimentary resolution. 





Tue Five Townsutps 1 East Grey. 





The Townships of Collingwood, St. Vincent, Euphrasia, Artemesia, 
and Osprey became part of the Simcoe District in 1845, and under 
warrant of the Warden in July of that year, James Robertson was 
elected District Councillor for St. Vincent. Before this year these five 
townships had been part of the Home District. They continued to 
send representatives to the Simcoe Council, but after January rst, 
1852, they are detached from Simcoe County to form part of the new 
County of Grey. One of the chief reasons for the change was the 
burden assumed by Simcoe in connection with the Northern Railway, 
just then undertaken, 





Some delay arose over the settlement of the financial affairs 
between Simcoe and Grey arising from the separation. In 1853, or the 
beginning of 1854, the Government appointed James Wright, as an 
arbitrator on behalf of Wellington and Grey to arrange the existing 
debt between Grey and Simcoe. The award is not stated in the 
documents and printed proceedings which the writer has examined. 
But it would appear that the compensation paid by Grey to Simcoe 
County amounted altogether to the sum of $5,885, which included 
interest. The last instalment received by Simcoe appears to have 
been obtained on April 9, 1864. 








Moo axp MuLMwr. 


On November 10, 1863, the Simcoe County Council passed a 
By-law to take a census of Orangeville with a view to incorporation, 
Three days later (on the 13th) the census had already been taken and 
the special committee in charge of the matter had examined the cen- 
sus returns and recommended incorporation. A By-law was passed 
for that purpose, and another By-law to annex the new village to the 
County of Wellington. 
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The next step was in 1874, when the Ontario Legislature passed 
an Act, 38 Vict., chap. 31, defining the new County of Dufferin, the 
townships of Mono and Mulmur being included within it. These two, 
however, remained in Simcoe six years longer, for various purposes. 
Finally, at the end of 1880, in accordance with an Act passed in the 
carly part of that year, Mono and Mulmur, after many years attach- 
ment to Simcoe County, were detached from it and became part of 
Dufferin County for both municipal and judicial purposes. The settle- 
ment of financial questions, by representatives, having been provided 
for by 43 Vict., chap. 37, an agreement between the two townships and 




















‘The Court House after the remodelling in 1877. 


the County was reached on December 16, 1881, and a By-law was 
passed by the Simcoe Council in January, 1882, to confirm the agree- 
ment, The £40,000 (sterling) stock in the Northern Railway was 
exchanged and Mono and Mulmur given their shares. Besides this, 
on the General Account, Mono received $1,004.81 from Simcoe County, 
and Mulmur was found to be indebted to it by $471.51. Mulmur’s 
further indebtedness on account of the bonus to the H. & N. W. R. R. 
(Collingwood Branch) was $20, ‘These sums Mulmur settled in 
full with the County before January, 1883, 
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Tue County Courr House. 


‘The Magistrates in Quarter Sessions authorized the erection of a 
Court House, on September 2, 1841, and approved of the plans of 
Horace Keating for the building. The contract was awarded to 
Charles Thompson, who erected it in 1842, Mr. Thompson was also 
the contractor for the jail, then in course of erection, and the settle- 
ment of his claims for the two buildings afterward gave rise to much 
trouble and litigation in the District Council, which came into existence 
at the beginning of 1843 and had charge of the financial affairs of the 
District after their appointment. 

The Court House building, with frequent repairs, served the pur- 
poses for which it was intended for 34 years. But in the seventies, 


























y Jail, 1840-63, 


when the administration of justice for the Muskoka District belonged 
to Simcoe County, the business of the courts had grown so much that 
increased accommodation for them became necessary. To attain this 
end, the Council erected a new wing in 1877 at the west of the old 
building, giving a second court room and chamber for the meetings of 
the County Council, with committee rooms and other apartments. 
Other changes and additions were also made at the same time. Owing 
to the changes in the construction of the roof of the building, the 
original court house was completely obliterated in the architectural 
designs of the remodelled structure. The new addition had offices on 
the ground floor for the County Treasurer and the Clerk of the Peace. 

John Beardsley became the caretaker of the building in 1843, but 
he died in 1848 and his widow occupied the same position for more 
than fifty years afterward. 
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Tue County Jan. 


A rather quaint entry appears in the Minute Book of the general 
Quarter Sessions for the Home District, under date of May 10, 1837. 
It reads as follows :—"‘On the motion of Edward F. Davis, Esq. 
P. for the County of Simcoe, seconded by Meyrick Lally, Esq., J. P. 
for the same county, that lots No. 110, 111, 112, 113, 117, 118, 119, 
120 in the Town of Barrie be approved of as the site of a Jail and 
Court House for the New District of Simcoe.” A patent was issued 
from the Crown to the District for this jail block of 4 acres, on 
14y 1844. 























‘The County Jail of to-day 


‘The Magistrates had charge of the erection of the County Build- 
ings, so they appointed a Building Committee from amongst them- 
selves to supervise the work. This Building Committee obtained 
plans and specifications for the Jail from an architect, Thomas Young, 
of Toronto, which they approved of, and the contract for erecting the 
Jail was signed May 9, 1840, the contractor being Charles Thompson, 
the stage coach and steamboat owner. Lake Couchiching stone was 
conveyed by boat from the quarry and used in the construction of the 
Jail. The original structure was unlike anything else in the country, 
an octagon in shape, something like the Mosque of Omar on the site 
of the Temple at Jerusalem. 
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ry. 


‘The Magistrates of the District, as already shown, had let the con- 
tracts for the erection of the Jail and the Court House before the Dis- 
trict Council came into existence at the beginning of 1843. ‘The last 
named body, on its formation, assumed the financial engagements of 
the District, and found the settlement of the contractor's 
the buildings in a hopeless muddle. The original agreements had 
been for £4,000 for the Jail, and £1,870 for the Court House, but 
before the District Council finished paying for the buildings, the cost 
had reached nearly £9,000, law suits having resulted from the failure 
to reach settlements with the contractor and the architect. 

The appointment of a Government Board of Prison Inspectors 
brought about change in the management of jails throughout the 
Province. The Prison Inspectors had been promised in the early part 
of 1858, or a Government Commission on Jails, but two years elapsed 
before the long promised officials were appointed. This change of 
affairs to a Government Board took the responsibility off the shoulders 
of the County Surveyor, in whose charge the supervision of jail 
affairs had hitherto been placed. 

‘wo of the recently appointed Board of Prison Inspectors made 
their first visit to this section of the country on February 24, 1860, 
viz., the well-known Dr. Wolfred Nelson, who had taken so con- 
spicuous a part in the Rebellion in Lower Canada, and Donald E. 
McDonald. On the same occasion they visited the Penetanguishene 




















Reformatory and the Orill 

In January, 1860, the County Council had passed a By-law appoint- 
ing a special committee of their members to confer with the new 
Prison Inspectors, and arrange for any alterations and additions to 
the jail that might be deemed necessary. This committee did so, and 
recommended to the Council in June the erection of a wing 64 ft. long 
by 32 ft. wide, two storeys high, and the addition of new outer walls. 
‘The County Surveyor prepared a draft and plan of the proposed new 
wing. The Government architect’s plans for the work were received 
by October, 1860, and as the plans contemplated a cost of $20,000, 
the amount was so large that the Council laid the matter over till 
January, 1861. The Council reduced the architect’s plans for the 
‘extension to a more moderate, but amply extensive, form, and returned 
them to the Prison Inspectors; but the latter sent a negative reply, 
and there was a pause in the negotiations for more than a year. 

‘The Board of Prison Inspectors, then at Quebec city, had demanded 
$14,000 of the Simcoe Council for the jail extension. Mr. Ferguson, 


Asylum building, then recently purchased 
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M.P, for South Simcoe, informed them thatethe Council were not in a 
position to meet the demand, but if they would moderate their plans 
to within $12,000, he thought the Council would meet it, $6,000 to be 
paid by the County and $6,000 by the Government. To this the 
inspectors agreed. Mr. Horsey, the Government architect, was 
instcucted by the Special Committee of the County Council in June, 
1862, to prepare plans, specifications, ete. And the Council at the 
sion passed a By-law to raise $6,000 for the purpose. 

The sp 











same se 








ial committee on jail extension received plans and specifi 
cations for the new east wing in September, when they met, and they 
found a third storey had been added in the plans. The lowest tender 
received afterward on the basis of these plans was $155 
jailer’s residence, or $14,776 without it. ‘The third storey and resi- 
dence were dispensed with and John Damp given the contract. Sub- 
sequently, he withdrew his tender, but the Council instructed the 
Warden to carry out the contract according to Bi 


with 











June 9, 1862), and Mr. Damp remained the contractor. 

In the end, the actual 
of which the Government paid $6,000. Mr. Damp, who was a small 
sized man, had worked faithfully in the carrying out of the contract, 
but was a loser by his contract, so the County Council, in January, 
1864, voted him $500 as a gift, in addition to the sum above stated. 
At the time of the extension it 
tower, whi 





cost of the jail extension was $13, 








5 discovered that the large central 
ch is shown in the accompanying engraving of the original 





jail, had become dangerous, so it was taken down at some extra cost 
more than was at first estimated. 

About October, 1862, the Government began to pay into the 
county treasury on account of jail supplies, in accordance with the 
Act for the payment of Criminal Justice 

There was an edifying uproar in June, 1860, in the County Couns 
cil over the good food allowance to the prisoners. Each prisoner had 
been getting daily, 1 Ib. of bread, 1 Ib. of meat and 14 Ibs. of potatoes. 
“Consequently,” as the records allege, “the jail is not what it is 
resolved that, after July rst, the rations should be 

Breakfast : 1 pint porridge. 

Dinner: 1 

Supper: 1 pint porridge (Indian or oatmeal), 

No other condiments were to be allowed the prisoners, but as much 
salt and water as they required. Ten cents a day was deemed to be 
quite sufficient to board each prisoner. 


7 








ended to be, viz, a place of punishment." It was accordingly 








Ibs. of bread. 
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The report immediately following this one to starve the “mentally 
and morally blind’? prisoners on porridge, bread, salt and water, 
granted $140 to the society for the education of the blind, in Toronto. 
Nothing, however, came of this decree to starve the Simcoe prisoners, 
as the Magistrates in the Court of Quarter 
their behalf. 

This little tempest over food in 1860 gives us a glimpse of what 
the functions of a jail were held to be, in those days. To stint a man’s 
nourishment, and undermine his nervous system, will not improve him; 








Sessions interfered in 


and improvement is necessary no difference what his crimes might be. 
Improvement is the fashionable view taken at the present day, as 
against alimentary punishment in 1860. 

‘The County Council, in 1902, erected a residence for the jailer in 
the southwest corner of the institution, 


‘Tue Lanp Recistry Orrice. 


In January, 1873, the County Council took steps to build a fire- 
proof Registry Office. After making some preliminary arrangements, 
they approved of the plans in January, 1874, the County Surveyor was 
authorized to advertise for tenders, and the building was to be com- 
menced as soon as possible. The new Registry Office was completed 
by October, 1874, at a cost of a little over $8,000. 





Tur Lockur Houses oF THs County. 


The erection of lockup houses in different parts of the county 
began in 1852, when the County Council constructed one in Orillia 
and set apart a smalll salary (£3 10s.) for a keeper or caretaker of the 
building. The following list shows the years in which some of the 
earlier lockup houses of the county were established :— 

2 Orillia (renewed in 1873). 

1856 Bradford, Collingwood and Penetanguishene. 

1858 Orangeville. 

1867 Coldwater. 

1869 Stayner. 

1870 Rosemont 





A lockup at Duntroon, which had been established at an early 

time, was abandoned in January, 1870, as totally useless. In 1872, 

Midland became a harbor for steamboats, schooners, and various small 
1a 
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craft. Sailors as well as laborers employed in the construction of the 
Midland railroad, and in the mills in course of erection during the 
summer of that year, made up a large portion of the population, and 
required more attention than the usual farming classes in the older 
settled communities. Accordingly, a lockup house was erected in 
Midland in 1872. 

‘The County Council received so many applications for grants for 
lockup houses about this time that it reduced the granting of money 
for them to a system, in October, 1874, by passing a By-law for the 
purpose. An inferior class of buildings had been erected, as in almost 
every instance the County’s grant had not been supplemented locally 
The Council’s By-law made three classes, viz., buildings costing not 
less than $600, $800 and $1,200 respectively. The County undertook 
to pay one-half the cost of each, and the locality asking for aid would 
pay the remainder. This By-law remained in force for a number of 
years before revision became necessary. 





In January, 1875, the Council made a grant of $400 for one at 
Collingwood to replace the one burned down, At the same time a 
grant of $300 was made for one at Gravenhurst. The latter was 
built but through some inadvertence a deed of the land on which it was 
erected had not been obtained, or could not be found two years later 
(January, 1877), when an examination of the county’s property and 
the titles thereto was made. So the committee on County Property on 
the last named occasion suggested that the Reeve of “the saw-dust 
city,” as the report called the place, should get busy and forward deeds 
for the land to the County Treasurer. 

For the erection of a lockup house in Cookstown the Council, as 
long ago as the January session, 1856, had granted $200, and there 
was some reaffirmation of the grant in November, 1868, but it had 
not been applied up to October, 1877. Owing to the construction of 
the Hamilton Railway, Cookstown had received a large floating 
poupulation at that time, and in the interests of law and order the 
County Council now granted $400 for a lockup house of the second 
class. The lockup houses established at this period partly owing to 
the railway construction were the following :— 

October, 1877. Cookstown. 

January, 1878. Beeton (then Clarksville). 
January, 1879. Creemore. 

June, 1885, Tottenham, 





! 





254 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY. 





The By-law of October, 1874, under which grants had been made 
to lockups, was replaced by another at the January session, 1887, 
viz., No. 425. Lockups were subsequently established at the following 
places : 

June, 1887. Elmvate. 

June, 1890. Washago and Hillsdale 
nuary, 1894. Wyebridge. 
‘The County Cou: 
January 











passed another general By- 





ci law (No. 545) in 
1894, to provide for the erection, size and future manage- 
ment of Lockup Houses. No grant should exceed $400, and all lock- 
ups were to be built of stone or brick with floors of stone or concrete. 
Some further conditions were attached to the By 
con 








law which made a 
iderable change in the method of granting assistance to minor 
localities in this particular. 




















Chapter XX. 


COUNTY MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. 


In the early years of Upper Canada, before the establishment of 
either District or township councils, the inhabitants of each town- 
ship met together once a year (mostly in January) for the purpose of 
choosing officers for the'year. Chief of these officers were the wardens, 
or town wardens, as they were sometimes called. Yet the local govern- 
ment of the country was conducted in a somewhat crude manner in 
those early years, there being no lack of talk and formality, but very 
little accomplished. 


The term “ward” was formerly met with most commonly in the 


northern shires of England, where it dated back to an early time, and 
probably also the derivative terms ‘“warder” and “warden” which 
are connected with “‘ward.’? In course of time, the town wardens, 
i.e., the township wardens, as we now understand the words, came 
to be transplanted to the soil of New England and the other English 
colonies in America, of which Virginia must not be omitted. The 
duties of the wardens varied in the different colonies; thus in Trinidad 
we find the Warden had the roadmaking to do, and he also had large 
powers as commissioner of Crown lands in his own ward. 









The practice of electing wardens in Upper Canada, was thus a 
very old one. It was introduced into this Province at the very begin- 
ning of its history, an Act having been passed by the First Legisla- 
ture of Upper Canada at its second session in 1793 (chap. 2), to elect 
township officers, viz., two town wardens, two assessors, two or more 
highway overseers, a township clerk, a collector and a poundkeeper. 
‘The inhabitants of each township were to assemble at the town meet 
ing once a year, on the first Monday in January, and elect the officers 
for the year. Two justices of the peace were to issue their warrant 
for assembling the inhabitants, and the officers thus elected were to 
make their returns to the ma 
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In this county there was organized local government of the kind 
just mentioned (so far as the writer has been able to learn) by the 
inhabitants of the following townships :— 
West Gwillimbury and Tecumseth. 
Essa, 1835. 
Oro, 1835 
Vespra, 1837. 
Innisfil, 1841. 





The old minute books of most of these townships still exi 
they furnish some interesting part 
the public affairs of those days. 


and 








ulars of how our ancestors managed 





For the most part, however, the chief power in local government 
in those early years lay with the magistrates in their Court of Quarter 
Sessions, Before the Act of 4 and 5 Victoria, this Court of Quarter 
Sessions was the central institution of local government in Upper 





Canada, the township officers appointed annually by the people them- 
selves in town meeting being subordinate to the magistrates 
The Bill for establishing: mun 





cipal councils in the various districts 





of Upper Canada was the most important measure of the first Union 
Parliament, which assembled June 14, 1841. The Justices of the 
Peace, assembled in Quarter Sessions, had up till then expended the 
taxes on real property. Under the Act of 1841, the Warden, Clerk, 
Treasurer, Surveyor and other officers were to be Crown nominees, or 
in other words, the Crown appointed these officers as the Act at first 
stood. But within a very few years there were amendments which 
placed the appointments within the power of the Councils themselves. 
Thus did the establishment of the Municipal System take place in 
1841, according to some, although as Mr. Baldwin's Act of 1849 was 
of a much more comprehensive character, it is claimed by others to be 
the beginning. 





Past WARDENS oF Simcor 





SouNTY. 


Below is given a list of the Wardens of the county from the 
beginning :— 

1843—Jacob AEmilius Irving. 

1844-6—James Dallas, South Orillia 

1847-52—Wm. Armson. W. Gwillimbury 


-6—Jas. Sanson, Orillia, 
John Craig, Medonte. 
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1858—Thos. R. Ferguson, Innisfil 
1859—George McManus, Mono. 
1860-1—Thos, D. McConkey, Barrie, 
1862-7—Thos. R. Ferguson, Innisfil 
1868—John Kean, Orillia Township, 
1869-71—W. D. Ardagh, Barrie. 

Geo. Davis, Essa 

John Hogg, Collingwood 

Thos. Atkins, West Gwillimbury 
John C. Steele, Oro. 

1876—Wm, MeDermott, 
1877-W. N. Rutledge, Medonte 
1878—David Dunn, Essa 

)—Chas. Cameron, Collingwood. 
1880—C. Cooke, Tecumseth. 

1881—O. J. Phelps, Flos. 

$82—Jas. Quinn, Orillia 

1883—Geo. M. Evans, West Gwillimbury 
1884—David Dunn, Essa 

1885—Robert Paton, Sunnidale. 
1886—Arthur Craig, Medonte. 
1887—John Stewart, Alliston, 
1888—Wm. Switzer, Sunnidale. 
1889—Chas. McGibbon, Penetanguishene. 
1890—John Ross, Innisfil 
1891—Jonathan Sissons, Vespra. 
1892—Walter 
1893—Joseph Wright, Beeton. 

1894—R. E. Fletcher, Barrie. 
1895—James Ross, Oro. 

1896—James S. Boddy, Bradford. 
1897—Wm. A. Sneath, Flos. 

1898—Thos. Devitt, Medonte. 

1899—P. Ronan, Adjala. 

1900—W. H. Hamilton, Nottawasaga. 
1901—Chas, E, Wright, Penetanguishene. 
1902—Daniel Quinlan, Vespra. 
1903—Robert Murphy, Tosorontio. 
1904—Geo. W. Bruce, Collingwood 
1905—R. H. Jupp, Orillia 














umseth. 























awson, Tay. 
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1906—Joseph Whiteside, Essa, 

1907—W. A. Boys, Barrie. 

1908—D. C. Barr, Collingwood. 

1909—Richard Bell, Essa. 

The first Warden, the Hon. Jacob Aimilius Irving, during 1843, 
was appointed by the Baldwin Government, a member of the Legisla- 


tive Council, which prevented his attendance at the November Session 
of that year and also prevented his further service as Warden. 





County Crerks. 


John McWatt, 1843—January, 1852. 

John Strathy, January, 1852—January, 1857. 
Richard B, Bernard, January, 1857—January, 1860. 
Robert T. Banting, January, 1860—x1902. 

Robert Jas. Fletcher, 1902. 





County TREASURERS, 


The earliest Treasurers of the County held office under the Magis- 
trates’ Court of Quarter Sessions. As early as April, 1838, and per- 
haps earlier, Sydney M. Sanford was Treasurer, and continued in the 
office until about July, 1841, when Samuel Richardson was appointed. 
Mr. Richardson died March 2, 1843, shortly after the formation of the 
District Council, whereupon one of the Councillors, James Adam, was 
the Acting Treasurer for a while, but his premature death took place 
in the early part of the winter of 1844-5. Edmund S. Lally wrote the 
District Council on February 13, 1845, stating that the Governor- 
General had appointed him Treasurer. Those who held the office 
after the District Council came into existence were the following 

Samuel Richardson, 1843. 

James Adam, 1843-4. 

Edmund S. Lally, 1845—March, 1861 

Henry R. A. Boys, March, 1861-1884. 

Sydney M, Sanford, June, 1884—August 12, 1885. 
Sydney J. Sanford, November, 1885-1897. 

Arthur Craig, November, 1897-1905, 

Daniel Quinlan, 1905, 














Anyone who will scan the printed proceedings of the Council, 
during Mr. Lally’s term of office, will readily see that the Council 
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paid much deference generally to his wishes and suggestions, as his 
care and attention to the business of the Council in the early years 
were noteworthy. In fact, he was the central figure of the institution 
during those years, and received the esteem which his upright, intelli- 
gent course well deserved, On February 3, 1848, the Council acceded 
to the request of Mr. Lally to be allowed to act as Bank Agent in his 
office, this being the first bank opened in the County town. 

Edmund S, Lally having resigned the Treasurership in March, 
x86, the Warden called a special meeting of the Council, at which 
Henry R. A. Boys was appointed treasurer. In October, 1876, the 
County Council passed a By-law appointing Sydney M. Sanford 
Assistant Treasurer at $500 per annum, and on the resignation of Mr. 
Boys as treasurer in June, 1884, Mr. Sanford, although advanced in 
years, was promoted to the office of treasurer. Mr. Boys gave as his 
principal reasons for resigning the fact that certain members of his 
family were unable to stand our severe winters. Soon afterward, he 
moved with his family to California, where he died, September, 1804. 

On August 12, 1885, the death occurred of the treasurer, Sydney 
M. Sanford. By his gentlemanly and unassuming manner, he 
received the highest respect of the County Council of the time. His 
son, Sydney James Sanford, was appointed his successor. 

‘The last mentioned Treasurer, S. J. Sanford, became a defaulter 
in 1897. An audit of the treasurer’s books from the time of his 
appointment until he absconded, showed the amount of his defaults to 
be $62,857.02, a portion of which was afterward recovered by the 
county. 








County MrssENcers. 


Joseph Lestie, after long service as messenger, was compelled 
through ill-health to resign in November, 1880, and John Beardsley, 

is assistant, was appointed messenger. Mr. Leslie, 
advanced in years, on that occasion was given $100 as a retiring allow- 
ance. 





who was 





On the death of John Beardsley, the County Messenger, his bro- 
ther, Alfred W. Beardsley, was appointed as his successor in Nove 
ber, 1885. Mr. Beardsley was also appointed County Dete 
June, 1891, and High Constable of the County in June, 1896. 
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Couxty ENGINEER AND SuRVEYoR. 


Henry Creswicke was appointed by the Government as County 
Surveyor in 1843 and held the office for 39 years. On his resignation 
in 1881, and completion of his work at the end of the last named 
year, the office was abolished. A sketch of the life of Mr. Creswicke, 
who was a very useful and efficient officer of the county for so long 
a period, may be found in the chapter on Oro (vol. 2), where he settled 
on coming to Canada to reside. 











County Inspectors or We 





TS AND MEASURES. 


At the General Quarter Sessions, April 25, 1843, the Magistrates 
appointed John McWatt, Inspector of Weights and Measures for the 
Simooe District. He probably held the office until 1858, although the 
writer has no evidence in the matter at hand. At any rate, in June, 
1858, Christopher Wilson of Collingwood asked the County Council 
to appoint him Inspector of Weights and Measures for the County 
which the Council did, the office being then vacant. At the June ses- 
sion, 1872, the Council accepted the resignation of C. Wilson from 
this office, and appointed two inspectors for the county :—Robinson 
Morris for the north riding, and C. S. Brereton for the 
On Mr. Brereton 














south riding. 
's death in the following year, the Council appointed 
Walter R. Fenton, Inspector for the south riding (June, 1873). 

In 1873, the Dominion Government passed an Act altering the 
standards of weights and measures, adopting the Imperial measures, 
and reserving the right to appoint an Inspector for cach province. 
However, in June, 1875, the County Council passed a By-law appoint 
ing two inspectors—David E. Buist for the north riding, and James 
Hunter for the south riding. Some time later, the Dominion Govern- 
ment assumed the supervision of these officials, and appointed travelling 
inspectors. 








Jan Surcroys. 





In 1852, Dr. John Russell Ardagh was appointed to this office. 
On his death in 1868, Dr. Arthur Ardagh was appointed to succeed 
him, and held the position for about twenty-five years. On the death 
of the latter, Dr, L. Oliver was appointed Jail Surgeon in January, 
1893, who in turn was succeeded by Dr. J. F. Palling, the present 
occupant of the position. 
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County Sor 





ICITORS. 


From the 





© amount of business of the County, it appeared 
wise to the Council in January, 1873, to have a solicitor appointed, 
who could be called upon at short notice to act in behalf of the County. 
that time passed appointing McCarthy & McCarthy, 
solicitors for the county 

On the death of Mr. Pepler, Messrs, Hewson & Creswicke were 
appointed, and on the removal of Mr. C, E, Hewson from the County 
to become Judge in Manitoulin, Mr. A. E. H. Creswicke was appointed 
County Solicitor in January, 1909. 


A By-law was a 








‘Tue Councn, From 1843 TO THE PRESENT Time 


For a while the new municipal system did not work well. A new 
source of power had been created, viz., the voice of the peoples 
whereas, before 1841, the ruling power in local affairs was the Magis- 
trates’ Court of Quarter Sessions. The existence of two powers in 
each district resulted, as might be expected, in friction between the 
two, and in various writings of that period we actually find refer- 
ences to the clashing of the two sources of authority. ‘Thus in the 
Life (p. 264) of Wm. Hamilton Merritt, who was one of the members 
of the Canadian Parliament at that period, he writes, under date of 
November 11, 1843, of the municipal institutions not working well in 
consequence of the two opposing powers. Once in a while, through- 
out the printed proceedings of the Simcoe District Council, we get 
glimpses of the clash of authority between the two, but in one instance, 
(October, 1846) the District Council went so far in the other direction 
as to complain to the Government that there was a scarcity of magis- 
trates. 





The County Buildings (Jail and Court House) were erected, or at 
least the contract for them had been let by the magistrates, as we 
have seen in the preceding chapter, before the District Council came 
into existence or had any control over the expenditure for them, But 
the Council was created in time enough to have the exquisite pleasure 
of paving for them, and they paid very dearly too. One of the first 
troubles that arose for the new Simcoe District Council to settle in 
1843 was the building contract, the full particulars of which appear in 
the Council Minutes printed for the first time in 1895. In the end the 
Souncil had a lawsuit with the contractor, Charles Thompson, and 
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another with the architect, Horace Keating. To settle with these men 
finally, the Council issued debentures for 500 in favor of Mr. Thomp- 
son, and other debentures for £256 7s. 2d. in favor of Mr. Keating. 

A period of activity on the part of the Simcoe District Councillors 
in local affairs, in keeping with the general activity all over the Pro- 
vince, followed the introduction of responsible government which so 
many people of all political shades had been pleased to welcome. Those 
who had been in power so long had had time enough to introduce new 
measures in the way of progress, but they had not kept pace with the 
growing needs of the country. The Common School Law, the Muni- 
cipal Councils Act, and other measures of the first importance, at this 
period kept legislators, both parliamentary and local, quite busy. 

While the Act of 1841 was in force during the forties, the town- 
ship councils, in the form in which we now know them, had not yet 
any existence. So the local affairs of the district mostly devolved upon 
the District Council, which levied the taxes. Common schools and 
common roads held the chief places in the Simcoe Couneil’s work, as 
in other districts at the time. The highly punctilious spirit shown in 
the methods of the District Council, as it is displayed in the printed 
proceedings, is edifying; but it was perhaps no more than was cur= 
rent in official circles in Canada at the time, where “legality and 
established forms’? were the bane of the country, according to Lord 
Elgin, 

There was no pay for District Councillors at the outset of the 
District system, and yet the Simcoe Councillors passed a By-law 
(May, 1844) to impose a fine of six shillings a day on everyone who 
should absent himself. But it does not appear that the Council ever 
enforced its own ordinance, which was perhaps in the nature of what 
some people nowadays would call a “bluff,” and the By-law was 
ultimately repealed, October, 1848. 

In February, 1845, the Councillors recorded a protest at getting 
for their services and having the expense of boarding away 
from home, so they petitioned the Legislative Assembly to grant coun- 
cillors a pittance of not more than a dollar a day. “In many of the 
backwood townships,”” their petition to Parliament went on to say, 
“‘the farmer finds it a sufficient sacrifice when he devotes four weeks 
annually of his time to the discharge of his duties as District Council- 
or, without entai tion any outlay of money, 




















no pay 








1g on himself in adi 


which, in a great many cases, he can very ill afford.” Parliament, as 
it was usual for them to do, paid great deference to the Simcoe County 
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petitions, and passed an amendment to the Municipal Councils Act, 
giving power to District Councils to grant an allowance to their mem- 
bers during their attendance at meetings. The Simcoe District Coun- 
cillors lost no time in availing themselves of the privilege, for at the 
October session of 1846 they voted themselves a fixed allowance of 
six shillings and three pence a day. 

After 1846, by the Amended District Councils Act of that year, 
the Council met only twice a year for a period, instead of four times 
as hitherto. 





According to Mr. Baldwin's Municipal Act of 1849, the reeves of 
the several townships were to form the Council for the County, and 
after this time it was not called the District Council, but the County 
Council. In accordance with that Act, the Simcoe District Council 
passed a By-law in 1849 (No. 75), dividing the county into groups of 
townships, with five ‘wards’ in each, and a returning officer for each 
at the succeeding election, when a councillor was to be elected for 
each. In this way, the township councils throughout this county were 
first organized, and the “town meeting”? for choosing officers, as well 
as the District Council itself, thus came to an end. At the first 
meeting of each Township Council elected in the manner just 
described, the councillors elected from among themselves the 
reeves and deputy-reeves to be sent to make up the County Council. 
This was the method of electing the County Council pursued until the 
revision and consolidation of the ‘‘Act respecting the Municipal 
Institutions of Upper Canada’ (passed August 15, 1866), according 
to which the reeves and deputy-reeves were elected by the direct votes 
of the people. This change came into effect with the beginning of 
1867. 

The Simcoe County Council, in August, 1850, repealed the part of 
the former By-law (No. 75, 1849), which referred to six unions of 
townships. In a new By-law, (No. 88), they substituted five new 
unions for the six formerly made, and thus provided for the return of 
nineteen members instead of thirteen. The new unions were as fol- 
lows :— 





Tiny and Tay. 

Orillia (North and South) and Matchedash. 
Vespra, Flos and Sunnidale. 

Euphrasia and Collingwood (townships). 
Nottawasaga and Osprey. 
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Some of these unions continued in force for several years, In 
fact, the union between North and South Orillia is not yet dissolved. 

By dispensing with the October session in 1870, the County 
Council effected a saving of over $1,000 to the county, and a reduction 
of $300 in the expense of printing. They accordingly also dispensed 
with the fall sessior 

For a great many years the Warden was elected in the County 
Council by open voting, but in June, 1884, the Council resolved to 
elect the Warden by ballot in future, and passed a By-law with this 
end in view. Hitherto, the election had been carried on by motions, 
voted upon by the council in the order of their presentation. 

During the early years of the eighties, murmuring began to be 
heard about the high cost of the County Council. At this time, some 
Muskoka townships were still included with Simcoe for Municipal pur- 
poses, which made the numbers in attendance at the council board 
quite large. In a table compiled for November, 1884, and printed 
with the minutes for that session, details of the costs of various County 
Councils are given for cleven years, 1873 to 1883. But no decisive 
steps could be taken at the time to reduce the number. 








in 187 1-2-3. 


The council went on increasing in numbers, and culminated in 
1888 with 57 members. When a Municipal Commission was engaged 
in January, 1888, in the investigation of the working of the Municipal 
Institutions Act of this Province, the Simcoe County Council resolved 
that the time had come when a reduction should be made in the repre- 
sentation of the minor municipalities. ‘The presence of 57 councillors 
at the council board this year emphasized the need for some change. 
This was effected, and relief obtained, by the setting apart of the 
Muskoka townships into a district by themselves. 





Notwithstanding the removal of a part of the council to form 
Muskoka District Council in 1888, the numbers continued to increase, 
and again reached 57 in 1895 and 1896. Just prior to these maximum 
years, there was a revival of the agitation for a reduction in the cost 
of doing the county's business. In deference to public opinion in 
this matter, the Council, in January, 1891, passed a By-law dispensing 
with the November sessions. This had effect in 189r and 1892. A 
“special session" was called in November, 1893, but in the two fol- 
lowing years (1894-5) the By-law continued in force, and the November 
sessions were dispensed with. Just before the coming into effect of 
the new Act of 1896 a session was held in November of that year. 
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In 1896, the Ontario Legislature passed the “Act to Reduce the 
Number of County Councillors.” The commission of judges divided 
Simcoe County into nine groups of municipalities, or divisions, each 
division to elect two members or commissioners for a term of two 
years. The groups were the followin; 





1, Oro and Barrie. 
2. Innisfil and West Gwillimbury, with Bradford. 
3. Tecumseth and Adjala, with Beeton and Tottenham. 
4 Essa and Tosorontio, with Alliston. 

5. Nottawasaga and Collingwood, with Creemore and Stayner. 
6. Vespra and Sunnidale. 
7 
8. 
9. 





. Flos, Tiny and Penetanguishene, 
Medonte and Tay, with Midland. 
|. Orillia Town and 





ownships, with Matchedash, 





The ten years of the Commissioners, viz., 1897-1906, 
a period of several changes and new undertakings. It opened with 
the scrutiny of the County Treasurer's transactions, which were closely 
investigated by new auditors, and the result was that he absconded, 
after which the amount of his defaults become apparent. Then fol- 
lowed soon afterward, the erection of a House of Refuge at Beeton, 
the inauguration of steel bridges and the introduction of a system of 
county roads. 





inaugurated 





Revisions axp ConsoLwations or County By-Laws. 


A committee was appointed at the June session, 1860, for the con- 
solidation of the County By-laws up to that time. At the October 
(1860) session, the council gave a number of the earlier by-laws final 
readings, as a result of the consolidation, and 300 copies of the By 
laws were printed separately in pamphlet form (82 pages) after the 
October session. 





Further revisions and consolidations of the By-laws were made in 
1864 and 1873. A committee on Revision submitted a report in Octo- 
77, and the By-laws from 1864 to 1877 were ordered to be 
printed (400 copies). 





Another revision was made in 1886, and still another was author- 

ized in. November, 1888, as a number of very important By-laws 

were omitted from the revision of 1886. The special committee in 

charge of the matter, submitted their report in June, 1889. They had 
18 
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eliminated from the last edition the By-laws relating to the Muskoka 
District, as this was no longer a part of Simcoe, and they had pre- 
pared a comprehensive index, ‘giving the subject matter of each By- 
law. 600 copies of this revision were printed. 





In 1897, there was a further revision of the By-laws. In January 
of that year, the Council appointed for the purpose a special com- 
mittee, which submitted in June a revision, of which 600 copies were 
printed 





FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. 


Some doubt arose as to the validity of the By-law (No. 157) passed 
by the County Council in 1867 for the consolidation of the County’s 
debt, so by request the Ontario Legislature passed a statute to legalise 
the By-law, March 4, 1868, as 31 Vict., cap. 47. The By-law in ques 
tion provided for the extension of the debt over a period of 15 years. 

On the approach of the time for paying the new debentures, there 
was a repetition of the state of affairs that existed in 1867. A special 
session of the County Council was called to meet in September, 1880, 
at which a committee was instructed to prepare a By-law. To meet 
the debentures for $69,000 falling due, January 1st, 1882, a Sinking 
Fund had been formed which had at one time accumulated to about 
$37,000, but former councils had allowed the Sinking Fund to be used 
from time to time in paying current expenses, and had not levied 
sufficient amounts, yearly. A’ delegation waited on the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, who consented to the passage of a Bill empowering the County 
Council to issue new debentures for $69,000 without a vote of the 
people. 

Owing to the frequent misappropriation of sinking funds by muni- 
cipal bodies, the County Council, at its session in January, 1893, 
passed an important resolution, It provided that in future only such 
debentures of minor municipalities, the principal and interest of which 
are payable in annual instalments, should be guaranteed, 














Some SpeciaL anp MiscenaNgous Grants. 


‘The County Council formed a Patriotic Fund in June, 1855, for 
the relief of the families of soldiers and sailors engaged in the 
Crimean War, by means of which about £1,000 was collected and 
forwarded for the purpose. 
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At the time of the visit of the Prince of Wales in’ 1860, the decora- 
tions at railway stations in the county cost the sum of $730. 

In October, 1862, the County Council granted $2,000 toward the 
relief of the distressed in Lancashire, England, and other manufac 
turing districts of Great Britain’ and’ Ireland. Through no fault of 
theirs, these destitute people of the “‘old country”? had been thrown 
out of work through the cotton famine resulting from. the War of the 
Rebellion then raging in the United States. This had been the sole 
cause of the distress pervading the manufacturing districts. With 
promptness and liberality, the inhabitants of the towns of Barrie, Col- 
lingwood and Orillia, as well as some other municipalities in the 
county, also contributed at that time to the relief of the suffering opera- 
tive 











January, 1867. $200 for aid to the General Hospital, Toronto. 

June, 1867. $100 to the Ridgeway monument in Queen's Park, 
Toronto. 

January, 1868. $200 to relieve distress amongst’ Nova Scotia 
fishermen. 

The County Council, in November, 1868, granted $400 toward 
the distress of the inhabitants of the Red River Settlement. The 
Township of Oro likewise granted $200. The Ontario Provincial 
Treasurer, to whom the $400 was remitted, refused to receive the 
money, and the Warden was requested to confer with the Mayor of 
Toronto as to the disposal of it. 

In January, 1871, the Council authorized the County Clerk to pur- 
chase 65 copies of Hogg’s new map of the County, $434 being expended 
altogether in the purchase of maps. 








In January, 1880, the County Council granted $500 in aid of the 
suffering and destitution prevailing at the time in Ireland, the amount 
being forwarded to the Duchess of Marlborough, Dul 





After the severe bush fires of August and September, 1881, the 
County Council granted, in January, 1882, the sum of $soo toward 
the relief of the Muskoka sufferers, to be applied for the purchase of 
seed in the spring, or in any way that may be deemed most advisable. 

In January, 1884, $100 was granted toward the aid of the sufferers 
in the Humber Railway disaster. 

‘The sum of $150 was granted in January, 1886, to assist the suf- 
ferers at a lumber camp lately destroyed by fire in Muskoka, 
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Owing to the calamitous fire in September, 1887, by which the 
business portion of Gravenhurst was burned, its indebtedness to the 
County for the County rates was struck off. 

A severe fire having visited Alliston in 1891, the Council voted 
$1,000 toward relief, in June of that year. 


‘Tue House of Reruce aNp INDUSTRY. 


As long ago as 1851 there was a proposal to establish an indus- 
trial farm for the benefit of the indigent of the county. In June of 
that year the County Council petitioned the Government for a free 
grant of land—the west half of lot No. 2, concession 1, Oro, for an 
Industrial Farm and House of Industry; but the Government had no 
power to grant more than 10 acres of land for any public purpose. 
However, the Crown Land Office offered to sell to the County the lot 
mentioned at 20s. (£1) per acre, July 6, 1852. But as a 
before Parliament tor the object of providing for such institutions, the 
County Council took no action at the following session in October. 











il was 


After a time, the Council decided to purchase the Oro farm offered 
by the Crown at 20s. per acre, and a patent was received for it dated 
October 23, 1856, for the sum of $400. A year later, (October, 1857), 
the Council resolved to rent the farm to a tenant, and again in Jan- 
uary, 1860, the farm was leased for another term. In June, 1869, it 





transpired that various persons had occupied the lot for a number of 
years, but the County had not received any rent from them, and the 
farm itself had by this time been mostly stripped of the timber on it 
So the County Council decided to sell it by auction. This plan not 
succeeding, the Council by private sale disposed of the piece of land 
(100 acres) to George McLean for $3,000, and passed a By-law to con- 
firm the sale, Nearly eleven years passed before the question came 
up again in the County Council, new railways having engrossed their 
attention. In January, 1881, the Council appointed a special com- 
to obtain information concerning the probable cost of building 
and maintaining a House of Refuge. At that time Houses of Industry 
and Refuge were maintained in Elgin, Norfolk, Waterloo and Wel- 
ington Counties, and one in York was under consideration. The 
Committee reported favorably in June, the cost in every instance being 
not half of what is paid locally on the system of a divided maintenance. 

















‘The question slumbered for six years longer, until in June, 1887, 
u special committee of five was appointed to consider the erection of a 
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House of Refuge in connection with an Industrial Farm for poor and 
destitute people, the committee being authorized to enquire into the 
probable cost and maintenance of such an institution, and to report at 
the November session. They communicated with counties having such 
institutions, and received replies from five. Without exception these 
spoke in the highest terms of such an institution. A small committee 
was appointed in January, 1888, to visit some of the counties where 
they had such in operation, By November this last committee had 
obtained information, and’a further special committee of three was 
appointed to secure information as to the cost of 50 acres near some 
town or village. The special committee reported in January, 1889, 
that the cost of a building suitable for roo inmates would be about 
§20,000, and the Council thereupon decided to take no further action 
for that time, 

Some further agitation took place from time to time, but it was 
spasmodic. A motion in the County Council in June, 1892, to have 
a committee or three or five members collect information on the sub- 











ject was voted down by 7 to 39. The advocates of the institution were 
irrepressible, however, and in June, 1895, the Council authorized a vote 
1896. The 
towns voted in favor of the project, but the rural municipalities against 
it, In some of the municipalities no vote was taken, but they were 
against the measure. 


of the ratepayers to be taken on the question in January 





With the coming into operation of the Act installing commission 
ers, in January, 1897, the Warden, by request, appointed a special 
committee to inspect three or four Houses of Refuge in the Pro 
These did so, and in June, the Council decided by a vote of 11 to 4 
to undertake the erection of a House of Refuge. In November, 1897, 
they decided to locate the institution in Becton, and adopted the plans 
of Smith & Bird for the building. 





Aim 70 Genera, Hosrrras. 


The promoters of a Marine Hospital in Collingwood asked the 
County Council for a grant in November, 1885, but the Council laid 
the matter over to the June session, 1886. The question did not come 
up again until November, 1887, when a motion to grant $500 to the 
Hospital was voted down, by 23 yeas to 21 nays, the measure requir- 
ing a two-thirds vote. It was again voted down in the following Jan- 
uary, but in June, 1888, $500 was granted to be paid to the hospital 




















274 A HISTORY OF SIMCOE COU 





TY. 


on its completion. ‘The General and Marine Hospital in Collingwood, 
built at this time, was the first institution of its kind in the county. 
In January, 1891, the County Council granted $140 to the 
lingwood Hospital for annual maintenance, on condition that one 
patient should be maintained in the hospital for a year 
were made to the same institution on the same terms in subsequent 








milar grants 





years, 





Royal Victoria Hoepital, Barrie 


The Council voted $70 to the Barrie Hospital in January, 1895, on 
condition that it would keep indigent patients for the council to the 
amount voted. Similar grants were made to the same institution in 
succeeding years, In June, 1897, $500 was granted toward the erec- 
tion of the new hospital in Barrie, the Royal Victoria Hospital, and 
on its completion a further grant of $1,000 was made. 


Assistance was given more recently, to the extent of $1,000, to 
the combined hospital for Penetanguishene and Midland, and a similar 
amount to the new general hospital in Orillia. 








Chapter XXI. 
MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


‘Tue Six HUNDRED MeN oF 





COE, 





Before passing to the subject of the County’s Military affairs, a 
brief reference should be made to the part played in the Rebellion of 
1837 by the inhabitants of Simcoe County. Some disaffe: 
undoubtedly was, especially in the older or southerly portions. But 
by far the greater part of the county’s population remained loyal to 
the Crown throughout the whole of the unfortunate troubles of that 





ion there 





period. So pronounced were they in their professions of loyalty that 
they mustered in strong force and pushed to the front. ‘This circum- 
stance is mentioned in his Reminiscences (p. 128) by Samuel Thompson, 
who was an eye witness of the scenes : 


“The day after the battle (at Montgomery's) six hundred men of 
Simeoe, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Dewson, came march- 
ing down Yonge Street, headed by Highland pipers playing the 
national pibroch. . . | With this party were brought in. sixty 
prisoners, tied to a long rope, most of whom were afterwards released 
on parole.” 

Pianother writer, who: 





name does not appear quoted in the same 
volume (p. 133), also relates the circumstance as it appeared to him: 

“A few days after some fifty or sixty rebel prisoners from about 
Sharon and Lloydtown, were marched down to the city, roped 
together, two and two in a long string; and shortly afterwards a 
volunteer corps, commanded by Colonels Hill_and Dewson, raised 
amongst the log-cabin settlers in the County of Simcoe, came down in 
sleighs to the city, where they did duty all winter. Tt was an extra- 
ordinary fact that these poor settlers, living in contentment in their 
log cabins, with their potato patches around, should turn out and put 
down a rebellion, originated among old settlers and wealthy farmers 
in the prosperous County of York.” 

While this was the view taken by a loyal writer, quite a different 
account of the same event is given by J. C. Dent in his Upper Can- 
adian Rebellion (Vol. 11., page 149), and is partly based upon the 
description of the march to Toronto in Lindsey’s life of W. L, Mac- 
Kenzie, II., 100. The following is Mr. Dent's account : 














“Supporters of the Government conceived themselves to be fully 
justified in arresting any one who was known to have professed Radi- 
12757 
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cal opinions. This spirit manifested itself in some exceptionally high- 
handed proceedings. Several hundred persons assembled at Brad~ 
ford, in the township of West Gwillimbury, and formed themselves 
into’a sort of vigilance committee. Without any pretence of author- 
ity, they intruded into the houses of suspected persons, seized all 
arms found on the premises, and, in not a few instances, made prison 
ers of the inmates. They then set out on a-march to Toronto, pass 
ing through Davidtown, Holland Landing and Newmarket, and mak- 
ing prisoners on the way of whomsoever they thought fit. Each 
prisoner, upon being seized, was pinioned by one arm to a strong 
central rope, and was thus paraded along the highway amid the 
hootings and jeerings of his captors. By the time Toronto was 
reached the number of seizures had footed up to between fifty and 
sixty. The unhappy prisoners presented an ignominious spectacle as 
they were marched down Yonge Street into the city. Many of them 
were wealthy, respectable yeomen, and some of them had had no part 
in the insurrection, Upon being handed over to the authorities they 
were thrown indiscriminately into jail, where some of them were 
doomed to languish for months before being brought to trial.”” 














Amongst those who, besides Colonel Hill and Major Dewson, 
were in charge of volunteers from this district, were Colonel Edward 
G. O'Brien, of Shanty Bay, and Col. Arthur Carthew of Hawkestone 
and Newmarket. Col. O'Brien marched for Toronto, but before arriv= 
ing at the city he received instructions from Sir F. B. Head, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, to take charge of the settlement near the vil- 
lage of Bond Head, for there had been some disaffection in that dis- 
trict. 

The men of Simcoe responded so promptly to the call that few 
able-bodied men were left in some of the settlements, Many of the 
unprotected women and children who remained at home were seized 
with a dread that they would be massacred by the Indians from the 
Coldwater Reserve, as they were giving the Government some trouble 
over the cessions of their lands about that time. The fear was natural, 
but eventually proved groundless. 

‘There were enough veterans among the militia to improve the 
raw recruits and turn them into good soldiers. The commanding 
officer of the main portion of the Simcoe Militia, Jeremiah Wilkes 
Dewson, was born at Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, Eng., Feb. 6, 
1794. - At the outbreak of the disturbances of 1837 he was gazetted a 
Major of an Incorporated Regiment, and afterward held the rank of 





Colonel in the Simcoe Militia. He died in West Gwillimbury, Aug. 
20, 1852. 
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Under Major Dewson were the following Captains with their 
several companies :— 

Hugh Stoddart, Rev. Wm. MeKillican, and Thomas Parker with 
the three West Gwillimbury companies. 

Captains Armstrong, Thomas Duff (Essa), Edmund $. Lally 
(Vespra and Kempenfeldt Bay), Keating, Slee (Orillia), Thomas Craig 
(Medonte), and James Darling (Penetanguishene). 

‘The pay roll for 12 days’ service of Capt. E. S. Lally’s (7th) Com: 
pany shows 38 men at 1s. 2d. a day, besides the officers. 

This muster of men for putting down the Rebellion in 1837 laid 
the foundation of the military organization in this county and was the 
forerunner of the 35th Regiment of the present time. In most of the 
pioneer settlements they afterward kept up Training Day once a year 
for a long time, for all the able-bodied men, each township having a 
muster of its own, But this system was defective and produced no 
good results 





‘Tue Perron or THE SEDENTARY Miuitia. 





Prior to 1863, military affairs were very different from what they 
afterward became. As an example of the military organization of 
former years, we may take the year 1857. The Sedentary Militia of 
Simcoe then consisted of eight battalions, thus :— 





1, Lieut.-Col, Elmes Steele, Medonte. 

2,“ James Manning, Tecumseth. 

4 - John Rose, Bradford, 

5 Thomas Lloyd, Barri 

6 “John MeWatt, Nottawasaga and Sunnidale. 
7 Benjamin Ross, Innisfil. 

8“ George McManus, Mono. 


(The third was either unorganized, or had no commanding officer.) 

These were called Sedentary Battalions. Col. Edward W. Thom- 
son of Toronto at this time had the command of the sth Military Dis- 
trict in which the Simcoe Battalions were situated. 

Besides the above sedentary battalions, there were, in that year, 
also, the following rifle companies :— 

Barrie, Capt. W. S. Durie. Lieut. H. Bernard. Ensign, Joseph 
Rogers. 
Collingwood, Capt. A. R. Stephen. Lieut. W. D.: Pollard. 
ign, G. Moberly. , A. Francis 
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(The rifle companies established throughout the Province were the 
forerunners of the volunteer movement of 1863.) 

The Militia Bill and the Volunteer Militia Bill, both of 1863, were 
the outcome of the War of the Rebellion in the U. S. They were 
defensive measures and inaugurated a new period in military matters. 
By the year 1866 we find that the establishment of volunteer com- 
panies had already been of the utmost importance to the whole Pro- 


‘Tne Periop oF THE VOLUNTEERS. 


The men of Simcoe turned out at the Fenian Raid in 1866. At 
this threatening time, John Hogg organized a Collingwood Battery of 
Garrison artillery, at the request of the Government, and was given 
the command. He was afterward gazetted Lieut.-Col. in 1877. The 
County Council provided for the wives and families of the volunteers of 


y a grant 











this county called out for active service in the Fenian Raid, b: 
of $2.00 for each wife or infirm adult, and 25 cents for children, per 
week, commencing with June ist, 1866, The towns of Collingwood 
and Barrie also contributed to the relief of the families of the volun- 
teers. 

Thomas C. Scoble, Acting Brigade Major of the sth Military Divi 
sion, U.C., Toronto, wrote Lieut.Col. Thos. R. Ferguson, the 
warden, in November, 1866, on the necessity for Drill-sheds in con- 
nection with the Volunteer system of the County. The Volunteers of 
Simcoe would require a Battalion shed as headquarters, and eight 
company sheds, for which the Government would make up about one~ 
half of the cost. At this time the County Council raised by deben- 
tures a loan of $5,000 for this purpose. At contract prices making an 
aggregate of $8,038, of which the Government granted $3,200, the 
Council erected Drill-sheds in various parts of the county. By June, 
1867, the whole of the sheds were under way, and some of them about 
completed, as follows :— 

A Battalion shed at Barrie. 

Two company sheds at Collingwood. 

One each at Cookstown, Orillia, Oro, Bowmore, (Duntroon), 
Bradford, Bond Head, Rosemont. 

The Battalion shed erected in Barrie was completed by November, 
1868, and was said to be one of the finest in the Province. Tt was 
built wholly of wood, those being the days of cheap lumber. During 
the summer, an accident had occurred while the building was in course 


























MILITARY AFFAIRS, 279 


of erection. A storm sprang up, destroyed a large amount of material, 
killed one of the men employed, and seriously injured the contractor, 
William Graham, The Council granted him $200 as a bonus. This drill- 
shed of the Battalion, at Barrie was burned down, August, 1886. 

The County Council granted 25 cents a day to each volunteer of 
the county on duty, in camp or garrison, in June, 1872, the aggregate 
grants for 1872 being $1,659. Similar grants were made for several 
years afterward by the Council, and in 1875 an additional $00 for 
rifle prizes. The latter became a fixed grant from 1886 to the pre- 
sent time. 

















Armory of the 85th Regiment, 


In the sixties Lieut.-Col. Alex. McKenzie was placed in com- 
mand of the Simcoe Battalion. He died at Port Arthur, Ontario, May 
18, 1882, in the discharge of his duty as an officer of the Northwest 
Mounted Police, and the Battalion erected a monument over his grave 
in the Union Cemetery at Barrie, He was succeeded in the command 
by Lieut.-Col. Wm, E. O’Brien, who commanded the York and Simcoe 
Battalion in the Northwest Rebellion of 1885. In this Rebellion the 
volunteers of the ‘Simcoe Foresters”” distinguished themselves by 
their soldierly conduct, and on their return home, the County Council 
gave them a reception and entertained them in a manner fitting such 
an occasion, The 12th Batallion, County York, accompanying the 
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ath, were also entertained with the County Battalion. Lieut.-Col. 
Richard Tyrwhitt who had the command of the York contingent in the 
Northwest service, died June 22, 1900. 

The Dominion Government, in 1887, refunded $1,024.32 to this 
County for kit supplies to the men of the 35th while in the Northwest, 
the County Council having made a request for the refund. And on 
receiving it, the Council contributed: $500 to the erection of a head 
quarters armory at Barrie, the Town of Barrie granted $500, and the 
Dominion Government $1,000. The new armory was required to 
replace the Battalion drill shed burned in the preceding autumn. 

As showing the trend of opinion in making pro 
supplies after the Northwest Rebellion, it is worthy of note that the 
application to the County Council, in November, 1890, for a grant of 
money to assist in procuring new helmets for the 35th Battalion 
resulted in no action by the Council except to memorialize the Dominion 
Government in the matter, as the Council thought it was the duty of 
the Dominion Government to provide the articles. This view of the 
County's share of responsibility had become current after the North- 
west Rebellion. The Militia Department, however, having refused to 
supply the helmets, the Council, in June, 1891, did so at a cost of 
$301. 

The successors of Lieut.-Col. O’Brien in the command of the 35th 
have been the following :— 

Lieut.-Col, James Ward. 

Lieut.-Col. John B. McPhee. 

Lieut.-Col. George W. Bruce, (August, 1907). 

In 1868, the ladies of the county presented the 35th Regiment 
with a set of flags—the Queen’s Colors and the Regimental Colors. 
Forty-one years later (in 1909) the County Council gave the Regiment 
the magnificent colors now in use, which are worthy of the foremost 
place the sth has always held amongst the rural regiments of Canada. 

A brief historical sketch of the sth, by Lieut.-Col. Ward, 
appeared in the Barrie Gasette of January 4, 1899, (Souvenir Number, 
celebrating the 3oth anniversary of the newspaper). 








ion for military 























Chapter XXII. 


THE SCHOOLS. 
‘Tur Pioneer ScHoois oF THE Earttest Perio. 


Prior to the year 1843, which we may regard as the close of the 
Pioneer period and the time of the inauguration of the second period 
in the history of the schools of the county (the District Council estab- 
lished in that year having assumed the control of school matters), 
about fifty common schools were in operation, But many of these 
were kept open for only part of the year, and even then with the 
greatest difficulty as the settlers were too poor to afford education for 
their children, 

‘The number of schools in the various townships in 1843 were 
approximately the following :— 


West Gwillimbury 6 
Tecumseth : 10 
Adjala 

Tonisfil 

Essa 

Oro 

Orillia 

Medonte and Flos 
Tiny 

Vespra 

Sunnidale 

Mulmur 


50 


In school affairs, there was great activity in the early forties, 
‘owing to the liberal aid to schools given by the School Act of 1841. 
‘The number increased to 83 schools by the year 1847. 

About the year 1823 the ‘Scotch settlers” of West Gwillimbury 
united to secure instruction for their children, and built a log cabin 
school house on lot 8, con. 6, which also served as a place of worship. 
Shortly after its erection, Lieut.-Governor Sir Peregrine Maitland 
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visited West Gwillimbury and this first school house there, and some 
of the young scholars never forgot the Governor's visit, and his kind 
words to them. 

The first teacher was Wm, Moffatt, but in the spring of 1826 they 
obtained the services of John Carruthers, a tall spare man, 
who had arrived from Scotland the previous summer. His 
teacher w 





lary as 
paid directly by the parents of the pupils, there being then 
no provision by the Government for the regulation of public schools. 
Among those who received their first instruction in the school from 
Carruthers may be mentioned Thomas D. McConkey, afterwards 
Sheriff of the County. Mr, Carruthers taught for two or three seasons 
at this place, and afterward became a travelling catechist of the Presby- 
terian Church. 

Susan Cassidy was the first teacher at Bradford, where she began 
to teach in 1837 at the age of 14. She was born in Paris, France, 











could use the French language, and now lives at an advanced age 
near Boston, Mass., where she still teaches French. She taught at 
Bradford during parts of 1837 and 1838, but as she was young and 
could not manage the partly grown boys with unruly dispositions, she 
gave up this position and went to Tecumseth where she also taught. 
Subsequently she became the wife of another teacher named Thomas 
O'Flynn, or Flynn, and both taught school. In 1848 they were teaching 
in Tecumseth, in the school near Jared Irwin’s, two miles south of Pen- 
ville. Thomas Flynn died in 1888 or about that time. Susan Flynn 
contributed some reminiscences of her pioneer teaching to the Docu- 
mentary History of Education in Upper Canada, (Vol. 4, p. 151). 








John Dissett taught the Bradford school after Susan Cassidy. It 
is said that he would often go to sleep, and during such periods the 
children would hold high carnival in the school room. After Mr. 
Dissett's term, George Douglas taught the school in Bradford. 











About the year 1832, John Garbutt taught the first school on the 
8th line of West Gwillimbury (Belfry’s schoolhouse), and after him 
Hough taught it. 











James Mackay, who contributed some reminiscences to the 4th 
volume of the Documentary History of Education in Upper Canada, 
p. 151, began to teach in May, 1837, in the ‘Scotch Settlement." He 
also taught in Tecumseth and again in 1840 or 1841 in West Gwillim- 
bury, two miles southeast of Bond Head. In 1848 and 1849 he taught 
in Bradford, his name being erroneously printed as “Murray"" in Vol. 
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8 of the Documentary History, which contains his reminiscences of 
the Bradford school. 

Patience Varcoe was one of the first female teachers in this 
ty, having come from England with her parents in 1842 and 
settled in West Gwillimbury in the following year. She afterward 
became the wife of a Mr, 











urtney of Lloydtown. Mrs. Courtney gave 
some reminiscences of her early school-teaching experiences in West 
Gwillimbury, Innisfil and Tecumseth, from 1843 onward, in the Docu- 
mentary History, Vol. 6, p. 306. 





bout the year 1834 or 1835, John Macaulay was the first teacher 
at Fisher's Corner, on the 9th line of West Gwillimbury, (lot 5)- 
Joseph Booth succeeded him at this school, 





Up to the year 1843, six schools had been established in West 
Gwillimbury, so far as can be ascertained, and in August of that year 
the District Council passed a By-law to raise taxes for building five 
more school houses in the township, and another in Adjala, 





Thomas Doyle was the first teacher at Mount Pleasant in West 
Gwillimbury on the establishment of a school there in 1844, and 
remained a year or two longer as teacher at the place. 








By the year 1843 ten schools were in operation in the Township 
of Tecumseth, and the District Council made provision in February, 





1844, for the erection of five others, 


The first schools in Tecumseth were in the southeast quarter of 
the township, where the earliest settlements were made. In the fur 
ther parts of the township, which, about the year 1836, were still on 
the outskirts of the settlements, one of the first schools was on lot 10, 
con. 5, and there is a school at the place to this day. In early years 


it was known as Martin's school. 





About the year 1845, Henry King was the first teacher at Ham- 
mill's schoolhouse, two miles west of Beton of the present day. Mr 
King’s son helped him with the teaching, while here. In the same 
school, during the early years, other teachers were Pywell, Sigsworth, 
McMahon, and O'Leary 

In Adjala, one of the most prominent of the pioneer teachers was 
Patrick Downey. He taught in that township in 1842, or earlier, and 
also in 1843. Later (in 1845) he began teaching in Eramosa, Welling- 





ton County, and contributed some of his experiences of the pioneer 
days to Volume 5 of the Documentary History of Education, 
19 
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In the same township (Adjala) James Magee taught six months 
in 1842, in a school on lot 5, con. 3, but the school commissioners did 
not pay him his share of the Government grant. So he asked the Dis- 
trict Council to interfere in his behalf. 


‘The first school in Innisfil, and the one to which the ‘*Dalhousie"” 
settlers sent their children, was erected at Gimby’s Corners (Churchill), 
in 1837 or 1838. One Harrison was the first teacher there, and was 
employed directly by the people, who clubbed together for the purpose. 
To this school came children from Croxon’s Corners, Gilford, and 
indeed from every place west and east, north and south, within a 
radius of ten mi 





‘This was the first and only school in this part of Innisfil for some 
years. We have been enabled to obtain the family names of those 
who attended it; the list is made up of almost all those families who 
were resident in the southern part of Innisfil at the time: Kettle, 
O'Donnel (Gilford), Clement, Willson, Ross, Scott, Rogerson, Me~ 
Lean, Cripps, Lennox, Hindle, Ritchie, Gimby, Patterson, Todd, 
Fisher, Garbutt (from the Hollows of West Gwillimbury), Gartley, 
Wallace, Moore. 





Wm, Booth was the first teacher at Stroud in the thirties, and 
was followed by Samuel Ross. 


‘The first school in Essa was held in a log house that was erected 
on lot 1, con. 10, early in the thirties to serve as an Orange Lodge. 
The first teacher here, or at least the first of which any account has 
reached the writer, was Andrew Coleman, an old man who taught the 
children of the pioneers for a time. (He was related to the family of 
this name on the Innisfil side.) A Mr. Bird also taught them, but 
only for a few months, as he grew cross, (so the story goes), and they 
had to put him out of the position in which he had practised his 
flogging powers too extensively. In the same building James Johns- 
ton also taught for a time, and then went to the Lewis school in the 
same neighborhood, about the year 1841. Mr, Johnston was a good 
pensman, and at a later time went to Owen Sound or its vicinity, where 
his family and descendants prospered. It was about the same time 
that a union school was erected and called Ross’ school. It was on 
the south side of the broken front in Tecumseth, but did service for 
the settlers along the townline in both townships. Another early 
teacher here was a Mr. Macaulay. 
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On the farm of D. Lewis, lot 3, con. 11, a mile north of Cooks- 
town, a school was established at an early date. It is said that a Mr. 
McMahon was the first teacher here. There were also, at an carly 
date, in the same school, Crawford M. Maxwell (for two or three 
years) and a Mr. Carter. After these, Mr. Johnston, mentioned above, 
also taught the school for a time. ‘The school was afterward moved to 
Cookstown. 


On the Penetanguishene Road north of Kempenfeldt there were 
some of the earliest schools in the County. A log schoolhouse was 
built at Crownhill (lot No. 10), on the Oro side, before the Rebellion of 
337, and William Crae was the first teacher in it. He was succeeded 
in 1842 by Edward Luck who taught the school continuously for 22 
years, 





Further north, at Dalston, Charles Debenham was the first 
teacher, also at an early time, and still further on, Thomas Williams, 
afterward a minister and missionary of the Methodist Church, taught 





school at Craighurst, 


Frederick Gatesman taught in the common school at Barrie in 
1842 and probably at an earlier time, after which he went to England. 


The Government granted land for the erection of school houses, 
and for school purposes, generally, in the Towns of Barrie, Orillia, and 
Penetanguishene. In fact, in nearly, if not quite, all of the three, at 
the times of the surveys of the original town plots, sites for schools 
were reserved. 





At Orillia, during this pioneer period, there were a few teachers, 
mostly sent by the Methodist Church, including Thomas Williams, 
besides Andrew Moffatt and his wile. 


In the western parts of the county, Gilbert Macaulay taught early 
in the forties at Sunnidale Corners, and George Sneath at Crowe's 
Corners. At Duntroon Peter Ferguson and Malcolm Livingstone 
were the first teachers school in Not- 
wing been in operation in 1843 or earlier. 





about the same period, the fir 





tawasaga h 





v 





f Scuoors UNDER THE District Counci. (1843-50). 


‘The Upper Canada Common School Act of 1843 created the office 
‘of Township Superintendent of Schools, an officer of this kind taking 
the place of the former school commissioners in each township. The 
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District Council of Simcoe at the February session of 1844, appointed 
a Superintendent for each township, the following being the list, so 
far as the writer has been able to ascertain them 





Adjala Michael Ryan. 
West Gwillimbury Rev. Wim, Fraser. 
Innisfil Lewis B. Algeo, 
Mono. George MeManus, 
Nottawasaga Calvin Throgpe. 
Orillia Rev. J. MacIntyre. 
Oro. Edward Ryall, 
Sunnidale Donald Shaw. 
Tay James Keating. 
Tecumseth Rev. F. L. Osler. 
Tiny ... Wm, Simpson, 
Vespra Patrick Smith, 


At the same session of the District Council (February, 1844) the 
Council nominated the Rev. S. B. Ardagh as the County Superin- 
tendent of Education, in accordance with the new School Act. Owing 
to the increased duties placed upon the County Superintendent under 
an amended Common School Act, requiring a larger share of his time 
than he could spare, the Rev. S. B, Ardagh tendered his resignation 
in October, 1846, to take effect at the close of the year. The Council 
epted his resignation and appointed Henry A. Clifford of Oro to 
the office. The increased duties referred to consisted in the change by 
which the school tax was to be paid to the District Superintendent 
instead of the Township Superintendents. 

Mr. Clifford's salary as District Superintendent was only £70 
a year, He traversed the district on horseback and gave interesting 
reports of the condition of the schools, some of his reports having 
been printed. In 1847, he found there were, in Simcoe District, 83 
common schools, taught by 79 male and only 4 female teachers. In 
this particular, it is worthy of note that nowadays female teachers 
preponderate over male teachers. There were also 14 Sunday Schools 
in operation. As a rule, teachers of good attainments could not be 
obtained for the mere pittance which trustees had it in their power to 
offer them. Mr. Clifford observes, in 1848, that the teachers’ pay was 








frequently less than that paid to a common day laborer. 
Under the School Act of 1849, township superintendents resumed 
the place they had formerly held, and Henry A, Clifford laid down his 











the First County School Inspector, 1844-6, 


Rev. 8. BL Ardagh, 
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office, March 1, 1 





i50. It was a period of frequent changes in school 
affairs, some of the changes not being always for the best. Before 
the use of the ballot at elections, in the days when everybody knew 
how everybody else voted, there were many instances when teachers 
lost their positions because they did not vote according to the views of 
their employers. 


THe Comox SCHOOLS oF LATER YEARS. 


The Common School Law of 1850 authorized the grammar school 
trustees and local superintendents to constitute a county board of Pub: 
lic Instruction, to examine and give certificates of qualification to 
teachers of the common schools. Hitherto, both district and township 
superintendents had given certificates of qualification to teachers, and 
the power of granting these did not desirably rest in the hands of a 
single individual. Hence the need for the establishment of the county 
board. The first meeting recorded of the Simcoe County Board of 
Public Instruction was held May 29, 1851, His Honor Judge Jas. R 
Gowan being the chairman, 











In January, 1852, the County Council considered the question of 
forming a second Board of Public Instruction, viz., for South Simcoe, 
which hitherto had been part of the territory of the first Board, but 
did not then take an 
protest, however, agaii 


steps to form a new Board. It registered a 






t having no power of control over the outlay 
of the existing board, whose expenses they were called upon to pay. 
In November, 1853, Rev. F. L. Osler petitioned the County Council 
for a Board of Instruction at Bond Head, where a grammar school 
was established about the same time, The Council deferred action 
upon the petition until the next session. A new law came into opera- 





tion in January, 1854, giving the County Council power to appoint the 
trustees of the county grammar schools. ‘This altered the circum- 
stances, so the Council at their January session established a Board 
of Public Instruction at Bond Head, composed of the eight townships 
in the south half of the county as it was then constituted 

One of the changes made by the Common School Act of 1846 (9 
ict., chap. 20) was to abolish the office of Township Superintendent. 
But the Act of 1849, as it has been already stated, restored these to 
office for more than 21 years’ longer. The names of the Township 
Superintendents appointed by the County Council for the various years 





in that period were 
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Adjala, James Hart, 1851, June, 1855-75 Patrick Kelly, 1852-5; 
Rev. F. X. Pourret, 1858; Rev. Michael Shea, 1859-60; Rev. 
J. J. Synnott, June, 1860-6; Rev. P. Conway, June, 1866; Rev. J. 
Mitchell, 1867-8; Rev. R. A. O'Connor, 1869-70; Rev. T. J. S 
1871. 








ivan, 





and Tosorontio, Thomas Drury, 1851-4 
Essa. Rev, Wm, Fraser, 1855-6; J. W. Norris, M.D., 1857 





Rob't. T. Banting, 1858-71. 





Flos. Geo. McKay, 1855; Rev. S. Brownell, 1856; Henry A. 


Clifford, 1857; William Harvey, 1858-7 
West Gwilimbury. Rev. Wm. Fraser, 1851-71. 
Innisfil. Rev. Thomas Lowry 








1851-2; Rev. G. Nugent, 1853-45 
Rev. S. B, Ardagh, 1855-6; J. W. Norris, M.D. 18573 Rev. Edward 
Morgan, 1858; Robert Cox, 1859; John Chantler, 1860; Rev. Thos. 
D. Pearson, 1861-2; Rev. Jacob Poole, June, 18% 

Medont 

Medoni 
Bush, 1865-7 
ston, 1870. 

Mono. Abraham Martin, 1851-2; Rev. Joha Fletcher, 1853-6; 
Rev. Jacob Vantinge, 1857-8; Moses Harshaw, 1859-62; Rev 
John Corbett, 1863; Rev. Alex. Henderson, 1864-5; Rev. Richard 

















Tiny and Tay. Henry A. Clifford, 1851-2 
Henry A, Clifford, 1853-9; James Shaw, 1860-4; Geo. 
3 Rev. R. H. Harris, 1868-9 and 1871; Rev. Wn 








John- 























Cleary, 1866-9; Rev. W. M. Christie, 1870-1 
Mulmur. John Little, 1851; Rev. John Fletcher, 1852-6; Rev 
Jacob Vanlinge, 1857-8; John Cooper, 1859-60; Rev. Archibald Col: 








oun, 1861-6, and 1869, 1870-1; Rev. John McCleary, 1867. 





Morrison and Muskoka, Jas. Bailey, sr., 1865; Jas. Bailey, jr, 
1866-8. 

Morrison. Jas. Bailey, 1869} Joseph Wasdell, + 
+ Rev, Walter Wright, 1871 





Muskoka. Wm. H. Taylor, 1860 
Wm. H. Taylor, 1870-1 
Nottawasaga and Osprey. John Ferguson, 1851. 





Monel 





Nottawasaga. Andrew Jardine, 18; 
1857; G. I. Bolster, 1858-9; Wm. Reed, 1860; Rev. John Campbell, 
June, 1860-61 ; Angus Bell, 1862-3; Rev. Jas. Greenfield, 1864-7; Rev. 
S. Briggs, 1868; Geo. C. McManus, M.D. 1869-71 


5; Rev. John Campbell, 











Orillia. Rev. Ari Raymond, 1851; Rev. John Gray, June, 1851-8 
Rev. T. Bolton Read, 1859-62; Dr. Geo. H. Corbett, October, 1862 
Rev. Alex. Stewart, 1863-71. 
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Oro. Duncan Clark Rev. John Gray, 1852-9; Rev. James 
Stewart, August 1st, 1859-62; Rev, John Gray, June, 1862-4; Rev. 
Jas. Ferguson, 1865-71. 

Tay and Tiny. Wa. Simpson, 1853-67; George Mitchell, June, 
1867-8; Rev. S. L. Atherton, June, 1868; Rev. John Flood, 1860. 

Tay. John Irving, 1870-1 

Tiny. Rev. John Flood, 1870-1 

Tecumseth. Rev. F. L. Osler, 1851-6; Rev. Wm, Fraser, 1857-85 
Rev. S. S. Strong, 1859-60; Rev. Wm, Fraser, 1861-2; Rev. A. J. 
Fiddler, 1863-8; Rev. John Davidson, 1869-71. 
. John Fletcher, 1855-6; J. W. Norris, M.D., 
1857; Rev. J. Vanlinge, 1858-9; John Anderson, 1860; Wm, Wright, 
1861-2; Rev. Alex. McClennan, 1863-9; Rev. Jas. Matheson, 187 

Vespra, Flos and Sunnidale. Patrick A. Smith, 1851; Rev. Thos. 
2; Rev. G. Nugent, 1853-4. 

Vespra and Sunnidale. Rev. John Douse, 
Ardagh, 1856; Henry A. Clifford, 1857; Ephraim Dean, 1858; George 
Lane, 1859. 











Tosorontio. Re 














Lowry, June, 18; 











‘unnidale, Wm, Gladstone, 1860; Ephraim Dean, 1861-3, and 
1863; Rev. John Campbell, 1864; Rev. Jas. Greenfield, Nov., 1864, 
and June 1865-7; Alex. Heaslip, 1868-71 

spra, George Lane, 1860; George Sneath, 1801-71 











Barrie. Rev. John Douse, 1854-6. 

Watt and Cardwell. Christopher Martin, 1871. 

St. Vincent, Euphrasia and Collingwood Townships. Jason Bur- 
hell, 1851 

Artemesia. Charles Draper, 1851 
than half of the townships throughout this county, as 
elsewhere, the local superintendents were clergymen of some Protestant 
denomination, This gave umbrage to Roman Catholics, and was one 
of the chief reasons for the Separate School clauses in the Act of 
1853. By the year 1859, there were Separate Schools established in 
Nottawasaga, Orillia, Vespra and Barrie, and the By-law in that year 
to raise the levy throughout the county for school purposes specifies 
the schools of this kind for the first time. ‘Thomas R. Ferguson, M.P. 
for South Simcoe, introduced a Bill into the House of Assembly to 
repeal the Separate Schools Act or clauses, March 30, 1860. But his 
Bill was withdrawn, May 18, and he reintroduced it in 1861, but with 


the same results. 


In mor 
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The Ninth Volume of the Documentary History of Education 
contains an account of the early school buildings and accommodation 
by the Rev. John Gray, D.D., who was School Inspector for Oro and 
Orillia for several years. It was part of a paper he prepared for the 
East Simcoe Teachers’ Association in 1892. 

The County Council, in June, 1869, offered some opposition to the 
proposal made by the Rev. Dr. Egerton Ryerson, the Chief Superin- 
tendent of Education, to abolish the office of Local or Township 
‘ Superintendent and appoint County Superintendents. The system of 

having clergymen inspect the common schools had already produced 
separate schools and other unfortunate results, and it was deemed to 











be time for a change. Dr. Ryerson attended a convention in Barrie 
in January, 1869, and the County Council then in session also attended 
the same convention, with a view to arriving at an agreement, but 
this did not allay their opposition or convince them of the need of a 
change. The Act passed the Ontario Legislature in due course, 
abolishing the Township Superintendents and introducing a new order 
of affairs. In June, 1871, the Council appointed, in compliance with 
the Act, the Rev. William McKee, inspector of schools for the South 
Riding of the County, and James C. Morgan, inspector for the North 
Riding. In the following January the Council protested because the 
} new school law increased the expenses of inspection and the Board of 














Examiners. Also because there was a higher standard required for 
certificates than under the old Board, with the prospective result (in 
\ the opinion of the Council) that many schools would be closed. Their 
fears ultimately proved to be groundless, By the late school changes, 
a Board of Examiners for the County took the place of the Boards of 
Public Instruction, North and Sout 





In January, 1876, the County Council set apart the District of 
Muskoka and Parry Sound as a distinct school inspectorate, and 
appointed the Rev. A. Findlay as Inspector, but it would appear that 
the Education Department did not consent to the change, and no pay- 
ment to the Rev. Mr. Findlay appears in the County records. Hitherto 
the schools of the new districts had been in the inspectorate of North 
Simcoe. In October, 1878, the Council requested the Education 
Department to set apart Muskoka District for Inspectoral purposes, 
and followed up the request in the following January by appointing 
the Rev, Thos. McKee, school inspector for the proposed inspectorate, 
of the Muskoka District. Early in the ensuing March, the Minister 


of Education si 








d his concurrence in the arrangement, and the 
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Rev. Thos. McKee entered upon his duties. Owing to the difficulties 
the people of Muskoka townships had to contend with, they could 
keep the schools in some sections open only one-half of the year. 

In 1877, Model Schools were established in Barrie and Bradford 
for training school teachers, one in each of the two ridings of the 
county. At its October session, the County Council granted $100 to 
each for yearly maintenance 

Rev. William McKee resigned his position as Public School 
Inspector for South Simcoe, and the County Council appointed Rev. 
Thomas McKee as his successor, in June, 1881. Again, in 1887, the 
Council, finding the schools of North Simcoe required a third inspector, 
set apart East Simcoe as a distinct inspectorate, and in November 
appointed Isaac Day to fill the position. In 1906, James C. Morgan 
having resigned as Public School Inspector for North Simcoe, the 
Council appointed G. K. Mills to succeed him. 














The Public School Act of 1895 having authorized Continuation 
Classes for pupils who passed the entrance and public school leaving 
examinations, and certain schools in the county having taken advan- 
tage of the provision, the County Council granted, in November of 
that year, $2.50 per capita to each school for the half year ending 








December 31, 1896. This resulted in considerable outlay on account 


of the Continuation Classes which were established in several parts of 
the county which had hitherto been unprovided with facilities for 
advanced school training. 








Grasmak Scnoots, Hic ScHoois axp Coutesiate Institutes. 


‘The history of the advanced schools of the county is not without 
an interest of its own. On August 3, 1843, the Governor-General, 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, issued a commission appointing trustees for a 
District Grammar School, (Simcoe being then called a District instead 
‘of a County). And the District Council, on August 9, set apart the 
large room in the lower storey of the east wing of the Court House at 
Barrie for the use of the Grammar School, to be occupied until suit- 
able buildings could be provided. His Honor Judge Ardagh supplied 
a sketch of the early grammar school for the fifth volume of the Docu- 
mentary History of Education (p. 283). 








‘The Government granted nine lots in Barrie for a school house 
and master’s residence. Frederick Gore, the head master of the 
Grammar School, received the patents for three lots (Nos. + 26, 
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making a total of } acres) on the north side of Blake Street, August 
20, 1845, also No. 12 on the south side of Collingwood Street, and 
others at later times. But the undertaking of the erection of new 
buildings proceeded slowly. By March 20 of the same year (1845 
the attendance of pupils at the Grammar School, which was the only 
one in the county at that time receiving government grants, had 
reached 43, according to the report for that year. In October, 1848, 
the Grammar School was still carried on in the Court House, although 








not without a growing dissatisfaction at the slowness of the comple- 
tion of the new building, on the part of the District Council. The 
room in the Court House was in use for the Grammar School until 
1849, the trustees having appealed to the District Council for a grant 
of money to enable them to finish the school house. In the later fifties, 
Mr. Gore was succeeded as Head Master by the Rev. W. F. Checkley. 

In June, 18; 
as the Senior Grammar School, needed en! 





59, the above institution, which at this time was known 
jargement and improvement. 
When built, it was calculated for only 30 pupils, but as the attendance 
had increased to 66 daily, further accommodation was required. ‘The 
members of the County Council made a personal inspection of the 
school and granted $700 for the extension of the building. At a later 
time (about the year 1868) the name was changed to ‘High School,” 





and in 1880 it became a Collegiate Institute, when the old building 
was abandoned for the one now in use. 

There was a Grammar School at Bond Head in January, 1854, 
it having been built and opened at an earlier date, viz., 185: 
but this is the first time it appears in the county records, the County 





Council at that time having appointed trustees for the institution. It 
would appear that it did not flourish. In the Documentary History of 
Education, (Volume r4, p. 69), Dr. Egerton Ryerson's letters give 
some facts in regard to this Grammar School at Bond Head. It was 
open six weeks in 1856, but vacant the first half of 18: 
age attendance was only six in the latter half of the last named year; 
so that Common and Grammar Schools at Bond Head were united into 
‘one school. Rev. F, L. Osler, who was the moving spirit of the 
institution, was removed to Ancaster, Ontario, the same year (1857), 
and the school languished for a while afterward. In 1839, the school 
and even the school house, at Bond Head, were moved to Bradford, 
which had petitioned the Council for a grammar school two years before 
this time (viz., in June, 1857), but the Council had been prevented from 
establishing one at Bradford owing to the existence of the one at 






the aver- 
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Bond Head. n in January, 1857, the Finance Committee of the 
County Council had disapproved very much of the former manage- 
ment of the Bond Head Grammar School, and more especially of that 
of the year 1856, it having been notorious that the school had been 
vacant for the greater part of the year. 

Bradford raised $2,000 by debentures for enlarging and improv- 
ing the High School in January, 1891, but it was soon afterward 
destroyed by fire. Early in 1892, the citizens raised a further sum of 
$3,000 for rebuilding the institution, which 
furnished. 





is now well equipped and 


Collingwood petitioned the County Council in June, 1857, for a 
Grammar School, and the Council established one in accordance with 
the request, and passed a By-law for that purpose, on June 20. The 
first Principal of the School was the Rev. John Langtry, who taught 
the first classes in his own house. Another teacher in Collingwood 
was Frederick Gore, who had formerly taught the Grammar School 
in Barrie, had afterward gone to Collingwood, where, about 1863, he 
taught for some three years. Rev. Robert Rodgers became the Prin- 
cipal in 1865, or earlier. In Mr. Gore's time, the school was kept in 
a building on Front Street, and later, in Mr. Rodger’s term, in the 
Council Hall. W. Williams, B.A., became the Principal in 1873, and 
for twenty-eight years and a half held the position, retiring in August, 
rgor, when G. K. Mills, B.A., was appointed. During the long period 
of Mr. Williams’ Principalship, the institution developed rapidly. A. 
brick building was erected in 1874, and an addition was made to it in 
1879, making a well-equipped building. With the beginning of 1879 
it became a Collegiate Institute, the first to receive the name in this 











county. 

In January, 1876, the County Council passed a By-law to estab- 
lish a High School in the Town of Orillia, the first trustees of which 
were :—Rev. A. Stewart, Rev. John Gray, H. S. Seadding, Melville 
Miller, D. J. Beaton, and George J. Booth 

In June, 1895, the County Council fixed by By-law, the fees to 
be paid by 
Institutes at $1 per month while in attendance. In more recent years, 
high schools were established in Midland and Penetanguishene. 








pupils attending the several High Schools and Collegiate 





Chapter XXIII. 
THE EARLY PRESS. 


Another teaching force—the Press— next deserves attention; and 
although it is not under the care of officials, none the less it is all 
important to the people, and should not be omitted. Mew persons will 
dispute that the Press of the county has exerted a powerful influence 
on its material condit 





n. Among the earliest persons of distinction 
in this county to play an important part in Canadian journalism was 
Hugh Scobie. Coming from the north of Scotland as an emigrant 
about 1834, he settled on a farm half a mile west of Bradford, But, 
not finding Canadian forest life congenial to his tastes, he soon 
changed his abode to Toronto, where he established the British 
Colonist, retaining, however, for several years after this, his West 
Gwillimbury farm, The greater part of the official printing of the 
District of Simcoe (i-e., for the Court of Quarter Sessions, and for 
the District Council) was done by Mr. Scobie from 1844 to 1847. The 
publishing house which he founded in Toronto at that early date is 
now the well-known firm of Copp, Clark & Co. 

Although Simcoe County can thus claim an early adventurer in 
Canadian Journalism it was not till August 6th, 1847, that the county 
produced a newspaper of its own. The first journal published north of 











Toronto was issued in Barrie on that date under the proprietorship and 
editorial management of Thomas Fox Davies. Mr. Davies’ partner 
was Wm. R. Robertson, but the partnership was discontinued after 
three months, and Mr. Davies assumed control. This pioneer repre- 
sentative of the press was called the Magnet. At first it was neutral 





in politics, but afterward gave a support to the Baldwin Reform part 





Up to this time great inconvenience had been experienced by the Dis- 
trict officials and the business men, owing to the want of a local press, 
each one feeling that the settlement of this northern country was 


retarded thereby. Efforts were made to induce some enterprising 





“‘typo”” to locate in the county town and supply the want; but with- 

out a guarantee of 500 subscribers to start with, none would risk his 

time and means in a district so sparsely settled, so little known, and 

so unfavorably spoken of by those on the frontier. The Magnet, soon 

after it was established, did good service in advocating the first rail- 
[298] 














Thomas Fox Davies, the Pione 
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way through the county, as it has already been shown in the Chapter 
on the Northern Railway, and in other ways it promoted the develop- 
ment of the new district, In 1852 Mr. Davies changed the name of 
his paper to the Northern Advance, and under this name it continues to 
flourish at the present day. Two years later (in 1854) Richard J. 
Oliver became proprietor of the Advance plant, and added thereto a 
book bindery. He owned it for several years, until he was appointed 





locating agent for the free grant lands in Muskoka, 


‘To offset the Reform influence of the Magnet, a Conservative 
jour 





, called the Herald was established in 1851 by the Hon, James 
Patton in conjunction with Dr. Pass, Hewett Bernard, Capt, E. A. 
Walker, and others. After an existence of three or four years the 
Herald expired, leaving the Advance alone in the field. But the Con- 
servative party soon became tired of its milk and water policy, and 
after the Herald had been dead for about a year, the plant of the 
Herald expired, leaving the Advance alone in the field. But the Cori= 
stock company consisting of D’Arcy Boulton, D'Alton McCarthy, sr., 
Dr. Pass, Daniel Bell, H. R. A. Boys, his Honor Judge Boys, and 
others. This company established in 1857 a new paper,—The Spirit 
of the Age, which was placed under the management of Mr. Davies, 
who conducted it in the interests of out-and-out Conservatism and 
Orangeism. After an existence of about five years, The Spirit of the 
4ge expired. During the two last years of its issue it was the prop- 
erty and under the control of Messrs. Hunt & Parks, of Toronto. 














‘The person, who has been referred to so frequently in the forego- 
ing remarks, viz., Thomas Fox Davies, the pioneer publisher of this, 
county, and in fact, one of the pioneers of Provincial journalism in 
Ontario, was born in the City of Manchester, Eng., in September, 
1819, and began his career as a printer at the age of fifteen in the 
office of the Manchester and Salford Advertiser. In 1837, when the 
Advertiser added to its plant the first cylinder or power press out of 
London, Mr. Davies, then a young man, was appointed its first press- 
man, After the close of his seven years’ apprenticeship, he sailed to 
America, landing in New York, Sept. 9, 1843. He spent a short period 
in New Orleans and Cincinnati, afterward settling in Toronto, where 
he operated the first cylinder press in Canada for Peter Brown of the 
Globe, in the year 1845. A sketch appeared in the Toronto Globe, 
Feb. 9, 1901, giving the career of the veteran printer, Mr. Davies, 
whose death occurred Nov. 10, 1903, at the age of 84 year: 
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William Manley Nicholson established the Barrie Examiner in 
February, 1864. Mann- & Richardson established the Northern 
Gazette in 1868, and soon afterward it became the property of 
Nathaniel King. 

At Bradford, R. Goldie started a newspaper called the Bradford 
Chronicle about the time of the opening of the Northern Railway in 
1853. It lived for five or six years. William Donaldson started 
another newspaper at Bradford in x 
journal, which had an existence of about ten years, In 1866, Porter 
& Broughton purchased the plant of the defunct Times and started 
the South Simcoe News, which one of the firm, H. S. Broughton, con- 
ducted for more than a quarter of a century, and then sold it to Edmund 
Garrett of the HWitness, whose office and plant had been completely 
destroyed in the fire that visited Bradford early in 1892. The last 
number of the News appeared on April 7, 1892. 


, called the Times, a Liberal 











At Collingwood, John Hogg started the Enterprise in the begin- 
ning of January, 18: 





He retained some connection with the news- 





paper throughout his whole life, and took a prominent part in the 
public affairs of the town and county, as it has been shown in another 
chapter. At a later time, George Foreman started a paper called the 
Review, but it did not exist for any length of time. David Robson 
started the Bulletin in 1871, which at a later time was purchased by 
Wm. Williams. 

George P. Hughes started at Kenansville in 1865 the Simcoe 
Observer, and after the first three years called it the Sentinel. He 
moved the plant to Tottenham in 1882, where it has since been issued. 





ie 





The first newspaper published in Orillia was the Times, which 
made its appearance, May 2, 1867, under the cumbersome title of 

The Orillia Expositor and North Simcoe Journal of the Times,” or 
briefly, the Expositor, as it was called at first. To establish this news- 
paper, C, Blackett Robinson, then proprietor of the Lindsay Post, 
sent Peter Murray, and provided him with a press and plant, for 





warded by waggon along the Atherley Road, After 26 years’ conn 
tion with the Times, Mr, Murray sold it to the present proprietor, H. 
. Blackstone, in the beginning of Sept. 1893. About 1872, Robert 
Ramsay had a newspaper at Orillia for a while, called the Northern 
‘The Orillia Packet was established in 1870 by W. Hale, and 
is still published by Hale Brothers. John Curran started the Orillia 
petter in 1883. 
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At Alliston, M, C. McCarthy established the Star about the year 
1871, and E, A. Newton, the Herald, at a later period, 

Paul H. Stewart established the Cookstown Advocate in July, 
1874, and carried it on for a few years, afterward being appointed 
the Assistant County Treasurer, which office he filled until his death, 
‘At a later time another journal having the same name appeared in 
Cookstown 

A. C, Osborne and his eldest son founded the Penetanguishene 
Herald in 1881, and carried it on for two or three years, when he sold 
out his interest to Donald R. McKay. After Mr. McKay had it about 
two years, he in turn sold out to Wm. H. Hewson, 
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Chapter XXIV. 


THE PIONEER CHURCHES. 





.ce the incoming of the first settlers, the growth of religious 
culture has been steady and progressive. The order of arrangement 
of the particulars which will be presented in this chapter, and which 
will relate chiefly to the four churches to which the larger part of the 
county's inhabitants belong, will be according to the age of the church 
in human history. It will be impossible to bring this subject down to 
the present time, so our sketches of the various denominations will 
usually be confined to the period before the year of Confederation 
(1867). 





‘Tue Roma CatHouic Dexomination. 


‘The first efforts of the Roman Catholies to have places of public 
worship 





1 this county were made in Adjala and Penetanguishene. On 
September 4, 1834, Bishop Macdonnell received a deed from the Crown 
of lots 10, 11 and 13, concession 8 of Adjala, (along the ‘Tecumseth 
townline), where the church of St. James was established. The Rev 
Father Edward Gordon had charge of the extensive parish of Niagara 
to which the station of Adjala and Tecumseth belonged at the earliest 
time. But a pioneer log church had been already built before the time 
the Crown Patent was obtained, for we read in the Retrospect (p. 168) 
of a traveller (John Carruthers) under date of Sept. 29, 1833, that the 
Roman Catholics of Adjala had by that time built a church, and were 
to be visited by a priest once a month 

‘The Rev. Dean Harris, (who himself was pastor of Adjala and 
Tecumseth in 1870) relates some of Father Gordon's experiences in 
those townships in the early days, in his volume on the “Catholic 
Church in the Niagara Peninsula.” For a time, also, the Adjala sta~ 
tion was connected with Toronto Township and Albion, for which the 








name of the Rev. Murt Lalor appears as the regular clergyman in 
1836. Sometime in the forties, the Bishop erected Adjala and Tecum- 
seth into a separate parish, of which the Rev. P. Rattigan was pastor 
for some years, and in North Adjala a mission was established at 
Arlington at an early date. 
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‘The priests in charge of Adjala in succeeding years were :— Rev. 
F. X. Pourret, Rev. Michael O’Shea (1858-60), Rev. J. J. Synnot 
(1860-6). 

Bishop Power made a pastoral tour in the county during his term 
in the diocese; and his successor, Bishop Charbonnel, visited the 
northern stations in Medonte and Penetanguishene as much as three 
times. The Rev. Father James Quinlan was in Medonte about the 
year 1840, either in temporary charge or on a pastoral visit. At a 
later time he was in charge of the Newmarket Parish. About the 
year 1855, a separate parish was formed with its centre at Barrie, of 
which the Rev. George R. Northgraves became Dean about 1865. 








Some interesting particulars of the beginning of Roman Catholic 
services at Penetanguishene appeared in a paper read by the Rev. 
Father Th. F. Li 
Institute held at that town, September 25, 1891. In February, 183. 
Bishop Macdonnell of Kingston, made his first pastoral visit to Pene- 
tanguishene, accompanied by Father Crevier, the resident missionary 
at the Detroit River. Soon afterward, a log church was built on the 
site of the present town hall in Penetanguishene. There was no sta- 
tioned priest at first, although the people received occasional visits 
from travelling priests until one came to reside. In the absence of a 
priest, a zealous Frenchman named Dedin Revolte (Revol) held ser~ 
vices whenever there was no regular instructor in the faith, and he 
also spent much time and money for the religious instruction of the 
Indians. 





boreau at a summer convention of the Canadian 














The first regular missionary was Father Lawrence Dempsey, but 
he died suddenly while travelling on the Penetanguishene Road. The 
Rev. Lawrence Dempsey was a missionary priest or catechist, whose 
ame obscurity that envelops so many 
other worthy pioneers. He built the original Ste. Anne's Church at 
Pentanguishene. The date given by the Rev. Father Laboreau was 
1835, although John Carruthers asserts in his Retrospect (p. 107) that 
the Catholic Church was there on March 9, 1833. The next who took 
charge of the mission was the Rev. Jean Baptiste Proulx in 1836. 
Father Proulx, wishing to devote himself exclusively to the Indians, 
and having obtained another priest in 1837, the Rev. Amable Charest 
of Three Rivers, to reside in Penetanguishene, he went with the 
Indians in that year when their headquarters were moved to Wikemi- 
kong in Manitoulin Island. Father Charest remained in charge of 
Penetanguishene and adjoining stations for nearly twenty years. 


labors have passed into the 
































306 4 HISTORY OF SIMCOE COUNTY, 

In 1861, the original log church at Penetanguishene having 
become too smalll and inconvenient, it gave place to another which was 
dedicated in that year by Archdeacon (afterward Archbishop) Walsh ; 
and this one in turn was replaced by the handsome structure erected 
to the memory of the Jesuit priests martyred in the seventeenth cen- 
tury. 





Tur Episcoratians. 


‘The Rev. Adam Elliott was the travelling missionary of the Epis- 
copal Church in 1833-6; he baptized, married and read burial services 
for the settlers, the records of which are preserved in the Reg 
St. James Cathedral, Toronto. Mr. Elliott went to Manitoulin Island 
in 1836 with Capt. T. G. Anderson as a missionary to the Indians. 
The missionary, Rev. C. C. Brough, Dr. Darling and Mr. Bailey, the 
schoolmaster, also went to Manitoulin Island in 1837 when the Indian 
Agency was moved there from Coldwater. 

Mr. Elliott was succeeded as travelling missionary in 1836 by the 
Rev. H. H, O'Neill, and after the Rev. F. L. Osler settled at Bond 
Head in 1837, as the first stationed clergyman in the south half of the 
county, the services of the travelling missionary were, in some degree, 
dispensed with. The church records at Bond Head begin with the 
arrival of the Rev. Mr. Osler, and are carefully preserved by the pre~ 
sent incumbent, the Rev. A. C. Watt. Bishop Strachan made his 
first visit to Tecumseth in 1840, and spoke of the settlers as thriving, 





ister of 























The Rev. Featherstone L. Osler, the pioneer clergyman, was a 
native of Falmouth, Eng., and came to Canada in 1837, proceeding to 
Newmarket where he stayed for a short time until the completion of 
the parsonage at Bond Head. He then took charge of the new parish, 
which included all South Simcoe, and a great part of North Simcoe. 
An active and vigorous man in the performance of his work, he built 
many churches and established several congregations. He labored for 
twenty years in the large parish, out of which new parishes were 








formed from time to time, as the county developed, and in 1857 was 
transferred and became rector of Ancaster and Dundas, where he 
resided until his resignation in 1882. His death occurred in Toronto, 
February 16, 1895, at the ripe age of 90 years. While in the Tecumseth 
charge, he took an active part in educational affairs, some account of 
which may be found in the chapter on schools. Several sons in his 
family have been distinguished in Canadian affairs. Justice F. Osler 
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of the Ontario Court of Appeal; B. B. Osler, K.C., one of the most 
prominent members of the Canadian bar, (d. Feb. 5, 1901, aged 62 
years); E. B. Osler, M.P. for West Toronto; Prof. Wm. Osler of 
Oxford University, England (formerly of Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, U.S.) 

At St. Paul’s, Innisfil, on the Twelfth Line, a settler, John Pratt, 
gave an acre of land on the northwest corner of his farm, (lot 16, con. 
11), for the purpose of a church and a cemetery. A frame church was 
erected here in 1851, as an adjunct of the Shanty Bay parish, and in 
1865 it was made a separate parish with the Rev. E. W. Murphy as 
the first incumbent. Mr. Murphy continued in this charge for a period 
of 39 years. 

‘The Rev. George Halen settled in Medonte in 1835 in charge of 
George's church, but moved in 1840 to Penetanguishene, where he 
became the first rector of St. James’ church, as well as Chaplain to the 
Military Establishment. In Penetanguishene, there was a newly 
erected Episcopalian Church (doubtless built of logs, as nearly all 
houses were at that time), “half way between the village and the 


as early as March 9, 1833, as we learn from the 


























Establishment 
Retrospect of John Carruthers (p. 107). Bishop Strachan, leaving 
Toronto, July 19, 1842, made a confirmation tour in the northern 





parishes, in the course of which he consecrated the new church of 
James at Penetanguishene. ‘This church is still in use near the site 
of the original structure. 

From the earliest period of the county’s settlement Shanty Bay 
was a centre of mission labor in connection with the Episeopal Church, 
Col. E, G. O'Brien, who was an adherent of that body, having been 
the first settler and founder of Shanty Bay, the place naturally beca 





associated with the workers of that denomination. The first 





copal missionary efforts in the district were, like those of other 
churches, made by travelling clergymen in the dwelling houses of the 
settlers. Bishop Strachan made occasional journeys to Penetangui- 
shene before 1830, and the Rev. V. P. Mayerhoffer of 
Vaughan sometimes visited former parishioners of his in Innisfil, and 
held services in their houses. Other 
through the Simcoe settlements, but only once or twice a year. 


flarkham and 








Jergymen at various times passed 


Among the first stationed clergymen at Shanty Bay was the Rev, 
H. M. Bartlett, afterwards officiating chaplain to the forces at 
Kingston, who was succeeded in 1842 by the Rev. S. B. Ardagh. By 
that year the congregation at Barrie had almost dissolved in conse- 
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quence of the absence of a minister, but through Mr. Ardagh’s exer- 
tions it revived and made rapid progress. The Barrie church was a 
frame building, had been erected as early as 1834 by Admiral Robert 
O’Brien, and through Sir John Colborne it was endowed as a Rectory 
with Clergy Reserve lands. The site on which the church in the 
county town was built was granted by patent to “The First Rectory of 
Vespra”” on January 21, 1836. 

Shortly before Mr. Ardagh’s arrival at Shanty Bay in 1842, a sub- 
stantial mud-brick church was built there, which excelled every other 











‘The First Trini 





ry Chareh, Barrie, (Erected 1834.) 


edifice of the kind in architectural appearance, and still stands as a 
memento of that period. ‘The career of that m 





1n is so intimate 
ciated with the early religious and educational life of the county, 
that it will be proper, at this point, to sketch briefly his connection with 
the work. 

Rev. S. B. Ardagh was born in Ireland in 1803, and after a care 
ful preparation for the ministry, was appointed in 1826 to a curacy in 








Waterford, where he labored faithfully for fourteen years. But the 
igious differences of the time caused him to entertain the idea of 
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removing to Canada. Through the medium of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel he entered into correspondence with Col 
O’Brien of Shanty Bay, and eventually decided on entering the exten- 
sive missionary field of which that place was the headquarters. In 
August, 1842, he sailed with his family from Waterford for Quebec, 
and in due season they reached their destination. The journey from 
Toronto northward to Kempenfeldt Bay was performed in the simple 
fashion of the day with the facilities then afforded by the route, and 
is thus mentioned in Rev. Mr. Ardagh’s published memoir :—'There 
being but one small stage coach, the greater number of the party were 
conveyed up Yonge 








eet on baggage waggons, to Holland Landing, 
and thence across Lake Simeoe in the steamer Simcoe, to Shanty Bay, 
where they arrived on October 7th, 1842.” 

The mission in connection with Shanty Bay, over which he came 
to preside, had a wide extent, embracing the townships of Oro, 
Medonte, Flos, Innisf 





Vespra, Mono, Essa, Euphrasia, Sunnidale, 





Nottawasaga, and St. Vincent; which territory is now divided into 
twelve or more parishes. In the performance of his missionary duties 
he had to traverse this area, and search out the widely scattered habita- 
tions of his parishioners. It fell to his lot to hold three services every 
Sunday, in all Kinds of weather, and four services during the week at 
distant stations. At the time of his appointment the roads in his 
extensive mission field were of the very worst kind, and it was often 
only possible to travel on horseback, which mode of travel he found 
it necessary to adopt. 





The incidents and hairbreadth escapes in Rev. Mr. Ardagh’s 
missionary life form a thrilling narrative. Now it was a long journey, 
again he would lose his way in the woods, or again a dangerous fall 


narrowly escaping deat 





hen it was a ride for life through burning 
forests, or breaking through the ice on some lake or river. But these 
dangers never deterred him from the path of duty 





His diary, extracts from which have been published in the memoir 
referred to, abounds with references to services held at different places. 
In addition to the regular appointments at Shanty Bay and Barrie, 
there were a number of others where services were held regularly, 
though with less frequency. These included :— 

Gimby’s School House (Churchill) 
Henry's School House (Thornton). 
Myer’s School House (Stroud). 
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White’s School House (Dalston). 
Mr. Alley’s (Colored Settiement,. 
Mr. Campbell’s (Oro). 

Mr. Craig's (Medonte) 

Mr. Raymond’s School House (Oro). 





‘The rapid settlement of the county, and the extension of the mis- 
sion field in new parts rendered his work so atduous that in 1845 a 





travelling mi 
was filled in succession by Rev. Geo. Bourne (18. 
jetcher (1847-1850), Rev. Garrett Nugent (1851-1854), and Rev. Ed- 
ward Morgan (1855—), who became his successor as Rector of Barrie. 
By the strain upon his energy in so many missionary labors, his 
health became shattered so early as 1849, from rheumatic disorders 
contracted by sleeping in poorly protected houses while on distant 
journeys in his mission field. With diminishing strength he continued 
his labors, however, as best he could. Attacks of illness would some- 
times compel him to cease from work for a time, and oblige him to 
visit Europe to recruit his health, until at last, despite every effort for 
restoration, his illness proved fatal. His death occurred at his home in 
Shanty Bay, on October sth, 1869. 
Mr. Ardagh belonged to that section of the Episcopalian ct 
known as the Evangelical. During his residence at Shanty Bay he 
‘as closely connected with education in Simcoe County. For some 
time he was chairman of the Board of Grammar School Trustees. He 


nary was appointed to assist him. This appointment 
1847), Rev. John 





























was also a member and examiner of the Board of Public Instruction 
for Simcoe, The District Municipal Council appointed him Superin- 
tendent of Schools for the County, a position which he held during 
1844-6. 

In 1873, a Home for the reception of Indigent Women was erecte 
to the memory of himself and wife, at Barrie, by his surviving chil 
dren, viz. :—Elizabeth, wife of Henry O’Brien, K.C., barrister, 
Toronto; Anna, wife of Sir James Gowan, Judge of Simcoe, and 
Senator; Martha Letitia, wife of Judge W. D. Ardagh, Winnipeg; 
Judge Ardagh, senior Judge of Simcoe; Naomi Emma; and Marian 
Isabella, wife of H. H. Strathy, K.C. 

The Rev. John McIntyre became clergyman of Orillia in 1841 
Besides his parish duties, for which the reward that came to him was 
certainly not of a financial character, he took an active interest in the 














promotion of common schools, and other benevolent works. The Rev. 
Mr. McIntyre went to Australi 


at a later time, and the Rev. George 
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Bourne succeeded him in 1849, but his death occurred in Aug., 1853 
He was unfortunately thrown from his horse while going to hold ser- 
vice in Oro, and died from the effects of the accident. ‘The Rev. T. B. 
Read., D.D., then became incumbent at Orillia, and was succeeded in 
1863 by the Rev. Alex. Stewart. A new church was opened in August, 
1857, the original one having been inadequate. The Year Book of S 
James’ Church, Orillia, for 1905 and contiguous years, contained a 
sketch of the congregation from the beginning. 








historic: 





| By the year 1850, the clergymen in the Simcoe District were the 
following :— 


Shanty Bay and Barrie, Rev. S. B. Ardagh, Rector. Rev. Gar- 
rett Nugent, Assistant 

Tecumseth, Rev. Featherstone L. Osler. 

West Gwillimbury, Rev. Arthur Hill. 

Orillia, Rev. George Bourne. 

Penctanguishene, Rev. George Hallen. | 

Mono Mills, Rev. John Fletcher. | 











‘The Rev. Arthur Hill, who had settled in the West Gwillimbury 


charge at an early date, removed from the county in 1856. 


Tue EARLIEST PRESHYTERIANS. 


Township of West Gwillimbury. About the year 1823, the ‘Scotch 


The first place of worship opened by this denomination was in the i] 
| 
| 


Settlers" united their efforts and built a log cabin on lot 8, con. 6, 





which was intended for a <chool and also for a place of worship. They 
obtained the services of John Carruthers as teacher in 1826, as 


already stated in the chapter on schools. 





Mr. Carruthers in 1832 was appointed, as he relates, a “Catéchist 
and Exhorter, by the Presbytery of York (sow Toronto), in connec- 
tion with the Church of Scotland, to visit the destitute settlers in the 
Western section of Upper Canad 
catechist he made several journeys to various parts of the Province. 
He publish 
I volu 





In this capacity of travelling 






in Hamilton in 1861 a narrative of these journeys in a 
1e, which bears the title: “Retrospect of Thirty-Six Years’ 
” This work, which has now beco: 
contains many interesting notices of the early settiers, especially those 
s. Some time 





Residence in Canada West. 





rare, 





of Simcoe County, into which he made five journ 
after its publication, he died, leaving a wife and one daughter. 


‘i 
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The first minister to hold religious services at this log cabin 
church of the Scotch Settlement, or indeed at any place in West 
Gwillimbury, was the Rev. Win. Jenkins, of Richmond Hill, He con- 
ducted services in the settlement about four times a year in connection 
with the “kirk” of Scotland, to which denomination all the inhabitants 
belonged. Among the other ministers who occasionally came from the 
frontier townships to preach or administer the Sacrament in the little 
log cabin church, was the Rev. James Harris, of York (now Toronto). 
In or about 1827 a small frame church took the place of the pioneer 
cabin. This graveyard is now filled mostly with the Highland pioneers 
of the neighborhood. 





The first stationed minister of this place of worship was the Rev. 
Peter Ferguson, who afterwards settled in the township of Esquesing. 
He was succeeded in the Scotch Settlement by Rev. Wm, McKillican. 
When he subsequently left the charge it had been extended so as to 
include appointments at Bradford and Cherry Creek in Innisfil. Next 
came the Rev. Mr. Lambie, a missionary from the East of Whitby, 
who supplied for a few months these three places; but separate minis- 
ters soon became attached to each of the three places, and it has 
remained so ever since. 








The Session Book of the West Gwillimbury Presbyterian Church 
contains some facts of public interest concerning the pioneer church 
in the first years of its existence. And as the beginning of a move- 
ment is always the most interesting part, it will be worth while to give 
a few details of its early history. The summary given below under 
various dates is mostly taken from a preliminary statement prepared 
by the Rev. Wm. Fraser in 1864, and prefaced to his copy of the Ses- 
sion Book, for the purpose of presenting the principal facts relating 








to the carly church in a concise form, and bringing together matters of 
interest which would otherwise have required laborious search : 

West Gwillimbury, January 6, 1822.—A Presbyterian Church was 
constituted in the ‘Scotch Settlement” by the Rev. William Jenkins, 
and fourteen persons were re 





ed as members, 


Feb. 6, 1823.—A site for a church and burying ground was pur- 


‘chased from John Faris, on the S } lot number 8, concession 6. 





Jan. 29, 1824.—The following persons were set apart and ordained 
as elders by Rev. Wm. Jenkins :—Adam Goodfellow, William Suther- 





land, Alexander Bannerman, and John Mathieson, Junr. On the same 
day a Church Session was constituted. 
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April 21, 1827.—Measures were adopted for building a church, 


‘count appears in the old Session Book for labor performed upon 





Ana 
the said church by Ashur Foster, a millwright, having no date 





attached. It is presumed, however, that the house was erected in 
1827, 





‘eptember 26, 1830.—The name of Rev. Peter Ferguson, from the 
Secession Church in s the Moder- 
ator of Session. Mr. Ferguson afterwards took charge of the con- 





Scotland, appears for the first tin 





gregation as a settled pastor, and was their first minister. The date 
of his induction is nowhere on record, but from a minute of a congre- 
gational mecting held on the first day of August, 183 
petition was adopted praying for the settlement of Mr. Ferguson, and 
at which Messrs. Adam Goodfellow and John Mathieson were appointed 
delegates to lay the petition before the Presbytery, it may be pre- 
sumed that the pastoral relation was formed some time in the autumn 


at which a 











of the same year, 
April 10, 1832 





The Rev. Peter Ferguson left the congregation, 
having accepted a call from a congregation in Esquesing. 





April 19, 1832.—At a congregational meeting a majority of those 
present resolved to send for a minister of the Established Church of 
Scotland, and also resolved that communication should be opened with 
the Rev. William Rintoul, of York, (now Toronto), requesting a visit 
and advice as to the steps necessary to the gaining of their object. 








step was the beginning of a disruption in the church, which 
ended with the establishment of two independent churches—one at 
Bond Head, the other remaining in the Scotch Settlement. 

April 23, 1832.—A portion of the congregation were dissatisfied 
with the resolution to seek a mi yurch of Scotland, 
and having consulted with the congregations in Tecumseth and Essa, 
held another meeting at which it w: solved to abide in 
connection with the Missionary Synod of Upper Canada, being the 





ister from the Cl 





unanimously 





body in connexion with which the congregation had at first been 
organized. 

May 5, 1832.—A meeting of delegates from the several parts of 
the congregation, namely : West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, and Essa, 
was held at the house of Adam Goodfellow, at which Mr. Goodfel- 
low was appointed to make application to the Missionary Synod of 
Upper Canada in connection with the United Secession Synod in 








Scotland, for occasional preaching, and a resolution was adopted for 
building a new church, 
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From various hindrances this resolution was not carried into 
immediate effect, although afterward a church was erected at Bond 
Head in the year 1837. 

Although without a meeting-house, the Bond Head branch of the 
original congregation, however, soon secured the services of a pastor, 
as the following entry attests :— 

October 9, 1833—The Rev. Jas. Howey was ordained to the 
office of the ministry and to the pastoral charge of the congregations 
of West Gwillimbury, Tecumseth, and Essa. 

It is known, though not recorded, that Mr. Howey was seized 
with fatal illness immediately after his ordination; that in attempting 








to conduct the worship of the congregation on the succeeding Lord’s 
Day, he was compelled to desist; and that thereupon he retired to 
reside with relatives in the township of Cavan, but ne never so far 
recovered as to be able to perform any public service, and was 
removed by death early in the year 1835. 








‘The supply of preaching was for a time irregular, but during the 
winter and spring of 1835 the Rev. Alexander McKenzie and the Rev. 
Wm, Fraser were sent by the Presbytery to fill the appointments, and 
in June, 1835, a call was made out by the united congregations in 
favor of Mr. Fraser, who proceeded at once to the field of labor to 
which he had been invited. His first sermon as pastor was delivered 
Aug. 9, 183 
17th, 1836. 

It has been already mentioned that this Bond Head branch of the 
congregation was without a definite place of worship for a time. In 
looking over the Session Minutes we find that the meetings were held 








, and his induction into the charge was made on June 





in private houses in the different sections of the district :—In ‘Tecum- 
seth, at the houses of John Carswell and James Ellison; in 
house of George Dinwoody, and also at the school-house near George 
Dinwoody’s. In West Gwillimbury the places of meeting were the 
houses of Rev. Wm. Fraser and Adam Goodfellow, Services also 
were conducted in Innisfil at the house of Gavin Allan, Churchill, and 
a meeting of the Session of the seceding congregation was held at 
Mr. Allan's house on July 3, 1838. At this meeting the following 8 
persons were, upon examination, received into the Church : 
Cross, Charles Wilson, Mrs. Hugh Todd, Mrs. Alexander Ros: 
CC. Wilson, Mr. Wallace, Mrs. Allan, sen., Gavin Allan. 





‘ssa, at the 











While these events were occurring the part of the original con- 
gregation in West Gwillimbury that had resolved to seek connection 


THE PIONEER CHURCHES, 315 


with the Kirk of Scotland, had secured the services of Rev. Wm. 
McKillican as pastor, who has been already mentioned. 

After Mr, McKillican, the Rev. John McMurchy was stationed in 
West Gwillimbury, 1842-4. In the Minutes of the General Quarter 
Sessions of the Home District an entry under March 1, 1842, states 
that the Rev. John McMurchy, minister of the Church of Scotland for 
West Gwillimbury, was ordered to receive the usual license to solem- 
nize marriages. 

In the wake of the Disruption of the Church of Scotland in 1843, 
this congregation was again divided in 1844, the larger portion join 
ing the Free Church, The pastor of the original church after 1844 
was the Rev. Alex. Ross, during whose incumbency Cherry Creek in 
Innisfil, and St. John’s (Coulson’s Corners), became regular portions 
of the charge. After the death of Mr. Ross the Rev. W. McKee 
filled the appointment until 1871. 

A congregation of the Free Church of Scotland was formed i 
Bradford in 1847, of which the successive pastors were :—Rev. Thomas 
Lowry, Chas. M. McKeracher, D. B. Cameron, E. W. Panton, Jas. 
Bryant, Frederick Smith. 

In Innisfil, Rev. Wm, Fraser conducted the first Presbyterian 
services on Aug. 2, 1836, and continued to hold services regularly to 
the close of 1849. At first the communicants were nominally members 
of the congregations at Bond Head and Essa, but in 1844 a congre- 
gation in Innisfil was regularly organized, and a church was erected 
t time. This 
congregation passed at the time mentioned under the pastorate of 

















at the Sixth Line, near Central Church of the: pres 


the Rev. Thomas Lowry as an adjunct to the congregation at Barrie, 
then recently formed, with Mr. Lowry as the first pastor. Succeeding 
pastors were :—the Rev. Robert McKenzie and the Rev. Thos. Wight- 
man, who died in 1871, much regretted. 

‘The Rev. Wm. Fraser, D.D., remained pastor of the Bond Head 
congregation until 1879, having served there for a period of 44 years. 

The Rev. Wm. Fraser, D.D., was a native of Nova § 
soon after his ordination to the ministry came to Upper Canada and 
entered upon his life work at Bond Head. While in this charge, in 
addition to his regular church work, he took an active part in educa- 
tional affairs, some account of which may be gathered from the chap- 
ter on schools. He was the first Township Superintendent for schools 
in West Gwillimbury in 1844, and indeed the only one to hold that 
office in the township, having been again appointed on the resumption 
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of Township Superintendents in 1850 and reappointed for twenty-one 
years in succession, until the office was finally abolished and county 
superintendents appointed. His death occurred at Barrie, on Dec. 
25, 1892, in his 85th year. Several of his sons have been distinguished 
in church and educational work:—Rev. J. B. Fraser, Annan; Rev. 
R. D. Fraser, Toronto; Prof. W. H. Fraser of Toronto University; 
and Prof. G. A, H. Fraser, of Colorado. 

The origin of the first Presbyterian Church in Essa has been 
already noticed under the head of West Gwillimbury, the occasional 
services held at the schoolhouse near George Dinwoody’s having 
grown into a regular appointment. 

About 1844 a congregation of the Free Church of Scotland was 
formed at Barrie with the Rev. Thomas Lowry as the first pastor. 
He continued here until 1854 when he went to Bradford. He was suc 
ceeded by the Rev, Robert McKenzie, and Mr. McKenzie by the Rev. 
Thomas Wightman. 

The first Presbyterian Church in Oro was Knox Church, begun 
in 1844 and finished in 1845, of which an illustration, as it appears 
to-day, may be found in the chapter on Oro in the second volume. The 
Hon. Isaac Buchanan of Hamilton, Ont., soon after the Disruption of 
the Church of Scotland in 1843, on being asked to give a thousand 
pounds to endow the Free Church College in Edinburgh, replied that 
he would give the amount, but that he thought it would be more natural 
to apply his subscription to assist the Free Church College and 
churches in Canada. Accordingly, $200 each was offered to the first 
ten Presbyterian country churches erected in Ontario at this time, 
and Knox Church was built mainly with the endowment derived from 
Mr. Buchanan’s offer. The first regularly stationed minister was the 
Rev. John Gray, who came to Orillia in 1851. At the first, and for 
some time afterward, his charge inchided all those parts of North 
Simooe lying east of the Penetanguishene Road, as well as the parts 
beyond Lake Couchiching and the Severn River. Esson Church was 
built about the year 1865, by the English-speaking portion of the 
Knox congregation, for whom the Rev. Dr. Gray afterward held ser- 
vices. The Rev. James Stewart held services for the Gaelic portion of 
the congregation about 1860 and for a few years afterward, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. J. Ferguson. 

‘At Hillsdale and in Flos regular preaching by the Presbyterians 
began in the fifties. Many of the people of Flos were glad to have 
the occasional services of a student in the kitchen of John Ritchie 
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near Elmvale. The congregation soon outgrew the accommodation, 
and the barn of the same settler was thrown open for the use of the 
worshippers. This building was found to be comfortable and com- 
modious during the summer season when students were available. 
Among the students Mr, Craw soon became the choice of the Hillsdale 
and Flos congregations, and on the completion of his studies in 1859 
he was ordained and inducted as the first pastor in the charge of Flos 
and Medonte. The Rev. Geo. Craw’s work at first covered a wide 
area, reaching from Craighurst to Penetanguishene, and from the 
Orange Hall, Medonte, to Elmvale, Flos. As the years passed away 
the outlying stations were formed into new charges, and his labors 
became more centralized. After 31 years he resigned this charge in 
Sept., 1890, and his death occurred on Jan. 17, 1894. 





In Nottawasaga, the Presbyterian ‘congregation at Duntroon 
(old Kirk) was established in or about the year 1841, but there was 
no stationed minister until the Rev. John Campbell came in 1853. He 
was the first minister of the Presbyterian congregation of Nottawasaga 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, but while still in this charge 
he died Sept. 22, 1864, in his 46th year, and the 12th of his ministry. 
His remains were buried at West Church, Nottawasaga, where a 
monument was erected over his grave by the congregation. The 
adherents of the Free Church built a church a little north of Duntroon 
in 1858, of which the Rev. Jas. Greenfield became the first regular 
pastor, in the early sixties, with headquarters at 





‘Tue First Metnoprsrs. 


The first efforts of the Methodists in this county for the promo- 
tion of religious work can scarcely be associated with a particular 
spot, of which it could be said “here was the centre of their move- 
ments.” The first Presbyterian workers were in connection with the 
Scotch Settlement of West Gwillimbury; while the Episcopalians 
regarded Shanty Bay as a centre for their early mission work. But 
if any place connects itself with the earliest Methodists, it would 
naturally be the islands of Lake Simcoe, where their efforts were 
directed about the year 1825 to christianize the pagan Ojibways, then 
so numerous. 














Amongst those who first preached the Gospel to the Lake Simcoe 
Indians were Revs. Peter Jones, John Sunday, Elder Case, and others 
whose names are given in the published accounts, which it would be 
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impossible to summarize in detail. Many references to the early mis- 
sion work on Lake Simcoe will be found in the Journat of the Rev. 
Peter Jones. Amongst the laborers in this mission tield were also 
Revs. Gilbert Miller, Jonathan Scott, John and Thomas Williams, and 
the Rev. Dr. Rose; while of those who would pay occasional visits to 
different parts of the county, to perform the rites of baptism or mar- 
riage, and preach to the scattered settlers in their dwelli 








ings, there 
were Revs. Robert Corson, Ezra Adams, J. Richardson, Wm, and 
John Ryerson, and Henry Reid. 

There was a controversy of some length in 1831-2 in the columns 
of the Christian Guardian (then, as now, the chief organ of the 
Methodist Church), regarding the Lake Simcoe and Matchedash mis- 
sion to the Indians, in which the participants were Mr. 





rie the 
school teacher, and the Rev. Mr. Miller, the missionary. The Rev. 
Gilbert Miller was the Methodist missionary at Orillia in 1832. 

In 1824-5, (according to Carroll's "Case and his Cotemporarie: 
vol. 3, p. 18), Rowley Heyland and Daniel McMullen, two Methodist 
copal missionaries in the new settlements of Peel and Halton 
counties, had an appointment at Andrew Cunningham's in West Gwil- 
limbury. And in 1828, the Rev. John Black, a travelling Methodist 
missionary, held services at Monkman’s in Tecumseth, as stated in 
the chapter on that township (Vol. II., p. 40). 











Simon Armstrong, in a letter to John Robinson of Bond Head, 
gave his recollections of the origin of the old log meeting-house at the 
Sutherland appointment, lot 6, concession 8, West Gwillimbury, and 
of early Methodism in that locality. His remarks are worthy of a per~ 
manent place in connection with the history of this subject :— 





“In the year 1835 a few of the settlers met in the house of 
Matthew Ney to discuss ways and means to build a meeting-house 
somewhere in the neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Sutherland 
told of a promise they had made to their friends when leaving Ireland 
a few years before, that if ever they became owners of a farm in 
America, they would give a site and help to build a Methodist meet- 
ing-house. Their offer was accepted, being a sort of compromise 
site between the Parkers on the east and the Atkins and Longs on the 
west. Sutherland’s old log meeting-house may be called a pioneer of 
Methodism in the County of Simcoe. After all preliminaries were 
settled a subscription list was opened and each head of family was to 
subscribe at least two pounds, (to buy lumber, shingles, etc.,) and so 
many days’ work each. A poor man,—Matthew Woodrow—had no 
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money to give, but he would hew the logs inside and out after the 
building was raised, which he did. It faced the east, its side to the 
road, with two square windows on each side, 7 by 9 inches glass.” 





‘The Barrie Examiner of March 18, 1909, contained a list of the 
Methodist ministers in South Simcoe (with special reference to Thorn- 
ton Church) from the earliest period to the present time. It is stated 
that the list, or at least the first part of it, was derived from docu- 
ments preserved in the Library of the British Museum. The ministers 
in the earlier years, as given in the list, are the following :— 





In Apion Circurr, 1829-33. 


Year. Senior Pastor. Junior Pastor. 









































1829 Henry Shaler James Currie, 
1830 Jacob Poole. 
1831-2. L...John H, Houston Samuel Rose. 
1833 Gilbert Miller. 

Ix Newmarker Cincurr, 1834-9. 
1884... Robert Corson.,.......Thomas Fawcett, 
1835 Horace Dean Cornelius Flummerfeldt. 
1836. Horace Dean ..... John Lever. 
1837. Simon Huntingdon..... John Lever. 
1838. Edmund Shepard. .....-G. R. Sanderson. 
1839 Edmund Shepard. Jas. Spencer. 

Iw Atpion Circurr, 1840-5. 

1840-1 John Baxter............Francis Coleman. 
1842... Francis Coleman. . Hutchinson. 
1843 tio... Franeis Coleman... John Goodfellow. 
1844 :.+:Charles Gilbert. J. Hutchinson. 
1845, LLLLlWim. Coleman. ...... Benjamin Jones. 

In Braprorp Circurr, 1846-50. 
1846 sees. Wm. Coleman... Benjamin Jones. 
1847, Ezra Adams. Alex. Campbell. 





©. Flummerfeldt :W. S. Blackstock. 
John Webster, 
Thos. Culbert. 





1848.0... 
1849 C. Flummerfeldt 
1850. +... Luther O. Rice. 











Cookstown Circuit was formed in 1851 with the Rev. Luther O. 
Rice as the senior pastor. 

A list of the ministers of the Methodist church who ministered 
in the north part of this county, from 1836 onward, may be interest- 
ing at the present day. White’s log church (Dalston) was the local 
headquarters during the first years of the labors of this denomination. 
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1836—Rev. David Hardy was the first stationed minister in this 
part, making his home with William Larkins, sen., (lot 3, con. 1, 
Vespra), during his period of ministration. At this time Rev. Gilbert 
Miller was the resident missionary to the Indians, at Coldwater. 

1837-8—Rev. Thos. McMullen—the first resident minister in Bar- 
rie. Rev. Jonathan Scott, missionary at Coldwater. 

1839—Rev. Wm. Price. Rev. Sylvester Hurlburt, missionary at 
Coldwater. In this year a largely attended Centenary meeting of the 
founding of Methodism was held at Kempenfeldt. 

1840—Rev. Michael Fawcett, who resided at Painswick, About 
e Rev. Dr. Green preached at Quarterly meeting in the old 
log school-house in Barrie, which was then used as a meeting-house. 

1841-3—Rev. John Lever, in whose time the first Methodist church 
was built in Barrie. Rev. Mr. Coleman was assistant for part of this 
time, and Rev. Reuben Robinson for another part. 

1844-6—Rev. Horace Dean, assisted part of the time by Rev. 
Francis Coleman. Notable visitors to the mission field about this time 
were Rev. William Ryerson and Rev. Hy. Wilkinson. 
1847-9—Rev. Luther O. Rice. 
1850-3—Rev. Lewis Warner, chairman of the Barrie district. 
. Andrew Edwards, assistant for part of this time. 
1854-6—Rev. John Douse, chairman, with Rev. John S. Clark 
assistant for part of his term. 

1856-9—Rev. William McFadden. 

1860-3—Rev. J. C. Slater, chairman. 

1864-7—Rev. J. W. McCallum. 

1868-70—Rev. G. H. Davis, with Rev. H. Burwash as assistant 
for part of the term. 

There were several other young assistant ministers during these 
years, many of whom subsequently became distinguished lights in the 
church. The first Methodist services in Barrie were held in an old 
log building near the N. W. corner of Dunlop and Mulcaster Streets, 
which at different times served as Mr. Sanford’s store, as a school- 
house, and as a meeting-house. This building satisfied the require- 
ments of the day until 1841, when they erected their first church. In 
1837, Rev. Wellington Jeffers, of the Wesleyan Methodists, preached 
regularly at Partridge’s, near Crown Hill. He was succeeded in 
1838 by Rev. Mr. Steers. John, Richard and Thos. Williams some~ 
times held services as local preachers, afterwards receiving appoint- 
ments in other fields of labor. These men were amongst the first 
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advocates of temperance in the district. In the pioneer days, the 
people went to church at White’s Corners (Dalston) all the way from 
Innisfil township. Especially was this true of the Quarterly Meeting 
services. 

Rev. David Hardy, the first resident Methodist preacher in the 
county, used to travel every week from Holland Landing to Pene- 
tanguishene in the discharge of his clerical duties. The members of 
his church lived from end to end of the county, and he ministered 
weekly to them at different places along the route. One of his 
appointments was at Gimby’s Corners (now Churchill). 

Mr. Hardy performed some of his journeys through the county on 
horseback, although it is said that he was rather an unskilled horse- 
man, Sometimes when the roads were too bad he would leave his 
old black nag at a friend’s and finish his journey on foot. This 
pioneer preacher and the two or three others who immediately suc- 
ceeded him were promised the sum of $100 by the parish for clothes 
and books, in addition to which their horses and themselves were to 
be fed by the parishioners. But they seldom received the whole of 
the promised yearly sum of $100 in cash, so poor were the people they 
served in those days. 

The year 1839 was the Centenary of Methodism—the one hun- 
dredth year after Wesley established his first societies in England for 
the promotion of religious work. The memorable event was cele- 
brated in Upper Canada by holding in all the principal congregations, 
Centenary meetings, each of which was attended and addressed by a 
deputation of divines appointed for the purpose. This county was 
included in the district apportioned to the Revs. William Case, Joseph 
Stinson, M. Richer, M.A., and William Ryerson. An important cen- 
tenary meeting in the annals of local Methodism was held at Kempen- 
feldt, and it created a deep interest amongst the adherents of this 
denomination, This meeting was central both as to its locality and as 
to the interest manifested in its proceedings. 

‘The dedication of the first Methodist church in Barrie took place 
in 1841, as already stated, on which occasion the services were con- 
ducted by the late Rev. Anson Green, D.D. In his autobiography (p. 
247) he has noted the event in the following terms: 

“We opened a new church at our quarterly meeting in Barrie, 
22nd August, on the ground which I had aided them in getting from 
the Government. The site, on the top of the hill, is very command- 
ing. From it you see the village lying at your fect, with the lovely 
bay sparkling beyond it; while in the distance, and in all directions, 
you see the lofty trees of our primeval forest waving in majesty and 
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beauty before the Lord, ‘The morning was fine, the house well filled, 
and the people happy.” 

This church was about a stone’s throw to the eastward of the pre- 
sent Central School, and it is still extant, though in a greatly modified 
form as a dwelling house. Peter White and others had patented the 
lot for a Wesleyan Chapel, as early as Nov. 18, 1837. In course of 
time it became inadequate, and a larger edifice was erected east of the 
Market House in 1864, at the opening services of which Dr. Green 
again officiated. Under date of March 26th in that year, he writes in 
his life :— 

‘Attended the dedication of the Barrie church. Dr.. Wood 
preached in the morning, Dr. Jeffers in the afternoon, and I in the 
evening. I had the pleasure of dedicating the first Wesleyan church 
in this beautiful town, and was happy in being able to assist in this 
richer feast. * * * The church is a plain gothic building with 
spire, standing on an eligible site, and is an ornament to the town, 
It has a front gallery, and will seat about six hundred people.” 

This building which was erected upon a site that Adam Bryant 
of Kempenfeldt had patented for the British Wesleyan Methodist 
Society in 1849 was taken down in 1904. 








Oruer CHuRcH WorKeRS oF THE PIONEER Days. 


As early as 1833, members of the Christian denomination were at 
work in the neighborhood of Bond Head. On lot 4, con. 6, of West 
Gwillimbury there was a church erected, which stood as a memorial 
of their work in that part, and bore the inscription—“Christian 
Chu 








\—A.D, 1855.” Tt was taken down about the year 1897. There 
was a burial ground beside it, in which the remains of many pioneers 
of the neighborhood are resting. 

John Finch, a native of England, settled in the Township of South 
Orillia some time before the Rebellion of 1837, and was afterward 
ordained a Baptist Missionary, becoming the pioneer of that denomina- 
tion in this county. The Rev. Mr.” Finch, in later years, lived at 
Tollendal. In West Gwillimbury, there was a Baptist congregation at 
an early time, of which the Rev. J. E. Howd was the pastor. 

In the chapter on Nottawasaga, some account is given of the 
Rev. John Climie, the Congregational minister of the pioneer days at 
Duntroon, The Rev. Ari Raymond was also a Congregational mi 














ter in Oro Township, near Edgar, where he preached for some years 
in the forties and fifties, and also took an active interest in educa 
tional matters. Raymond's school-house was a landmark in the 


early days of that township. 





Chapter XXV. 


THE INDUSTRIES OF THE INHABITANTS. 


The greater interests and industries of the country at large,— 
lumbering, agricultural, manufacturing and commercial,—have been 
represented in Simcoe, and their history in the county is only a part 
of their history in the whole country. There are a few special 
features, however, of local interest, and they deserve our attention in 
this chapter, especially in connection with the lumber trade and with 
agriculture. In the case of the first, the lumber manufacture does not 
now hold the prominent place amongst the industries that it formerly 
did. And to sketch the great changes in agriculture would be need- 
less, as the changes here are the same as in every other county. 
Nowadays, more capital is employed in developing this source of 
wealth than formerly, owing to the use of so much machinery. 





‘Tue Recepine Luwer TRave. 


After the fur trade, of which some mention appears in a former 
chapter of this volume, the next industry of importance for the export 
trade was the timber. Early in the nineteenth century masts of Can- 
adian pine were regularly used in the Royal Navy. And when the 





Hon. Peter Robinson was appointed Surveyor-General of Woods and 
Forests in Upper Canada in 1827, the 
the British Government directed him to make a survey of the woods 
and forests, to find where there was timber for masts and for other 
use in the Navy. Iron shipbuilding superseded all this, long ago, yet 
the search for mast timber marked a distinct period in the history of 
the county. The first timbermen to arrive in this county after the 
opening of the Northern Railway were those in search of masts, which 
they loaded on the freight cars at full length. 

the largest mast, which was obtained in the Township of Innisfil, 


structions he received trom 











was 118 feet long, and required fourteen teams to draw it to the rail- 
way track. 

‘The construction of the railway was the means of stimulating the 
lumber industry, which, although by no means a new industry in the 
part of the county through which the railway passed, yet it gave the 
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county than red pine, came 
das of equal value with the red in the world’s market, 
‘The amount of foreign capital brought into the county as a result of 
the development of the lumber industry, was large. During the winter 
of 185060 for example, the people engaged in the lumber business in 
the county expended about $76,000 in purchasing timber, paying 
wages, ete. 

Tn common with the chain of smaller lakes east of it, Lake Simcoe 
is situated in what was the great Canadian pine belt. A brief consides 
ation of this subject will be of value in arriving at a clear knowledge of 
the development of the industry in this district. The lumber era wes 
ushered in by the construction of the Northern Railway in 1853, as 
already stated, and for some years succeeding this date the industry 
absorbed considerable part of the energy in the district, affording 
employment to a large number of people. By the year 1861, the pron 
duction of this commodity in Simeoe County alone had reached sso 
millions of feet per annum, which was about one-third of the annual 
Production in the whole province. At the south part of the lake, the 
activity in this trade was at first most pronounced and afterward 
gradually extended northward. 

Tt would be a dificult task to obtain particulars of all the lumber- 
ing establishments which flourished for a time, and some of which ace 
still Flourishing in the northern parts of the county; but it may sulfice 
for the purposes of illustration, to mention a few of the former lumber 
kings of the county between 1860 and 1870, with statistics of the trade 
with which they were connected. Our attention will, however, only 
be directed to those cases in which the annual manufacture reached 
up into the millions of square feet. 











{a South Simcoe the activity in the trade was at fist most pro- 
nounced and gradually extended northward, Perhaps the most exten- 
sive manufacturer in that part of the county was Thompson Smith, who 
arrived about 1858. His large savi-mill at Bradford had a capacity of 
150,000 feet per day, or, at least, of 12 millions per annum. The same 
Person had for some time the Craigvale mills. From this county he 
went to Trenton, Ont., and thence to Cheboygan, Mich., having exten- 
sive mills in both places. 

Ranking closely in size 





the establishment of Thompson 


Smith was that of Sage & Grant at Bell Ewart. The saw-mill located 
there was for a time one of the most extensive in the province, having 
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a capacity of about 15 millions per annum. Sage & McGraw, capita 
ists from the United States, built the Bell Ewart mill in 1852, while the 
railway was under construction. Afterward, the firm name became 
Sage & Grant, the principals in which were Henry W. Sage and Dean 
Sage of Ithaca, N.Y. Members of this family were the means of 
endowing Cornell University in that city. Sage & McGraw had large 
mills at Saginaw or Bay City, Mich., and also at Winona, Mich. Mr. 
Sage’s firm sold the Bell Ewart Mills about the year 1868 to Beecher 
& Silliman. C. M. Beecher, the principal in this firm, was a nephew 
of the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and after disposing of the Bell 
Ewart mill, became one of the pioneer lumbermen of British Colum- 
bia. He died, November 14, 1906. 

In Tay, Kean, Fowlie & Co., at Victoria Harbor, and A. R. 
Christie & Co., at Port Severn, were the earlier firms, while Cook 
Bros., Chew Bros., and the Georgian Bay Lumber Company are of 
more recent times. 

At Penetanguishene, Copeland & Sons and C. Beck & Co., have 
had important mills. 

Jacques & Hay established 2 sawmill of considerable dimensions 
at New Lowell about the year 1855, and at Mad River where the North- 
ern Railway crosses it near Angus, Dobie & Mercer established a mill 
+ In Collingwood, at successive times, two or three firms were 
extensively engaged in the business, having mills of the larger sort. 
Of these may be mentioned S. C, Kennedy and Hotchkiss & Co. The 
lumbermen and employees of Kennedy rafted extensively down the 
Nottawasaga River, where large limits were situated. With Hoch- 
kiss & Co., whose mill had a capacity of 150,000 feet per day, was 
associated A. G. P. Dodge, a well-known figure of the lumber trade 
in this county. He was for some time President of the Georgian Bay 
Lumber Co. (35 millions per annum.) 











Amongst the later establishments were those of A. C. Thomson, 
J. B. Smith & Sons (of Angus), Perkins & Co., T. Mulholland (of 
Craigvale) and many others, all more or less extensively engaged in 
the business. The quality of the lumber manufactured was chiefly 
white pine, which predominated in this county over red pine. in the 
proportion of about five to one. In the natural course of events the 
lumber trade has given place to agriculture, and the era of saw-mills, 
ps, has almost departed 














except in a few of the most northerly towns! 
‘The fluctuations in the price of cordwood are instructive as show- 
ing the periods of prosperity and depression through which the county 
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passed in its early days. From the records of the jail supplies in 1845 
it appears that cordwood (green) in winter time was then 4s. a cord 
at the county town, and about 7s. 6d. in summer. At the January 
meeting of the County Council, 1854, immediately after the opening 
of the railway, the price of cordwood for the use of the jail and court 
house was 7s. sd. per cord,—which was 50 per cent. above the winter 
Prices in any former year. This was an effect of the opening of the 
railway. The same report mentions the scarcity of laborers and the 
advance in wages at that time. 

Alll the reports of committees mention, in 1854-5, the advance of 
the county in wealth and prosperity, after the railway opening, and 
the higher cost of the necessaries of life. This cause, (the opening of 
the railroad) almost doubled the prices of produce. But the pros- 
perous period of 1854-6 in Simcoe County was rendered more so from 
the fact that Reciprocity in trade with the United States had opened 
a market for Canadian produce, and the Russian War had greatly 
increased the price of wheat. There was, however, a reaction in 1857 
from this inflation. 









The prices of cordwood in some succeeding years, although sub- 
ject to some special influences, exhibit the state of trade and the 
increasing scarcity of the commodity itself :— 
Jan. 1858. $1.75 per cord. 
1859. 100 cords, at g24c. per cord 
“1861. 170 cords, at $1.50. 
“1862. 120 cords for jail 
Sr.25, 
“« 1863 $1.08} a cord. 
1864, 120 cords, at $1.00 per cord. 
1877. $2.00 per cord for 4 ft. hardwood. 
“* 1878. $2.25 a cord. 
1879. $2.00 a cord 
‘* 1883. 100 cords, at $2.72, and 50 cords at $2.75. 
** 1884. 75 cords each, at $3.20 and $3.71 per cord. 
“* 1896. 60 cords at $2.60, and the balance at $2.85. (Only 
the two tenders were received.) 








and 60 cords for court house, at 











An industry of some interest in the westerly parts of the county 
bade fair for a short time to yield good results. In October, 1859, at 
Craigleith, just beyond the county’s boundary near Collingwood, 2 
company erected works for distilling illuminating oil from the Utica 
shales which crop out near 





Georgian Bay at this place. But on 
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account of the discovery of free petroleum in Pennsylvania the next 


year, this enterprise collapsed. The Nottawasaga Oil Company, of 
wh 





ch James Currie was President, was also formed for the same pur- 
2 in Nottawasaga, but it came to nought, like the larger enter- 
c at Craigleith, 





With the development of iron mines in the parts of Ontario north 
of Georgian Bay and Lake Superior, certain industries have arisen 
in this county as a result of its’ proximity by water to the mining 
regions, for example, the smelting works at Midland, and the steel 
works and shipbuilding at Collingwood. 


‘Tu AcricunturaL IxpustRy. 


In 1836, there was an Agricultural Society for Oro, Orillia, Sim- 
coe and Thorah, and Dr. Thomas Rolph, in his ‘Statistical Account 
of Upper Canada” has placed it on record that annual shows were 
held by this soci It does not appear from any records known to 
the writer, however, how many shows were held, or where they were 
held. The Orillia Times in 1890 contained a long article giving some 
particulars of the first show at Orillia in 1848, as they had been 
recorded in the secretary’s book. Prior to this period, the Agricul- 
tural societies that existed were for the discussion of questions relating 
to agriculture, and it may have been such a one that Dr. Rolph 
referred to. 











Early in the forties, also, an annual fair was held on the Market 
Square at Barrie, and also a plowing match yearly on a farm adjoin- 
ing the town. The first provincial exhibition was held at Toronto in 
October, 1846, and local shows soon followed, teading to spread an 
interest in the improvement of agriculture, 

By the year 1861 there were two Agricultural Associations in the 
county, corresponding with the two electoral divisions into which the 
county was then divided, besides other local associations. 

‘There was a movement in 1865 for the culture of flax and the 
establishment of flax or scutching mills in the county, one of which 
came into existence at Bradford during that year. The movement 
arose from the scarcity of cotton while the War of the Rebellion lasted 
in the United States. John A. Donaldson, the Government Emigrant 
Agent, addressed the County Council, November 28, 1865, on the 
introduction of flax culture into this county, and exhibited several 
samples of flax. But the Council did not see any urgent “ 





‘cause’? to 
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aid flax mills until somebody came forward with a definite proposition 
to erect such a mill. The Government imported a quantity of Riga 
Flax Seed to distribute, and the Council recommended them to distri- 
bute it through the Presidents of the Agricultural Societies. 

Both the North Simcoe and the South Simcoe 


Societies sent petitions to the Council in January, 1866, 
ject of flax mills. 





Agricultural 
on the sub- 
The Council promised a third of the cost of the 
buildings and machinery (the cost not to exceed $1,000) to the person 
who would erect a flax-scutching mill in one or b 


both ridings of the 
county. This resulted in a grant to a flax mill at Bradford of $333.33 


(September 10, 1866), and another to a flax mill at Collingwood of 
$333-34 (November 1, 1867). The proprietors of the latter were 
George Moberly and Thomas P. Wolf. As the flax industry did not 
materialize, the mills accomplished but little. 





In the year 1871, a movement began for holding regular fairs for 
the sale of farm stock, ete., in various towns and villages of the 
county. The County Council authorized such fairs in every case, and 
as this marks an epoch in the county’s development, a list of the fairs 
established by the authority of that body may be of some historic inter- 
est. By-laws had to be passed in each case for the establishment of 
the fairs. 

June, 1871. Collingwood (monthly); Creemore, Alliston, Cooks- 
town, Thornton, and Ballycroy (quarterly). 

January, 1872, Stayner (quarterly). 

January, 1873. Primrose (bi-monthly 

(By June, 1874, the foregoing fa 
instances). 

January, 1875. Orillia (quarterly). 

June, 1875, New Lowell (quarterly) 

June, 1878, Mansfield (bi-monthly), 

June, 1879. Beton (monthly). 

Alliston (monthly), 

November, 1879. Midland (quarterly), 

Stayner (made monthly at this date) 

June, 1880. Barrie (quarterly), 

Collingwood (made quarterly at this date), 

January, 1881. Bradford (quarterly). 

January, 188: wale (quarterly). 

Tottenham (quarterly), 

June, 1886, Tottenham (changed to monthly at this date), 








its were held in only one or two 




















THE Il 





VDUSTRIES OF T'H 





(NHABITA 





329 


In the year 1884 the County Council began to give some assistance 
to Agricultural Societies. The first of this kind was in November of 
that year, when the Council subscribed $400 on the stock of the Great 
Northern Agricultural and Horticultural Company at Collingwood, as 
authorized under R.S.O., chap. 1 

In the following June, the Warden was instructed to subscribe 
for stock in the West Simcoe Agricultural Building Co. to the amount 
of $500, and at the same session the Council also made grants of 
$500 to each of the agricultural societies of South and East Simcoe. 
At the succeeding November session the Agricultural Society of Card- 


well Electoral District were granted $300 to aid them in erecting. su 
able buildings. 














Acting on an application made in June, 1885, for assistance to 
rebuild the Agricultural Hall in Collingwood lately destroyed by 
the Council in November granted $200 to assist in rebuilding 
grants to agricultural societies this 
$500 subscribed in stock. 

In June, 1886, the Council also subscribed $200 in the stock of 
the Stayner Agricultural Association, and made a grant of $200 to 
assist in rebuilding the agricultural hall in Alliston, destroyed by fire, 
August, 1885. 

In later years, the value of the tract at the south of Georgian 
Bay for fruit growing has come to be widely recognized, especially the 
large apple orchards of the northern parts of the Township of Tiny, 
and the plum orchards of the Collingwood, Thornbury and Meaford 
districts. 


fire, 
The 
r amounted to $1,500 besides 
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